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DEBATES 


IN THE 


Houſe of Commons, 


DURING 


The Sixth and Laſt Seſſſon of the Sixt! 
Parliament of Great-Britam. 


8 PON the Death of his Majeſty Ki 
GEORGE I, the Parliament, 


viz. 
© other Parli t ! . by has l 
© Feirs and Succeſſors, ſhall not be determined or diſſolv 
= ath or Demiſe of her faid Majeſty, or of her Heirs 
and Succeſſors; but ſuch Parliament ſhall continue, and im- 
Vo I. II. A 1 — 


( 2 ) 


eo. I. © mmediately meet, fit, and act, notwithſtanding ſuch Death or 
L=——) * Demiſe, during the Time of fix Months, unleſs the fame 


at his Accctfivn to 
Crow 


or diffolved, by ſuch Perſon who 
© ſhall be next Heir to the Crown of this Realm in Succeſſion. 
The Parliament being met accordingly was prorogued by Com- 
miſſion from his Majeſty King George the Second, till the 
27th of June, on which Day his Majeſty came to the Houſe 
of Peers, and being ſeated on the Throne with the uſual So- 
lemnity, and the Commons being ſent for and attending, his 
Majeſty made the following Speech to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ' 
N Am perſuaded that you all ſhare with me in my Grief 
and Afﬀiction for the Death of my late Royal Father, 
% which, as it brings upon me the immediate Care and 
« Weight of the Government, adds very much to my Con- 
«© cern, leſt I ſhould not be as ſucceſsful in my Endeavours, 
« as I am, above all Things, deſirous to make you a great 
_ © and happy People. * 

4 J heartily wiſh, that this firſt ſolemn Declaration of my 
« Mind in Parliament, could ſufficiently expreſs the Senti- 
ments of my Heart, and give you a perfect and juſt Senſe 
& of my fixed Reſolution, by all Means, to merit 


And as the Religion, Liberty, and a due Exe- 
* cution of the Laws, are the moſt valuable Bleflings of a 


<« free People, and the peculiar Privileges of this Nation, 
« it ſhall be my conſtant Care to preſerve the itution 
of this Kingdom, as it is now happily eſtabliſhed in Church 
and State, inviolable in all its Parts; and to ſecure to all 
> WWW 
Rights. | 

« | ſee with great Pleafare the happy Effefts of that Vigour 


of this Nation, and for maintaining Tranquility and 
« Balance of Power in Europe. The ſtrict Union and Har- 
© mony, which has hitherto ſubſiſted among the Allies of 
the Treaty of Hanover, has chiefly contributed to the 
te near Proſpect of a General Peace; I have therefore given 
all my Allies the ftrongett Aſſurances of purſuing the ſame 
*« Meaſures, and of making good the Engagements entered 
into by the Crown of Great Britain. 


» utes 
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the Conſideration of what ſo near! 
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« to your Care, 
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The Addreſs 


3 * by your Majeſty to your Allies, of purſuing the che fame 


( 4) 
Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſ- 


ſembled, from a grateful Senſe and Remembrance of the 
many Bleſſings we enjoyed under the Government of our 
late * Gracious Sovereign, beg Leave, in the moſt duti- 
fal Manner, to condole with your Majeſty upon the Death 
12 
our Ma alone could 
A 2 iate monday br wr all our Grief ; and 
* the Continuance of the Bleſſings we had long 
* enjoyed obliges us, with Duty and Gratitude, to acknow- 
* ledge the juſt Senſe we have of our preſent and future Hap- 
; and 20 beſeech your Majeſty to accept the ſincere 


CARBENGP RFA 
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b. 


We 
Articles being ſigned; 

Beginning of your Majeſty's 5 Reign attended 
py Preſages of a General Peace. The * 


eaſures as your late Ro yal Father had taken, and 


and of 
good the ſeveral Engagements entered into b the 


* Crown of Great Britain ; as they 
that ſtrict Union and i 
among the Allies of the Treaty of Hanover, ſo 
© to us the Hopes and near Proſpect of a general Tranquili- 


- Majeſty, and all your Allies. 
* The Regard and Concern which we had, and always 


 ſnall have, for the Defence of the Rights and Poſſeſſions | 
* of this Nation, for v r 5 


late Royal Father ; a Loſs to this Nation which 


mem — 
_ - — 


te — — 


d 


1 
and for maintaining the due Balance of Power in Europe, auno. 1. Geo. 12. 


engaged us with Chearfulneſs, during the laſt Seſſion of 
« Parliamcnt, to grant the Supplies ncceffary for the carrying 
6 + on this great Work. And no greater Encouragement can 
ibly be given to us, than to ſee your Majeily ſo early 
beginning to leſſen IAI Expences, and reſolving 
1 vane Davin Sea and Land, as ſoon 2s it 
can be done without — to the Common Cauſe, and 
«© conſiſtent with the Intereſt and Safety of this Nation. 
FTheſe many and great Inſtances of your Majeſty's Good- 
© neſs and Concern for the Happineſs and Welfare of yo 
People call upon us for the higheſt Returns of Duty, „ Zeal, 
and Affection to your Majeſty's Perſon 5 
And as we are fully convinced that our own Intereſt and 
* Preſervation are inſeparable from your Majeſty's, we beg 
© Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will, with our Lives 
and Fortunes, maintain and ſupport your Majeſty's un- 
«* doubted Right and Title to the Imperial Crown of this 
© Realm, and all other your Majeſty's Dominions, againſt 
* all Attempts whatſoever. 
And when we reflect on your Majeſty's Royal Virtues, 
* which 1 
Mind truly Great; when we conſider the diſtinguiſhed 
« Character of the Queen, your Royal Confort, and the ad- 
5 2— Happineſs that deſcends to your People from her 
Princely Qualities, and remember your numerous and 
© hopeful Iſſue, the laſting Pledge and Security of our happy 
* Eſtabliſhment; that your Majeſty's Crown may fit with 
© Eaſe and Glory on your Head, we think ourſelves indiſpen- 
* ſibly obliged to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will provide 


1727. 


promiſe us all the Bleſſings that can flow from a 


* ſuch a Revenue for the Occaſions of your Majeſty's Civil 


Government, as may be ſufficient » ma the Honour 


and Dignity of the Crown in its proper and full Luſtre. 
To this Addreſs the King return'd EIA Anſwer. 
Gent 


8 — Thanks for your dutiful and loyal Ad- 1 


« dreſs. The Reſolutions of the Commons of Great 


«© Britain are, every where, ſo highly regarded, that I can- 


" not but receive, with the greateſt Satisfaction, this unani- 


+* mous Declaration of your Fidelity, Zeal, and Affection: 


<< and I will endeavour, by a ſteady Care and Concern for 
the Intereſt and Welfare of my People, to anſwer the Ex- 
N you have conceived of my Government. 


Job 1. Mr Farrer reported the Reſolution of the Grand 
, for granting a Supply to his Majeſty, 2 the 


. Geo, It. better 
and Dignity of the Crown, which was agreed to, Nem. Can. 


Sir R. 


Motion 


alpole's 


W 
for ſettling 


: 
5 


with the Truft repakell in us conſiſtent with that Fru 


(6.1 
of his Majeſty's Houſhold, and of the Honour 


3. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, confider'd of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, and 
Sir Robert Walpole repreſented, ©'That the annual Sum of 
I. to and ſettled on the late — 7 

his Houſhold and of the Honour and ity of 
falling ſhort every Year, they had been obliged 
it up another Way; and that his preſent Majeity's | 


ift 


„ 


i 


now thought too little, was not obtain'd for his late Majeſty, 
without a long and ſolemn Debate ; [See Vor. I. p. 21. ] and 
it was allow'd by every one that 


it was ask'd after many Computations had been made of 
every Charge requiſite to ſupport the Honour and 


of the Crown, and to maintain the preſent Royal Family ; | 


It was ask'd, after duly weighing what Proviſion would 
be ſufficient to anſwer all the ordinary and 


ent to anſwer all proper Augmentations of Salaries, all re- 
- fonable | 


©, Ss, 79/4 S22#==47 4s 


neceſlary being like to increaſe, by reaſon of the 
Largeneſs of his Family, and of ſ a Houſhold for his 
al Conſort, he therefore moved, I hat the entire Reve- | 
nues of the Civil wg > * produced about 100, 000 I. per 
Arnum, above the ſaid yearly Sum of 700,000 l. might be 
ſettled on his during his Life.” This Motion being 
cond, Mr Shi ſtood up and ſpoke as follows. & | 


7 18 N N 
Nebel by that honourable Member, or to above 1 30,0001. asT : 
have ſeen it more truly computed by another. For I re- 
member very well, that the yearly Sum of 700,0001. tho? 


for it, to be an 

Royal Revenue. Nor was it ask'd inconſiderately, 
and on a ſudden ; it was ask'd on mature Deliberation, © 
after the Queen's Civil Liſt Branches were found deficient ; | 


| 
— 


Occaſions of the Civil Government; what would be ſuffici- 
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ſonable and charitable Penſions, all fecret Services at Home , 
and Abroad, neceſſary to carry on a juſt and wiſe Adminiſtr- 22 
tion : It was ask'd by that honourable Member himſelf and 


Employments, who were 


any 


fd by os Sa of mf Thom, whe ze actions 


ly laid before this Houſe ; and I will not ſuppoſe thoſe Ac- 
counts which were brought from the Treaſury to be other- 
wiſe than true, in re to my honourable Friend ——1 
ask Pardon, I ſhould have ſaid, the honourable Member, for 
there is no Friendſhip betwixt us. But he muſt give me 
Leave to obſerve, That when he aſſerts her Civil Liſt 


Branches amounted to above 700,000 |. yearly, he can only 


mean the groſs, and not the neat Produce, which is a very 
uncandid and fallacious Way of Arguing. Ho 

* Tho' her Revenues were ſo low, yet ſhe called upon her 
Parliament but once in a Reign of above thirteen Years, to 
pay the Debts contracted in her Civil Government; and it is 
a Juſtice due to the Memory of that excellent Princeſs, to 
remind Gentlemen of the unparalell'd Inſtances of her Piety 
and Generoſity, which occaſion d thoſe Debts. She gave 
the Firſt Fruits and Tenths, ariſing 


now, as the honourable 
Member, who made this Motion, fays, to 19,0001. a Year, for 


the Augmentation of the Maintenance of the Poor Clergy: She 
Save 


Be 
ar 1. G50. It. gave 5000 1. a Vear out of the Poſt-Office to the Nuke of 


Marlborough: She ſuffer'd 700 l. a Week to be likewiſe * 
charged on the Poſt- Office tor the publick Service, and by 


that Conceſſion loſt a vaſt Sum, the additional Duty then 
producing only 89001. a Year : She gave ſeveral hundred 


thouſand Pounds for building the Caltle of Blenheim : She al- 
low'd Prince Charles of Denmark 4000 l. a Year : She ſuſtain- 


ed great Loſſes by the Tin Contract: She ſc pported the poor 


Palatines : She gave 100,000]. to the Uſes of the War. 


Theſe, with many other Royal Bounties which eſcape my 


preſent Remembrance, were the Reaſons that brought her 


under a Neceſſity of asking for 500, o00 l. But ſhe was fo ſen- 


ſible of the Inconvenience, * fo determin'd never to apply 


to her F.rliament again in the like Manner, that ſhe order d ö 
a conſiderable Reduction to be made of her Civil Govern- 


ment Expences. I have ſcen a Scheme of this Reduction, 


as it was actually fettied a little beſyre her Death, and in- 
tended to commence the Lady-Day following. Twould be 


redious to go through all the particular Articles of it, and I 
will only name three or four. The Cofferer's-Oſfice Pay- 


ments were reduc d from $5900]. 1 to 75, o l. The Al- 


lowances for Foreign Miniſters, from 75, ooo l, to 30,000 l. 
Penſions and Bounties from upwards of 87,490 J. to 69,0001. 
Secret Services from 27,0001. to 20,0001. a Sum ſurprizing- 
ly ſmall, when compar'd with the late Disburſements on that 


Head. In ſhort, the whole yearly Expences were deſigned 


to be reduc d to 459,941 l. and that would have been done 
without Eclipſing the Glory of the Crown, which, ſome Gen- 


tlemen ſo roundly affirm, cannot now be maintain d under al- 


moſt a double Appointment. 


From hence it appears plainly, that this Argument of the 


Experience of paſt Times can have no Reference to the 


Queen's Reign. It mult therefore be apply d, tho' put in 
the Plural Number, to the late Adminiſtration only; and 


I confeſs, if the fame Management was to be continu'd, if 
the ſame Miniſters were to be again employ'd, a Million a 


Year would not be ſufficient to carry on the exorbitant Ex- 


pences, ſo often, and ſo juſtly complain'd of in this Houſe. 
For it is notorious, it is fre! in all our Memories, that beſides 
the yearly 700,000 l. there have been many occaſional Taxes, 


many exceſſive Sums raiſed, and they have been all ſunk ina 


that bottomleſs Gulf of Secret Service. Firſt, the memorable 


-250,0001. was rais'd, in Defiance of the ancient Parliamen- 


tary Methods, to ſecure us from the Apprehenſions of a 
Swediſh Invaſion, [ Sce Vo. I. p. 116] [Then the two In- 
Turance-Offices were erected in as irregalar a Manner, by a 
Bill brought into this Houſe, at the latter End of a Seſſion, 


and after the Committeg of Supply had been cloſed, upon the 
honourable 
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of 72,0001. implicitly granted to make good ſome ſecret 


500,0001. more, to di 


| Counted for, fince they have been 


( 9 ) 


honourable Member's Return into Power; and thoſe Bub- Anno 1. Geo. E. 
— 


bles paid near 300,000 I. for their Charters; [See Vor. I. 
5. 215.] Then a new Scene of Affairs opening in Sweden 
chang'd our Enmity into an Alliance, and there was a 


Bargain and Engagement with that Crown; [See Vor. I. 
p. 253.] At the fame Time near 24,0001. were given for 
rning two Merchant-Ships arrived from i Places ; 
[See Vo I. I. p. 255.] but tho' the Goods, as well as the Ships 
were paid for by this Houſe, that they might, without In- 
jury to the Owners, be deſtroy d for the publick Safety, yet 
moit of them were privately convey'd into Counties adjacent 
to the Port where the Ships lay, and fold there. Then ſoon 
after a Sum of 500,0001. was demanded and granted for 
the Payment of the Civil Liſt Debts ; on which Occafion his 
late Majeſty declared in his Meſſage, © That He was reſolved 
to cauſe a Retrenchment to be made of his Expences for the 
future: [See VOI. I. p. 257.] But notwithſtanding that Re- 
ſolution, in leſs than four Years, the Neceſſities of the Go- 
vernment having render d the promiſed Retrenchment im- 
practicable, there was a new Demand, and a new Grant of 
new Incumbrances, [See Vor. I. 
p. 339-] I might mention too the Spaniſh Ships which were 
taken in the famous Mediterranean Sea-fight, and, as we have 
Reaſon to believe, fold for a confiderable Sum of Money. 
Nor isit poſſible to forget the 1 25,0001. [See Vo L. I. p. 385.] 
which we could only be told, the laſt Seſſion, in a 
unexplain d Article, was ſecretly difpos'd of, for the publick 
Utility, and 


Aſter all theſe and other extraordinary Supplies 
form'd there yet remains a Debt in the Civil Government of 
above 600,0001. If fo, ſurely there muſt have been a moſt egre- 
gious Neglect of Duty, to ſay no worſe; there muſt have been a 


ies, I am in- 


ſtrange Spirit of Extravagance ſomewhere, or ſuch immenſe 
Sums could never have been ſo ſoon, ſo inſenſibly, ſquander'd 
away. And itis amazing that this ſhould happen 
under the Conduct of Perſons ing to ſurpaſs all their 


Predeceſſors, in the Knowledge and Care of the Publick Re- 


venue: But we are not to wonder that the World has been 
free in its Cenſures, fince none of theſe Sums have been ac- 
d in Services not fit 
tobeown'd. None but thoſe who were in the Secret, and who 
had the Diſpoſal of them, can refute the Reflections that are 
made without Doors, not only on the Miniſtry, but even on 
both Houſes of Parliament, ] muſt ſay no more But 
J heartily with, that Time, the great Diſcoverer of hidden 

Vol. II. B Trude 
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. ou u. Truths and conce:led In:quities, may produce a Liſt of all 


ſuch, if any fuck there were, who have been perverted from 
their pubiick Duty by private Penſions ; who have been the 
hired Slaves, and the corrupt Inſtruments of a profuſe and 
vain-glorious Adminiſtration. If there have been none ſuch, 
then the whole Weight, then the whole Guilt of the late 
Miſmanagement lies on the Miniſters themſelves. 

But it ſeemo to be Matter of univerſal Joy to the Nation, 
that the Cale is lie to be alter d: We hope we are arrived 
at a Day of bettcr OEcenomy : We hope ſuch Practices will 
be ſo far from being invtated, that they will be deteſted 
and abhorr'd ; nor can any one entertain the leaſt Doubt of 
this, when he conſiders that a Prince is aſcending the 
who will chooſe 2 knowing, faichful, and frugal Miniftry 3 
who will not permit his Domeſlick or Foreign Affairs to be 


r n 


negotiated by Bribery and Corrupt: ion, for want of Suffi- 


ciency and Skill in Politicks ; 
him, and whoſe Goodneſs wil incline him, — 
ſpect the Management of the Civil Lift Branches, but 
Juſtice to his Parliaments, and in Compaſſion 
to direct and require a due and exact Diſpoſiti 


other publick Funds, according to their reſpettive Appro- 


© Now, i in Conſequence of this moſt juſt Notion of his Ma- 
— s F n which, amongſt other his innumerable Vir- 
endears him ſo much to his Subjects, I hope I may, 


ſe Wiſdom will wo | 


jr Off-nce, propoſe the Addition of ſome Words to 


our Queſtion, that may reſtrain it to 700,0001 : And in this 


T as much conſult the Service of his Majeſty, and the Honour 


and Dignity of the Crown, as thoſe who are for granting 


the Funds without any Reſtriction. For, in my humble Opi- 


nion, the Voting a greater Sum than was ſettled on his late 


Majeſty, is only voting an y, 1s voting at leaſt in 


: 
Favour of Miniſters whoſe Conduct, as I have already hinted, © 
if laid before you, and duly examin'd, would perhaps rather 


deferve your Cenſure than Approbation. 

* Beſides, the Surplus of theſe Branches is 
the Sinking Fund ; and, that, I thooght had been a Sacred 
Depoſitum, reſerved for the gradual of the Natio- 
nal Debt: I thought it would have been look'd upon as a 
Sort of Sacrilege, to have diverted the leaſt Part of it, on 


any Pretence whatſoever, from its original Uſes ; and it is as 


ſurprizing to me, that the honourable Perſon ſhould be for | 
deſtroying his own Darling Project, and that he ſhould be 
for pulling down the boatted Monument of his Glory ; as it 
may be to others, that I am for ſupporting any Scheme of 
his, which might have tranſmitted his Name with Advantage 
to Poſterity. ic 
« te 
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If his Majeſty was rightly appriz'd of theſe Circumſtances, Anno 1. Geo. 17. 


he would doubtleſs rather be content witli a clear annual Re- 
venue of 700, ooo I. than ſuffer his firſt Demand of Money, 
by any precipitate Proof of our Zeal, to carry the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of being burthenſome to his People, who have long 
labour d under the Preſſure of grievous and exorbitant Taxes ; 
for he has been graciouily pleaſed to ſigniſy from the Throne 


his fix'd Reſolution, [See p. 2.] By all poſuible Means to 


4 merit their Love and Affection, wiich he ſhall always 
“ look upon as the beſt Support and Security of his Crown.” 

* I will detain you, Sir, no longer, but deſire you would 
conclude your Queſtion with theſe Words, 

In like Manner as they were granted and continu'd to 
© his late Majeſty, which make up * 
700, oo0 |.” 


th is Mi 6 ws mot. bu. he Que 
being put, Sir Robert Walpole's Motion was agreed to with- 
out any farther Oppoſition. 

Fuly 4. The Reſolution of the Committee, in Purſuance nd 
of the Motion, was reported and agrecd to, and a Bill 
order'd to be brought in thereupon. 

July 5. The Bill, For the better 8 _—_—_y 
Houſhold, &c. neee 
Time, and order'd to be read a ſecond Time. 

Faly 6. The faid Bill was read the fecond Time, and com- 
mitted to a Grand Committee ; and then Sir Paul Methuen 
delivered to the Houſe a Meſlage, 3 
which was read, as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. 
I'S Majeſty conſidering that the Proviſion made for « 
the Queen his Conſort, in Caſe ſhe ſhould ſurvive his on 
* « M, is very inſufficient to ſupport ker Royal Dignity ; 
60 + and that his Majefty is reflrained, by the Laws now mn be- 
ing, from increaſing the ſame, thinks it neceſſary to re- 


- nnd che farther Proviſion for the to 
. — — Queen 


Hereupon it was unanimouſly reſolv'd to take the ſaid 


Meſſage into Conſideration the next Day, in a Committee of 


the whole Houſe. 

Fuly 7. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, took into 
Conſideration his Majeſty's Meſſage, and refoly'd, I. That 
2 Proviſion be made for the in Caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive 


1727. 


Sir R. Walpole's 


— 


— — 


the Queen. 


100. 000 l. fer Ants 


his Majeſty, of 100, ooo 1. per Arnum during her Life, with un, voted for 


his Majeſty's Palace of Somerſet-Houſe, and Richmond Old- 
Park, 0 * 
100,000 


172 


King's Specch at 
putting an Endto 
the Parliament. 


11 


anno 1. ces H. 100, O00 l. fer Auna on all, or any of the Duties or Reve- 


nues. $4 for the better Support of his Rlajeſij's Hlouſhold, 
and Horovr nd Dignity of the Crown, which thall 
ſub un ui Mo ky's Demiſe. | 
Fulr 5. Mr Futer zeported the preceding Day's Reſolu- 
tio. 4 Proviton for her Majeſty, which being agreed to, 
Nem. Cen. a Bill was order'd to be brought in, purſuant to 
the lad KC :olutions. | 
Jug 10. The Civil Lift Bill was read the third Time, paſ- 
ſed, and ſent up to the Lords; then Sir Robert Walpole pre- 
ſented to the Houſe a Bill, Jo enable his Majeſty to ſettle a 
Revenue for ſupporting the Royal Dignity of the Queen, &C. 
which was read the firſt Time, and unanimouſly order d to be 
read a ſecond Time. | 
Fuly 11. The faid Bill was read a ſecond Tune, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houle. 
| Fuly 14. The faid Bill was read the third Time, paſſed, 
and ſent up to the Lords. | 
Fuly 17. The King went to the Houſe of Peers, with 
the uſual Solemnity, and the Commons attending, his Ma- 
jeſty gave the Royal Aſſent to an Act, For the better Support 
of his Majefly's Houſhold, and of the Honour and Dignity of © 
_ the Crown of Great Britain; alſo to an Act, For enabling 
his Majeſty 2 ſettle a y for ſupporting the Royal Dig- 
nity of the Queen, in Caſe ſhe ſhall ive his Majeſty ; 
and to three other Bills. * wy * 
After which his Majeſty made the following Speech to 
both Houſes : * , 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ns 
1238 the greateſt Satisfaction in the con- 
4 vincing Proofs you have given me, in this Seſſion, of 
«« your Duty and Affection to my Perſon, and Zeal for my 
« Government. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« I muſt particularly thank you for your Unanimity and 

«« Diſpatch, in granting me the Revenues neceſſary for the 

Support of my Family, and the Occaſions of my Civil 

« Government; which you have done in a Manner fo very 

< agreeable, and with ſuch a due Regard to the Honour 

© and Dignity of the Crown, that if any Thing could add 

* to my own [nclinations of making the Happineſs of my 

_ <* Subjects my principal Care and Study, this Inſtance of 

your particular Confidence in me would engage me more 

* {trorgly to make Uſe of the Power, which you have given 

me of doing Good, in promoting the Honour and Intereſt 
„ef my People, 

« The 
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„The ample Proviſion you have made for the Queen is Anno 1. Geo. I. 
another Inſtance of your 12 for me, which 1am 


4 confident She will very — aadaran a 
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“ acknowledge. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« Tt is a great Happineſs to me to ſee the Nation in fo 
proſperous and flouriſhing a Condition, at the higheſt Pitch 
of Glory and Reputation, of great Weignt in holding the 

Balance of Europe, defending themſelves in their juit Pri- 
« vileges and poſſemons, and vindicating the Honour of the 
« Crown of Great Britain. | 

« At Home I find, among my Proteſtant Subjects, ſuch 
© mutual Charity and Forbearance diffuſed throughout the 
« Kingdom, that the National Church repines not at the 
* Indulgence given to ſcrupulous Conſcicnces ; and thoſe, that 
* receive the Benefits of the Toleration, envy not the Eſta- 
« bliſh'd Church the Rights and Privileges which they by 
** Law enjoy. Ho 
From theſe happy Cauſes and favourable Conjunctures 
„ has flowed that general Tranquility, that Riſe of Publick 
« Credit, and that Improvement of 'Trade and Commerce, 
« which have greatly increaſed our Wealth and Power, 
and given us that Reſpect and Influence Abroad, which 
has ſo much advanced the Glory and Happineſs of this 
Nation. 

« But all theſe Bleflings, great and valuable as they are, 
© had not been ſecured and tranſmitted to us, without your 
« having carefully avoided all Occaſions of Strife and Divi- 

** fion ; without a ſtrict Regard to Publick Faith, a conſtant 
« Care and Attention towards diſcharging the National 
Debt, and without that - Steadineſs and Reſolution, 
* which this Parliament has ſhewed upon all proper and ne- 
« cefſary Occafions. | 
I can therefore make no doubt, but that your Beha- 
* viour, and the Temper you have ſhewn, will ſufficiently 
recommend this Parliament to the Eſteem one: go 


nion of their Country; who, from the 


The Expiration of b Parliament now drawing 
* I will give Orders for iſſuing the Writs for calling 
> electing a new Parliament, as ſoon it can conveniently be 
done; and I am perſuaded that the general Conteſt and 
Emulation in Expreſſions of Duty and Affection to me, 
which, to my 2 I have univerſally met 
« ohh, wil be tor Sond by the Clos of > 
© Parliament, zealouſly affected to our preſent happy Eſta- 
« bliſhment in the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; and in Return, 

«nothing 


T1 
Anno 1. Geo: n. ce nothing ſhall be wanting on my Part, that can contribute 
3 © towards improving a good Correſpondence and Harmony 

| c hetwecn me and my People, ond that can tend to perfect 
* and perpetuate the Happincis of Great Britain. 


The Parliament Then the Lord Chancellor prorogucd the Parliament to 
— the 29th of Auguſt; but on the 7th of the ſame Month a 
Proclamation was iſſued for diſſolving this Parliament, and 

Calling of another. 


Tze Eud of the laſt Scion of the Sixth Parliament * 


Gicar-Britain. 


SPEECHES 


( 15 }) 


SPEECHES 


D E BA TES 


IN THE 


Firſt Seſſion of the Fixs r ParLiamenT 


OF 


King GEORGE IL. 


And Seventh Parliament of Great-Britain. 


N the 23d of January, the Parliament being met anno 1. Geo. UI. 
at Weſtminſter, n khong 
Peers, with the uſual State and Solemnity ; and ue 
the Commons bei come thither, his Majeſty meet. 
onity'd his Pleafare to them the Lord High Chancellor, 
that they ſhould return to their Houſe and chooſe their 
* 1 and preſent him to his Majeſty on the 27th. 

The Commons being return'd accordingly, unanimouſly ic ondow choſen 
choſe Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; Knight of the Shire for Surrey, — 


n 
ng being come again to the Houſe 
IR and attending, 


ted their Speaker for his Approbati 
ty pe heir Choice : yr ets his Ma- 


jeſty made following Speech to both Houſes, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T is a great Satisfaction to me, that at my Meeting Tye king 
the Firſt Parliament ſummoned and — by my at opening 


9 1 I am able to give you Hopes of ſeeing the 
* Publick Peace and Tranquility very ſoon reſtored. I 


very much wiſhed that the firſt Period of my Reign might 
* have been diſtinguiſhed, by putting an — 15 


Anno 1. G0. II. 
1727 28. 


—— 


_ <«« ticles fora 


(00 ] 

the Troubles and Diſorders of Europe, by a Reduction of 
„ ſome Part of my Forces, a Diminution of Taxes, and 
« all the happy Conſequences of an honourable and eſtabliſn- 
„ed Peace; to which my Endeavours have in no Manner 
„ been wanting, as far as was conſiſtent with maintaining 
the Poſſeſſions, Rights, and Privileges of my Kingdom, 
and, I promiſe myſelf, not without great Frobability of 
5 Succeſs. 

« F am very ſenſible of the diſagreeable and uneaſy Si- 
tuation in which our Affairs have been for fome Time, 
« and have been extreamly concerned to ſee many of the 
„ Inconveniencies of a War attending us, without any Op- 
«+ portunity of reſenting the Injuries we ſuſtained, or gain- 
ing any of thoſe Advantages in Return, which the vigor- 
« ous Proſecution of fo juſt a Cauſe, and the Succeſs of our 
Arms, might probably have ſecured to us. 

« But you are ſufficiently apprized, that Preliminary Ar- 


« and accepted, by the contracting Parties on both Sides; 
« and h the Ratifications of had been excharged 
„dy me and my Allies, with his Imperial Majeſty ; the 
good Effects, expected from them, were retarded by the 


« Refuſal on the Part of Spain, to execute ſome of the moſt 


* material Points contained in them; and by Endeavours to 
alter and explain ſome Articles, in ſuch a Manner, as im- 
mediately affected the Poſſeſſions and the juſt Right of my 
« Kingdoms. I therefore, jointly with my Allies, declined 
« exchanging the Ratifications of the Preliminaries with the 
« Court of Spain; and rejected all ſuch Propoſitions, as were 
«« detrimental and injurious to my Honour, and the Intereſt 
* of my People. | | 

* By theſe Means, the Negociations were unavoidably 
carried into a tedious Length, which I endured with the 
= Patience, from an earneſt Deſire to procure to my 
Subjects a ſafe and honourable Peace, and to ſee the Tran- 


«© quility of Europe preſerved and ſettled upon a folid and 
4 


Foundation; during which Time, I received from 


* the moſt Chriſtian King, and the States General, the 


„ greateſt Proofs of their Sincerity, and a Renewal of the 


_ © ſtrongeſt Aſſurances imaginable, that they would effectually 


* make good all their Engagements in Support of the Com- 
mon Cauſe, and of our mutual Intereſts: And I am very 
* glad, that I can acquaint you, that our joint Endeavours 
< have had fo good an Effect, that by the laſt Advices from 
Abroad. I have great Reaſon to hope, that the Difficul- 
a _ which have hitherto retarded the Execution of the 
* Preliminaries, and the Opening of the Congreſs, will ſoon 
* be entirely removed, © — 

8 % However, 


Pacification were ſome Time ago ſigned 


82 32 2 2 2 28 2 2 
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« our Riches "And you may 14 upon it, that my firſt 
« Care ſhall be to reduce, from Time to Time, the 

& of the Publick, 22 — as ſoon as the Intereſt and 
Safety of my People will permit it. 

„The Preliminary Articles and ſuch other Treaties and 
« Conventions, as have not yet been communicated to Par- 
„ liament, and which may, without manifeſt Prejudice, be 
« expoſed to publick View, ſhall be laid before you. 5 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


« I have iven Orders to the proper Officers to prepare 
« and lay you Eſtimates of the Expences for the Ser- 
« vice of the current Year ; and you may be aſſured, that 


+ the Supplies which I find myſelf obliged to demand of 

« you, ſhall, as certainly as they do exceed my Wiſhes and 
“ Inclinations, be employed ſolely for the Intereſt and Secu- 
* rity of the Nation. And I make no doubt, but that if 


« will have the Preference in all your Deliberations. 

I think myſelf obliged to recommend to you a Conſide- 
< ration of the greateſt Importance, and I ſhould look upon 
it as a great Happineſs, if, — oe = 
„J could ſee the Foundation laid of ſo great and 
« Work, = the lads ns nating of aw Bam 
un general; that they may be invited, rather than com- 
* pelled by Force and Violence, to enter into the Service of 
their Country, as often as Occafion ſhall require it: A 
* Conſideration worthy of the Repreſentative of a People 
great and in Trade and Navigation 

” This leads me to mention w you the Cale of Greenwich- 
* Hoſpital, that Care may be taken, by ſome Addition to 
that Fund, to render comfortable and effectual that charita- 
« ble Proviſion for the Support and Maintenance of our 

« Seamen, worn out and become decrepit by Age and Infir- 
« mities, in the Service of their Country. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
As I have great n 

* be now obtained by a ſpeedy Execution of the Prelimina- 
© nies, I am fatisfied, that nothing will more effectually con- 
« tribute to, and ſecure this detirable Eud, than ſuch an 

Vor. I. C + Unanimity, 


Anno 1. Geo, Il, 
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„ Unanimity, Zeal, and Diſpatch of the publick Buſineſs in 


«© this Parliament, as may convince the World, that none 
among you are capable, out of any Views or Conſidera- 
tions whatſoever, to wiſh the Diſtreſs of their Country; 


« or to give an Occaſion, from the Proſpect of Difficulties | 


„that may ariſe and be fomented here at Home, to inter- 

«« rupt or diſappoint our preſent promiſing Expectations : This 

« it is in your Power to defeat, NN 
« your known Zeal and Affection to my Perſon and Govern- 

* ment, and your hearty Concern for the Intereſt and Wel- 

fare of my People.“ 


Fan. 3 The five Grand Committees for Religion, 
5 == of Juſtice, Trade, Privileges and Elec- 


tions, having been appointed, Mr Speaker reported his Ma- 


jeity's | Speech to both Houſes ; upon which the. Lord ® Her 


vey, Member for Bury, mov'd for an Addreſs of Thanks 
to his Majeſty, which bcing ſeconded, a Committee was 
appointed to draw up an Addreſs to his Majeſty upon the ſaid 
Reſolution. 
February 1. The Lord Hervey reported the faid Addreſs, 
which was agreed to. 

Feb. 2. The fame was preſented by the whole Houſe to 
his Majeſty, as follows : | 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

e E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
0 the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- F 
* ſembled, beg Leave to return our humbleſt Thanks for 
« your Majeity's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne; and 
to acknowledge, in the moſt dutiful and grateful Manner, 
. the tender and affectionate Concern your Majeſty has been 
« pl to expreſs, for the many Inconveniences, that have 
colthe free the late difagreeable and unſettled State of the 
Affairs of Europe. | 

© We are ſenfible of the unwearied and uni 1 
Care with which your Majeſty, ever ſince we have enjoyed 
« the e your Reign, has laboured to put an End 
to the Diiputes, and reſtore the Tranquility of Europe; 
of the Deſire you have had to free your People from all the 
* Burthens occaſioned by impending War, and to procure to | 
them all the happy Conſequences of a ſafe, honourable, 
and eſtabliſhed Peace; and we think it as impoſlible that 
* any Difficulties thould ariſe, to prevent us feeling the good 
Effects to be expected from your Fretence, as it is for any # 

Event 
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1 
Event to make us forget the Marks we have already re- 
* ceived of your Affection. 
The Firmneſs your Majeſty has ſhewn in ab 


« fuſing to admit of any Explanations of Preliminaries, f 


gatory to the Honour, or prejudicial to the Intereſt of this 
Nation, we feel more ſenſibly; as we think tis equally 
for your Majeſty's Glory and our Happineſs to have it 
* appear to the whole World, that the Care of your People 
« is a Conſideration ſo much ſuperior to every other, in 
* fixing your Majeſty's Reſolutions, that not even One fo 
important as the Peace of all Europe could induce you to 
* ſubmit to the Demands of others, or recede from your own 


© in any Point, where our Poſſeſſions were invaded, our In- 


* tereſt ſtruck at, or our Privileges diſputed. 
© And fince this Stand, which your Majeſty, in Juſtice to 
« yourſelf and Regard to your People, thought fit to make, 
has not broke off the Accommodation, but only retarded 
it for our Advantage; we beg Leave to congratulate your 
* Majeſty upon the near Proſpect of that Succels in your Ne- 

« gotiations, which cannot more effectually fulfil our Wiſhes, 


as the Earneſt of our Proſperity, 131 
the 


* peRtations in demonſtrating your Wiſdom. 
© But in caſe your Myetty's ExpeQations, of 
© Publick Peace and Tranquility ſoon reſtor d, ſhould ſtill be 
* diſappointed ; that your People may no longer continue in 
that Uncertainty, in which the Policy of others may en- 
* deavour to keep us; and that we may be in a Condition 


* to do ourſelves Juſtice, ſhould that Neceſſity unexpectedly 


© be brought upon us, we are determined, out of Regard to 
our own Intereſt, as well as that we ſhall ever pay to your 
* Majeſty's Honour, moſt effectually to enable you to do 


© yourſelf Right, and to aſſert and to maintain all the Poſ- 


* ſeſſions, Advantages, and Privileges of your People. 

© Whatever Supplies therefore may be wanted for the 
* Service of the current Year, your Commons will, with 
the utmoſt Chearfulneſs and Unanimity grant; being aſ- 
* ſured no Aid will ever be demanded by 1 

* your Subjects, but what you judge abſolutely neceſſary for 
* their own Intereſt and Security. And as we are deter- 
< mined, in whatever Supplies we raiſe, to have Regard » 
* ſuch Methods as ſhall be leaſt grievous to your People; fo 
* we have the greateſt Satisfaction in thinking we may en- 
* tirely depend on your Majeſty's Juſtice and Wiſdom, that 
* whatever we do grant, will be conſtantly apply'd in the 
* Manner that will be moſt beneficial to them. Neither had 


moſt gracious Promiſe, but that your Majeſty, from your 
_ paternal Goodneſs to your People, would, from Time to 
EY _—_ 


we the leait Doubt, before we received your Majeſty's 
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ity to make all ſuch Reductions 
© of the publick Expences, as ſhould be for our preſent Eaſe, 
«* without endangering our future Safety. 


£ 
£ 


„ AO 


The Aſſurances your Majeſty has given us of the Sin- 


_ © cerity and Steadineſs, with which you are fatisfy'd all your 


Allies are determined, in all Events to adhere to their En- 


gagements, and eſpouſe the Common Cauſe, gave us the 


« greateſt Satisfaction; and let the future Dangers and Difh- | 


© culties that may yet ariſe, impoſſible to be foreſeen, be | 


ever ſo formidable or ever ſo numerous, we do not imagine 
© there can be any which your Majeſty's Prudence, Caution, 


* Abilities and Experience, join'd to the Aſſiitance of your 


Parliament, the Firmneſs of your Allies, and the Bravery 
of your People, will not eafily diſpel. 


it is an indiſpenſible Duty of thoſe, who have a juſt 


© Senſe of the great Importance of the Trade and Naviga- 


tion of this Kingdom, to provide proper Encouragements 


for our Seamen; and common Juſtice requires that we 
© ſhould take a compaſſionate Care of thoſe, who by Mis- 
© fortunes in their brave and faithful Services to their Coun- 
try, are become equally incapable of continuing thoſe Ser- 
© vices, or providing for themſelves; We beg Leave there- 
fore to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will take this Matter 
into our Conſideration, and on this, as well as every other 


Occaſion, pay the Deference and Regard due to your Ma- 


« jeſty's moſt gracious Recommendation. 

II there are any ſo ill informed of the ſteady Affection 
of your Commons, as vainly to place their Hopes on any 
* Diſputes or Differences that might ariſe amongſt us, we 
are determined, by a hearty, zealous and general Concur- 
* rence in all our Deliberations, for your Majeſty's Intereſt 


and the Publick Welfare, effectually to diſappoint ſuch ill- 


© grounded ExpeQations ; and we are fatisfy'd we cannot 
give better Evidence of our Love to our Country, than by 
* conſtant Demonſtrations of our Duty to the beſt of Kings: 
* And as your Majeſty's Endeavours have been, and, we 
are perſuaded, ever will be, to us a free, and 
* eſtabliſh us a happy People, ſo we ſhould think our 


| * ſelves undeſerving all the Benefits and Bleſſings of your 


© Reign, were it poſſible we could ever be wanting in the 
* leaſt Point, on our part, to make it as great, happy and 
* glorious, as that of any of your Royal Predeceſſors. 

To this his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. 
Gentlemen, 
| Give you my Thanks for this very loyal and affectio- 
nate Addrefs. Such Returns of Duty and Gratitude 
«+ from my faithful Commons would add, if any Thing poſ- 


fibly 
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„ 
« ſibly could, to my Reſolutions of promoting and conſult- 


* ing upon all Occaſions the Welfare and Proſperity of my 


« People. The entire Confidence you place in me will 
engage me more ſtrictiy to make Uſe of the Power and 
« Truſt you ſhall repoſe in me, for your Intereſt, and to your 


Anno 1. Geo. II. 
1727-28. 


p 


& dati con; and you ſhall always find my Readineſs to 


66 6446 and reduce the Expences of the Publick to your 
La Expectations. 

Feb 6. Mr Henry Pelham preſented to the Houſe ſeveral 
Eſtimates which had been call'd for. 

Feb. 9. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 


Houſe on the Supply, conſidered of the Eſtimate of the Debate on 


of the Guards, Garriſons, and other his Majeſty's 


the 
Number of Land- 
F. rces for the 


Land Forces in Great Britain, for the Year 1728; and a Yex . 


Motion being made, that the Number of effective Men, be 
22,955 3 the fume met with Oppoſition, ſome Members in- 
fiſting, that the 8000, Augmentation- Troops, raiſed laſt 


Year, [See Vol. 1. P. 383.) ſhould be entirely reduced: 


But being apprehenſive that the Majority of the Committee 


| were for the Motion, they endeavoured to put off the De- 


bate, by moving, * 'That Mr Speaker ſhould reſume the 
Chair; which being carried in the Negative, by 290 
Votes againſt $4, 28 avs clan Is to the 
following Reſolutions. I. That the Number of effective 


| Men to be provided for Guards and Garriſons in Great Bri- 
tain, and for Guernſey and Jerſey, for the Year 1728, 


including 1850 Invalids and 555 Men for the fix Indepen- 
dent Companies for the Service of the Highlands, be 22,955 
Men, Commiſſion and Non-Commiſhon Officers included. 
II. That the Sum of 786,9741. 2 8. 9d. be granted for 
defraying the Charge of the faid 22,955 effective Men. 
Theſe Reſolutions, being the next Day reported, were a- 
greed to by the Houſe. I 

Feb. 12. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Majeſty's Command, 
laid before the Houſe Copies of ſeveral Treaties and Allian- 


ces, and other Papers, which were order'd to lie on the 


Table. 


Feb. 14. The Houſe, in a grand Committee on the Supply, 


conſider d of the Eſtimate of the Charge of 2224 Horſe, 1836 


Dragoons, and 8034 Foot of the Troops of the Landgrave of 


Heſſe-Caſſel, for the Year 1728. Then a Motion being made, 
that the Sum of 230,923 l. 11 s. 8 d. be granted for the ſaid 
Charge, the ſame occaſion'd a great Debate. Mr Horatio 


Mr Wal Mo- 


Walpole hereupon ſet forth the State of Affairs in Europe for tion to. keeping 


ſome Years paſt, and endeavour'd to ſhew the abſolute Neceſ- 


ſity of keeping up all our Forces till the End of the preſent 


up 12,000 Heſſian 
Forces for the Year 
1728. 
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| Ame 1 wo n. Negotiations, particularly the 12,000 Men, which, by the 
—— Treaty of Hanover, Great Britain ſtood engaged to furniſh. 


He was anſwer d by Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr W. Pulteney, 


Date thereon. 


Mr D Pultency, Sir William Wyndham, Sir Wilfrid Lawſon, and Mr 
r e Pune. Bramfton, Member for Malden, who objefted, * That by the 
Sir = Luwton. {aid Treaty, the contracting Parties were not obliged to furniſh 
the Succours llipulated therein, but within two Months after 
Requiſition ; and that, even in ſuch a caſe, Great-Britain 

was only to furniſh Men of War, or Tranſport-Ships, or even 

Subſidies of Money, at the Choice of the Party requiring the 

Mr U. Walpole. ſaid Succours.” To this Mr Walpole replyed, That the 


late King, in his great Wiſdom, had thought fit to provide 


betimes the {uid Body of 12,000 Men, in order to obtain the 
Ends of the Lreaty of Hanover: That with this View a Con- 
vention was made with the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, whoſe 
"Troops were the molt ready at Hand for that Purpoſe, and 
much cheaper than the raiſing and mantaining National 
Troops: That the Neceſſity of making this Convention was the 
greater, by reaſon of an unforeſeen Diſappointment from one 
of the contracting Parties in the foremention'd Alliance: That 
Time had ſhewn, that the taking the ſaid 12,000 Men into 
his Majeſty's Service was a wife and neceſſary Precaution, 
fince they had hitherto prevented the Kindling of a War in 
Germany; and that as the ſame Reaſons, for which they 
were taken into Pay, ſtill ſubfiſted, it was Prudence and ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to continue that Expence till the intended 
Congreſs at Cambray was over.” Then the Queſtion being 
put upon the Motion above-mentioned, it was carried in the 
Affirmative by 280 Votes againft 84. 
Tre MuCeaug:zzed Feb. 15. Sir Charles Turner reported the ſaid Reſolution, 
1 which was agreed to by the Houſe. 
Feb. 16. Mr Chocke, from the Exchequer, preſented to 
the Houſe an Account of the Monies paid into the Exchequer, 
ariſen upon the Duties on Coals and Culm, from September 
20th, 1720, to September 29th, 1727, diſtingu iſhing each 
Vear; and alſo an Account of the preſent annual and other 
Charges thereupon. 
Feb. 19. It was reſolved to addreſs his Ma jeſty for a parti- 


cular and diſtinct Account of the Diſtribution of the Sum of 


255,000 I. which, in an Account laid before this Houſe, 

4 ſnewing how the Money given for the Year 1727 has been 

ar ee e diſpoſed of, is charged to nave been iſſued for other Expences 
Lad and Engagements, over and above ſuch as are therein parti- 
{O00 5842 cularly ſpecified, for ſecuring the Trade and Navigation of this 
Kingdom, and preſerving and reſtoring the Peace of Europe; 


and of che "I'tme or Times when the tail Sum of 250,000 I. 


was iſſued and diſtributed. 


Feb. 


9 


as 71 


( 8 1 
F-b. 23. The Commons, in a Committee on the Supply, Anno «. Geo. u. 
| came, inter alia, to the following Reſolution, via. That . | 
2] 1,750,000 |. be raiſed by Grant or Sale to the Bank of Eng- 
land, of Annuities not exceeding 70,000 I. per Aunum, being J Committee of 


Supply retuive to 


after the Rate of 4 L. per Cent. per Aunum, redeemable by ri 1,752,901. 


on the Coal Duty. 


| Parliament, to commence from the 24th of June 1728, and 

ö to be on the Duties on Coals and Culm.' Hereupon Debate thereon. 
| Mr William Pulteney obſerv'd, © That the Shifting of Funds Mr w. Pulteney. 
| | 


was but perpetuating Taxes, and putting off the evil Day; 
r built 
on the Sinking Fund, it appear d that the National Debt had 
been increaſed ſince the ſetting up of that pompous Project. 
Upon which Sir Nathaniel Gould, an eminent Merchant, faid, ir x Ach. Could. 
He apprehended that Gentleman had his Notions out of a 
| Treatiſe, intitled, 4 State of the National Debt, &c. ſuppoſed 
| to be written by that very Gentleman; but that if he underſtood 
| any Thing, it was Numbers, and he durſt pawn his Credit 
and Reputation to prove that Author's Calculations and Infe- | 
rences to be falſe and erroneous.” To this Mr Pulteney re- Mr w. Pulteney. 
: | ply'd, That he took them to be right; and he would like- | 
: 
| 


wiſe pawn his Credit and Reputation to make good his Aſſer- 
tion. Upon this Sir Robert Walpole took up the Cudgels, and sir k. waycte. 
faid, He would maintain what Sir Nathaniel Gould had ad- 
vanced. Several warm Expreſſions having paſs d on both 
Sides, Mr Hungerford interpoſed, in a jocular Speech, that Mr Hungerford. 
| | put the Houſe in good Humour, and ſo the Diſpute ended. 
| Feb. 26. A Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Petition of the 
Commons of the City of London, in Common Council afſem- ©, Loudon tor 
| bled, was preſented to the Houſe, ſetting forth, © That the t» the Con Du. 
Duties already laid upon Coals and Culm imported into the Port 
of London affect their Trade only; and that the Inequality of 
the Burthen thereof is a great Diſcouragement to the Manu- 
| factures, as well as an Hardſhip upon the whole trading Peo- 
| ple in and about the City of London; and praying the Conſi- 
deration of the Houſe, and ſuch Relief as to the Houſe ſhall 
ſeem meet.” But a Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, 
that the ſaid Petition be rejected, it was carry d in the Aſſir- which is rejeftud. 
mative, by 214 Voices againſt 92. | 
Then Sir Charles Turner reported the above Reſolution, 
| F which being read a ſecond Time, and a Motion being made 
| and the Queſtion put, that the faid Reſolution be recommitted, 
it paſſed in the Negative: After which the faid Reſolution 
on the Queſtion put thereupon, agreed to by the 


Feb. 29. Sir Paul Methuen reported to the Houſe, © That 
their Addreſs for a particular. and diſtin Account of the 
Sum of 250,000 I. Kc. had been preſented to his Majeſty, 
and that his Majeſty had commanded him to acquaint the 
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1-27-28. 
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Tic King's An- 
ſwer to the Com- 
mons Adilrets for 
an Account of 
259000 |. charg'd 
for Secret Service. 


ſ..-24 1} 
Houſe, © That the late King, his Majeſty's Royal Father, 


«* having the like Occaſion, received from the laſt — | 


the moſt dutiful Acknowledgments of his great Care and 
« Wiſdom, in taking ſuch Steps, and entering into ſuch En- 
" ts, as he thought would beſt conduce to the Secu- 
« rity of this and the Preſervation of the Peace 


© of Europe; and at the ſame Time the firongeſt Aſſurances 


c of their future Su , in all ſuch farther Meaſures, as he 
« ſhould find neceſſary and expedient, for preventing a 2 4 
ture, and for the Honour and Advantage of theſe King- 
« doms: And a Power being accordingly given by Parlia- 


„ ment to his late Majeſty, for iſuing and applying fuck 


© poſes; ſome Part of the Money, mentioned DL AL . 


« Sums of Money as he ſhould find neceſſary, for anſw 5 at 
“ and defraying fuch Expences and * — as 
* been or ſhould be made for theſe great and 


< dreſs, had been iſſued and diſburſeil by his late Majeſty ; and 


* the remaining Part had been applied by his preſent Majeſty, * 


4 for carrying on the ſame neceſſary Services; for ſtrength- 


* ning his Alliances ; and in fulfilling Engagements of the 
* utmoſt Importance to theſe Kingdoms, and to the general | 


* Tranquility of Europe, and which require the greateſt 


« Secrecy. His Majeſty therefore hopes, That this Houſe 1 


vill repoſe the ſame Confidence in him; and be aſſured, that 


the Money has been neceſſarily expended, purſuant to the 


Power given by Act of Parliament, and for the Uſes and 


W. Pulteney's 


Mr 
Obſervations there 
. 


The Commons in 
_ a Cland Commit- 
tec conſider of the 
Staic of the Na- 
tional Debt. 


* Purpoſes thereby directed; and that a particular and diſtinct 
« Account thereof cannot be given without manifeſt Preju- 
« dice to the Publick.” 


Upon this Mr Pulteney raiſed feveral weighty Objections 


againſt ſuch a vague and general Way of Accounting for | 


publick Money, as tending to render — altogether 
inſignificant and uſeleſs ; to cover Imbezzlements; and to 


the National Debt, notwithſtanding the ſo much boaſted 
Sinking Fund, and infiſting on having that important Affair 


immediately debated in a Grand Committee. But the Court- 


Party waved it, by moving to adjourn the Houſe to the 
4th of March ; which, after ſome Debate, was carried in 
the Affirmative by 202 Votes againſt 66. 

March 4. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, conſider'd of the State of the National Debt, and 


the proper Officers were examin'd as to the following Ac- 


counts, viz. I. An Account of ſuch National Debts, in- 
curred before December 25, 1716, as are redeemable by 
Parliament, with the Intereſt attending the ſame, and when 
the ſame are redeemable. II. An Account of the Money 
paid into the Exchequeron the Duties on — 


ſereen corrupt and rapacious Miniſters; Urging the Increaſe of | 


den, YE . 


* 


nn « _— a. 
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( 25 ) 
the 29th of September 1720, to the 2gth of September 1727, Anno. Geo. u. 
| diſtinguiſhing each Year ; and alſo 2 
ſent annual and other Charges thereupon. III. An Ac- 
count ſhewing how the Money given tor the Service of the 
Year 1727 hath been diſpoſed of, diftinguiſh'd under the 
ſeveral Heads, until the 15th of February, 1727, with the 
Deficiency thereupon. IV. An Account of the Eſtimate of 
| the Debt of his Majeſty's Navy, as it ſtood on the 31 of 
December, 1727. Then a Motion was made by the Cour- 
| tiers, That it appears, That the Monies already iſſued and 
— * towards diſcharging the National Debts, incurred 
| before Chriſtmas 1716, os wid the Sum of _— I. 
16 8. 4 d. 3 q. which will be iſſued at Lady-Day 1728, to- 
wards diſcharging the ſaid Debts, amount to 6,648,762 1. Debate thereon. 
5s. 1d. 4 q. Hereupon there aroſe a very warm Debate, 
and Mr Daniel Pulteney endeavour'd to ſhew the fallacious Mr Dan. Pulteney. 
Tendency of that Motion; and was ſeconded by Mr William zur W. Pulteney. 
Pulteney, and ſupported by Lord Morpeth, Mr Shippen, and — 
Sir William Wyndham. They ſuggeſted in general, That Sir W. Wyndham. 
notwithſtanding the Supplies that were annually raiſed in the 
laſt Reign ; notwithſtanding the great Sums of Money given 
from Time to Time, for extraordinary Expences and Secret 
Service ; notwithſtanding the Produce of the Sinking Fund ; 
yet the Publick Debts, for the gradual Diſcharge of which 
that famous Project was ſaid to be contrived, were rather 
increaſed than leſſened; and this in a Time of almoſt unin- 
terrupted n which muſt be owing to a 


A IT the publick Treaſure ; and 
yielded but a very melancholy Proſpect; fince at this Rate 


our Debts muſt till grow faſter in caſe of a War or pub- 
lick Troubles; ſo that the heavy and numerous Taxes that 
now lay upon the Nation, m be perpetuated to the luceſt 
Poſterity.” 
tice of the Artifice with which the Accounts that lay be- 
fore them, were drawn up ; That in order to ſwell that 
of the Sums ſaid to have been iſſued and applied towards 
the Diſcharge of the publick Debts, incurred before 
Chriſtmas 1716, there were added to it above three Mil- 
lions, for the advanced Price given in the Year 1720, 
in nodes to make the Irredeemables redeemable, which could 
not properly be call'd a Payment of thoſe Debts; whereas, 
on the other hand, in the Account of the preſent National 
Debt, or of the Increaſe of that Debt ſince Chriſtmas 1716, 
ſeveral large Sums were omitted, particularly One Million, 
raiſed upon the Credit of the Civil Liſt, and ſeveral Deficien- 
cies on the Land-Tax, Malt, and other Funds, which certain- 
ly ſtill remained a publick Debt.” Hereupon Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, having ſhew'd the Nature and State of the publick Debts, 
V 0 1. TL D and 
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Anno t. G0. I. and the Operation and Efficacy of the Sinking Fund, ſtrenu- 
* ouſly maintain 'd the Aſſertion contain d in the Motion. The 
oppoſite Party perceiving that the M. jority of the Committee 
were for the Motion, moved that Mr Speaker ſhould reſumne 
the Chair; but, after ſome Debate, the Queſtion being put 
upon this ſecond Motion, it was carried in the Negative 

by 250 Voices againſt 97. Then the Queition being put 
upon the firit Motion, it was carried without dividing ; and 
the farther Conſideration of the State of the Nation, in rela- 

tion to the National Debt, was put off to the 8th. | 
| The Refolut ons of March 8. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
4 i Houie, reſumed the Conſiderution of the National Debt, and 
after a long Debate came to the following Reſolutions, which, 
together with the Reſolution of the 4th Inſtant, are as follow: 
viz. I. That the Monies already iſſued and applied towards | 
diſcharging the National Debts incurred before Chriſtmas * 
1716, together with the Sum of 220,435 l. 16s. 4 d. 5 d. 

which will be iſſued at Ladyday 1728, toy diſcharg- 
ing the ſaid Debts, amount to 6,648, 762 J. 5 s. 1d. 3 fl. 
II. That the ſeveral National Debts, including the Debt 
of the Navy as it ſtood December 31, 1727, contracted 
and incurred ſince December 25, 1716, for anſwering and 
defraying the annual Charges and Expences of the Publick, 
for the current Service of the ſeveral Years fince the ſaid 
25th of December, 1716, amounted on the 8th Day of 
March, 1727, to the Sum of 2,605,545 l. 16s. od. 49. 
III. That the National Debt contracted ſince the 25th 
of December, 1716, for or in reſpect of the Sum advanced 
by the South-Sea Company, purſuant to an Act of the 

5th Year of King George I. for the Liberty of in 

their Capital Stock, being ſo much thereof as was apply'd to 
the Sinking Fund, doth amount to the Sum of 328,673 1. | 
45. 10 d. iq. IV. That the National Debt contracted 
fince the 25th of December 1716, for making good the 
yearly Deficiencies of the General Fund, from the Eſta- 
bliſhment thereof to and for the Year ending at Michael- 
mas, 1726, the Surplus whereof is applicable to the Sink- 

ing Fund, amounts to the Sum of 703, 740 1. 6s. 2 d. 4 q. 
Which, being re- March 12. Sir Charles Turner having reported the above- 
Porn a rend mentioned four Reſolutions, the ſame occaſioned a long De- 
Debate. bate, which was chiefly managed by Mr William Pulteney | 
— hay 8 on the one ſide, and Sir Robert Walpole on the other. Upon 
wa. the whole, the Firſt of the faid Reſolutions being read a 
ſecond Time, and a Motion made, and the Queſtion being 
put, That the ſaid Reſolution be re- committed, it paſſed in 
the Negative: After which the faid Reſolution was agreed to 
by the Houſe. The Second Reſolution being read a ſecond 
Time, and a Motion being made, and the Queſtion being 
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all the publick Debts, at the Receipt of his 


* I wm 
put, That the faid Reſolution be re-committed, ad; purge Anno 1. Geo. I. 
the Negative: Then the ſaid Refolution was to ( — N 
the Houſe. The Third Reſolution, being read a ſecond 
Time, was agreed to by the Houſe. The Fourth Reſolution 
read a fecond Time, was, with an Amendment, ads 1 
to by the Houſe, and is as followeth, viz. Reſolved, That the —— 
National Debt contracted ſince the 25th of December, 1716, 7 pune 
for making good the yearly Deficiencies of the General F und, 
from the Eſtabliſhment thereof, to and for the Year ending 
at Michaelmas, 17 26, the Surplus whereof is applicable to the 
Sinking Fund, amounts to the Sum of 703, 740 l. 68. 2 d. 3 . 
and that dy Virtue of two Acts of Parliament of the 5th 
Year of King George I. farther Additions have been made 
to the Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company, for making 
ſeveral Deficiencies of the original and additional 
unds of the ſaid Company, ſettled and eſtabliſhed before the 


25th December, 1716, amounting together to the Sum of 


290,028 l. 198. 11d. 4 q. 

The Courtiers having carried their Point ſo far, it was 
moved, and refolved, Nem. Con. That an humble Repre- And a Committce 
ſentation be made to his Majeſty upon the ſaid Reſolutions, up a Reprefenta- 
and upon tho Debate of the Houle, laying before his Ma- TE — 
jeſty a particular Account of the National Debts diſcharged Rab the Sinking 
and — ſince the 25th Day of December, 1716, diſ- — 

under their proper Heads and Services; with a 
State of the Sinking Fund, and of the Publick Credit; and 


. to draw up the e 


tation. 


: lating ts A. upon Wroy i Plate, whinh amounted 


all the Publick Debts, at the Receipt of his Majeity's Ex- netate concerning 
chequer, ſtanding out at Chriſtmas, 1727, with 1 Debt oven 


| Intereſt paid for the ſame : Hereupon it was ordered, That in the Account of 


Mr Chocke have Leave to withdraw the faid Account 
and that he do preſent to the Houſe © Jad on 


* 
Z 


Pat 


chequer, ſtanding out at Chriſtmas 1727, wi 
Intereſt paid for the ſame. This moſt 
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That, in order to prevent ſame for the future, all 
Accounts, to be delivered to this Houſe from the Exchequer, 
be ſigned by the Auditor of the Exchequer, or the Clerk of 

or 


Anno t 
1723. 


Several Accounts 

from the Exche- 

2 preſented to 
Houle, 


ſentation reported, 


And preſented to 


. Geo. n. one of them: But the Queſtion being put upon the ſaid Mo- 
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tion, it was carried in the Negative. 

The fame Day Mr Chocke preſented to the Houſe an 
Account of all Money that has in any manner been paid, or 
any Exchequer-Bills which have been made out for Intereſt, 
Circulation and Charges of Management of the 4,561,025 1. 
principal Exchequer-Bills ftanding out at Chriſtmas 1716, 
with the like Payments for three Millions in Ex- 
chequer-Bills, made out purſuant to the Acts of the 6th, 
Sth and gth Years of King George I. diſtin from any 
Payments relating to any other Exchequer-Bills ; with an 
Account of what Money on the fame has been fatisfied, and 
which of the ſaid Principal Sums in Exchequer-Bills have 
been paid off. After this the Houſe adjourn'd to the 8th. 

April 8. Mr Chocke from the Exchequer preſented to the 
Houſe an Account of all the publick Debts at the Receipt 


of his Majeſty's Exchequer, due or ftanding out at Chriſtmas 


1727, with the annual Intereſt paid for the ſame. Then the 
Officers were order'd to lay before the Houſe, I. An 


283 
Account of the Money paid into the Exchequer, ariſen upon 


the Duty on Coals and Culm from March 25, 1719, to March 


were ſtanding out at Michaelmas, 1727. 


Then Sir William Yonge reported from the Committee | 
tation to be made to his 


appointed to draw up a 
Majeſty, upon the Reſolutions of the Houſe, of the 12th of 
March, and upon the Debate of the Houſe, laying before 
his Majeſty a particular Account of the National Debts dif- 


charged and incurred fince the 25th of December 1716, 


with a State of the Sinking-Fund, and of the Publick Cre- 


dit, that they had drawn up the faid Repreſentation, which 
he reported to the Houſe, and being twice read, the fame was, 
_ after ſome Debate, with ſome Amendments, a 


greed to by 
the Houſe ; and it was reſolved, That the ſaid R 


tion be preſented to his Majeſty by the whole Houſe. 


April 10. The Houſe preſented to the King the faid Re- | | 


preſentation, the Subſtance whereof being already ſet forth 


in the Reſolutions of the Houſe thereupon, [See p. 26.] 


We think it needleſs to ſwell this Work with the Particu- 
lars at large. 

April 11. Mr 8 
Anſwer to their Rep tion about the National Debt, 
as follows. 


25, 1728, and alſo an Account how the has been ap- 
ied, diſtinguiſhing each Year. II. An Account of what 

Arrears of Land-Taxes were ſtanding out at Michaelmas 

1727. III. An Account of what Arrears of Window-Taxes | 


reported to the Houſe his Majeſty's 
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Gentlemen, 

Cannot but be very well pleaſed with this 

tion, which muſt give general Satisfaction to all my 
1 8 by removing thoſe groundleſs Jealouſies and Ap- 

« prehenſions, which have been en and diſperſed 
throughout the Kingdom. 

The happy Effects of the State of the Pub- 
IN felt and not to be con- 
4 feſſed and acknowledged by every Body. 

The Proviſion made for 
% National Debt is now become 
« that nothing, but ſome unforeſeen Event, can alter or 


« And you may be aſſured, That it ſhall be my 
* Care and Study to maintain and the Publick 


Credit; to improve the Sinking Fund; and to avoid all 


„ Occalions of laying any new Burthens upon my People.” 


Anno 1. Ceo. II. 
1728. 


— 
| =o 
ſentation, 


Er 


May 6. Sir Paul Methuen deliver'd to the Houſe a Meſ- 


GEORGE R. 3 
I'S Majeſty being under 
12 — with the dvice 


for reſtoring and 


1 


PE 


Fi 


« and Aﬀection of his Commons, dag 
** to diſcharge ſuch Engagements, as — unfatiafed 
% upon this Head of Service. 


The Conſideration of this Meflage was put off to the next 
Day. 
May 7. The Houſe took into Conſideration his Majeſty's 
Meſſage. and after ſome Debate, it was at laſt reſolved, 
by 237 Voices againſt 101, That an humble Addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, to declare the Duty and Fidelity Aeg 
of this Houſe to his Majeſty, and the entire Confidence 
which the yes 0 ne 6% and Goodneſs to, his 


EF 


People; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe will 


fage fign'd by his Majeſty, which was read by Mr Speaker, 
as follows, viz. . 


Debate thereon. 

4. A4 
— ——_ 

Occation. 


( 39 ) 
Anno 1. Geo. IT. enable his Majeſty to anſwer and defray the Charges and 


1728. Expences, that that itil] remain unſatisſied, of the Engagements 


entred into and concerted, for ſecuring the Trade and Navi- 
gation of this Kingdom, and for reſtoring and preſerving the 
Peace of Europe. 

May 8. The Commons preſented the ſaid Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, who return'd the following Anſwer. 


5 Gentlemen, 
King's Anſwer „ Return you my Thanks for this very dutiful and af- 
| fectionate Addreſs; and you may be aſſured that the 
10 41 — you repoſe in me, ſhall be employ'd for the 
« Publick Good, and Support of the Common Cauſe.” 


May 17. A Motion being made, That an humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to give Directions, that the proper Officer do 
lay 2 this Houſe an Account of the Sale of Woods, 
and Grants of the Falls of Woods, by his late Majeſty, from 
Chriſtmas, 1715, to June 1, 1727, and how the ſame have 
been accounted for: It occaſion'd a warm Debate, wherein 


Mr W. Pulteney's Mr William Pulteney urg d, That through the Connivancse 


Sound ol Grant or of ſome Men in Favour with our late moſt gracious King, 
Timber from the his Majeſty's Goodneſs had been abuſed in ſeveral Grants of 
conſiderable Falls of Woods, to the great Detriment and 
Waſte of the Royal Foreſts, at a Time when the Nation 
flood in ſo great need of Timber, for the Repairing and 
Building of Ships ; and therefore he thought it very proper 
for the Houſe to inquire by what Means the ſaid Grants 
came to be obtained. He was anſwered by Sir Robert 
Sir R. Walpole. Walpole, who repreſented, © That ſuch an Inquiry might be 
injurious to the Memory of ſome Dead, and after all, prove 
altogether unprofitable to the Living.” Then the previous 
Queſtion being put, that the Queition be now put, it paſſed 
in the Negative. 

May 28. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, — aT 

to both Houſes : | 


My Lords and 8 
„ HE Diſpatch you have given to the Publick Buß- 
— neſs, and the advanced Seaſon of the Vear, make 
66 it proper for me to put an End to this Seſſion of Parlia- 

ment. 

The Zeal and Unanimity which you have ſhewn in all 
* your Proccedings, in regard to the true Intereſt of your 
Country, and in Support of the Common Cauſe, have ful- 
« iy anſwered my Expectations, and will, I am 3 


give 


= Alc 


ü 1 * 


1 
« give general Satisfaction here at Home, and cannot fail of Anno x. ceo. u. 


« having their due Weight and Influence Abroad. 
« T expect very ſoon to hear that the Congreſs is opened. 
« The Preliminary Articles having laid ſo good a Foundation 
« for a general Pacification, I hope all Parties will bring yo 
them ſuch favourable Diſpoſitions for finiſhing and 
ing this defirable Work, that we ſhall ſoon ſee a 
« Concluſion of this important Tranſaction, with that Satiſ- 
« faction to Me and my Allies, which may reaſonably be ex- 
«« pected from the Jullice of our Cauſe, and the mutual Con- 
« fidence which is eſtabliſhed among us. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

II return you my Thanks for the effectual Supplies you 

& have raiſed for the Service of the Year. The prudent Ap- 
« plication you have made of the Produce of the Si 
« Fund will contribute to the Support of the publick Credit ; 
« and the Power you have given me of borrowing 500,000 l. 


« for the Diſcharge of the Seamen's Wages, will meet with 
« univerſal A 


pprobation. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« It is unneceſſary for me to recommend, wade 
« Manner, to your Care, the Preſervation of the Publick 


«« Peace in your ſeveral Stations and Countries: Your own 


Inclinations will naturally lead you, by a due Execution of 
the Laws, and a faithful Adminiſtration of Juſtice, to pro- 


* mote upon all Occaſions the Welfare and Proſperity of 
my People. 


128. 


Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to the wa 


gth of Auguſt : They were afterwards farther prorogued to 
the 21ſt of January. 
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SPEECHES nd DEBATES 
In the Szcond SEss10N of the 


" Parliament of King GEORGE IL. 


Anns 2. Ceo. 
1-28-29 


The King's Speech 
ling the Se- 66 


cond Sehen. 


1 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« Am ſenſible you are met together in Expectation of be- 
ing informed of the preſent Situation of publick Affairs; 


« and of receiving that Satisfaction which the Expences alrea- 


« dy made, and the Apprehenſion of their being continued 


for ſome longer Time, make it juſt and reaſonable for you | 
4 to deſire. | | 


The Execution of the Preliminary Articles, and the 
« Opening of the Congreſs at Soiſſons, laid a Foundation for 


«« you to entertain Hopes of ſeeing, very ſoon, the happy 


« Fruits and Effects of a general Pacification. 


« But the various and extenſive Views, which fell under 
«« Conſideration, in ſettling and reconciling the different In- 


<« tereſts and Pretenſions of ſo many different Powers, ap- 


« peared to be a Work of ſo much Time and Difficulty, that 
the Project of a Proviſional Treaty was thought of as a | 


« proper Expedient ; which being concerted and pegotiated 


« among the Miniſters of the principal Powers, Parties to the 
«© Treaties of Hanover and Vienna, was approved of by me 
« and my Allies, not without reaſonable Hopes of the Con- 


« currence of the Imperial Court and the Court of Madrid. 


« But no definitive Anſwer being yet returned by either of 
« them, nor the Project of the Proviſional Treaty either ac- | 


« cepted, or rejected, the Fate of Europe is ſtill held in Suſ- 
«* pence, labouring under Difficulties that unavoidably attend 
„ ſuch a doubtful and undetermined Condition. | 
It is with no ſmall Concern, that I am again obliged to 
& ſpeak to my Parliament in this State of Uncertainty ; nor 
« am [I inſenſible of the Burthens which my Subjects bear, and 
< that in our preſent Circumſtances ſome may be induced to 
* think, that an actual War is preferable to ſuch a doubtful 
« and imperſect Peace. But as the Exchange is very eaſy 
© to be made at any Time; and as I am confident I ſhall 
not be thought backward in doing myſelf and the Nation 
« Juſtice, when a proper Occaſion calls upon me for it, I 
% hope you will believe, that a juſt Regard for the Eaſe and 


< Intereſt of my People alone prevailed upon me, rather to | 


« ſuffer ſome temporary Inconveniencies, with the daily Pro- 


<< ſpect of obtaining a ſafe and honourable Peace; than too 


« precipitately to kindle a War in Europe, and to plunge 


the Nation into ſtill greater and unknown Expences. But 


how dilagrecable ſoever theſe Delays may be, nothing is 


* more unjuſt than to impute them to the Condudt of me, or 
« my Allies. No Endeavours indeed have been wanting to | 


s ſeparate and diſſolve the happy Union that is eſtabliſhed 


among us; but long Experience, and repeated Proofs of | 


« mutual Fidelity, have fo ſlrengthened and cemented this 
| «Cc Alliance, 


Se eee eee 


r = © 5 = 


a 
_ 


( 33 ) 
Alliance, founded upon, and united by common Intereſt, Enno z. Geo. 11. 


1728-29. 


that all Attempts to weaken it, or to create Jealouſies | 
« Diffidence among us, have proved as vain and fruitleſs, as 


„ that if 


29 * 
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It cannot be expected that I ſhould enter into the ſeveral 
* Cauſes and Motives, which may have occaſioned the pre- 
* ſent Delays in the Courts of Vienna and Madrid; but if, 
** among other Reaſons, Hopes given from hence of creating 
* Difcontents and Diviſions among my Subjects, and a Pro- 


- | your yait & 
© gard for your own Honour and the Intereſt and Security 
of the Nation, will determine you effectually to diſcourage 
the unnatural and injurious Practices of ſome Few, who 
e ſuggeſt the Means of diſtreſſing their Country, and after- 
* wards clamour at the Inconveniencies which they them- 
* ſelves have occaſioned. It is more than probable, that 
Foreign Courts will wait now for the Reſult of your Deli- 
Vor. IL E „ bera- 
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Anno 2. Geo. I!. 
1728-29. 


Sir G. Oxenden's 
Motion tot an Ad- 
_ <iels of Thanks. 


( 34 ) 

&« berations ; and as you may depend upon my Conſtancy and 
* Steadineſs, that no wicked and groundleſs Suggeſtions or 
« Infinuations ſhall make me depart from my preſent Pur- 

* poles, ſo I entirely rely upon your Wikew and Unans- 
« mity, to convince the World, that ſuch pernicious Defigns 
« and Intrigues ſhall not alter that Affection, Harmony, and 
a Underſtanding, which. has hitherto ſubſiſted, and I 


hope will always ſubſiſt, between me and my Parliament. 


The Commons being returned to their Houſe, and the 
Speaker having reported his Majeſty's Speech, Sir 
END 
Thanks of the H z to con- 
his Majeſty 1 the Arrival of the Prince of 
Wales ; to acknowledge his Majeſty's Goodneſs and Wiſdom, 
in avoiding all Difhculties and Delays, by concerting the 
moſt — Z ef — 1 


r. ob end mans Fee: To 
aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe, fully convinc'd, that his 
— ans lemons, and Os Hawes of — 
above all Things, r 
upon his Majeſty to do himſelf and the Nation Juſtice, as 
ſoon as any proper Occaſion ſhall call _ x 
ha the Commerce of this 


tion at the Words to Secure the Commerce, inſtead of which 
they thought it more proper to ſay, Reftore the Commerce: 
And to ſupport their Opinion, took Notice of the many and 


ing proper Orders to ſecure our Trade, to repreſs thoſe In- 


Mr Y ddington. 
Mir H. Walpole. 
Lord — 


Lord Mal 

Mir Talbot. 

Sir W. Sirickla::d. 
Sir P. Methuen. 
Sic R. Walpols. 


ſults, and to make Repriſals, according to the Law of Na- 
tions. This occaſion'd a Debate, upon the Queſtion, whe- 
ther the Word Secure ſhould and, or whether Reffore ſhould 
be inſerted initead of it ; but Sir George Oxenden, Mr Wal- 
ter Chetwynd, Mr Edward Thompſon, Sir William Vonge, 
Mr Doddington, Mr Horatio Walpole, Lord Finch, Lord 
Malpas “, Mr Talbot , Sir William Strickland, Sir Paul Me- 


tuen, and Sir Robert Walpole infilted on the former; and | 


on 
A Commithon'y of the Admiralty. | 
«Mme REES, 8 — 
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ſo great Abilities, as Af. 
fairs, ſnould not and 
Galleons, or that tl very 
Diſtance from each by 
Vernon, he would 
not pretend 
publiſh'd in 
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| ing call'd for, and put, 
cure ſhould ſtand ? It was carry'd in 


Jan. 23. The Houſe preſented the fame to the . 


of 


of Great Britain, ith regard to the Negotiations and other Mr Lutw 
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cure 2 fafe and honourable Peace, a Rupture ſhould 


© enable you to act with Vigour in Conjunction with 
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637 
We beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will, with amo. Ceo. ur. 
* the greateſt Chearfulneſs, raiſe the Supplies neceſſary for . 
* anſwering and defrayi 2 


* enſuing Year, and wi] 
© ſition of the g 
« if, after all your n 


- 
117 
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© come unavoidable, your Majeity ma y depend 
* Zeal and Affection of of this Houſe, = 


to 
your M.jcity, in carrying on a juſt and neceſſary W 
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Allies, as future Events K» 
Affairs may require. 
And as nothing can be more injuri 


: 
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1 
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Jaw. 23. Sir Charles Turner made a Motion for a Supply, A Supply votcd. 
which was unanimouſly refolv'd on. This Reſolution was, 


on the 25th, mood and agreed ts. 


Jan. 
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: That in the Year 1727, 


( 39 ) 


| 2411 
His i 1 
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an Annual and Parliamentary Army, under 
Diſciplin>, and not only de 


ſubſervient and uſeful to the Civil Power; and 
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Great Britain, and for G 
1729, be including 2815 Invali 
Companies 


ile 


The ſame Day, Sir George Oxenden, from the Commiſ- 
fioners of the Navy, laid before the Houſe, an / 
the Amount of the Intereſt-Money which had been paid for 


Navy and Victualling Bills, from the 25th of December, | 


1721, to the 25th of December, 1728. This Account 
| Mr Pulteney* Ob- gave Occaſion to Mr Pulteney to take Notice, That not- 
&rvations [n the withſtanding the good OEconomy that was ſaid to be eſta- 

bliſh'd in the Management of the Revenues, the publick 


Debts ſtill increaſed every Year; ' to which the Courtiers an- 
ſwer d, That the contrary plainly appear'd, ſrom the Pro- 
duce of the Sinking Fund, by Means whereof, the Supplies 


it was no leſs unjuſt than abſurd, to entertain and [ 
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(41) 
for this Year would be raiſed, without laying any new Taxes ;* 
Hereupon it was moved, That this Houſe will raiſe the 
Supplies neceſſary for the current Service of this Year, with- 
out creafing + Laker ww cody flo fog : But 
the Queſtion being put thereupon, it paſs'd in the Negative. 

Feb. 5 dr Tolls prefimadiee the Comms an Account 
of Subſidies payable by his Majeſty to the King of Sweden, 


and the Duke of Brunſwick Lunenburg Wolfenbuttle ; Then a 


Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, That an humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to defire that this Houſe 
may be inform'd what Demands were made in Behalf of the 
Crown of Great Britain, to his Majeſty's Allies, for Succours 


Anne 2. Gee. N. 
1728-29. 


of Troops, Ships, or Money, which they were obliged to fur- 


niſh, in Purſuance of Treaties, during the late Hoſtilities, 
and Siege of Gibraltar, and in what Manner the faid De- 
mands were comply'd with ; or whether any Meaſures were 


y 
ſettled and concerted between the Crown of Great Britain 


and its Allies, in order to carry on a general and vigorous 
War, in caſe the Project of the Preliminary Articles of Peace, 


under Conſideration during the Siege of Gibraltar, had not 


been accepted: But the Queſtion being put, it was carry'd in 


the Negative. | 


Duty incumbent on them, to retrench all ſuperfluous Ex- 
: _—— 
would not enter upon the Inquiry, whether ſuch a 

Body of Heſſian Auxiliaries was neceſſary at a Time of per- 
fe&t Tranquility, at leaſt, of Inaftion : But he begg'd Leave 
to obſerve, that the Landgrave of Heſſe - Caſſel uſed to keep 
7000 Men conſtantly in his Pay ; and as he had only added 
5000 Men, to make up the 12,000, which he was to furniſh 


| to the Allies of Hanover, it ſeem'd but reaſonable that Great- 


Britain ſhould pay for no more than theſe 5000-Additional 
Troops; adding, That the fame might be ſaid, with reſpect 
to the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, who, notwithſtanding the Sub- 
ir he madbeet tom Cane Bite. mah be me 
Vor. Il. = Troops 


frm 2. Geo. II. 
' 1-25-29, 


Sir R. Walpole, 


Sir J. Jekyll. 
Nu Lutwyche. 


Sir P. Yorke, 
Mr Talbot. 
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6642) 
Troops than ke did before.” Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole 
endcavour'd to juſlify the Meaſures that had been taken, in 


Coniequence of the Hanover Alliance; and in particular to 


ſew how uſeful this Body of 12,000 Hleſſians had been, to- 
wards preventing the kindling of a War, for which the Court 
of Vienna, with the Afittance of Spaniſh Subſidies, had 


made great Preparations, and, in order thereto, had retain d 


Troops of three EleQtors, befides the Augmentation of its 
own. Adding, That for his Part, he was fully convinc'd, 
that had it not been for the Heſſians, the Emperor would 


not have come into the Preliminaries, and other Pacific 


Meaſures ; and therefore they ought not to grudge an Ex- 
pence, which had already prov'd fo beneficial to the Tran- 


quility of Europe. To this, Sir Joſeph Jekyll and Mr Lut- | 
wyche, reply d. That whatever Gloſs might be put upon 


ſuch Meaſures, yet, in their Opinion, they were repugnant 


to the conſtant Maxims, by which England, in former Times, 


ſteer d and ſquar' d its Conduct, with relation to its Intereſt 
Abroad: That when our glorious Anceſtors had any Quarreis 
with their Neighbours, they bravely fought them 'till they 


either beat them into Peace, or forc'd them to buy it; of 


which there were many Inſtances in our Hiſtory : That our 
Navy is our natural Strength ; and, if well managed, our 


beſt Defence and Security: But if, in order to avoid a War, 


we are ſo condeſcending and fo free-hearted as to buy and 
maintain the Forces of Foreign Princes, we are never like 
to ſee an End of ſuch extravagant Expences. They were re- 
plied to by Sir Philip Yorke and Mr Talbot; but at laft, by 


a Majority of 256 Voices againſt 91, the following Reſoluti- 
ons were carry d, viz. I. That the Sum of 241, 259 l. 


1 5. 3 d. be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the 
of 12,00 Heſſians, taken into his Majefty's Pay, for the 
Year 1729. II. The Sum of 50,0001. for one Year's 
Subſidy to the King of Sweden, purſuant to a Treaty 
dated the 14th of March, 1726-7. III. The Sum of 
25,000 I. for cne Year's Subſidy to the Duke of Wolfen- 
buttle, purſuant to a Treaty dated the 25th of Nov. 1727. 
Feb. to. Theie Reſolutions being reported were agreed 
to by the Houſe, without dividing : But it was reſolved to 


ni adirefs his Majeſly, That whenever it ſhall be neceſſary to 


tzke any Foreign i cvops into his Service, he will be graci- 


oully pleaſed to uſe his Endeavours, that they be clothed 


with the Manufa&tares of Great Britain. 

Feb. 18. A Motion was made, that the Court of Directors 
of the South Sea Company do lay before the Houſe an 
Account of all Demands, with the Value thereof, which the 
Company has, ſince the Year 1717, had upon the Spaniards, 
for Seizares made by them of $.ivs, or other Effects 2 
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3 ſaid Company, together with an Account of what Satisfaction anno 2. Seo. U. 


has been made to the Company for the ſaid Loſſes, and how 1728-29, 
much of the fame ſtill remains unſatisfy d: But the Quettion WEIR 
being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Negative. 

Feb. 21. A Petition of the Merchants trading to, and inte- en of te 
reſted in the Briciſh Plantations in America, in Behalf of them- Mf e | 
ſelves and many others, was preſented to the Houſe, and read, de Depredations 
complaining of great Interruptions, for ſeveral Years paſt, of e. 
the Trade of this Kingdom to the Britiſh Colonies in Ame- 
rica, by the Spaniards, whoſe Depredations in thoſe Seas en- 
danger the entire Loſs of that valuable 'Trade ; and that the 
Petitioners are without Remedy, for want of proper Powers 
for the Recovery of their Loſſes ; and that the Spaniards treat Whichare referred 
ſuch of his Majeſty's Subjects, as have fallen into their Hands, mice. 
in a very barbarous and cruel Manner ; and praying the Con- 
ſideration of the Houſe, and ſuch timely Remedy as the 
Houſe ſhall think fit: This Petition, after ſome Debate, was 
referr'd to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Feb. 24. The Order of the Day being read, for going into Motion for taking 
2 Grand Committee on Ways and Means, a Motion was made, gap zud Candles 
and the Queſtion was propos d. That it be an Initruction 
to the ſaid Committee, that they do conſider of proper Means 


do take off the Duties upon Soap and Candles, granted and 


made a Security for ſeveral large Sums of Money, advanced 

for the Service of the Publick upon Parliamentary Credit, 

the greateſt Part of the Surpluſſes whereof belong to the 

Sinking Fund, appropriated to the diſcharging the National 

Debt, incurred betore the 25th of December, 1716 : But the 

previous Queſtion being put, that the Queition be now put, 

it paſſed in the Negative, by a Majority of 217 Voices a- 

inſt 79. | | 

8 * 11. A Motion was made, That an humble Ad- ,,,;.n for an Ao. 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would direct the count ot69,0001. 


charg'd for Secret 


proper Officers to lay before the Houle a particular and diſ- Service. 
tinct Account of the Diſtribution of the Sum of 60,000 1. which 
in an Account laid before this Houſe, ſhewing how the Money 
given for the Service of the Year 1728, has been diſpoſed 


of, is charged to have been iflued to perfect and fulfil the Ob- 


ligations his Majeſty is under, on account of Engagements 
— into ws pn Bader for ſecuring the Trade and Na- 
vigation of this Kingdom, and for reſtoring and preſerving 
the Peace of Europe. 5 N 

March 13. A Bill was order'd to be brought in, For the Prüf a di- 
more effeftual preventing Bribery and Corruption in (þe Elec- — 41 
tions of Members to ſerve in Parliament. | EW 

The ſame Day Petitions of divers Merchants trading to is 
Portugal, Spain, and Italy, &c. were preſented to the _ 

"80 | A 


a os. ad ch; bb ſeveral Years paſt, 
b their Ships and Effects 2 been ſciz d in the Har- 
Petition ofthe bours of Spain, and taken at Sea by Spaniſh Men of War 
Portugueſe, 5p3* and Privateers, and confiſcated ; and tho' regular Application 
Merchants gelt. had been made for Redreſs, and Proofs given of the Loſſes ; 
S of the and Satisfaction might have been demanded at the Court of 
Tra. Madrid, yet no Benefit had been receiv'd thereby; and there- 
fore praying the Conſideration of the Houſe, and ſuch Re- 
ide dae lief as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem fit. Theſe Petitions were re- 
Committee. ferr'd to the Committee of the whole Houſe. 
Then the Houſe, having reſolw'd it ſelf into the faid Com- 
mittee, conſider d farther of the Petitions of divers Mer- 
_  — intereſted in the Britiſh Plantations in 


off the farther Conſideration of that Affair 

| | oth, but came to the following Reſolution, VIZ. 
| Refalution of the That from the Peace concluded at Utrecht, in the Year 
—_ 3, to this Time, the Britiſh Trade and Navigation to 


the American 


Traders Petitions. and from the ſeveral Britiſh Colonies in America, has been 
RG greatly interrupted by the continual Depredations of the Spa- 
niards, who have ſeiz'd very valuable Effects, and have un- 

ſt and made Prize of great Numbers of Britiſh 

} armor by 


Ships and Veſſels thoſe F 
S 


y reſoly'd Nem. Con. 

t t Addr wh —— Arg 4th to defire 
e his Majeſty will uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to prevent ſuch 
8 IU 


Ws Majeſty's An- Have always had the greateſt Regard and Concern for 
— the Commerce and — of my Kingdoms ; I 
am ſenſibly affected with the Loſſes ſuſtain'd by my Trading 
„Subjects; I have upon all proper Applications given the 
* {triteſt Orders for procuring juſt and reaſonable Satisfac- 
tion; and you may be aſſured, that I will uſe my beſt 


«© Endeavours | 


in the farther hearing of the Petitio- 
thro” the Evidence; and, at laſt, after ſome 
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e Tndeavours to anſwer the Deſires e Anno 2. Goo. K. 


March 19. The Lords ſene a Meſſage to the Commons, The Lords, at » 
deſiring a t Conference, relating to Gibraltar and Mi- ——— de- 
norca; W ich being agreed to, the Managers for the Lords ne und de. 
communicated to thoſe of the Commons a Reſolution which folutivn relaung 
er as follows: viz. Reſolv'd by the iinorca. 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, that 
they do entirely rely upon his Majeſty, That he will, for 
maintaining the Honour, and the Trade of 
is Kingdom, take effectual Care in the preſent Treaty, 


preſerve his undoubted Right to Gibraltar and the Iſland 


Lord Malpas, one of the Managers for the Commons, 
the Conference to the Houſe, it was reſolv d ,, aww for 3 
to addreſs his Majeſty for a Copy of the Letter written by from King Gear 
his late Majeſty to the King of Spain, in 1721, relating to i. the king of 
Gibraltar. This may be found in the APPENDI — 
March 21. The fad Letter being laid before the Houſe, 2 — 
the ſame was taken into Conſideration, together with the 


thoſe who firſt adviſed his late Majeſty to write ſuch a Letter, 
as either implied, or at leaſt was taken by the Spaniards, 
as a poſitive Promiſe of giving up Gibraltar ; and there- 
fore might be lock d upon as the main Source and Occaſion 
both of the ſubſequent Meaſures that have been purſu'd to 
recover that falſe Step, and of the Difficulties we at preſent 


labour under.” The Courtiers endeavour'd to juſtify thoſe 


eaſures, and aſſur d the Houſe, * That effeQual Care had 
the preſent Negociation, to ſecure the Poſſeſ- 
tar to the Crown of Great- Britain: But the 
anſwer d, That the ſame did not plainly ap- 
enor of the Proviſional Treaty; and therefore 
to the Lords Reſolution, now under Confidera- 
the low wing Words might be added, viz. * And that 9,1, tyereon, 
Pretenfions on the Part of the Crown of Spain to the 
n But aſter ſome farther 
ſtion being put upon the faid Motion, it 
the Negative, by 267 Voices againſt 111. 
Queſtion being put, Tha this Houſe does T* Commons 


avrec to the above 


Lords in the faid Reſolution, it was carried Refuiution of the 
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in the 9 without dividing. 


The fame Day, a Bill, For the more effetual proventin Ne 
Bribery and Corruption in the Electian of Members to 2 — * 


in Parliament, was read the firſt, and coner's wo be rene 2 
ſecond Time. 


March 


( 45 ) 
Anno 2. Geo. Is. uy 24. The faid Bill having been read a ſecond Time, 
— was committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 
March 25. The above Reſolution having been form'd into 
an Addrefs, both Houſes preſented the ſame to his Majelty, 
who return'd the following Anſwer : 


Thank you for the Confidence you repoſe in me, I 
will take effectual Care, as I have hitherto done, ta 
« ſecure my undoubted Right to Gibraltar, and the Iſland 
+ of Minorca. 


The ſame Day, Sir Paul Methuen deliver'd to the Com- 


mons the following Anſwer to their Addreſs of the 1ith 


that Addreſs, had been iſſued and diſburſed, purſuant to 
<< the Power given to his Majeſty by Parliament, for neceſ- 


- — . 0 
« Account of the Diſtribution of it, could not poſſibly be 


given, without a manifeſt Prejudice to the Publick.“ 


March 27. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, con- | 


fider'd farther of the Petition of ſeveral Merchants relating 


to the Spaniſh Depredations ; heard ſome of the Petitioners ; 


examin'd Witneſſes ; and after a warm Debate, put off the 
farther Conſideration of that Matter to the 2d of April. 
April 1. The Bill, For the more effeftual preventing Bri- 


paſs d, and ſent to the Lords 
Wynne, Knight of the Shire for 


igh. 


April 2. Several Papers from the Admiralty-Office were 
laid before the Houſe, and all of them referr'd to the Grand F 
Committee, who made ſome farther Progreſs in the Conſide- | 


to ration of the ſeveral Petitions, camplaining of the Spaniſh 


to the following Reſolutions, viz. I. That ſeveral Ships, 


this Kingdom trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, have 
been taken and ſeiz d by the Spaniards, in manifeſt Violation 
of the Treaties ſubſiting between the two Crowns, far 
which no Reſtitution has yet been made; and that the Ma- 


ſters and Crews of ſeveral of the ſaid Ships have been bar- | 


barouſly and inhumanly treated. II. That in order to take 


the neceſſary Care of the Intereſts and Properties of his Ma- 


jelty's Subjeſts, and thoſe of his Allies, very much concern'd 


bery and Corruption in Elections was read the third Time, | 
by Mr Watkin Williams 


Depredations ; and then this Affair was again adjourn'd to 
the 3d of April; when, after a Debate, the Committee came 


Merchandizes, and Effects, belonging to the Merchants of 


Inſtant, viz. * That the Sum of 60,0001. mentioned m 
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in the Cargo and Effects | ing to the Flota and 
and that all poſſible Juſtice might be done to all P 
tereſted therein; and to the I that the faid Treafure 
ſhould nct r ſu 
ous Meaſures and Engagements, againſt his Majeſty and * 


Galleons, 
arties in- 


Allies, the Orders and Inſtructions given to Vice-Admiral 


Hofier to block up the Flota and Galleons ; and to endeavour 


to ſecure and detain them, without any Embezzlement, until 
Jultice and Satisfaction ſhould be given to his Majeſty and 
his Allies, were juſt, prudent, and neceſſary, tending very 


much to prevent an open Rupture, and to preſerve the Peace 
and Tranquility of Europe. 


April 4. The above Reſolutions being reported were 
d to by the Houſe ; and then, it was farther reſolv'd, | 


Anno 2. Geo. H. 
1729. 


· . 


en Majeſty, that he will — 


uſe his belt Endeavours to obtain all juſt and reaſonable Sa- 
tisfaction for the Loſſes and Damages, which the Merchants 
of this Kingdom trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, 


have ſuſtain'd by the Spaniards taking and — ſeveral of 
their Ships, Merchandizes, and Effects, in maniflt Violation 


of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns.” The 
Houſe alſo order'd, That the above-mention'd Reſolutions 
be laid before his Majeſty, at the fame Time with the ſaid 
Addreſs, by ſuch Members as were of the Privy-Council. 
April g. Sir Paul Methuen acquainted the Houſe, © That 
the 1aid Addreſs and Reſolutions having been laid before the 


King, his Majeſty was pleaſed to command him to acquaint |. 


the Houſe,” * That his Majeſty was always extremely con- fuer 


« cern'd when he heard of the Loſſes and Sufferings of his 
Subjects; and would continue to uſe his beſt Endeavours, 
* as he had hitherto done, upon all Occafions, to obtain for 
them juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction. 

Member for 


Avril 11. Upon a Motion of Mr * 


— 


to the Accounts relaing 


Briſtol, it was reſoly'd to addreſs his Majeſty for an Account Revenue laid be. 


of the Produce of the Civil Liſt Revenues, within the Year 

from Midſummer 1727 to Midſummer 1728, over and 
above the annual, weekly, or other Payments and Incum- 
brances thereon, and over and above all Grants made by 
any of his Majeſty's Predeceſſors: And ſome other Papers re- 


lating to the particular Receipts of the faid Revenues, were 
call'd for, and laid before the Houſe. 


April 22. Several Papers relating to the Civil Liſt Reve- 
nues, were laid before the Houſe. 


April 23. The Commons went into a Grand Committee 
on the Supply; and after Examination of the 
| — 


_ © F&yetary to the Treaſy. 


fore the Houtt, 


Ame 2. Geo. II. 
29. 
Motion for vrant- 

ing to the King 
t15,0001. on Ac- 
count of Arrears 
in the Civil Litt 
Revenues. 


Debate thereon, 


Mr Scrope. 


( 43 ) 
of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, the Poſt-Maſter General, and 
other Officers concern'd in the Civil Lift Revenues, the 
Courtiers endeavour d to prove, That there were fo great Ar- 
rears ſtanding out on the ſeveral Branches of thoſe Revenues, 
that they fell ſhort of producing within the Year, the clear 
Sum of 800,000 1. which was ſettled for his Majeity's Civil 
Liſt ; and hereupon Mr Scrope mov'd, © That the Sum of 
115,0001. be granted to his Majeſty, upon account of the 
Arrears of his Civil Liſt Revenues, to be replaced and re- 
funded, for the Uſe and Benefit of the Publick, out of ſuch 


Arrears of the ſaid Revenues, as ſh.il! be itanding out at his 


Majeſty's Demiſe, and together with tne ſaid Sum of 
115,000 l. ſhall be more than tufficient to make up the Pro- 
duce of the ſaid Revenues 800, o00 I. per Arnum, during his 


Majeſty's Life, to be computed from the 25th of une 


Mr W. Pulteney. 


str K. Wa'pole. 


1727. Though the Deſign of this Motion was cafily appre- 


hended, yet many Members expreſs'd their Surprize, that it 
ſhould be made ſo late in the Seſſion, and after the Receſs 


of Eaſter, and when it was generally underſtood that there 


was no farther Demand of Money to be made; ſince it re- 
lated to an Account, ſaid by the Member who made the 


Motion, to have been cloied at Midſummer 1728, and 
— 


conſequently proper in every Reſpect, if at all, to ha 
been brought in very early in the Seſſion, and to ha 
conſideged in a full Houſe ; and this Motion appeared to 
them the more extraordinarv, becauſe, in the former 
the ſeveral Duties and Revenues granted by the Act 


the 
better Support of his Majeſty's Houſhold, and of the Honour 


and Dignity of the Crown, were underſtood, and appear'd by 
the Accounts then before the Houſe, to produce yearly much 
above the Sum of 800,000 |. for which they were given; and 
therefore the faid Motion was vigorouſly oppos'd by Mr 


William Pulteney, and other Members, who mov'd, * That | 


theſe Accounts and Papers ſhould be referr'd to a Select 
Committee, with Power to fend for ſuch other Accounts, 
and to call before them and examine iuch Officers of the Re- 
venue as they judg'd neceſſary, and then to report to the 
Houſe a true State of the Fact, and whether it did appear 
to them that there really was ſuch a Deficiency in the Pro- 
duce of the Civil Lift Revenues.” But this was oppos'd by 
Sir Robert Walpole, and Mr Scrope who had delivered in 
theſe Accounts ; and the Queſtion being put upon Mr Pul- 
teney's Motion, it paſſed in the Negative. Then it was 
moved by the Country Party, That this Affair might be con- 
ſidered in a full Houſe, and that for that Purpoſe all Leaves 
ef Abſence might be revok'd, and the Members ſummon'd 
to attend; which having alſo paſſed in the Negative, the 
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ſettling the Price of Corn and Grain im- 
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Anno 2. Geo. II. 
1929. 


King" « Speech at 
the 


650) 


My Wanne 
HE Seaſon of the Year, and the Diſpatch you have 


putting an End to 6 given to the publick Buſineſs, make it proper for 


« me to put an End to this Seſſion of Parliament; which 
« [ cannot do without expreſſing my Satisfaction at the juſt 
« Regard you have ſhewn upon all Occaſions, to my Honour, 
« and to the true Intereſt of my People. 


« The Prudence and Temper, with which you have pro- 


b. aalen at this eren Conjundture have been very ac- 


s ceptable to me, and cannot fail of meeting with general 
« Approbation : Your ſeveral Determinations, upon Matters 
« of the greateſt Nicety and Importance, have ſhewn you 
not inſenſible of the Difficulties we labour under, without 


_ « ſuffering yourſelves to be tranſported, and carried into any 


< unreaſonable Warmths and Animoſities. You have con- 
« fider'd the Loſſes of our Merchants, with a becoming 
« Compaſſion and Concern ; and received their Complaints 
„jn ſuch a Manner, as will beſt conduce to the 
« them Juſtice and Satisfaction; and you may be aſſur'd, 
22 on my part, to anſwer 
« the tions iſhes of my P 
| . 

The Supplies which you have granted me, and ſo ef. 
« fectually raiſed, in a Manner the leaſt burthenſome to 
« my Subjects, are a new Proof of your Zeal, 


Aﬀection, 
« and Readineſs to ſupport me in the Defence and Protec- 


<< tion of the Rights and Privileges of my Kingdom. It is 
a great Satisfaction to me to obſerve, that you have been 

« thus able to ſupply the neceſſary Charges and 

„ that have been unavoidably brought and continu'd upon 


« us, and at the ſame Time to make — | 


“ leflening and reducing the National Debt. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
6s 11 you, that it being neceſſary 
« for me to viſit my German Dominions this Year, I have 
* determin'd to make the Queen Re here, during m 
« Abſence; and I muſt, in a 2 


it to you all, to make her Adminiſtration as eaſy as 


* fible, by preſerving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, 
* in your ſeveral Stations and Countries ; and by endea- 


| © vouring to diſcountenance and reſtrain the vile and ſedi- 


The Parliament 
pivriguce, 


* tious Practices of raifing unjuſt Clamours, and creating 
Diſcontents in the Minds of my People.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to | 
the 22d of July. They were afterwards prorogued to the 


13th of January. 
SPEECHES 
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SPEECHES nd DEBATES 
In the Ty1nD SESSION of the 


rs Parliament of King GrOIAGE II. 


H E King came to the Houſe of Peer, on the 13th Anno 3. Geo. U. 
92 . — 
jeſty made the following Speech: 


„ 3 
T is Satisfaction I acquaint that we King's Speech at 
1 ourſelves e, e | 
oo or | booms nh agen Bee $f 
— OIL 7 ON by having concluded an 
« abſolute Peace with the Crown of Spain. 

This N otiation hath been carry d on, and finiſh'd, 


Powers in the Quadruple Alliance were before en 
d, it is very juſtly to be 
Beginning, the great Wo 


* 11222 ESD. mote add nk. 
6 in favour of our Trade and Navigation, are renewed and 
* confirmed ; not only a free 9 Exerciſe of 
4 qur 


( 52 ) 


Anas 3. Geo. h. our Commerce, for the future, is reſtored ; but juſt and 


1729-7". 


« as may entirely defeat the Hopes of our 


«© ample Reſtitution and Reparation, for unlawful Seizures 
« and Depredations, are expreſly ſtipulated and agreed to : 
« In general, all Rights, Privileges, and Poſſeſſions, in any 
« Manner belonging to me and my Allies, are ſolemnly re- 


_ « ejlabliſhed, confirmed and guarantuyed, and not one Con- 


« ceſſion is made to the Prejudice of me or my Subjects. 

« By this Means, a Foundation 1s laid for removing all 
% former Animoſities and Mi {tandings between the 
« Kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain : And it is not at all 
« to be doubted, but that, by a faithful Execution of our 
« reciprocal Engagements, a perfett Friendſhip betwixt the 
e common Ties of mutual In- 


«« tereſt, may be more ſtrongly eſtabliſhed and cemented than 


« preſent Situation, I muſt in the ſtrongeſt 


« . | 


at 
+ Home and Abroad: The groundleſs Infinuations, — 
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Anno 3. Geo. n. © Privileges, and Poſſeſſions belonging to your Majeſty re: 

breed and confirm'd ; when we tee the Crown of Spain 
© under new and freſh Obligations to your Majeity, not only 
© to permit to your Subjects a free and uninterrupted Exer- 
* ciſe of their Tr:de and Commerce tur the future, but to 
make juſt and w1iple Reititution and Reparation for all for- 
© mer unlawful Sczures and Depredations. 

The Extenſion ot former Engagements, without any ma- 
© terial Alterations in the principal Articles from the Pur- 
© port and Intentions of former Treaties, in order to obtain 
© theſe great and truly valuable Advantages, without one 
Conceſſion made to the Prejudice of your Majeity or your 
© Subje&:, is a Conſideration, that to reject, had been lofi 
© the faireſt Opportunity to recover the ancient Freedom 
© Liberty of Trade and Commerce to theſe Kingdoms; and 
© not faithfully to fulfil and execute what is itipulated on 
© your Majeſty's part to ſecure a reciprocal Performance from 
your Majelty's Allies, of the Engagements they have en- 
«© ter'd into, would be abandoning the particular Intereſts and 
© Properties of your Majeſty's trading Subjects; and to ex- 

ſe the Trade and Commerce of this Nation to all the 
Hazards and Uncertainties, which they have fo long labour'd 


© Theſe Blefiings, ſecured to us, will ſufficiently compen- 
* fate all Inconveniencies that can attend the Performance 
of your Majeſty's Engagements: And as it is juſtly to be 
« preſumed, that a general Pacification and Tranquility in 
© Europe will be the Conſequence of the preſent Treaty, 


o 
a 
6 


the Proſpect of ſeeing this ſoon compleat and perfected 
adds greatly to our Satisfaction. 
* But if, contrary to Expectation, and in Reſentment to : 
your Majeſty's juit and prudent Meaſures, any new Troubles 
© thould be raiſed in Europe, to oppoſe or diſappoint the 
Execution of the preſent Engagements, we think ourſelves 
* obliged by the ſtrangeſt Ties of Duty, Affection, and Gra- 
© titude, to aſſure your Majeity, that we will ſtand by and 
ſupport your Majeſty againſt all Inſults and Indignities that 
* ſhall be offer d to your Majeity, and that we will enable 
© you to make good your Engagements with your Allies. 
The immediate Reduction of fo conſiderable a Part of 
your Forces by Sea and Land, upon the firſt Notice of the 
© Confirmation of the Peace, is another Inſtance of your 
* Majelty's Care and Attention to the Eaſe and Welfare of 
* your People; and the recommending to our Conſideration 
the State of the Sinking Fund, in fo gracious and conde- 
* ſcending a Manner, obliges us to proceed with all poſſible 
Caution and Prudence in an Affair of that Nicety and 
Importance, where the earlieſt Diſcharge of the National 
| Debt 


fe 


* TY Return you 
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, on one Hand, and the Hardſhips of the poor Arti- ano z. Geo. K. 
* ficers and Manufacturers on the other, require the — 
* Regard, and deſerve the moſt mature Deliberation 

a due Senſe of theſe many Proofs of your Maje- 

— Endeavours to conſult the Happineſs of 
ö we think ourſelves obliged to aſſure your Ma- 
that this Houſe will, by the beit and moſt — Me- 
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58 
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he Good of your People defeat the vain 
ing pre who may fatter themſelves 
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To the rhove Adds, his Majely gave this Audver. 


my Thanks for this very affeCtionate and 
loyal Addreſs. The Aſſurances you have given me, The King le, 
and the Support of my Parliament in enabling me to make thereto. 


« You may be afſured, that the Confidence you repoſe in 
| © me ſhall never be made uſe of, but for preſerving the pub- 
os D for maintaining the Rights and Intereſts 
* of my People, and in Vindication of my Honour and 
* Dignity.” 


Tan. 28. The Cumin in a Grand Committee on 
Supply, took into Conſideration the 
Forces for the Service of the Year 1730, 
— in Great Bit, j 

and in Great Britain, and 
with 1850 Invalids and 555 Men, n, Jerky und Guy, 
panies in the Hi „be 17,709 Men, Commiſſion 
and Non-Commiſſion Officers included. This Motion was 
ſeconded by Sir William Yonge, but was oppos'd by Mr Pul- 


off 


teney, and Lord Morpeth, who were for reducing the Num-. . 


ber to 12,000 Men, Mr Pelham in Support of his Motion, 28288 
having urg d, That every Reduction, which hath been made 
within theſe ſixteen Vears, has been attended with ſome ill 
Conſequence or other, which ſoon after fore d us upon a 
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ur.der the ſame Difficulties, we have been for ſixteen Years 
together. But to paſs over theſe Remarks, the late Re- 
duction was very fallacious, and looked as if thoſe, who 
had the Direction of it, were not heartily inclined to get 


rid of our growing militiry Power, or to return to the 


Sir, the Principle of Self-Preſervation will laſt as long as 


Perſons and Governments themſelves ſubſiſt, and is an Ar- 


gree, as applied to the preſent Queſtion. For it does not ap- 
pear to me, that we can have Occaſion, even this Year, for 
ing the glorious Scene of 


mediate Accefſion : Nor are they, in any fort, neceſſary, 
for the Safety of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government. 


Force and Violence are the Reſort of Uſarpers and Ty- 
rants only.] perceive ſome Gentlemen take Offence at 


my Words, and therefore, that they may not be miſcon- 
ſtrued, I will repeat them. —— I afiert then, it is a ground- 
ed Maxim in Civil Science, that Force and Violence are 
the Reſort of Uſurpers and Tyrants only ; becauſe they 
are, with good Reaſon, diſtruſtful of the People, whom 
they oppreſs ; and becauſe they have no other Security 
for the Continuance of their unlawful and unnatural Do- 
_— than what depends entirely on the Strength of their 
rmies. 

* But it is the peculiar Happineſs and Glory of Great 
Britain to be bleſs d with a Prince, who wants no fuch 
Support; who reigns abſolute in the Hearts of his Subjects; 
who prefers their Eaſe and Intereſt to the Luſtre and Gran- 
deur of his Crown ; who ſets them a Pattern of Prudence 
and Wiſdom ; whoſe Royal Goodneſs would be offended 


Anno 3. Geo. Il. 
1729-30 _ 


— 


with continuing any Tax, or any Burthen upon them, but 


what is requiſite to ſupply the immediate Occaſions and 
Neceſſities of his Government. 
© For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I cannot aſſent to the Queſlion. 
But, before I conclude, give me leave to fay, there is an 
Vo I. II. r | 


—_— 


C013 

Anno 3. Geo. N. Article in the Eſtimate, under your Conſideration, which 
ny I readily allow, in the midit of all my Frugality ; tho? I 
muſt at the fame Time own, with thoſe Gentlemen who 
diſpute it, that it is a new Item, and an additional Article 
to the Eſtimate of the laſt Year, I mean the Salary of 

2001. for the Phyſician of the Tower : For no Perſon, 
who ſhall hereafter have the Misfortune to be confined there, 
on any Account whatſoever, ſhould want proper Aſſiſtance in 
caſe of Sickneſs. Members of this Houſe have been fre- 
quent!y ſent thither, and for very different Reaſons. Some 
for ſpeaking freely, [Sce Fc. I. p. 161.5 others for acting 
corruptly. Now, as it is uncertain of what Denomination 
the Member, or any other Gentleman may be, who ſhall } 
next be committed to that State-Prifon, let us give an In- 

ſtance of our general Compaſſion, and not grudge fo trifli 
a Sum for ſo — a Purpoſe.” * 


After this the Queſtion being put on Mr Pelham's Motion, 
it was Carried in the Affirmative; and it was farther reſolv'd, 
That the Sum of 723,032 l. be granted for the Charge of the 
ſaid 17,709 Men. 
onagadeg Feb. 24. A Bill, To prevent any Perſons, his Majeſty's 
any Pe:tors in Srbiicet, or refiding within this Kingdom ; to advance any 
Een, leon San of Maney to any Foreign Prince, State, or Potentate, 
any forc32n Prince, ewithaut having obtained Licence from his Majeſty, under his 
— Ring, Privy Seal, or fome greater Authority, was read a 
Time, in which, 7zter alia, was the following Clauſe, viz. 
That the King be empower'd by Proclamation, which ſhall 
© take Place within a limited Time, to prohibit all ſuch 
* Loans of Money, Jewels or Bullion ; and this Prohibition 
* to continue a limited 'Time, under limited Forteitures and 
* Penalties, unleſs diſpens'd with by the Crown; that the 
Attorney General be empower'd by Engliſh Bill in the 
Court of Exchequer, to compel the effectual Diſcovery on 
« Oath of any ſuch Loans, and that in Default of an Anſwer 
© to any ſuch Bill, the Court ſhall decree 2 limited Sum 
* 2painit the Defendent, refuſing to anſwer. Provided 
that this Act do not extend to prohibit any Subſcriptions 
to the Publick Funds or Trading Companies of Foreign 
| « Kingdoms.” 
dir k. Walpote, Hereupen Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up, and endeavour d 
do ſhew that ſuch a Bill was always right and neceſſary ; that 
all poſſible Care had been taken in drawing this Bill to 
obviate every Objection, to avoid every Inconvenience ; that 
as to any Fxception which Gentlemen poſſibly might make 
to the Frame of it as it now ſtands, he conceived ttiey would 
propeꝛly come under Conſideration when the Bill was com- 


mitted; thay any reutonable Alterations might be regularly | 


_- * 


or Aſſiſtance of 
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offered and agreed to in ſuch a Committee; and therefore ne 3. Geo. Nl, 


mittee of the whole Houſe, on the 4th of March.“ But this 
was oppos'd by Mr Daniel Pulteney. who declar'd, That 


this being the ſecond J'ime of reading this Bill, he thought 


it was proper to give his Opinion ; and that aficr having 
conſider d it fully, he neither approved it on the whole or 
in any part, for it would entirely prove ineffectual to all the 
Purpoſes propoſed ; it could not poſſibly anſwer good Ends, 
and it would certainly produce very bad ones ; he thought 
it would be a Reſtraint upon Commerce, a Reſtraint of a 
dangerous Nature ; he had heard all the Merchants in gene- 
ral complain of its Tendency, and he wiſh'd they might not 
feel it in a very grievous Manner : That by denying this 
Liberty to all the People of England, by reſtraining all 


made Holland the Market of Europe and the Mart of Xloney 
to the Nations of the Continent : That this was unjuſt and 


imprudent in us, when our Subjects had Money to trade 


with as well as their Neighbours ; when his Majeſty's Sub- 
jets might make an Advantage even of his very Enemies, 
were it not for this ill judged Prohibition : That our Neigh- 
bours the Dutch would rejoice at ſuch a Procedure ; they 
would certainly make this molt fortunate Accident as bene- 
ficial as it could be to their People : That the contrary could 
not be expected, for not only the late Wars of Europe evince 
that the greateſt of Dangers, the moſt formidable Enemies, 
could not be fo terrifying as to prevent them from lending 
their Money to their private Advantage ; but that even in 


1729-30. 


he mov'd, © That the Bill might be committed to a Com- 


Mr D. Pulteney. 


to Princes and Powers abroad, we 5 


their ancient War with Spain, a War wherein they were 


treated not only as Enemies but Rebels, and had they been 
conquer d, they muſt have been Slaves to the Victor, they 
mult have ſubmitted to Popery and Chains; yet their Mer- 
chants aſſiſted the Spaniards, even in that moſt hazardous 
Juncture, with Money, with Arms and Ammunition ; nor 
could we ſuppoſe they would ſcruple to furniſh the Emperor 
alſo with the very fame Aſſiſtance, whenever he ask d it, 
as had always been practis'd fince the firſt Foundation of that 
wiſe Republick. He added, That this Bill was a general 


Prohibition, extending to all Princes, States, or Potentates 


whatever: That thus we were wholly diſabled to aſſiſt the 
beſt Allies, the trueſt Friends, and thoſe who really well de- 
ſerved our Aid: That he was credibly informed, that the King 
of Portugal, to whom we could have no Exception, very fre- 


_ quently borrow'd Money of our Merchants reſiding within 


his Dominions ; and that it could not be denied him, without 

diſobliging a Prince on whoſe Favour our Commerce depends, 

may, expoſing it to his _ Diipleaſure : That ſhould a 
2 


Proclamation 


Ann 3. Ceo, II. 
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Proclamation iſſue here, the Britiſh Subjects who reſide in 
Portugal, or more remote Dominions, may contract for Loans, 
tho' liable to Penalties, of which they may be wholly un- 
apprized : That he had therefore the moſt powerful Motives 
to throw out the Bill, becauſe it prevented the People of 
England from aiding their Friends and Allies ; but what 
was more it might involve many innocent Perſons in un- 
avoidable Guilt, and expoſe them to the heavy Pains of 
unknown Crimes. But his principal Objection to this Bill 
was the Power of Licenſing reſerved thereby to the Crown: 
That he believed it a Power the King would apply to 
the Welfare and Advantage of the People, therefore he 
was not againſt it, as a Power in the Hands of the King; 
but he knew it would be influenced by an Adminiſtration ; 
that whenever theſe Licences iſſued, it muſt be thro' the 


Hands of the Miniſters ; and whilſt ſuch a Prohibition con- 


tinued, he knew not but the Licenſing-Trade might become a 
new Branch of their Buſineſs, and a managing Minitter might 
make it, by tolerable Husbandry, an Article of 20, 30, or 
40,0001. a Year ; and that therefore they might eaſily ſee 
it was not for the Honour of the King, or tne Intereſt of 


his Subjects, that any ſuch Bill was contriv'd, but that it was 


wholly deſign'd for creating of profitable Jobbs, and making 


a Market of the Merchants. That he oppoſed this Bill, | 


becauſe it made the Court of Exchequer a Court of Inqui- 
ſition : That it gave new, great, and extraordinary Powers to 
the Crown, already arm'd, in his Opinion, with weighty and 


terrible Authority: That whilſt it reſtrained our Merchants 


from aſſiſting the Princes and Powers of Europe, it permitted 
our Stock-Jobbers to trade in their Funds without any In- 
terruption: That he knew for whoſe Benefit, this Com- 
plaiſance was deſign d, but that Jobbing Abroad, in the Stocks 
of Foreign Nations, was what we ſhould leaſt enc 


and what we ought moſt to prohibit ; for we have ſuffer'd | 


ſeverely by that Means already, and our Miniltry would 
never give us Relief or Aſſiſtance ; and thus our People, when 


they truſted their Money with our faithful Allies the French, | 


in the Affair of the Miſüſſipi, were ruin'd and betray'd by 


their Edicts of State, and had nothing but Paper for Specie: 


hat notwithſtanding this moſt ſhameful Treachery, this 


great Injuſtice ard Violation of the Laws of Nations, the 


du R. Walpole. 


Miniſtry never interpoſed with the leaſt good Office for their 
ſuffering Fellow-SubjeQs, who have irrecoverably loſt the 
Money they unhappily advanc'd in thoſe fatal, thoſe faithles 


Schemes. 


Mr Pulteney baving done ſpeaking, Sir Robert Walpole 


replied, * That he thought thoſe Objeftions more proper for 
tac Conſideration of the Houle, in a Commtice of the 
Who 
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whole Houſe, where every Paragraph would be debated ; Anno 3. Gee, IL 


where every Member might reply as often as Occaſion requir- 
ed, and fully purſue the Inquiry : That he did not "Bio 
this Bill for any Advantage to himſelf, for any Acceſſion of 
extraordinary Powers to the Crown, or for any Thing elle, 
but the preſſing Occaſion, the apparent Neceſſity of this im- 
portant Conjuncture: That if this Bill was committed, he 
| would heartily concur in every Amendment that could be 
with Reaſon propos'd : That he would freely conſent the 
Committee ſhould make it a temporary Law, ſhould enact it 
> | for a ſhort Duration, and limit the Continuance for a very 
ſmall Space of Time: That the honourable Member, who 
ſpoke Jaſt, had departed from the Queſtion before them ; had 
opened a Charge againlt France, and had brought in the old 
Miſſiſſipi Affair, i in debating a particular Bill on an Argument 
about lending Money: That he thought it a weak R 
that we ſhould not do ourſelvesJultice in this Point, becauſe that 
our Neighbours had treated us ill in another ; and becauſe 
that the French had not yielded us all we could wiſh for, 
that therefore the Parliament ſhould not in this Caſe do ali 
that they ought.” He added, Why was not this Matter laid 
open in the Committee on the State of the Nation, but that 
this was an Objection indeed to the French, like all other 
Complaints againſt France; it was raiſed on occafion of pro- 
Precautions to prevent a War with the Emperor : That 
Le wes fly this Bill was a Matter of great Im- 
portance and Neceflity : That he had been fo tender in this 
Argument, that he had not even faid what he was authoriz'd 
to ſay ; he had meant no Aſperſions or Reflections on any 
Gentlemen; he was willing that this and all other Debates 
ſhould be manag d with Decency and Candour : But ſince 
that theſe Things had thus paſſed, he was thereby provok'd 
to declare, what he knew, what he had the King's Leave to 
declare, and what would effectually filence the Debate; that 
| — 1 he would ſay it, if the 
Gentlemen required it; [ Here ſeveral Members call d out for 
this A air] he would fay it before he fat down: This Bill 
was not drawn or from any other View than its 
great Neceſſity, its being now abſolutely expedient to the 
Peace of Europe, and the Repoſe of Mankind ; for he 
could fay it, he had the King's Leave todeclare it ; viz. That 
there was at this Time a Subſcription tranſacted for the Service 
of the Emperor, and Money was raiſing for his Uſe, no leſs than 
the Sum of 400,000 1.” He added, That this Bill could not 
— be a Reſtraint upon Trade, or a Grievance to the 
erchants in any one lawful Point of Commerce: That the 
View of this Bill having been to prohibit ſuch Loans and 
Aſſiltance to the Emperor, 22 — his Armies, 


ar 
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anee 3. Gen. u. or cloath his Troops without Supplies of Money, it was not 
—— 


juſt or reaſonable, he ſhould have Aſſiſtance from us; from 
that Nation againſt which he was forming a War, and pro- 
jecting future Diſturbances; could the Emperor maintain the 
Soldiers he had in his Troops, and the numerous Forces he 
quarter d upon his own People; or could he bring them into the 
Field, without Treaſure to pay the Expence ; and now when, 


by Treaties with Spain, that Prince was deprived of thoſe 


Subſidies and that Aſſiſtance, which once made him danger- 
ous to us; when thus he is happily cut off from all Commu- 
nications with thoſe Countries, from whence his Treaſure 
uſed to flow, ſhall the People of England aſſiſt him themſelves 
with Supplies ? Shall they arm an Enemy with Strength, 
which his beſt Ally denies? And the Britiſh Merchants lend 
their Money to a Prince againſt the Britiſh Nation ? If this 
ſhould be done in the Time of Hoſtilities, and after the Com- 
mencement of a War, it would be High "Treaſon by Law; 
for to aid, abet, or aſſiſt a Foreign Power at War with the 
King, is expreſly declared in the Statute of High Treaſon : 
And ſhall the Merchants be allow'd to enable a Prince to be- 
come our Enemy, whom it is even High Treaſon to aid 
when an Enemy? ſhall it be allow'd with Impunity to aid the 
Emperor to march his Troops and yet open Rebellion to 
aſſiſt the Emperor whilſt thoſe Troops were marching ? 
Muſt the Quiet of the whole World be a Victim to the Ava- 


rice of Men, who would make an inglorious Advantage of 


their Money ? Muſt Men be indulged in thoſe Dealings 
which bear ſuch Analogy even to High Treaſon, only for 
the Sake of Self-Intereſt ?* He added, It was Compaſſion and 
Humanity, to ignorant unwary Men, which led him to bring 
in this Bill; for in cafe of a War with the Emperor, Mer- 
chants might tranſact with his Imperial Majeſty for Loans 


before it broke out, and when their Second Payments became 
due, it would be within the Statute ſhould they make them 


good; ſo that ſuch a Proclamation would warn them of ap- 
proaching Dangers : It would give them due Notice of a Rup- 
ture, and prevent them incurring the unforeſeen Pains of Ca- 
pital Crimes, by coveting ſuch a Premium and Intereſt.” He 


_ own'd, That many Dithculties had occurr'd to him, and 
the Gentlemen order d to bring in this Bill: That he was 
ſorry to be ſenſible, that it could not be fo effectual as many 


might wiſh, and himſelf had moſt heartily defired ; but was 
this an Argument to a Houſe of Commons againſt a Bill 
for ſuch important Ends, that becauſe they could not doall that 
they would, therefore they muſt not do all that they could? 
if their Power could not wholly prevent thoſe Practices, muſt 


they not exert the utmoſt of their Power? if they had not | 
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an abſolute Redreſs for the Evil, muſt they not find 
poſſible Redreſs ? and becauſe they could not thut up 
Avenues of Aſſiſtance, therefore mult they leave all open? 
He added, That it was no Objection to the Bill before them, 
that any Prince, State, or Potentate, was equally intended with 
the Emperor ; for that the End of it was to prevent a War 
with that Prince, and to name him in this Caſe diſtinct from 
all others would amount to a full Declaration of War ; be- 


out 
all 


des, one Prince might borrow Money for another, and elude 
the Import of the Law: That as to the King 


of Portugal, or 
any other Prince in Alliance with the Crown of Great-Bri- 
tain, his Majeſty would readily his Allowance for 
Loans to ſo good an Ally: That however, this Law would not 
have an Effect, but in caſe of apparent Neceſlity ; if the 
Emperor gave his Majeſty Reaſon to oppoſe his Intentions, it 
might produce a future Proclamation ; yet this was eventual, 
it might be, rr And if it ever ſhould hap- 
pen, no Subjects of Britain, no Merchants Abroad could of- 
tend through Ignorance of ſuch a Proclamation ; for the Bill 
was drawn with a Blank, to be fill'd with a proper Limitation 
of Time, before the Law ſhould take Place, or the Prohibi- 
good; and the Limitation might be very large and 
extenſive, that Merchants Abroad might be duly inform'd of 
the Terms which the Law had enjoin'd.* He faid, © That 
it was the proper Policy of Nations, the reaſonable Autho- 
rity veſted in the Councils of a Country, to uſe ſuch Precau- 
tions and lay ſuch Prohibitions, on an Appearance of Danger, 
although not diſcern'd by the People: That the Reaſon of 
this was, becauſe they had early and ſecret Intelligence not 
pages for the Publick View _ * receiv d, yet 
highly expedient to be obſerv d: That as to the Indulgence 
allow'd to thoſe Perſons who traded in the Funds Abroad, or 
truſted their Money in Foreign Companies, it was reaſonable 
and proper, becauſe many Perſons thought thoſe a good Secu- 
ity for their Fortunes: That many of the Britiſk Merchants in 
other Countries had no better Employment for Caſh in their 
Hands; and it would occafion great Confuſion to include thoſe 
Caſes in this Prohibition, neither indeed did they any ways 
relate to this Caſe ; for tho' Money might be lent to the Em- 
E by private Perſons, he would never have Aids from the 
ublick Companies Abroad.” He own'd, That he was not 
ſo converſant in the Laws as ſome Gentlemen were, who 
could juſtly ſupport this Bill in its Proviſion for a 
Diſcovery of Evidence by Precedents ; he was a Stranger ta 
that ; but he himſelf remember'd the A& to prevent the Sub- 
jects of Great · Britain from trading in the Oitend Company, and 
that there the ſume Method of Diſcovery was provided; and 
ould uot the Publick detect ſuck a criminal Commerce with 


* 
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a powerful and national Enemy, when they were allow'd it 
againſt a little interloping Company? It was far from ſetting 
up a Court of Inquiſition, it was far from laying Hardſhips 
or Severities on any Man ; but it was for the Prevention of 
fraudulent Dealings and conceal'd Tranſactions; and it involy'd 


the Party in no other Penalty than one, which he could not 


incur but thro” conicious Guilt, which he might eaſily avoid 
by purging himſelf of the Crime; and that this Penalty was 
ſtill in the Judgment of the Houſe to be limited by their 
Authority, having no other End than to be fuch a Tax upon 
Loans, as might make it unprofitable to advance them for the 


higheſt Premiums or Intereit.” He alſo obſerv d, That the | 


Proclamation provided in the Bill, was the ſame as by Law 


| had been uſual in the caſe of Quarentine in the Apprehen- 


ſions of a Peſtilence, and as a Prevention of any contagious 
Diſtempers ; he thought it a reaſonable Remedy on all ſuch 
Appearances of Danger; it would not be made uſe of unleſs 


ſuch Grievances happen d; and if they did happen, he 


thought they deſerv'd a Redreſs: He therefore inſiſted on 


| Mr Wortley Mon- 
taguc. 


committing this Bill, as highly expedient and 


Sir Robere Walpole having ended, Mr Wortley Montague 


ſaid, That he had a Point of Order to debate: That that 


honourable Member had brought in the Name of the King 
to influence their Conſiderations contrary to a ſtanding Rule 
of the Houſe: And that it was never allow d that the Name of 
the King ſhould ever be uſed upon Occaſion to awe their 
Proceedings, or to over-bear their tes : That if that 
honourable Member had been properly careful of his Ma- 
jeſty's Honour, he would not have mention'd his Name at 
that Rate; he would have inform'd them of the Evidence 


they had, and regularly brought it before them in the preſent 


Sir k. Walpole. 


Inquiry: That whatever that Evidence might be, he ſup- 


pos'd it mutt come from Foreign Miniſters, and he thought 


the Houſe ought to have it open'd in a proper Parliamentary 
Way.“ He added, That his Opinion was againit the Bill, 
for he thought it reſtrain'd our Commerce, and we might as 
well prohibit all Commerce.” To this Sir Robert Walpole 
replied, © That the Manner of his Declaration had been very 


much miltaken, in aſſerting that what he had ſaid was Unpar- 


liamentary, for he well knew and duly obſerv'd the Orders of 
the Houſe : That he had not brought m the Name of the 


King to influence Gentlemen, or to over-bear the Debates: 


That he had mention'd the poſitive Aſſurances which were 
receiv'd, not as a Meſſage from the King, but by his Ma- 


jeſty's Leave; not by his Command, but only by his Per- 


_ miſſion; that the Station he was in oblig'd him to ask that 


Permiſſion, becauſe that by his Oath he was oblig'd to keep 
the King's Council ſecret, and therefore he ask'd this Allow- 
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ance from his Majeſty Yeſterday Morning, apprehending the 


Debate of this Day would require him to mention it, and he 
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againſt Sweden, to prohibit all Commerce with that King- 


479] yet che Conſequence wa, that we 
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S on in Dutch 


„ Which render d the Prohibition uſeleſs, as well as 


„[LSee Vol. I. 
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Anno 3. Se u. contract for Loans on ſuch Terms or make them good. He 


infilted,* That they ſhould name the Emperor expreſly, and 
not make a great Prohibition to affect the whole World 
as if we were at War with all. He ſaid, That however the 
Tractice might obtain of Licenſing Loans to his Majeity of 
Portugal, or to any of our good Allies, that this would be of 
no Service to our IAerenants, who would loſe the Advantage 
of lending their Money, becauſe other Nations could furniſh 


| ſuch Loans with more Readineſs 3 and whiltt ours were ap- 


plying for Permiſſions to the Crown, the others would ad- 
vance ſuch Aſſiſtances in the mean Time, and ſupplant our 


People in all their Money-Dealings. He likewite declared 
againſt making the Court of Exchequer a Court of Inquiſi- 


tion ; he conceived it unknown to the Laws ; nay, odious to 
the Conſtitution, that Men ſhould be obliged to accuſe them- 
ſelves, and thereby incur the wortt of Penalties ; he knew 
not what Precedents might be furniſh'd ; he believ'd that they 


could eaſily find Precedents for any Thing: But he thought the 


Liberties of his Country much more weighty with him than 
any Precedents whatever; and he would never conſent to a 
Bill, which he 
a Breach of our deareſt Liberties, and a very terrible Hard- 
ſhip on Mankind. To this Sir Philip Yorke ſaid, That him- 


Commands to bring in the Bill, had conſidered the Dutch 
and the Engliſh Merchants as two different Reſorts, where 
the Emperor might apply for Aſſiſtance; that if one Shop 
was ſhut up, be had one the leſs to make uſe of ; and even 
the other, if our true and faithful Ally, and govern'd by 
Reaſon and right Policy, not under extraordinary 
might alſo be prevailed on to ſtop this Aſſiſtance of Money, 
and yield a private Intereſt to the common Cauſe of 
Europe ; he thought they were very well juſtify'd in draw- 
ing this Bill, not only from Reaſon and the Fitneſs of Things, 


but from the Common Law of the Kingdom; That the - 


King had a lawful Prerogative to recall his Subjects by Pro- 


clamation from the Service of Foreign States, and ſhould he 


not alſo have Power to prohibit them from lending their 
Money, which might be more uſeful and dangerous than even 
the Service of their Perſons : That in Ireland the Parliament 
had made it High Treaſon, to enliſt Men for Foreign Ser- 
vice without Licence obtained from the Crawn ; and ſurely 
a Reſtraint upon Money, the Sinews of War, was highly ex- 
pedient any where ; That this Law was intended only as a 
temporary Reſtraint, a preſent Remedy apply'd to an ap- 
proaching Evil, and not to be eſtahliſn'd in Perpetuity.” He 
obſerva, © That the Clauſe for diſcovering Evidence, by 


Eygliſh Bill in the Court of Exchequer, was the only Me. 


thod 


thought a Violation of our Fundamental Laws, 


ſelf and the Gentlemen honoured by the Houſe with their | 
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thod to make this Law effeQtual ; for ſuch a Tranſaction, as Anno 3. Geo. 11. 


lending of Money in this Manner, would always be done in a 
very concealed, a very clandeſline Way: That if they did 
not paſs this Clauſe, they might juſtly throw out the whole 
Bill, for there would be no Evidence ever to ſupport its De- 
ſign : That many ſuch Laws had provided ſuch Methods of 
Diſcovery ; that memorable Law, among others, which puniſh'd 
the South-Sea Directors, made it Felony to refuſe anſwering 
or to demur to a Bill for Diſcovery of Concealments ; and yet 
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if they did diſcover a Concealment, the very Anſwer was 


in Evidence againſt thera, and the Concealment was Fe- 


ony ; but here was a limited Sum, and no other Penalty 


could be the Conſequerice, attending conſcious Guilt upon 
ſuch a Bill of Diſcovery : That by the Conſtruction of a 
Court of Equity, ſuch a Bill of Diſcovery would have been 
allow d, if this Clauſe had not been inſerted : That the Barons 
of the Exchequer had maintain'd the Legality of Suits, to 
diſcover Frauds and Miſdemeanors relating to the Revenuc ; 
nor could they deny that this wag as juſt by Parity of Reaſon- 
ing; tho” if the Houſe ſhould throw out this Clauſe, it might 
make the Judges unwilling to ſupply it by ſuch a Conſtruction ; 
and therefore he hoped they would not throw it out. Here- 
upon Sir William Wyndham ſaid, That he hoped when this 


Bill was committed they would make it a reaſonable Bill : 


That the honourable Member, who ſpoke laſt, had mentioned 
a poſſible Caſe, that the Dutch would ſhut up their Shop to 
the Emperor ; and ſuch a bare Poſſibility it was, that no Man 
could think it a common Probability: That in the late Wars 


with France, we drew them into a Bargain, and paid them a 
Price to diſcontinue their Trade with the French, which 


they did for one Year only, but took our Money for two or 
three more, and when required to follow the 'Tenor of their 

act, they declared they neither could nor would do any 
ſuch Thing : That therefore we could not imagine the Dutch 
would refuſe to lend their Money to the Emperor now, any 
more than to trade with the French in the Queen's War : 
That he looked on all theſe Reſtraints upon Liberty, as un- 
Juſtifiable Powers in the Hands of a Miniſtry : And that to 


argue from any Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, to the 


Suſpenſion of Trade, was to argue from one Evil to another : 
That he was alſo againſt the Practice of an Engliſh Bill in the 
Exchequer, to diſcover Evidence ; That he had heard the 


South-Sea Act mention d, but tho' it was a Law, and there- 


fore to be tenderly us'd, he was no more convinc'd of the 
Juſtice of that than he was of this: And that he found from 
ſome Paſſages in this Debate, that becauſe we ſtood in 


fear of a War with the Emperor, therefore the Nation muſt 


bear whatever the French ſhould impoſe. | 
EY | Mr 


Si W. Wyndham. 
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Mr Danvers ſaid, That this was a Bill of Terrors; and | 


that tho a temporal Act, it would be an eternal Yoke on 
them and their Fellow Subjects: That fince the honourable 


Member in the Adminiſtration had open'd ſecret Intelligence, 


they ſhould alſo know what he knew of this Matter : 
n ewels in Holland, as a 


People might not make an 
their Neighbours the Dutch. 
ſor Taunton, reply d. 0 


our Enemies would be the Delight of our Friends; and 

added, That that Gentleman was mifinform'd, for the Em- 
peror had no Jewels to mortgage, but the Revenues of his 
Hereditary Countries. 


Then the Queſtion put, it 23 any 
Diviſion, that the ſaid Bill be committed to a Committee of 
the whole Houſe : It afterwards paſs d into a Law. 


My Lords and G 


HE Seaſon of the Year, and the Diſpatch you have 


— given to the Publick Buſineſs, make it proper for 
ts put an Tod w thi Seſſion ; and I make no 
40 « th Conduct and Behaviour of this 4 


« lies, will, I perf 


«© when it ſhall be ſeen, that the Allies of the Treaty of > 


ville are not only determined, but ina Readineſs, to execute 


| Gentlemen of che Houſe of Commons, 
« I give you my Thanks in for the Supplies 
% you have raiſed for the Service of the current Year. It 


« 15 a great Satisfaction to me, that you have had ſuch a due 
«© Regard for the Eaſe of your Fellow->ubjefts, whoſe Wel- 


fare and Proſperity it ſhall always be my principal Care and 
Kh 


* Study to advance and promote. 
®* King's Coun:ih, and Sli General to the Queen, 
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« Jam very glad, that, for the general Satisfaction, you — 
« entered into a particular Conſideration of the State of the * 
« Nation ; and it is a great Happineſs to ſee, after ſo many 


* unjuſt and unreaſonable Clamours raiſed with all poffible 


66 Art, Induſtry, and Malice, that, upon mature Deliberation 
222 molt ſolemn Debates, you were ſo far from find- 
« ing any Thing worthy of Blame or Cenſure, that all Mat- 
« ters which came under your Conſideration, met with your 
a tion. 
This muſt give all Mankind a juſt Deteſtation of thoſe 
« Incendiaries, who, from a Spirit of Envy and Diſcontent, 


* continually labour, by ſcandalous Libels, to alienate the 


« Affections of my People, and to fill their Minds with 
« groundlefs Jealouſies and _ Complaints, in Diſhonour 
« of me and my Government, and Defiance of the Senſe of 
* both Houſes of Parliament. 

« But I muſt rely upon your Prudence, and your Concern 
*« for the Peace and Happineſs of your Country, to diſcounte- 
4 nance all ſuch ſeditious Practices, and to make my People 
« ſenſible, that theft wicked Proceedings can have no other 
* View or End, but to create Confuſion and Diſtraction 


« among us. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his May's Onan , 
prorogued the Parliament to the 14th of July: They were prorogued. | 
afterwards farther prorogued to the 21 of January. 


SPEECHES and DEBATES 
In the FounTu SEe$s$10N of the 


Firſt Parliament of King GEORGE IT. 


N the 21ft of January the King came to the Houſe Ani 4. Geo. 1. 
of Peers, and the Commons attending, his Majefty 773 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

OU cannot but be ſenſible, that the Meaſures for- King's Speech af | 

merly taken, and the Concluſion of the Treaty of Senn 
6 « Seville have prevented and diſappointed the dangerous 

«« Conſequences that were ſo juſtly apprehended from the 

„Treaty of Vienna; and we do not only ſee that Union 

diflolv'd, which had dn d al Europe, — 
60 t 
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« of the Crown of Spain. 

« This Situation of Affairs gave us a reaſonable Proſped 
« of a general Pacification, and juſt Hopes of ſeeing the 
« Conditions of the Treaty of Seville comply'd with, with- 
« out the of coming to Extremities ; and no En- 
« deavours have been w conformable to my | 
„ ments with my Alles, w obtain that happy End. But 
* this deſirable Event | been hicherto delay'd, the 


< as inca : of amuſing you with vain Hopes and Expec 
tc tations ; but as the Tranſactions, now 


r | 


1 determin'd, the great Event of Peace or War may be very 
much affected by your firſt Reſolutions. The Continuance 
« of that Zeal and Vigour, which you have hitherto ſhewn, 
« in Support of me and my Engagements, muſt, at this Time, 
«© be of the greateſt Weight and Importance, both with Re- 
« gard to my Allies, who cannot think their Intereſt and 


„the Common Cauſe neglefted, before the Conditions of 


* their Treaties are accompliſh'd ; and with Regard to thoſe, 
% who may be diſpoſed, before the Seaſon of Action is 


* come, to prevent, by an Accommodation, the fatal Con- 
* ſequences of a 44 Rupture, which 


ville not prepared to do themſelves Juſtice. 
The Plan of Operations for the Exechtion of the Treaty 
* of Seville by Force, in caſe we ſhall be driven to that 


Neceſſity, is now under Conſideration ; and until the Pro- 


«« portions of the Confederate Forces, and ihe proper Diſ- 
«« poſitions for employing them, ſhall be finally adjuſted and 
agreed upon, it will not be eaſy to determine how far the 
«« Expences, neceſſary for the Service of the enſuing Year,. 

« may 


> 8 


| they will have 
* little Reaſon to apprehend, if they find the Allies of Se- 
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9 
«© may, or may not, exceed the Proviſions made for the 
« Service of the laſt Year. 

« In the mean Time, I am perſuaded, you will go on 
« to give all poſſible Diſpatch to the publick Buſineſs ; and 
« ;f it ſhall be neceſſary, I ſhall not fail to aſk the farther 
« Advice and Aſſiſtance of my Parliament, according to the 
« Circumſtances of publick Affairs, and as ſoon as any pro- 
per Occaſion ſhall require it. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« I will order the Eſtimates to be 


„ laid before you; and I can make no doubt, but that 
and 


« dutiful Regard which you have always ſhewn to me 
« my Honour, and your juſt Concern for the Intereſt 
« of your Country, will induce you | neceſ- 
« fary Supplies, and enable me 
« ments with my Allies, with 

« tion, which becomes a Britiſh Houſe of 


a 
« and jealous of the Honour of the Crown, 


ſolicitous for the Glory and Proſperity of the 
| My Lords and Gentlemen, 
«© The Time draws near, which will admit 


" If the T ility of Europe can | 
« without the Effuſion of Blood, or the 

* Treaſure, that Situation will certainly be moſt 
« defirable : But if that Bleſſing cannot be obtain d, 
* Juſtice, — and the facred _ to folemn Treaties, 
* will call upon us to exert ourſelves, in procuring 
* what cannot be had upon juſt and reaſonable Terms.” 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, Mr 
reported his Majeſty's Speech, and thereupon a Motion 
made for an Addreſs of Thanks; and to acknowledge h 
Majeſty's Goodneſs in endeavouring to have the Conditions 
of the Treaty of Seville fulfilled and executed, in ſuc 


formable to his Engagements with his Allies ; to declare 


their entire Confidence in his Majeſty's Care and Concern 


for the Honour and Intereſts of his People ; and their 
Reliance upon his Wiſdom and Juſtice, m doing every Thing 
that ſhall upon him, to procure the Satisfaction to his 
Allies, by Means as ſhall be moſt defirable, or abſo- 
lutely neceſſary ; to expreſs their firm Reſolution to continue 

their utmoſt Zeal and Vigour, in Support of his Majeſty and 
is gements; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that they would 
give all poſſible Diſpatch to the Publick Buſineſs, as it ſhould 
from Time to Time be brought before them: and that from 
a dutiful Regard to his Majeſty's Honour and Dignity, and 
a juſt Concern for the true Intereſt of their Country, = 


by Force 
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ner as might beſt ſecure a general Pacification, and be con- 
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they ſhould always look upon e and inſeparable 
Obligations, they would —4 to his Majelty fuch Supplies 
as thould be neceſſary for the Service of the enſuing Year ; 
and effectually enable his Majeſty to make good his Engage- 


ments with his Allies: And in Return to his Majesty's Good - 


neſs, in avoiding to bring any unneceſſary Burthens upon 
his People, to aſſure his Majetty, that in caſe the Circum- 


ſtances of Affairs ſhould oblige his Majeſly to aſk the farther 


De hate thereon, 
Mr D. Pultency. 


Mir W. Pultenev. 


Sir W. Wyndham, 


Advice and Aſſiſtance of that Houſe, they would, upon every 
Occaſion, diſcharge their Duty to his Majeſty and thoſe they 


repreſent, with that Chearfulneſs and Affection which be- 


came a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, tender and jealous of 
the Honour of the Crown, and careful and ſolicitous for the 
Glory of the Kingdom.” 

This Motion was d by Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr 
William Pulteney, Sir William Wyndham, who were 
ſor leaving out moſt Part of the Motion in order to make 
the Addreſs general; and for deſiring his Majeſty to take 
Care, that no War ſhould be carry d on in Flanders or upon 
the Rhine. The Arguments they offer d in Support of this 


Amendment were, That according to the ancient Parliamen- 
tary Method, all Addreſſes were general: That our Anceſtors 


and attacking the Em 


never were ſo complaiſant as to declare their Senſe of Things, 
*till the Particulars came regularly before them: That the 
making of an Addreſs, in Terms ſo particular as thoſe now 

„ look'd like an immediate Determination of all the 
Points likely to come before them, which was in Effe& bring- 
ing the Buſineſs of the whole Seſſion into the Reſolves of one 


Day, and proceeding to determine without either Proofs do || 


Reafons for ſuch Determinations : That the promiſi 
to fupport his M:jetty in all his Engagements, without 
ing what thoſe Engagements were, ſeem'd to be determin- 
ing, that they would ſupport him before any Reaſon could 
be offer'd for ſuch a Determination ; for no other Reaſon 


could be cffer'd, than that they were all juſt and reaſonable, 


which no Man could fay before he knew what they were: 
That every Gentleman in that Houſe muſt remember very 


well the great Expence of Blood and Treaſure, which it had 


coſt this Nation to reduce the exorbitant Power of France, 
which by the impolitick Meaſures of former Times had been 
allow'd to riſe to ſuch a Height, that it began to threaten 
the Liberties of all Europe: That our joining with France, 

peror in Flanders, or upon the Rhine, 
would naturally throw Flanders, and perhaps a Part of Ger- 
many, into the Hands of the French ; by which that Mon- 
archy would again become terrible to Europe : 'That French 
Alliances, thro' the Unfaithfulneſs of that People, and their 
inveterate Malice to us, had always proved deſtructive to the 
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Intereſt and Trade of this Nation ; and the Uſe they had 


always made of a Correſpondence with us, was to encourage 
arbitrary Deſigns in our Princes, and that therefore it had 
generally proved fatal for any King, or Miniſtry of England, 
to enter cordially into any Friendſhip or Correſpondence with 
them : That we might learn, from the Hiſtories of former 
Times, what Faith could be given to French Promiſes or 
French Engagements : That even at preſent we may ſee, that 
they have taken Advantage of the late precarious Situation of 


the Affairs of Europe, and of the Confidence we have repoſed 


in them, and from thence have preſumed to clear and reſtore 
the Harbour of Dunkirk, and to incroach upon our Settle- 
ments in the Weſt-Indies : That from their preſent Manage- 
ment we may judge, how much their Friendſhip is to be 
depended on; we may ſee that we mult pay dear for any 
ſuperficial Favours they are pleaſed to vouchſafe to us, or to 
any of our Allies : That proſecuting a War either in Flanders 
or upon the Rhine, in Conjunction with the French, could 
tend to nothing but the Ruin of that Balance of Power in 
Europe, which with Difficulty we had at laſt eſtabliſh'd, 
after a ten Years bloody and expenſive War, crown'd with 
many glorious ViRtories, and attended with a moſt ſurprizing 
Succeſs : That in the preſent Conjuncture of the Affairs of 
Europe, the Balance of Power by our being beaten might 
ſuffer ; by our being victorious, it would be entirely deſtroy'd 
and loſt perhaps for ever. 

In Anſwer to this, Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Wal- 
pole, Lord Hervey, and Sir William Yonge, urg d, That 
the making of the Addreſs in Terms fo very general, ſeem'd 


Anno 4. Ceo. IT, 


Sir R. Walpole. 
Mr H. W 


Lord 


Sir W. 1 


to be ſhewing a Sort of Diffidence in his Majeity's Conduct 


and Management: That his Majeſty, ever ſince he came to 
the Throne, had always been ſo careful of the Intereſts 
of the Nation, that no Member of the Houſe had any Rea- 
ſon to harbour the leaſt Suſpicion of his Majeſty's Meaſures : 
That as to the other Part of the Amendment relating to the 
War in Flanders or upon the Rhine, they agreed, that it 
was not for the Interett of Europe, that any Part of thoſe 
Countries ſhould fall into the Hands of the French : That 
his Majeſty would without doubt, according to his wonted 
Prudence, take all proper Care to prevent any ſuch Conſe- 
quence : And that the putting ſuch Words into the Addreſs 
would look like an Encroachment upon the Prerogative of the 


Crown, and a Directing of the Operations of the future War, 


if any ſhould happen, which hoped would not ; for that 
they had good Reaſon to wh 4 - y the Meaſures already 
concerted would produce a Pacification : That the principal 
Deſign of the great Alliance form'd againſt the Emperor was 
to convince him, that if he did not come into the peaceable 

Vac. II. K Meaſures 


H 


crvey. 


onge, 


( 
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an". 4. Geo. . Meaſures propoſed, he would be ſo powerfully attack d upon 


27 30-31. 


Tod Hervev. 
5 R. Walpole, 


all Sides, that it would be impoſſible for him to reſiſt ; which 
Deſign would be entirely fruſtrated, if they ſhould declare 
at the Beginning, that he was not to be attack'd in Flanders 
or upon the Rhine, theſe being the only two Places in which 
he was valnerable ; for that in Italy he could make himſelf 
ſuperior to the whole Alliance, ſince he was already in Poſ- 
ſeflion of that Country, and could pour in what Troops he 
pleaſed by unexpenſive Land Marches, whereby he might fill 
the whole Country with his numerous Body of Horſe ; which, 
being Maſter of the open Country as well as of all the for- 


tily'd Places, he might eaſily ſubfiit, whilſt the Troops ſent 


by the Allies to attack him in Italy, in order to force him 
to a Compliance with the Terms of the Treaty of Seville, 


| muſt be both tranſported, and ſupported by Sea; it being 


well known to all who underitand any Thing of the Geo- 
graphy of Italy, that it is 1 to force a Paſſage by 
Land into that Country, when it is provided with a power- 
ful and well diſciplin d Army to oppoſe the Entry of an 
Enemy: That therefore it would be very impolitick to put 
any ſuch Words into their Addreſs, becauſe it would perſuade 
the Emperor, that the Allies had come to a Reſolution not 
to attack him in Flanders or upon the Rhine, which, by 


taking away all Grounds of Fear from the Court of Vienna, 
would make them x 


perſevere in refuſing to enter into any 
peaceable Meaſures ; whereby thoſe Alliances, which had 
been with ſo much and Labour, would 
be render'd fruitleſs and of no Effect, and conſequently a 


they would ſupport his Majeſty's Engagements, in 
they related to the Intereſt of Great-Britain.* 
To this it was replied by Lord Hervey, Sir Robert Wal 


pole, ard thoſe other Members, who were for the Motion | 


| 
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Bond, which every one knows obliges the Debtor to the Pay- 
ment of nothing more than the principal Sum borrow'd, 
with Intereſt and Coſts of Suit: That the declaring in the 
Addreſs, that they would ſupport the King's Engagements, 
neceſſarily implies that ſuch Engagements do relate to the 
Intereſt of England; and if ards it ſhould appear, 
that any one of them did not, he would not at all think 
himſelf obliged by the general Words of the Addreſs to ap- 


e of, or ſupport any ſuch Engagement : That he be- 
Vs he Bands Wow for an Addreſs in the Terms as at firſt 


propoſed, but that his Voting in that way might not be con- 


ſtrued fo as to anticipate his Aſſent to any Thing thereafter 
„ he thought it proper to declare, That by ſupport- 
ing his Majeſty" s Engagements, he neither meant to agree to 
the continuing of the Heſſians in the Pay of Great-Britain ; 
nor to approve of ſubmitting tamely to the tions of 
the Speniards, nor of allowing them to blockade Gibraltar; 
nor did he approve of ſubmitting paſſively to the Incroach- 
ments of the French in the Weſt- Indies; or to the Open- 


ing the Port and Harbour of Dunkirk ; nor would he from 


ſure that his — 5 atm bg gd 


vir. Jekyll, 


An Ad lreſs re- 
ſolv'd on, aid uo 
ſented. 


The Address. 


thence think himſelf obliged to approve of any Meaſure, 


which he ſhould not at the Time of propoſing expe- 
dient, and conſiſtent with the real and true Intereſt of Great- 
Britain : That by affuring his Majeſty, that the Houſe would 
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ſo; and if it ſhould appear that any other d 
ment had been enter'd into, he would take i an 
gagement of the Minilter's, and es BCE 
King's; and conſequently that the Words of the Addreſs 
jg not oblige the Houſe, or any Member of the Houle, 

to ſupport the ſame in any Manner of Way. For theſe 
Reaſons, he was of Opinion, That the Addreſs ought to be in 
the Terms firſt propoſed.” Sir Joſeph Jekyll and ſeveral other 
Members declaring that they underſtood Addreſſes in the 


1 


ſame Manner, the Queſtion was put, and it paſſed without 


a Diviſion, to addreſs his Majeſty in the Terms firſt propoſed 
without any Amendment. 

Hereupon a Committee was appointed to draw up an 
Addreſs accordingly, and the fame being drawn up, and re- 
ported next Day to the Houſe, was agreed to, and pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty by the whole Houle as follows : 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
TE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament m=_ 
ca, 


FF a as as a PI _ _ a. a” _ 


0-97 J 


* bled, beg Leave to return our ſincere Thanks for your Ma- 


« jeſty's molt ious Speech from the Throne. 

E. — 4 in Gratitude acknowledge your Majeſty's 

Goodneſs, in endeavouring to have the Conditions of the 
« Treaty of Seville fulfilled and executed in ſuch Manner as 
« might beſt ſecure a general Pacification, and be conformable 
a de your Engagements with your Allies. 

And out of a juſt Senſe of the Bl we enjoy, we 

think it our Duty to declare our entire Confidence in your 
© Royal Que ad Crane Ge the Meer and Daw of 
* your People, and our perfect Reliance upon your Majeſty's 
« Wiſdom and Juftice, in doing every Thing that ſhall de- 
* pend upon you to procure the Satisfaction due to your Al- 
* bes, by ſuch Means as ſhall be the moſt defirable ; or, if they 

« prove incffeQtual, by ſuch as ſhall be abſolutely neceſſary. 


We are firmly reſolved to continue our utmoſt Zeal and 


9 N Nee 
— the leaſt Part of our Duty, when we con- 
* the Effect OW 
Ka, r 


from 2 dutiful 2 to your Honour 
rr 


3 look upon as indiſpenſible 


faction in 6 gra your Majeſty, that we will, with all 
Inef pplies as ſhall be neceſſary for 
the enſuing Year ; and effectually enable your 


* 
mW SS a «a K a 6a aa 


s Goodneſs to your People is appa- 
Et to bring any eter Kees 
9193 can make for it, 
aſſure your Majeſty, That in caſe the Circumſtances of 
Publick Affairs ſhall oblige you to ask the farther Advice 
and Aſſiſtance of your faithful Commons, we will, upon 


| © every Occaſion, diſcharge our Duty to your Majeſty — | 
_ © thoſe we 


„with that Chearfulneſs and Affection 
* which become a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, tender and 
Jealous for the Honour of the Crown, careful and ſolicitous 


* for the Glory and Proſperity of the Kingdom. 


Return you my hearty Thanks for this dutiful and 


tions, we have the greateit Satis- 


make good your Engagements with your Allies. 
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loyal Addreſs. The Zeal and Affection you expreſs * ele. 


« for 
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dune 4. Geo. Uu. 4c for me, and the Aſſurances you have given me of enabling 
2 « me to make good my Engagements with my Allies, will, 
« ] am perſuaded, have a very good Effect at this critical and 
important Conj uncture. | 


February 1. The Houle order'd, © That Leave be given to 
& Bill brought in io bring in a Bill, for making more effectual the Laws in Being 
om iti n for diſabling Perſons, from being chofen Members of, or fit. 
the Houſe Com- ting or voting in the Houſe of Commons, who have any 
Penſion during Pleaſure, or for any Number of Years, or any 

Office held in Truſt for them. 
Feb. 2. In parſuance of the above Order a Bill was accord- 


to be read a ſecond Time. 
Feb. ;. The Houſe, ina Grand Committee on the Supply, 
conſider d of the Eſtimate of the Charge of the Heſſian Troops; 


Debate concer”- upon which there enſued a warm Debate. The Country-Party | 


mii the continung 


12,2 M Hun were againit continuing thoſe Troops in our Pay, becauſe 
— they apprehended that they could not be of any Service to Great 


Britain, for as we were ſurrounded by the Sea, our Fleet was | 


our only real and proper Security ; and therefore we had no 
Uſe for the maintaining of Standing Armies either at Home 
or Abroad, more particularly at a Time of perfect 'Tran- 
quility : They alledg d, That if the Apprehenſion of a War 
being ipeedily to break out ſhould be made an Argument for 
keeping Foreign Troops in our Pay, we could never be with- 
out them; for Furope never was, nor ever could be in ſuch 


Circumſtances, as that it could be ſaid, there was no Reaſon || 


for having any Apprehenſion of a War : That many Wars 
might happen upon the Continent with which we had no- 
thing to do; and if we ſhould at any Time have the Misfortune 
of being involv'd in any War, it was then time enough to 
take Foreign Troops into our Pay, but till then there was no 
Neceſſity for it, for we ſhould always find Troops 
Europe to hire, whenever we had Occaſion for them: That 
therefore the keeping of ſuch Troops in Pay at preſent, when 


we had no Occaſion for them, was a Waſting of the publick 


Money, which every Man, who has any Regard to the Inte- 
reſt and Welfare of his Native Country, ought to prevent as 

far as lies in his Power. To this it was anſwer d by the 
Courtiers, That tho' we were disjoin'd by the Sea from the 
* Coutment of Europe, yet as long as we had any Trade or 
Communication with any of the Countries upon the Con- 
tinent, we could not help being involv'd in ſome of their 
Quarrels, as well as having Quarrels of our own with ſome 

ot them: That by Means of our Influence upon the Affairs 

of the Continent we had got a great many Advantages in 


we 


Tr. de, and in order to maintain thoſe Advanges we had got, 


ingly brought in, which was read the firſt Time, and order d 


h in 
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we were obliged from Time to Time to interfere in the Quar- Anne 4. Geo. It 
rels among Foreign Princes: That ſome of the Countries of — 
Europe had fo little Communication with the Sea, that the 
were entirely our of the Reach of our Fleet, and therefore, 
in caſe they laid the 'Trade of our Subjects in their Domini- 
ans under any Hardfh:ps or Inconveniencies, or offer d us 
any other Injury or Indignity, we had no other way of Righting 
or Re venging ourſci ves, but by getting ſome of their powerful 
Neighbours and Rivals upon the Continent to engage in our 
Quarrel, which we could never procure without ing in 
ſome of theirs : That this Conſideration firſt brought on the 
Treaty of Hanover, and obliged us to take the Heſſian Troops 
into our Pay: That ſuch Meaſures prevented the fatal Effects 
of the Treaty of Vienna between the Emperor and Spain, 
and at laſt brought about the Treaty of Seville, by which 
Spain was effectually diſunited from the Emperor; but that 
in order to do this, we were obliged to enter into ſome new 
| Engagements with Spain, by which we had bound ourſelves 
' | to ſee 6000 Spaniſh Troops introduc'd into Italy, to ſecure 
| the eventual Succeſſion of the Infante Don Carlos to the 
Dutchies of Tuſcany, Parma and Placentia : That the Em- 
peror not only refuſed to conſent amicably to the Introduction 
ol thoſe Spaniſh Troops, but had fill'd Italy with his Troops, 
| in order to repel the Spaniards by Force, in caſe we and our 
: Allies offer d to introduce them without his Conſent : That 
i we had already ſeen the good Effects of having thoſe Heſſian 
Troops in our Pay; and the Continuance of them might pro- 
bably have ſuch an Influence upon the Emperor, as at laſt to 
induce him to agree to reaſonable Terms; whereas, if we 
ſhould now diſmiſs them, it would free the from all 
Fears of being attack'd upon that Side : That thereupon he 
would become more obſtinate, and his Obſtinacy would certain- 
ly involve Europe in a general War, which would coſt us a 
great many Millions ; ſo that they could not but look upon 
diſmiſſing the Heſſian Troops, at this Time, as a very unrea- 
ſonable and fooliſh Piece of Thrift, becauſe we thereby run 
the great Risk of loſing Millions, for the Sake of faving a 
Year's Subſidy to thoſe Troops. Then the Queſtion being put, 
it was reſolv' d, That 241, 59 l. 18. 3 d. be granted to his 
Majeſty, for defraying the Expence of 12,000 Heſſians taken 
into his Majeſty's Pay, for the Service of the Year 1731. 

Feb. 6. A Petition of the Merchants and other Traders 
of the City of Briſtol, trading to his Majeſty's Colonies in 
America, was preſented to the Houſe, complaining of the 
great Interruptions of their Trade to the ſaid Colonies, and 
the Depredations of the Spaniards for ſeveral Years paſt ; 
who, notwithſtanding the Reſolutions of that Houſe, 
[Sce Page 44-] and his Majeſty's Endeavours to obtain 4 | 
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anne 4. Geo. n. his Subjects juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction, ſtill continued 
— their Depredations, and had lately taken and plunder'd ſeve- 
ral Ships and Veſſels belonging to Briſtol and other Britiſh 


Ports, and had treated ſuch as had fallen into their Hands 

in a very barbarous and cruel Manner, and therefore prayi 
the Conſideration of the Houſe, and ſuch timely and 
Which u ad Remedy as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem hit. 5 
to 6 This Petition Was referr d to A Committee of the whole 
the u hole Houic, Houſe. | 
Debate concerninz Feb. 10. The Houie reſolv'd itſelf again into a Commit- 

the Subſidy to ihe | 

D. of Weikca- tee of the whole Houſe, to conſider farther of the Supply 
— ted to his Majeſty, when a Debate aroſe about the Subſ 
| payable to the Duke of Wolfenbuttel. The Country- Party 
| Infilted that all thoſe Subſidies were of no Service to 
Great Britain ; and that they were paid only for the fake 
of protecting his Majeſty's Foreign Dominions, which was 
contrary to the following Clauſe in the Act of Settlement; 


via. That in caſe the Crown ſhall come to any Perſon not 


a Native of England, this Nation ſhall not be obliged to a 
War in Defence of Dominions not belonging to this Crown.” 
To this the Courtiers anſwer d, That all the Quarrel we 
had with the Emperor was upon account of the Intereſt 
and Trade of England, and not at all on account of any of his 
Majeſty's Foreign Dominions; ſo that if they ſhould be in- 
volv'd in a War, it would be ſo far from involving Great 
Britain in any War upon account of them, that the Caſe 
would be directly the contrary ; they would be involved in 
a War for Defence of the Trade and Commerce of Great- 
Britain: That fince we had a Quarrel with the Emperor, 
who was a very powerful Prince upon the Continent, we had 
no Way of Revenging this Quarrel, but by engagingas many 
Princes upon the Continent as we could on our Side; and that 
therefore it was neceſſary to continue thoſe Subſidies 'till we 
could bring the Emperor to our Terms. Then the Queſtion 
being put, the Committee likewiſe agreed to the continuing 
of this Subſidy, and refolv'd, that the Sum of 25,0001. be 
grant ed to his Majeſty, for one Year's Subſidy to the Duke 
of Brunſwick Lunenburgh Wolfenbuttel. = 
 Per'icone neninſt Feb. 11. Two Petitions were preſented to the Houſe, 
„law dem in from the Quarter-Sefſions of the Peace held for the Eaſt and 


As North Ridings of Yorkſhire, complaining, © That the oblig- } 


ing Grand-Jury-Men, at the Seſſions of the Peace, to make 
- their Preſentments in a Language, which few of them un- 
derſtood ; and the ſuffering in any of the Proceedings of the 
Courts of Juitice, or in any of the Tranſactions of the Law, 
whereby the Perſon or Property of the Subject may be affect- 
ed, the Uſe of a Language not intelligible and of a Cha- 
racter not legible, but by the Learned in the Law, were 


(. 83-3 


great Oceaſions of the Delay of Juſtice, and gave Room to Arno 4. Geo. n. 


molt dangerous Frauds: That Special Pleadings, by their In- 
tricacy and Dilatorineſs, render'd the Proſecution of the 
Rights of the Subject difficult and expenſive : That the 
Recovery of ſmall Debts, as the Law then ſtood, was im- 
practicable, and the Number of Attornies exceſſive ; and 
praying the Houſe to take theſe Grievances into Conſidera- 
tion, and to give ſuch Remedy as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem 
meet.” Theſe Petitions were order'd to be referr'd to a Com- 
mittee. 

Feb. 17. The Penſion-Bill was read the third Time and 
paſ d; and Mr Sandys was order'd to carry it to the Lords 
and Cefire their Concurrence : But their Lordſhips rejected 
it on the ſecond Reading. | | 

Feb. 23. A Petition of ſeveral Merchants, Planters and 
others, trading to and intereſted in his Majeſty's Sugar Colo- 
nies in America, was preſented to the Houſe in behalf of 
themicives and many others, complaining, That divers of his 


Majeity's Subjects, reſiding within his Dominions in America, 


and elſewhere, had of late Years carried on a Trade to the 
Foreign Sugar-Colonies in America, from whence they were 
ſupplied with Sugar, Rum, Moloſſes, and their other Pro- 
ductions, inſtead of thoſe from our own Colonies, as well as 
with Foreign European Goods and Manufactures, contrary 
to the Intention of the Laws in Being, and the Treaty made 
with France in 1686 ; and as that new Method of Trade 
encreaſed and enriched the Colonies of other Nations, ſo it 
was injurious to the Trade of this Kingdom, and greatly 
impoveriſhed the Britiſh Sugar-Colonies; and therefore the 
Petitioners prayed the Confideration of the Houſe, and ſuch 
Relief as the Houſe ſhould think fit. This Petition was re- 
ferred to the Conlideration of a Committee. 

Feb. 25. A Petition of the Corporation of Liverpool, and 
alſo of the Merchants trading from that Port to his Maje- 
ſy's Colonies in the Weſt- Indies, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read ; complaining cf their Sufferings by the continued 
Depredations of the Spaniards, who had treated ſuch as had 


fallen into their Hands in a very barbarous and cruel Man- 


ner, and praying the Conſideration of the Houſe, and ſuch 
Redreſs as the Houſe ſhould think fit : This Petition was re- 
ferred to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

March 3. The Penſion-Bill having been, on the Day be- 
fore, rejected by the Lords on the ſecond Reading thereof, 
a Motion was made by Mr Sandys, That a Committee be 
appointed to inquire whether any Member of the Houſe had 
duectly or indirealy any Penſions during Pleaſure, or for 
any Number of Years, or any Offices from the Crown holden 
in Pruſt for them, in part or in the whole. Tho' the 
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wich are refc*r'd 
to a Committee. 
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Ann 4. Geo. u. Penſion-Bill had met with no Oppoſition in the Houſe ef 


1730-3t. 


Motion for a Bil! 
to prevent the 
TFranftatioa of 
Biihops. 


The Engliſh Law- 
Bill twice reed, 
and o:der'd to be 
Printed, 


Commons, yet this Motion was vigorouſly oppos'd by the 


Courtiers ; and the Queſtion being put on Mr Sandys's Mo- 


tion, it was carried in the Negative by 206 againſt 143. 
March 4. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill, To prevent the Tranſla- 


tion of Biſpops ; which occaſion d a Debate. In Support of 
the Motion it was urg d, That ſuch a Bill was necef 


lary to 
prevent a too great Dependence of that Part of the Legiſla- 
ture upon the Crown.” To this the Courtiers anſwer'd, 


That ſuch a Law would be a great Incroachment upon the 
Prerogative of the Crown, and an Injury to the Rights of 


the Clergy. ' Then the Queſtion being put on the Motion, 


it paſſed in the Negative. This Motion was generally ſup- 


pos d to be owing to a remarkable Speech having been made, 


in the Houſe of Lords, againſt the Penſion-Bill, Dy Dr S— 
Biſhop of B—r, the y before, and to the Unanimity 


which appear d in the reverend Bench in their Oppoſition 


to that Bill. 

The fame Day Sir ( » Saville, Bart. Member for 
Yorkſhire, preſented to the Houſe, a Bill to enact. That all 
Proceedings in Courts of Juſtice ſhould be in Engliſh, which 
was read the firſt Time, and order'd to be read a ſccoifd 
Time, and likewiſe to be printed. 

— While this Bill was depending in the Houſe, great Oppo- 
fition was made to it, and the principal Arguments infilted 
on were, That if the Language and Writing of the Lay 
ſhould be alter'd, and made according to the modern Way 
of Speaking and Writing, no one would ever be at the 
Pains to ſtudy that ancient Language and Writing, which 
IS of cas hf wh are wrote in, ſo that the 
Uſe of them would in a few Years be entirely loſt : That 
the Method of diſtributing Juſtice was now eſtabliſhed ac- 


cording to a molt _—_ and regular Form, which muſt 


be entirely alter'd, if the Language and Methods of Pleading 
ſhould be chang d: That this would neceſſarily produce ſuch 
a Confuſion, that it would coſt many Years painful and 
troubleſome Application, before the new Forms could be 


ſettled in a certain and regular Courſe of Proceedings; ſo 


that the making of thoſe Alterations would occaſion 
D-lay of Juſtice ; give more Room to dangerous Frauds ; 


"render the Proſecution of the Rights of the Subject more 


difficult and expenhve ; the Recovery of ſmall Debts mare 

ble; and the Number of Attornies more exceſlive 
than heretofore.” To theſe Objections it was anſwer'd by the 
Advocates for the Bill, That tho* both the Language and 


Writing of the Law ſhould be alter d, there would be no Dan- | 
ger of loſing the Uſe of our ancient Records ; becauſe, as long 
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as we have any ſuch, there always will be ſome Men, whoeither 
out of Curioſity, or for the ſake of Gain, will make it their 
Buſineſs to underſtand both the Language and Character in 
which they are wrote, in the ſame Manner as we find among 
us now ſeveral Gentlemen, who make it their Buſineſs to learn 
to underſtand the Language and Character of Manuſcripts, 


mach ancienter than any of our Records : That a very few 


of ſuch Law-Antiquarians will ſuffice, conſidering the little 


| Occaſion we have in any Law Proceedings to have Recourſe 


to any very ancient Records ; and that when they are made 
uſe of, they often do more Harm than Good ; it being ne- 
ceſſary for every Nation to have private Property determined 
and aſcertained by a continued Poſſeſſion for a moderate 


Term of Years.” And as to the Set-Forms of the Law, it 


was alledg'd, * That we had already too many of them, and 
that they were of Opinion that nothing ſo much perplex'd 
and retarded the Proceedings of the Courts of Jultice, as a 
too nice Obſervance of the eſtablifſh'd Forms: That ſuch 
Forms are generally brought, for the ſake of new Fees, to 
ſuch a Bulk by the Lawyers of all Countries, that every 
Country have found it neceſſary from Time to Time to cur- 
tail and abridge them: That Juſtice was generally the 


molt ſpeedily, and the moſt impartially, diſtributed in thoſe 


Places where the feweſt Forms were obſerv'd : That there- 
fore they thought the Deſtruction of our Law-Forms was a 
good Argument for the Bill, inftead of being one againſt 
it ; becauſe it would take up a conſiderable 'Time, before 
the Lawyers could again perplex the Courſe of Juſtice, with 
a Number of uſeleſs Forms and Ceremonies.” 

This Bill afterwards paſs'd both Houſes, and obtain'd the 
Royal Aſſent, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of the whole 
Body of the Lawyers. | 

March 5. The Houſe, in a Grand Committee, confider'd 
of the Petitions of the Merchants of Briſtol and Liverpool, 
relating to the Depredations of the Spaniards : And after 
hearing Council for the Petitioners, and examining ſeveral 
Captains and Owners of Ships, who gave an Account of a 
very great Number of Britiſh Ships, taken or plunder'd by 
the Spaniards, without any juſt Pretence of their having been 
carrying on any contraband Trade with any of the Spa- 
niſh D.minions, came to the following Reſolutions, viz. 
I. That the Petitioners had fully proved and made 


che Allegations of their Petition. II. That an humble Ad- 


dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graci- 
ouſly lead to continue his Endeavours to prevent the De- 


dations of the Spaniards for the future; to procure full 
tisfaction for the Damages then ſuſtain d; and to ſecure to 
che Britiſh Subjects the full and uninterrupred Exerciſe of 
L3 | their 


Anno 4. Geo. I. 
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And paſſea into 
Law. | . 


The Commons, in 
a Grand Commit» 
tee, conſider of 
the Petitions of 
the Briſtol and 
Liverpool Mer- 
chants relating to 
the Spaniſh De- 
predadions. 
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Anno 4. Geo. 1. their Trade and Navigation to and from the Britiſh Colonies 
iin America. Theſe Reſolutions being reported were agreed 

to by the Houſe. 
Debate concern- Then a Motion was made for the following Amendment 
wg that Ag. to the above Addreſs, viz. And to procure a full, prompe 
and ſpeedy Satisfaction; on which there was a long Debate. 
Thoſe who were for the Motion infiſted, That it was 
the Buſineſs of Parliament to protect, or take Care that the 
Subjects ſnould be protected from all Injuries and Wrongs 
both at Home and Abroad; and that the Caſe before them 


was an Injury of ſo high a Nature, that it required not only 


a full, but a prompt and ſpeedy, Redreſs. The Courtiers 


hereupon endeavour'd to ſhew, That the Adding thoſe 


Words would look as if the Houſe had a Diffidence in his 
_— Conduct and Concern for the Good of his Sub- 
At laſt the Queſtion being put it was carried againſt 

: Adding thole Words, by 207 agamſt 135. 
SS March 22. Upon the Report of the Committee, to whom 
Kubin the Petition of the Merchants tradirg to, and intereſted in, 
America, his Majeſty's Sugar-Colonies in America had been referr'd, 
2 Bill was order d to be brought in for better ſecuring and 

encouraging the Trade of thoſe Colonies. 
March 26. The f.id Bill was preſented to the Houſe by 
Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. Member tor Eveſham, and com- 

mitted to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Petition from the April 2. A Petition of Francis Wilks, Agent for Maſſz- 


Ayent for 14- 


chule, Ray, and chuler s-Bay, and for Connecticut in New-En gland, againſt 


Coned.cut àgainſt 


the ail Bul; the ſaid Bill, was preſented and read, and referr'd to the 
above Committee. 


Which paſſes the April 14. The Sugar-Colony Bill was read the third Time 


Commons. and paſs'd : But was afterwards dropt in the Houſe of Lords. 
. n for an Ad- April 30 A Motion was made, and the Queſſ ion put, 
grels ts That an humble Addreſs be preſented to defire his Ma- 
12.00 Helian = jefty, That he will be graciouſly pleaſed, for the E.fe of his 
chad Subjects of this Kingdom, to give Orders for diſcharging the 
12,000 Men of the Troops of the Landgrave of Heſſe 
_ Caſſel, then in the Pay of his Majeſty as King of Great 
| Britain : But after ſome Debate, it paſled in the Negative. 
Addroſ tote — May 5. It was refolv'd, That an humble Ad«!refs be pre- 
| BS. Prat of ſented to his M:jetty, 'That he will be gracicuſly pie icd to 
pecy ones give Directions to the Commiſſioners for Trade and Planta- 
B „, tions, to prepare a Repreſeniation to be laid before the 
by . Board of Houſe, in the next Seſſion of Parliament, of the Stute of hi 
Majeity's Colonies and Plantations in America, with reſpe& 
to any Laws made, Mlanufactures ſet up. and Trae carried 
on there, which may affect the Trade, * and Ma- 
nufactures of this Kingdom. 


They | 
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Then a Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, That 
an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, That he 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give ſuch Orders and Initruc- 
tions to tue ſevera! Governors of his Colomes and Plantations 
in America, as his M. jeſiy ſhall think moſt proper, to pre- 
vent the ſettiag up, or to diſcourage the Improvement in, 
any of the ſaid Colonies, cf Woolen, Linnen, Iron, and 
other Manuf ctures, which may interfere with, and be pre- 
judicial to the Manufactures of this Kingdom : But it paſs'd 
in the Negative. | | 


Anno 4. Geo. M. 
zt 


Niet: u a fare 
ther A dureh an 


that Zudject. 


Ma; 6. The above Addreſs was preſented to the King; Toe King's an- 


to which his Majeſty return'd for Anſwer, That he would 
« give Directions accordingly.” 

May 7. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, That 
an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeity, That he 


will be pleaſed to give Orders, that the proper Officers do 


prepare an Account to be laid before that Houſe, in the 
next Seſſion of Parliament, of the Value of the Exports and 
Imports between this Kingdom and his Majeſty's Plantations 
in America, and all foreign Countries, from Chriſtmas 1720 


to Chriſtmas 1730, diſtinguiſhing each Year, in each Plan- 


tation or foreign Country: But the Queition being put, it 


paſſed in the Negative. 


The fame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers, and 


the Commons being come thither, his Majeſty made the fol- 


lowing Speech : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« FT is a great Pleaſure to me, that, at the Cloſe of this 
* Seſſion of Parliament, I am able to acquaint you, that 
* the Hopes I had conceived and given you, of ſeeing ve 
« ſuddenly a happy Period put to the Troubles and Diſ- 


orders which had been fo long apprehended, are now, 
„ by the Treaty figned at Vienua, anſwer d and accom- 
_ ©* pliſh'd. 


A Project of a Convention betwixt the Emperor and 
* the Maritime Powers, for accommodating the Differences 
and Diſputes that were ſubfiiting, having been fu: med, 
the Treaty is concluded and ſigned by me and the Em- 
„ perur ; and is now under the Conſideration of the States 
“General, the Forms of that Government not adinitting a 
previous Concert in a Negotiation of this Nature: And, 


1% er {3 thc abure 
Addreis., 


Motion for an Ad- 
dreſs rclating to 
the Expoits and 
Imp: vs of the 
Ane Coulee 
n.. 


King's Speech at 
putti”g, an End to 
tus Fourth Sclkeg, 


as tius Treaty principally regards the Faecution of the 


« Treaty of Seville, it is likewiſe communicated to the Courts 
of France and Spain, as Parties to the Treaty of Seville: 


And I have juſt rece ved Advice, that the Katincations 


between me and the imperor are exchang'd. 


The Conditions and Engagements, which I have enter'd 
| „into 
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Ame 4. Geo. u. ® into upon this Occaſion, are agreeable to that neceſſary 


1731. 


The Parliament 
proroguæd. 


& Concern, which this Nation mutt always have for tae Se- 
«* curity and Preſervation of the Balance of Power in Europe: 
&« And as the uncertain and violent State of Affairs, to which 
Europe was reduced, and the Mitchicfs of an immediate 
« general War, which began o be thought unavoidable, 
„are now removed; this azppy Turn duly improved, with 
„ a juſt Regard to our former Alliances which it ſhall be 
* my Care to preſerve, gives us a favourable Proſpect of 
« ſeeing the Publick Tranquility re-eſtabiithed. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« return you my Thanks for the effectual Supplies, which 
you have granted me for the Service of the preſent Year, 
“ and for the proper Diſpoſition you have made of the Pub- 


lick Funds, towards leſſening and diſcharging the National 


« Debt : The remarkable Diſpatch and Unanimity which 
« you have ſhewn, at this critical Conjuncture, has added 
very much to the Credit and Weight of your Proceedings; 
and you ſhall find as great a Readineſs on my part to eaſe 
the Burthens of my People, as ſoon as the Circumſtances 
* and Situation of Affairs will admit of it, as you have 
1 ſhewn to raiſe the Supplies neceſſary for the Service of the 
« Publick. | = » 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
* hope at your Return into the Country, you will find 


« my Meaſures muſt ſurely vaniſh, when it ſhall 


appear 
* that my firſt and principal Care has been for the Intereſt 
and Honour of this Kingdom. Let it be your Endeavour 


** to remove all groundleis Jealouſies and Apprehenſions, 
* that the Satisfaction of this Nation may be as general, as 
« it is my earneſt Deſire that their Happineſs may be; let 
all my People, let all Orders of Men enjoy, quietly and 
«© unenvied, the Rights, Privileges, and Indulgences, 
« which by Law they are intitled to; let no Innovations 
diſturb any Part of my Subjects in the Poſſeſſion of their 
legal Property; let all that are zealous in the Support of 
me and my Government partake in common the Benefits 


of the preſent happy Ettabliſhment ; and let your Good- 


Will to one another be as extenſive as my Protection, which 
* all my good and faithful Subjects have an equal Right to, 
and may equally depend upon.“ | 


Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to 
the 27th of July : They were afterwards farther prorogued 
to the 13th of January. 


SPEECHES | 
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SPEECHESd DEBATES 
In the FirTn SE$s510N of the 
Firſt Parliament of King GEORGE II. 


N the 13th of January, the Parliament being met Anno g. Ceo. 1. 


in purſuance of their laſt Prorogation, his Majeſty 
JF#Z made the following Speech to both Houſes. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
cc 
to Time given you, of ſeeing the general Tranquility of 
Europe reſtored and eſtabliſhed, arc now fully anfwer'd. 

« 'The Share of Credit and Influence, which the Crown of 
« Great-Britain has had in bringing about this difficult and 
« deſira le Work, and which recounds ſo much to the Ho- 
© nour and Intereſt of this Nation; as it is univerſally con- 
« fefſed Abroad, will, I am confident, be agreeable to my 
People, and acknowledged with Gratitude by you. 

„It is well known, that from the Time of concluding 
© the Quadruple Alliance, the ſeveral Courts of Europe 
« have been employed in finding Means to execute what 
« the principal Powers had agreed to, for the Succeſſion of 
* Tuſcany and Parma, in favour of an Infant of Spain; 
„ but the various jarring and contending Intereſts, hard to 
de reconciled and united in effectuating a Point of ſo much 
Importance; the extended Views and Hopes of obtaining 
„ on every Side farther Advantages ; and the natural Jea- 
© loufies and Diitru:ts ariſing among the ſeveral Powers con- 


U _ cerned, from ſuch oppoſite Principles and Purpoſes, had 


« kept in Suſpence and unexecuted, what the Court of 
* Spain had very much at Heart; and occaſioned ſuch 
Troubles and Diſturbances, as embarraſſed the Affairs of 
* Europe for many Years, and particularly affected the In- 
<« tereſts of this Nation. | 
Lou have from Time to Time been informed of the 
« diterent Meaſures and Negotiations, that have on all 
Sides been carrying on during this long unſettled State of 
Affairs; and you have enabled me to perſevere in main- 
„ taining the Rights and Poſſeſſions of this Kingdom, and 
in preſerving the Peace and Balance of Europe. | 
„The Preliminary Articles and the ſubſequent Tranſac- 
tions thereupon not anſwering the Expectations of the 
Court of Spain, and creating a Coolneſs aud Diſſatisfaction 
among the contracting Parties of the fir} Treaty of Vien- 


= 


« YF is a great Pleaſure to me, that I am able to acquaint King's Speech at 
I you, that the Expectations which I have from Time Bon- 
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« na, laid the Foundation of the Treaty of Seville, and 
thereby diſſolved that Union, Which had raiſed ſo many 
« Apprencnſions, and fo long alarmed the Worid. 

Ihe Execution of the L'reaty of Ses ille was the great 
„ Difficalty that ſtill remained; and this, unſurmountable 
as it was thougit, I have by your Support, and by the 
Confidence you repoled in me, been able to overcome by 
« jaſt and honourable Treaties, without coming to Extremi- 
<« ties, and without the Hazard and Expence of a general 
& Rupture, or kindling a War in any Part of Europe. 

« Parma and Placentia are now in the -&:.1 Poſſeſſion of 
© the Iafant Don Carlos; the fix thouf nd Spaniirds are 


« quietly admitted and quartered in the Datch; of Tuicany, 


« to ſecure, by the expreſs Conſent and Agreement of the 


Great Duke, the Reverſion of his Dominions; tnv 2 Fa- 


« mily- Convention i: made between the Courts of Spain and 
« Tuſcany, for preſerving Peace and Friendihip between 


* thoſe two Hou!cs, durirg the Life of the Great Duke. 
« For perfecting and finiſhing this tedious Work, con- 


* duced through a Series of infinne Changes and V iciſſi- 
* tudes, and incumbercd with all the different Views of In- 
„ tereſt and Ambition, I concluded the late Treaty of Vi- 
e enna; wherein J have entered into no Engagements contra- 
« ry to former Treaties, or tending either to aggrandize or 
« reduce the Power or Weight of any Potentate, calculated 
purely for preſerving a þ «6 Balance, and to avoid ſuch 


_ © Confuſion, as new Changes and Convulſions upon future 
_ * Events would unavoidably create, and wherein Great- 


Britain could never ſtand by, and be an idle Spectator. 

* When this ſhall be duly conſidered, and it ſhall be ſeen 
e that the Wounds which have been long bleeding are in- 
« tirely healed, groundlefs Jealouſies will ceaſe, ill Humours 
* will ſubſide, and Peace and good Harmony return toge- 
„ ther; all Diffidence and Diſtruſt, the natural Effect of re- 
peated Delays, artfully inſtilled and induſtriouſly improve 


ed and aggravated, will be removed; and mutual Satisfac- 


tion be the Conſequence of the punctual and effectual Per- 


* formance of all Engagements on our Side, which will ever 


be remembered with great Regard and Honour to this 

* Crown and Nation, and leave an indiſpenſible Obligation 

upon tloſe that are immediately corcern'd, to make ſuch 
Returns as Honour and Juſtice call for and demand. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 1 

© The Eſtimates for the Service of the current Year ſhall 

* be prepar d and laid before you, which you will cbferve 


ta be conſiderably 1-5 than thoſe of former Years: It is 


* a Pleaſure to me Ut» give Laſe to my Suiye'ts, whenever 
the Welfare of the Publick will admit oi it. You have 
| «6 ſeen 
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— 
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reported his Majeſty's Speech, and thereupon 


( 3g ) 
ſeen the happy Effects of your former Zeal and Reſolu- 
tion; Succeſs has attended my Meaſures, and you reap the 
Fruit of my Endeavours and of your in me; 


| + and & nnd} beg ao 69-900 16 IR, Ges all the 


which you have Tiny mate, 1 


emper and Unanimity, and ſuch 
Zeal for the Publick Good, as becomes a 


„ Parliament ſenſible of the great Bleſſings they enjoy : The 


« Duty and AﬀeQtions of my Subjects are all the Return I 
1 tive fir my moon Love end nance for then, My Go- 


« vernment has no Security, but what is equally conducive 


eto your Happineſs and to the Protection of my People; 
« and your Proſperity has no n 
ſence and Support of my Government: Our Safety is 
* mutual, our Intereſts are inſeparable.” 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, Mr Speaker 


vey roſe up, and after having enumerated the many Dith- 
cies this ation was yoo dry ner by hs Hogs of 


our Enemies Abroad, and 

we ſhould have been inevi 

which had not been prevented his 
Majeſty's great Forefigh Ires 3 

Succeſs of which the Tranquility of was ſettled and 
eſtabliſh'd a firm and laſting F tion; his Lord- 
ſhip moy'd, That an humble Addreſs be ted to his 


Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the 'Thanks of this Houſe for 
his moſt gracious Speech from the Throne ; to declare our 
higheſt Satisfaction in ſeeing the ity of Eu- 


general Tranquil 
rope reſtor'd and eftabliſh'd by his Majeſty's Credit and In- 
fluence, with ſo much Gly i» the Ones of Gas Bimin, 
and Honour to this Nation ; to acknowledge with Gratitude 
his Majeſty's unweary'd Endeavours for the Happineſs of his 


| People, and his Goodneſs in purſuing with Steadineſs and 


Conſtancy ſuch Meaſures, as beſt conduced to the 
ä to being a 


| ®* Atpointed Vice-Chamberlain of ki; Maie, ys Ti-yſt-d, May Ta 1737. 
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the Lord Her- — 


Anno 5. Ceo. II. 
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Me Clatterbucl 


the preſent Happineſs and Tranquility not only of this Na- 
tion, but of Europe in 


( 90 } 
and honourable Treaties to ſettle and re eſtabliſh the Publick 
Tranquility, without the Hazard and Expence of a general 
Rupture, or kindling a War in any Part of Europe; to 
aſſure his Majeſty that this Houſe, ſenſible of the happy 
Effects of the Confidence fo juitly repoſed in his Majeſty, 
and the Bleſſings we enjoy under his Government, will with 
Chearfulneſs grant the Supplies neceſſary for the Service of 
the current Year, for the Defence and Support of his Ma- 


jeſty's Government, and for the Security and Protection of 


his People. His Lordſhip was ſeconded by Mr Clutterbuck®, 
who explain'd the ſeveral jarring Intereſts of Europe, which 
had all been happily reconcil'd by his Majeſty's Wiſdom 
and good Conduct; and added, That as our Security de- 
pends upon the Preſervation of the Balance of Power in 
Europe, we could not in common Prudence have fat uncon- 
cern'd, and ſeen any one of the Powers of Europe ſwallow'd 
up by another: That if any War had broke out, we muſt neceſ- 
farily have been concern'd, and every Man was ſenſible of 
the fatal Effects ſuch a War might have been attended with: 
That we were now free from all ſuch Apprehenfions ; and as 


general, was owing to the 
and pacifick Meaſures purſu'd by his Majeſty, he could not 
but approve of the Terms of Addreſſing propoſed, and there- 
fore he ſeconded the Motion.” 1 
Then Sir Wilfrid Lawſon ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: 
Mr Speaker, | 
I ſhall join with all my Heart in an Addreſs of Thanks 

to his Majeſty, for his moſt gracious Speech from the Throne; 
but I cannot agree with deſcending fo far into Particulars, 
as are contain'd in the Motion made by the noble 
Lord who ſpoke firſt, and ſeconded by the honourable 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt. The Treaties, which it is 
pretended, that the Tranquility of Europe and the Happineſs 
of this Nation are ſo firmly and laſtingly eftabliſh'd, are not 
now before the Houle ; and therefore, from my own Know- 
ledge, I can ſay nothing about them, nor can I form a Judy- 
ment of the Honour or Advantage which will from t 
accrue ro this Kingdom: But if I judge from what I 
or {ee abroad in the World, I muſt be of Opini 
withitanding the great Things we have done for 
of 5pain, and the Favours we have procured 
Family of that Kingdom, we have as yet received 

Satisfaction for the Injuries done by them to thi 
J have ſeen publiſh'd, in our News-Papers, an r of 
ſtructions from his Catholick Majeſty to the Governors 
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by the Spaniards upon our Merchants trading to thoſe Seas, 
but I cannot look upon this Order as any Satisfaction for 
the Depredations already committed ; neither can I look upon 
it as a ſufficient Check againſt the committing of any in 
Time to come: There are ſo many Conditions in this Order, 
ſo many I and Andi, that it affords a la 


Spaniards Part of the World, * 28 
iards in that Part of t to go on in ing 
or plundering of our Merchants Ships, . 
their being concerned in ſome illicit Commerce, or of their 
being found navigating in thoſe Latitudes, where the Spani- 
ards may ſay they ought not to navigate. Theſe Orders are 
ſo general, that the Captains of the Spaniſh Guarda-Coſta's 
and the Governors, who are generally Partners with the Cap- 
tains, may put any Conſtruction they pleaſe upon them; and 
we may expect, that the Conſtruction to be put upon them 
will be moſt unfavourable for the Subjects of this Nation. 
I ſhall not, Sir, at preſent make any Motion, but as a Mem- 
ber of this Houſe, I thought it incumbent upon me to de- 


clare my Sentiments in an Affair, in which the Honour of 


cern'd. 
Mr Shippen ſpoke next. 
Mr Speaker, 2 1 
© I riſe not only to offer my Sentiments againſt the Terms 


this Houſe and the Intereſt of the Nation are ſo much con- 


of the Addreſs propoſed, but likewiſe to make a Motion. 


It has, Sir, upon ſuch an Occaſion, been the ancient Cuſtom 
of this Houſe, to preſent an Addreſs of Thanks to his Ma- 
jeſty, for his moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, but 
ſuch Addreſſes were in former Days always in general Terms ; 
there were in them no flattering Paragraphs, no long Com- 
pliments made to the Throne, r Tranſactions and Succeſſes 
which had never been laid before the Houſe, and of which, 
by a neceſſary Conſequence, the Houſe muſt have been ſup- 


Mr Shipper = 


poſed to have been entirely ignorant: It is true, Sir, we 


have of late Years fallen into a Cuſtom of Complimenting 
the Throne upon every ſuch Occaſion with long Addreſſes, 
and this Cuſtom has been follow'd fo long, that I am afraid 


it may at laſt become a Vote of courſe, to vote an Addreſs to 


his Majeſty, in ſuch Terms as ſhall be concerted by thoſe 


very Men, whoſe Meaſures are approv'd of by the Compli- 


ment made to the Throne. I confeſs, Sir, that I am fo 
little of a Courtier, that I cannot return Thanks for what 
I know nothing of; nor can I applaud before I know a Rea- 
fon for ſuch Applauſe. I am not at all againſt an Addreſs of 
Thanks in the ancient uſual Style bat tho! I ſhould happen 
to 


ſingle and alone in my Oppolition, which I hope I 
ſhall not, yet I am reſol d to oppoſe Addreſſing in the Terms 


moved 
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moved for, if it were for no other Reaſon but this, that 
ſuch a Motion may not ftand upon the Journals of this Houſe, 
as agreed to Nem. Con: For it not taken Notice of in Time, 
ſuch humble Addreſſes to the Throne may at laſt come to 
paſs as a Matter of courſe ; and be as little regarded or 


oppoſed, as ſome Affairs now are, which at firſt ſtood a long 


Conteſt before they could be introduc d. 


Sir, It is no new Thing in me to oppoſe ſuch Addreſſes ; 


I have always oppoſed them; and though I do not thereby 


appear to be a good Courier. yet it ſhews that I have ſome 


| promiſed, and we have been aſſured, that no 


Reſpect for the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe ; beſides, 
Sir, when ſuch Addreſſes have been propoſed, it has been 


ſhould afterwards be taken of any Words contain'd in the 
complimenting Part of ſuch Addreſs ; but every Member in 
this Houſe knows, that when the Houſe had an tunity 
of examining Things more particularly, and Debates enſued 


thereupon, they have then been told that they could not cenſure 


any of the paſt Tranſactions, becauſe they had approv'd of 
them all by their Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty for his 
moſt gracious Speech from the Throne. I hope, Sir, for 
the ſake of my Country, that all Things are well, that our 
Afﬀiirs both Abroad and at Home are in that proſperous 
Condition, in which they have been repreſented to us ; but 
as we cannot as yet judge from the Effects, and as the Trea- 


ties, from which this great Proſperity and laſting Tranquility 
is to ariſe, have not yet been laid before us; I can not but 


look upon it as an Anticipation of the Reſolutions of this 
Houſe to thank his Majeſty for thoſe Treaties, which we 


have not as yet had any Opportunity either to peruſe or 


conſider ; and therefore I move, That the firſt Part only of 


the Motion already made fhould ſtand, and that all the other 


Mr W. Pulteney, 


complimenting Paragraphs ſhould be left out. 
Then Mr William Pulteney + ſpoke as follows: 
Mr Speaker, | 
* I am very willing that an Addreſs of Thanks be pre- 
ſented to his Majelty, for his moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne; but I cannot agree to an Addreſs in the Terms pro- 
poſed by the noble Lord who made the Motion, becauſe 


they 


T The folluwing Article d in the Gazette, viz. July 1, 1731. This 
& Dx: his Majeſty in a. partes for the — to be. his ows 
- H. ad [truck the Name of William Paiteney, Ejg; out of the Lift of Provy- 
& (19 {elloys 3 His Majzſty farther ordered the ſaid William Fulteney to be 
+ put d of all the Commiſſions of the Peace ; aud that the ſeveral Lord- 
* Fieatenauts, who have grun him Deputations, do revoke the ſame : Aud 
* th: Right Hon. the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, and his Ma- 


6 ; $?; eins © . . * = 
eee o Bat, wor al s x wer | 


a MM MM. Does d ae. oc a aro bats" a 


natural Right to them, and his Majeſty is far from having the 


great deal of Money 
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they ſeem to imply an Approbation of all that has been tranſ- Ano 5. Geo. K. 


acted or negotiated by his Majeſty's Miniiters ; I am the 
more obliged upon this Occaſion to declare my Opinion, be- 
cauſe of the Motion's having been made by that noble 
Member, left ſome of my Friends ſhould be thereby miſled, 
and made to believe that I am tor the Motion in its full Ex- 
tent. We ought to thank his Majeſty for his molt gracious 
Speech, but I cannot fee any Reaſon we have to thank him 
for our Liberties and Properties: They are ſecured to us by 
our Conſtitution ; and as Subjects of Great Britain we have a 


leaſt Thought of making any Incroachments upon them: But 
as for the Treaties and Negotiations abroad, and the Honours 
and Advantages we have by them acquir'd, I do not think 
that we can take Notice of them, for till they be laid before 
the Houſe, we muſt be preſumed to be ignorant of them. For 
my own part I ſhall be glad to know that we are now at laſt 
got into a right Way; but ſuppoſing that all is now right with 


us, I am certain there was a Time ſome Years ago, when 


we might 


have been as right as we are now, and upon the 
fame 


Conditions. If we had embraced that Opportunity, 2 

would have been ſaved to the Nation 
in thoſe Days, the Guaranty of the Pragmatick-Sanftion 
was looked on as inconſiſtent with the Intereſt and Happineſs 
of this Nation, and was repreſented as ſuch even by thoſe 
who have now to it; what were their Reaſons for re- 


_ preſenting it in ſuch a hideous Shape at that Time, and for 
placing it now in ſo amiable a View, I cannot comprehend : 


For my own Part, Sir, I do not fee any N we were 
under of agreeing to it, even at this preſent Time; for by our 


to the eternal Diſhonour of the Nation : Theſe, Sir, are the 


Circumſtances which this Nation may be brought into by 
entring into this Guaranty ſo early; and theſe, Sir, are Cir- 
eumſtances which every wiſe Man ought, by all Means, to 
avoid ; beſides, Sir 
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Anno 5. Gen. Il, ations with the Emperor: The French may perhaps ſay, 
ny that by the Treaty of Hanover we were obliged not to treat 


with any of the Powers, againſt whom that Treaty ſeemed to 
be made, without the Concurrence of our Allies; and yet 


potwithitanding thereof we not only negotiated, but con- 


cluded a Treaty with the Emperor without communicating 
the ſame to them ; what Reaſon the French may have for 
ſuch an Accuſation I cannot at preſent properly ſpeak to; 
Pruſſia, it is true, had before ſet us an Example, and 
had drawn off from that Treaty long before we had ; but 
France and Holland had adhered firmly to it to the very laſt. 

According to the View I have of our late Negotiations, 
I cannot fay, that either the Honour or the Intereſt of the 
Nation has been much conſidered ; it is true, Don Carlos 
may be now eſtabliſhed in the Succeſſion to the Duchy of 
Tuſcany, and in the Poſſeſſion of the Duchies of Parma and 
Pl:centia ; the Spaniſh Troops may be introduced into Italy, 
and I wiſh their Introduction do not prove to be the Origin 


of new Troubles; but in theſe Things we have no particular | 


| Intereſt. I cannot ſay that much Regard has been had to 
the particular Intereſt of this Nation in our Conduct at home; 
our Debts have been increaſed, at leaft not diminiſhed ; and 


at the ſame Time Luxury has been ſo much encouraged, that 
many have run out a great Part of their Fortunes, and are 
thereby obliged to depend upon the Court; inſomuch that 


I mult fay, happy it is for the Nation, that the King is fo 
| and fo juſt, as not to have any Deſigns againſt our Li- 
— : Our Trade is decaying every Day, and Publick 
Credit is like to be entirely deſtroyed by the many Publick 
Frauds that are committed ; for Credit depends upon that 
Faith and Confidence which one Man puts in another, for 

the Preſervation of that which is committed to his Care ; but 
by theſe Publick Frauds all mutual Faith and Confidence 
will be taken away; no Man will think his Money ſafe but 
when it is locked up in his own Coffers ; he will not for the 
Future truſt the Management or ing thereof to any one 
Man, or to any Set of Men. However, I hope, Sir, that all 
our Affairs abroad are now ſet to rights, and that our dome- 
flick Grievances are in a fair Way of being redrefled ; but if 
they are fo, I muſt fay, it is ſomething like a Pilot, who, 
though he has a clear, a ſafe, and a ſtreight Paſſage for going 
into Port, yet takes it in his Head to carry the Ship a great 
way about, through Sands, Rocks and Shallows, and there- 
by loſes a great many of the Seamen, deſtroys a great deal of 
the Tackle and Rigging, and puts the Owners to a vaſt Ex- 
pence ; however, at lait, by Chance he hits the Port, and then 
triumphs in his goed Conduct.“ | 
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liſhed, or the Standing Army disbanded. Theſe were 
Effects they would immediately feel, but he was afraid they 
would be of Opini a Peace attended with a Continu- 


oh 
5 


1 
propoſed by the noble Member oke firſt, — 


has in every Reſpect been right; or that the Intereſt of 
Nation has been, by his Majeity's Mini inci 


Sir W. Wyndham, 


of our Wits with Apprehenſions that the Pretender was to be 


put upon us, and that without any Reaſon for all that I have 

ſeen or heard upon the Subject. Then Don Carlos was 
made ſuch a Giant of, that he, that Infant, was to ſwallow 
up and deſtroy all the Powers of Europe ; andat that Time we 
ſued to France for an Alliance, and beſought their Aſſiſtance, 
by which we put it in their Power to commence a War when- 
ever they pleaſed ; and, if they had not been more taken up 


with Whims and Diſputes about Religion, than any wiſe Na- 
tion ought to be, they would certainly have involved us in a 


War in Conjunction with them; and thereby would have 
made us aſſiſt them in recovering all that they had loſt by the 
laſt two Wars, the taking of which from them had colt us fo 


much Blood and Treaſure. Some Time after we ſhook off 


all Fears of the Pretender, Don Carlos was again diminiſhed 
to an ordinary Size, and then we began to bully France as 
much as we had courted it before: Such Conduct cannot ap- 
pear to me to be right, at leaſt it does not appear to be ſteady 


and uniform. Upon the other hand, it muſt be ſaid of the 
Imperial Court, that they have acted with Steadineſs and 


Prudence ; they have firmly adhered to the proper Intereſt 
of their native Country, and have ſteadily purſued the Aim 
they had in View, through all the different Shapes in which 
the Affairs of Europe have been put within theſe few Years ; 
and by this Firmneſs and Reſolution they have at lai brought 
us to their own Terms ; and have accompliſhed their Deſigns, 


notwithſtanding the Conjunction and Alliance of ſo many 
| formidable 
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Treaty, I hope ſome Care may as yet be taken of thoſe poor lune 5. Geo. 11. 


People : I look upon it as a general Benefit, that the Dutch 
have not as yet acceded, becauſe we may make an Advantage 
of it by getting them to inſiſt upon all ſuch Additions, Ex- 
planations or Amendments, as may be judg'd neceſſary for 
| the common Good of Europe in general, and of the Proteſtant 
Religion in particular. In the mean Time I am pleaſed to 
find, that we are not now fo cloſely united with France as 


thing of the Caſe between France and us. 


Mr Henry Pelham ſpoke next for the Motion, and 
deavour'd toſhew, * I hat it was no way inconſiſtent wi 
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liament: they in 

dent or jealous of his Majeſty's Conduct, it would 
weaken his Influence upon the Councils of foreign Courts ; 
a they might put * of his Power to rectify 


A ces H a Falſe Step, if any had been made by his Miniſters, and this 


1731-32. 


Mr H. Walpole, 
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he was perſuaded no Man would incline to do, who was a 
Friend either to his King or his Country, for the ſake of any 
;ivate Pique he might have to any of his Majeſty's Miniſters : 
hat for theſe and many other Reaſons, he was for agree- 
ing to the Addreſs in the Terms firſt moved for. 
He was ſupported by Mr Horatio Walpole, who ſpoke next. 
Mr Speaker, 

The honourable Gentleman upon the Floor [Mr . Pul- 
teney] ſaid, that he was afraid leit the noble Lord, who firſt mov- 
ed for an Addreſs, might have ſome Weight with his Friends, 
I do not know, Sir, but that it may be ſo; I do not know but | 
he may have Weight with ſome of thoſe, whom that Gentle. 
man now looks upon as his Friends ; but I am that 
made 
which he i 


” 
2 


Bly 


propoſed to us ſome Years ago; but, Sir, I know that 


88 


to enter into ſuch a Guaranty : Beſides, Sir, | 
there was at that Time good Reaſon to fear that Don Carlos 
was the Perſon, upon whom the Imperial Court had fixed | 
their Eye, as a Succeſſor to his Imperial Majeſty ; and I am 
ſure it was againſt the Intereſt of this Nation, to contribute | 
to the eſtabliſhing of a Perſon in the full and ſole Poſſeſſion 
of all the Auſtrian Dominions, who was by the Quadruple | 
Alliance to have ſuch large Dominions of his ann 
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Guaranty we ought, perhaps, to 
the fatal Conſequences that 


; for if ſuch a Ruin ſhould 
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our Meaſures have been as ſteady and uniform, as thoſe 
of any Court in Europe : Our Aim was to 


t 


preſerve our own 


N 2 
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from us; to preſerve our Trade againſt the Incroachment 
made upon it by the ſetting up of tae Oſtend Company ; and 
to preſerve the Balance of Power in Againit any Pre- 
ſent or future Attempts for overturning it, in order 
to eſtabliſſi, as far as is confutent witn human TR 
eral Tranquility of . Thais Aim was | y 
purſe — 4 — which the Affairs of 
have taken within a few Years palt, and is now at 
laſt, b. all human Appearance, molt happily accompliſhed ; but 
it was neceſſary to eſtabliſh the preſent Tranquility of 
before we could think of the future : We were en- 


Europe, 
| pager by the Quadruple Alliance, to ſee the Infant Don Car- 
ſettled in the Succeſſion of the Duchies of — 


r 
Points, 2 of the future Tranquility of 
Europe and in to eltabliſh that upon as ſolid a Foun- 
dation as the Nature of the Caſe will admit of, we have 
agreed to the Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanction. 

In all theſe Tranſactions, the true Intereſt of this Nation 


8 urſued, and never once departed 
from : The Intereſt is Nation is connected with the ge- 
neral Intereſt of Europe in the Balance of Power; 


and therefore it is the Intereſt of this Nation, as well as of 
almott every one of the other Nations of Europe, to 

the Dominions of the Auſtrian Family entire and undivided ; 
am foe no dive wil fig dot hes be 1s the Intereſt of this 


Nation, that the Duchies of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placen- 
tia ſhould never be in the Poſſeſſion of Germany, France or 


Spain. It is very plain, that it is the Intereſt of this Nation 
to have the Eail-India Trade from Oſtend demoliſhed ; and 
it is as evident that this Nation is particularly intereſted 
in the preſcrving of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, and at the 
fame Time in cultivating a gnod Friendſhip and 


Correſpon- 
dence with Spain. In all theſe Caſes the Intereſt of this 


Nation is certainly molt particularly concerned, and in every 


one of theſe Points we have obtained all that we could ex- 


pect or deſire; and all this without any mean Compliance 
upon our part, or giving up any Thing d that we were before 
inticled unto ; upon the contrary, whenever any Scheme was 
offered by any of our Allies, which had the leait Appearance 
of being agunſt the Honour or Intereſt of this Nation, any 
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jarring Intereſts to be reconciled, and many Difficulties to 
be ſurmounted, ail which his Majeſty has, by his Wi 


Feet 


FFI 


| proceed 
| tion ought 
; Occaſion 
1 | 
were upon the marching of theirs. 
As in all Treaties there are ſome Points left to be deter- 
mined afterwards, ing to the Plan then laid down ; fo, 


5 


by the Treaty of the Spaniards are to make full 


| SatisfaQtion and Reparation for the Loſſes which our Merchants | 
| Have ſuſtained by any unjuſt Seizures ; but as the Quantum 
of that Loſs could not then be determined, nor could it then 


that we ſhall at laſt meet with a full Satisfaction in that Affair, 
though it has been hitherto retarded by the Negotiations 
about publick Affairs of greater Moment, which have occur- 
red ſince the Concluſion of that Treaty. In all human Af- 
fairs, it is ſometimes neceſſary to have Patience, and to wait 
the Courſe of Things; Nations muſt not, upon every little 
Delay, or upon every trifli Diſpute, come to an Rur 
ture, and involve — and their Neighbours in War 
| nd Bloodſhed for Things, which with a little Patience might 
| have been eaſy adjuſied.” PN I 


Ann 8. _m_ 


not ac 
| Rule, that they could not go on with 1 


| © Majeſty labour'd under, in bringing this great and 


© Rights and Privileges we are intitled to; and 
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T ſhould not, Sir, have troubled the Houſe 
but that fince Compariſons have been going ound, 
may have leave to make one in my Turn; 
that our late Affairs very much reſemble a Set of honeſt 
quiet Country People got into a Country Dance, who went 
ee ni Fellow came among ew, who im 
till a turbulent noiſy Fellow came in among 
mediately forced himſelf into 41 
Noiſe, x ſuch a one was out, and ſuch 
ſuch a Step out of Tune, and ſuch a Turn 


lait they reſolved to turn this troubleſome Fellow out 
Company, and then they all went on eaſily and quietly as 
they had done before. 


At laſt the Queſtion was put upon the Lord Hervey's Mo- 
tion, which was carried in the 


Affirmative without any Di- 
viſion ; and a Committee was appointed to draw up an Ad - 
dreſs accordingly, which is as follows : 


Moſt 


Fran 
the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af- 


: 


ys 
We are fully perſuaded, that the Treaties your 
© has enter'd into, were made with no other View, 
© preſerve the Balance of Power in Europe, and 
FPoſſeſſions of the Crown of Great-Britain, and 
we 


11 


z 
L 


© ledge with Gratitude your Majeſty's Wiſdom a 
* neſs, in procuring for us all theſe 
« Expence and Hazards of a War. 


s TS nm. 


f 


11 


* Work to ſo happy a Conclufion. The many 
ariſing from various Pretenſions and Jealouſies during the 


* Courle of theſe Tranſactions, unſurmountable as they have 
* been thought, are by your Majeſty's Steadineſs and Pru- 
© dence entirely removed; and at a Time, when a War 
* ſeemed unavoidable, the Settlement of the Succeſſion of 
- Don Carlos to the States of Tuſcany and Parma has been 
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| Anog. Geo. IN. the fix Independent Companies conſiſt of for the Service of 
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the Highlands, 17,709 Men, Commiſſion and Non-Commiſ. 
fion Officers 1 In Support of this Motion he endea- 
voured to ſhew, * That though the publick 1 „ 
happily and fully eſtabliſhed, yet it was neceſſary for us 
roops he had propole, 
till we ſhould ſee how thoſe Meaſures, by which the Publick 
Tranquility had been eſtabliſhed, ſhould be approved of by 
the other Powers of Europe, who had not then declared their 
Sentiments upon that Subject.” 

Hereupon Lord Morpeth flood up, and ſhewed 
„n | 
up = numaens Srnding Anay is Tie of Trace ; his 
222 That the Number ſhould be reduced to 1 2,000 
effeftive Men ; and was back'd by Mr Watkin Williams 


the race and Traxqulay of this Nation, both 
. oy bony be now by his Majeſty's wiſe Condu& 
eſtabliſhed, in all Probability, upon a firm and laſting Foun- 
dation, yet a wiſe People cake a> = bo a hab 
Gund a8 the ward at iy Ia. The Public 
Quiet both abroad and at home depends upon 2 | 
Inclinations of Men ; and we know by Experience, that 
thing is more fickle "and variable ;  —_ _ 
to do any Thing that may turn the Inclinations of our Ene- 
mies towards diſturbing us, or that may give them any Views | 
of Succeſs in any ſuch Attempts ; the only Method to pre- 
vent the having any ſuch Inclinations, or conceiving any 
ſuch Hopes, is to keep up a good Army of regular Forces. 
The Number moved for, is, in my Opinion, the leaſt that 
can be thought of by any Man, who has a true Regard for 
the Quiet and Proſperity of this Nation, and for tne Preſer- 
vation of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Majeſty's moſt illuf- 
trious Family. 

Every Man knows, Sir, NA 


upon it with Concern, that we never did yet reduce our 


Army, but that Reduction was the Occaſion of ſome Plot 
or Machination againſt us: Did not the ſmall Number 
of our Forces, in the Beginning of his late Majeſty's Reign, 
ſpirit up and encourage that wicked and unnatural Rebellion 
that was raiſed againſt him? After that Inſurrection was hap- 
pily quelled, we made a Reduction of the Army, what were 
the Conſequences ? The Army was no ſooner reduced, but 
our Enemies began to think of taking Advantage of it; we 

were not only threatned with a new Inſurrection at home, | 
but lixewiſe with an Invaſion from Spain. [See Vel. I. p. 37g 
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4000 5. Geo. IM. Means to encroach upon the Liberties of our Country. We 
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have had ſufficient Experience of his Majeſty's Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs not to entertain the leaſt Suſpicion of any ſuch 
Deſign ; all that his Majeſty wants is, that we will take a 
Care to keep up a Parliamentary Force, ſufhcient for enab- 


ling him to repel any Attack that may be made upon our 


Country, or upon our Conſtitution. His Majeſty deſires no- 
thing but what may be neceſſary for preſerving us in the 
happy and quict State in which we are at preſent, and for 


continuing and protecting the free Enjoyment of thoſe Li- 
berties and Privileges for which he has always ſhewn ſo great 


a Regard. While this is the Uſe that is to be made oi our 
Standing-Army, I cannot think that the Number propoſed is 
at all too large, and if any other Uſe were to be made of 
them, I hope, I ſhould be as ready as any Man in this Houſe 


to oppoſe any ſuch Meaſures ; but as long as the Continu- 


ance of the Army depends upon the Reſolutions of Parlia- 


ment from Year to Year, there is, I think, no Danger of 


any ſuch Meaſures being entered upon, or ever fo much as 
thought of; the Parliament will always have it in their 
Power to put a Stop to ſuch Meaſures in their Infancy, and 


long before they can be made effectual, or ſo much as brought 


to any Maturity ; and I hope it never will be imagined, 
that the Parliament will join in any Meaſures for enſlaving 
the People. | 

* The preſent Queſtion is not, whether we ſhall eſtabliſh a 
Standing Army to continue for ever, or for any Term of 
Years? It is only about continuing the Number now pro- 
ſed for one Year longer, till we ſee how the Treaties we 
ve lately made are reliſned by ſome foreign Powers: If 
they ſhould happen not to approve of the Meaſures we have 
taken for eſtabliſhing the general Good and Tranquility of 
Europe, our keeping up of our Standing Army will prevent 
them from taking any Meaſures for diſturbing that Peace 
and Tranquility fo lately ſettled and eſtabliſhed ; as long as 
they find that we are in a Capacity to compel their Conſent, 
they will at leaſt diſſemble and conceal their Diſlike. If at 
the Expiration of the enſuing Year we find, that all the 
other Powers of Europe are quiet and eaſy ; if we then find 


that they are willing to reſt ſatisfied with thoſe Meaſures 


which have been agreed upon, we may then leſſen the Num- 
ber of our Forces if we think fit, and one Year's 
of maintaining 5 or 6000 Men, is but a 'Trifle in compari- 


fon with the Loſs this Nation may ſuſtain, by expoſing Eu- 


rope and itſelf to the Danger of a new War. 
© It is well known, Sir, how fatal it was to 


how 


_ fatal it was to this Nation in particular, the Diſbanding of our 
Army afier the Peace of Ryſwick ; King William _— 


— 
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much Wiſdom and Penetration not to foreſee the Conſe- Anne 3. Geo. U. 
quences of ſo wrong a Step, and therefore he oppoſed it with — 
all his Might; — his well founded Reaſons could not pre- 
vail againſt the Spirit of that Faction and Party, which was 
ſo troubleſome to him during his whole Reign, and pre- 
vented this Nation's reaping all thoſe Advantages it might 
have done from his prudent Adminiſtration. After this miſ- 
chievous Reſolution was carried againſt him, and the brave 
Army, which he had been at ſo much Pains to and 
train up, was in „ 
ſelf in no Condition to oppoſe or prevent the French 
taking Poſſeſſion of the whole Kingdom of Spain, upon 
Dan: of the tes King, who we even at that Tie in 
lingering a Condition, that his Death was every Day ex- 

which made the Reſolution for diſbanding our Army 
at ſo critical a Juncture the more ridiculous ; therefore King 
William found himſelf under a Sort of Neceſſity of entering 
into the Partition Treaty, which was afterwards ſo much 
cenſured in this Houſe, and was certainly a Treaty that he 
never would have agreed to, but only that he thought it 
| was neceſſary to give the French a ſmall Part of the Spaniſh 
| c 


the 
„ TU TL IFD Effects of agreeing with his 
Majeſty — I for bringing about the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of the Peace and Tranquility of Europe; I 

am perſuaded, that the Continuing of the Heſſian Troops in 
yo; RC RO RS 07 
his Majeſty's Negotiations, and I think the Event has juſ- 
| tified me and every one who agreed with his Majeſty in that 
| Meaſure ; as I was then of Opinion, that the Continuing of 
the Heſſian Troops in our Pay was abſolutely neceſſary for 
| bringing about thoſe good Ends which have been thereby 
effectuated, ſo now I am of Opinion, that the keeping up 
the Number of our own Forces propoſed, is a Meaſure that 
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found ſufficient to guard us both againſt Invaſions from 

| and Inſurrections at Home, even in the Time of open War: 
During the whole Courſe of the long Wars, we had in the 
Reigns both of King William and Queen Anne, a Body of 6000 
or 7000 Men was thought all that was requiſite to be kept 
in this Nation, for guarding us againſt all the Attempts of our 
Enemies foreign or domeitick ; and this ſmall Body of Men, 
with the Affections of the People, appeared to be fo ſufficient 
ſor the Purpoſe » that the United Powers of France 
and Spain never durſt venture to make an Invaſion upon us ; 


« Afeer the Peace of Ryſwick the Parliament was then fo 
jealous of their Liberties, and ſo much afraid of introducing | 


g's taking Poſſeſſion of all, or 
of their Territories; but by that pernicious 
hich was even before the Concluſion of it, and 
Effects it produced were felt, firencouſly op- 
our own Miniſters, and was afterwards ſo 
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gainſt us by 
the Second Partition Treaty. And conſidering the great 
Succeſs of our Arms in this laſt War, and the ſmall Num- 
ber of regular Forces we had in Pay before it broke out, 
I think we may from thence moſt certainly conclude, that 
there never can be any Neceſſity, or really ſo much ma 
tence, for keeping up ſuch a numerous - Army 
time of Peace, as we have at preſent in the Iſland of Great 
Britain alone. 

Sir, The brave and bold Spirit which the Britiſh Subjects 
naturally have is well known ; our Enemies have often felt 
it to their Coſt ; I hope the ſame Spirit ſtill remains, I hope we 
have Men enougi in Britain who have Reſolution to defend 
themſelves againit any Invaſion whatever, though there were 


not ſo much as one Red-Coat in the whole Kingdom. It is 


upon the Bravery of our Subjects, upon the natural Courage 


of our Men, that we ought principally to depend for the Pro- 
tection and Safety of our Country againſt a Foreign Enemy: 


By truſting to this we have continued for many Years to be 
a happy and free People, and as ſoon as we to put our 
Truſt in any thing elſe, our Happineſs and our Liberty will 
be at an End, and a State of Miſery and Slavery mult ſoon 


aſter enſue. 


As to the Diſaffection that is pretended to be in the Country, 


it is nothing but a Pretence, and it will always be a Pre- 


tence: I hope, Sir, it is ſo inconſiderable, that our ordinary 
Civil Officers are ſufficient to ſeize, and e 


| capable to hold all the Diſaffected in the Kingdom: But 1 


muſt ſay that the Continuing of a Standing-Army, even from 
Year to Year, will certainly make the Diſaffection increaſe, 
and willcchs © freed cenard el Parts of the Kingdom ; the 
People never can be eaſy under the Load of Taxes and the 
many Oppreſſions, which always are, and always muſt be, the 
Conſequences of keeping up a numerous Standing-Army in 
any Country. Our People are naturally jealous of their L- 
berties ; the Continuing of the Army thus from Year to Year 
will make them conclude, that they are never to be relieved 
therefrom by Parliament ; this may make them deſpair of 
preſerving their Liberty by any — Method, and may 
make them engage againſt one another in a cruel Civil War, 
for the Preſervation of thoſe Liberties which they judge to be 
in imminent Danger : Theſe may be the Conſequences, but 
woe to thoſe Men who adviſe fuck Meaſures as may produce 
ſuch fatal Effects! I wiſh that neither God nor Man may 
pardon the Authors of ſo much Miſery ! 

We have heard much, Sir, of the Dilincion between 3 
Standing Army, and a Parliamentary Army ; tor my 


an fe ns Dilipences « | -Army is a Standing 
Army 
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Army, let it be authorized by Parliament or not; the 


may meet with the ſame from both, and both 
mult be maintained at the People's Expence. I join with 
the worthy Member, who ſpoke laſt, in Opinion, that the Af- 
fections of the People ought to be meaſured by the AﬀeCti- 
ons of their Repreſentatives in Parliament ; it has always been 
ſo hitherto ; the Subjects, when they ſuſpected that the Crown 
was making any Incroachments upon their Liberties, al- 
ways pleaſed themſelves with the Thoughts that they would 
find a ſure Redreſs from their Repreſentatives aſſembled in 
Parliament ; upon them they always depend for a certain 


* Remedy for all their real or even imaginary Wrongs ; but if 


this Houſe ſhall thus from Year to Year agree to the Con- 
tinuance of a Standing-Army, I am afraid this will no longer 
continue to be a Rule for meaſuring the P Aﬀections 


The People will begin to look Us not as their Repre- 


ſentatives, or as the Guardians of their Liberties, but as the 
infignificant Tools of a Court, and the hireling Supporters 
of on Adminiiention.* 

To this Mr Henry Pelham replied, © That as long as the 
Army was regularly paid, and ſtrict Diſcipline kept up, he 
did not believe that the People could meet with any Injuſtice 
from them; and as long as they were ſubject to be reduced 
or disbanded by the Parliament, whenever it was thought 
convenient, they never could be employed againſt the Liber- 
ties and Privileges of the Subjects; therefore he did not be- 
lieve that the ſmall Number now propoſed could ever raiſe 
any Diſcontent or Jealouſy in the Minds of the People : But 
he joined heartily with the honourable Member, who ſpoke 
laſt, in wiſhing, that neither God nor Man might ever for- 
give thoſe, who were or ſhould be the Occaſion of our bei 
obliged to fight for our Liberties ; yet the Caſe, he ſaid, 
happened ; we had been obliged to fight for our Liberties, and 
every thing that was dear to us; and yet notwithſtanding, 
many of thoſe, who had beenprincipally the Occaſion thereof, 
had been forgiven at leaſt by Man. 

Then Mr Barnard ſaid, That he could not agree to the 
Continuing of the Army upon the Footing propoſed, becauſe 
we had been aſſured by his Majeſty that there was a pro- 


found Tranquility abroad; and if there was any Party at 


home againit the Proteſtant Succeſſion, he was convinced it 


Anno g. Geo. If. 
1731-32. 


Mr H. Pcham. 


was ſo inſignificant that it was not worth taking Notice of: 


That the Setting up, or not Setting King William's 
Statue, could be no er 
Spirit of Jacobitiſm in the Country: That for his part, he wiſh- 
ed that the Propoſal had been a to, and that the Statue 
had been ſet up ; but he was ſure that the late Oppoſition 
that was made do it, and the refuſing to ſer it up in the Place 
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df a profound Peace may rr Anno g. Ceo. It, 
Conſtitution 3 and it 1 * muſt be oppreſſive as weil as 


for up ſuch a Number of Regular F 
the whole Tame of the late War in the Re 
Ge A there were but 6 or 7000 of 
Forces kept in this Kingdom, and theſe were found ſufficientz 
the Pretender was then openly entertained 


„„ 
1 it was not however at that Time pretended, that it 

was neceſſary to keep our Army on Foot till it ſhould be 
ſeen how the Treaty we had made ſhould be reliſhed by Fo- 
reign Powers, or that there was any Danger of the War's 
out afreſh in caſe we ſhould, for the Safety of our 
Conſtitution, and the Eaſe of our People, disband our Re- 
gular Forces. Yet I have ſo great a Reſpe& for her Majeſty's 
Memory, that I cannot believe ſhe had any Views of favour- 
ing the Pretender or his Intereſt, either at Home or Abroad : 
and with this ſmall Number of Regular Forces at Home; we 
found, that not only the general Tranquility of was 
prefirved, hat agen the Queen's Demah 4 
cethon took Place without the leaſt Diſturbance or 
tion. There was, it is true, a Rebellion broke out 
Time after, and thereupon the Army was augmented, but that 


Rebellion was cruſhed even before the Augmentation was 


made ; the 6000 or 7000 T we had in our Pay 
at Home were found ſufficient for ſuppreſſing that Inſurrec- 
tion ; and notwithſtanding this ſmall Number of Forces 


we had on Foot, and this Inſurrection that was at the fame 
N yet we find that none of 


Vo I. II. the 
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Arno 5. Geo, I. the Powers Abroad ever offer d either to diſturb us or any of 


17312. 


their Neighbours. Thus we find that in former Times, and 
that very lately too, the Publick Tranquility has been pre- 


| ſerved, both Abroad and at Home, by a little more than one 


Mr H. Walpole, 


of meeting with a 


ſent demanded ; but what was the Conſequence ? That Army | 


'Third of the Regular Forces now propoſed to be kept on Foot ; 
for what End then can ſuch a Number be propoſed, or for 
what Reaſon ſhould we agree to it? For my part, I can find 
none, but very ſtrong Reaſons for oppoſing it as much as 


lies in my Power. 


I muſt ſay, Sir, that it is not to the Dimination or Re- 
duction of our Regular Forces, that any Attempts againſt 
us ever were, or ever can be owing ; ſuch Attempts, ei- 
ther by Invaſions or Inſurrections, muit always ariſe from our 
Government's purſuing Meaſures by which Diſaffection and 
Diſcontent are ſowed among the People; when the People 
are generally diſaffected, the Malecontents wili gather Con- 
fidence from their Numbers ; and our Neighbours will, upon 
every Occaſion, be ready to invade us, when they are ſure 
powerful Support and Aſſiſtance from the 


was ſo far from ſecuring him againſt the general Diſcontent 
of the People, that they themielves, like honeſt Men a 
they were, joined in the general Defeftion, and contributed 


to the Overthrow of the Man who unjuſtly put his whole 
| Truſt and Confidence in them. I hope, Sir, that the Eng 


liſh Armies will always behave ſo; I hope they will always 
be ſo faithful to their Country as to forſake the Man who 
has a Mind to enſlave it; but this is not to be depended on; 
however, the Example ſhews that any Army breeds Difaf- 


fectior among the People, and that even an Army cannot be 


much depended on by that King, who by putting his whole 
Cualizne bn them, hes inomond the Bikfioker of the he 
. Therefore from the ſincere Affection I have for the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, I muſt be againſt continuing ſuch 2 
great Number of Regular Forces in this Kingdom. 

Mr * Horatio Walpole ſpoke next. 

Sir, | | 

I am ſorry to hear a Parallel drawn by any Member of | 

this Houſe, between the Army kept up by the late King 


* Appanted CH rrer of bis Majeſty's Hor ſheld, May 1. 1730. 
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Anno 5. Geo. 14. Steps as they afterwards did. They would have been more 


cautious if we had kept ourſeives in a Capacity of pouri 
in a numerous Army upon them ; but they ſaw that wk 
t it out of our Power; and theretore they deſpiſed us. 
he Reduction of the Army after the Treaty of Utrecht 
ba! not, by good Luck, all the ill Con ſequences that were 
de gned, but the Reduction was certainly made with no 
Intent. I have a god Opinion enough of the late Queen, 
ſhe nad not, perhaps, any ill Intentions ; but I am convinced 
that her Miniſters had laid a Scheme for overturning the Pro- 
teſtunt Succeſhon ; and they had no other Way of executing 
this Scheme, but by getting free of all thoſe brave Officers 


and Soidiers & ho had ferved their Country fo ſaithfully in the 


late Wars; this was what made the Army be reduced at that 


Time ſo low as it was: The Miniſters knew that thoſe ho- 


againſt the Government. We 
Treaty of Utrecht, upon which this Reduc- 
that Time we have been obliged 
Treaties and Negotiations almoſt with every in 
for amending or explaining the Blunders of that Trea 
if we are now right, whoever aſcribes our being ſo to 
N wacky Lr who after i 
another's Bones, ing them ſet again very right, 
well cured by an n obliged to 
me, Sir, for this great Cure that has been performed upon 
you. 
 * After all, Sir, I would not have the Friends to the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment think themſelves abſolutely ſafe and ſecure ; 
it is not to be ſuppoſed but that his Majeſty has ftill ſome 
private Enemies, even in our own Country ; People may fay 
what they will about the Treatment the Petition for 

King William's Statue lately met with, but I look upon it 
as an Affront deſignedly put upon the Revolution; and I 


am ſure it never could have met with ſo much Contempt 


from any thing, but a Spirit of Jacobitiſm ſtill ſubſiſting in 
the Country, which can never be deſtroyed but by taki 


away from them all Hopes of Succeſs, and this can only be 


done by keepi Arm i defend us a 
keeping 228 ſufficient to us againſt 


their 


My 


arr. n 
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Year but 18,000 Men.” 
Afer hin Mr Shippen food up, and focke as follows : 


Mr Shippea; 


« I ſee this Queſtion in the fame Light with thoſe Gentle- 


men, who are of Opinion that the Determination of it will 
ſhew the People of Great-Britain, 1 


their Civil Conſtitution, with all its Rights and 


282 a Military Government, with all its Inconve- 


with declaring, That it is a Pleaſure to AL bn 
* his Subjects, whenever the Welfare of the Publick will ad- 
mit of it.” 

* Sir, There can be no doubt, but the Welfare of the 


Arne 5. Geo, If enjas. And Imagination cannot form a more 
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Peace, and univerſal] T 


| ſelves. They will not be impoſed upon by 


whether they think a Standing Land- Force will always be 


f 118 


pleaſing Idea. 
a more perfect Plan of National Proſperity, than . 
here deſeribed. Nor could a good and gracious Prince bring 
better Tidings, or communicate more welcome News from 
the Throne, to a Free People. 

Since then his Majeſty has ſo gloriouſſy performed his 
Part, let us not be wanting on ours. . 
Opportunity of convincing thoſe we repreſent, that they aro 
immediately to reap the Fruit of his Royal Labours, and 
that all their Grievances will be gradually redreſſed. Let 
us begin with reducing the Army, and making them 42 
that it is not intended they ſhould any longer bear the Bur- 
then and Inconveniencies of War, in a Day of profound 


1. 
1 
2 


lity. 

If we fail in this great Point, the People, 
reſign their Underitandings, when they delegated 
Power to us, know they have a Right to j p_ 


1 


} 
; 


They will be apt, notwithſtanding all the fine Wo 
hear, kee es this 
Suereſs, theſe promiſed Bleſſings, no more So a mere 


_ a golden Dream, u 


ppineſs. 

I wiſh therefore the honourable Perſon, who moved 
Queſtion, and the other Gentlemen who have been his 
Adjutors in the Support of it, had been a little more | 


i 


2. 5 


TY 


cit. I wiſh inſtead of amuſing the Committee, with a 


tail of the various Reductions of our Forces from the Treaty 
of Ryſwick down to this Day, and ing wrong 

and Conſequences to each of thoſe Reductions ; inſtead of 
aſſuring us, that, to their own private Knowledge, the Of- 
ficers of the Army had frequently, on extr 
fions, aſſiſted the Civil Magittrates in the Execution of their 
Duty ; inſtead of reviving the old expivded Argument of 
Dif..feQion and Jacobitiſm ; I wiſh, inſtead of rambling ſo 
widely from the Point in Debate, they would have dealt 
more candidly with their Audience, and told us plainly, 


f 


F 


ment ; or whether they think the Civil Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom, ſo weakly, and fo imperfectly framed, as to 
want ſomething of the Military Power to ſtrengthen and 
ſuſtain it. If they entertain the firſt of theſe Notions, they 
mutt give me Leave to take Notice, that ſuch an Inſinuation 
is unjuſt, and the Argument odious, ſince it is a very gro 
Reflection on our preſent happy Settlement, which is founded 
on the Principles of try and which you know, Sir, was 


intended to reflify all the Errors, ll 6 a 6s 


But it has never yielded 
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but by burthening 


of 


— 


up, or renounced, 
im, viz. That a Land-Force in England 
conſidered as the Creature of Neceſſity, which ſhould not be 


Alteration, without Prejudice. There is fo cloſe, fo juſt a 
Connexion betwixt all the Parts of it, that if any One ſhould 
be made independent of the reſt, it would dettroy that Sym- 
metry, which is eſſential to the Whole, and which dittin- 
guiſhes it from all other Conſtitutions. The Crown, though 
limited, is armed with Prerogative and Power, ſufficient, as 
well to defend itſelf, as to protect its Subjects. The People 


are poſſeſſed of Rights and Privileges, in as extenſive a De- 


gree, as is conſiſtent with the Nature of Monarchy, and 
thoſe Rights and Privileges are ſecured to them by the ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt ſacred Obligations. Nay, tuis Notion is not 
only injurious, out impracticable; for what I have fre- 


quently advanced here muſt be univerſally allowed, that the 


Civil and Military Power cannot ſubi:ſt long together; and 
it is eaſy to foretel which will ac laſt prevail, which will 


at laſt aſſume the ſole Dominion. We ſee the fatal Effecis 


of ſuch a Conjunction in thoſe Kingdoms, where Armies 
tyranmize, and where Senates ſervilely obey. 

* Now God forbid, that the deligiutul View, the glorious 
Proſpe& which his Majeity has opened to his Subjects, of 
their preſent envied Condition, and of their future unſpeak- 
able Felicities, ſhould terminate in Confuſion and Calamity. 
| | God 


Anno 5. Geo. . God forbid, that any Compliance, any Reſolution 
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get 


| his 
Motion is, that they ſhall be continued for this Year only. 
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beſt conſtituted, 


- For as it 1 


1H+ 
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2 
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f 


the whole Debate on the Circumſtances we are ſaid 
be in at this Day, and in that View I take it ' 
or any one, who 1s a Well-wiſher to | 


28 72 
5 


not becauſe I think that Number now neceſſary for our 
Preſervation, nor becauſe I think any Number ought ever 


to be admitted into our Eſtabliſhment, or conſidered as 3 


* 


honourable Friend, have all alo 
of Forces now propoſed were 
or to continne for ever ; whereas 


808 


keeping them up; and all that 
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The Caſe then before us is, whether it will be more proper, Anne 5. Geo. n. 


and more for the Benefit of the Nation, to keep up the 
Number propoſed for one Year, or by an ill timed Frugality 
to reduce ſome Part of them, and thereby expote the Nation 


to be contemned aud deſpiſed by our Neighbours round us, 


and that at a Time when the Publick Tranquility is but 
juſt ſettled, and before we can know whether ſome of our 
neighbouring Powers are ſatisfied or not. Nations, as well 
as private Men, mult accommodate their Meaſures to the 
Times they live in. The Circumſtances of Europe are now 
much altered from what they were in former Days ; but a 


very few Ages ago there was no ſuch Thing in Europe aa 


what we now call a Standing-Army ; there was nothing bur 


the Militia in any Country, and therefore it was no way ne- 


ceſſary for us to have any Thing elſe. If we quarrell'd with 


any of our Neighbours, we were ſure they had nothing bur 


Militia to bring againſt us, our Militia was, and I hope is 


till as good as theirs, but I do not believe that any Man 


will ſay, that the Militia of any Country can be made fully 


as good as Regular Troops bred up to Diſcipline, and accuſ- 


tomed to Command for many Years ; the Thing is impoſſi- 
ble, and is fo look d on by all the Powers of Europe: There 
is not now a Sovereign State in Europe, but keeps a Body of 
Regular Troops in tncir Pay; there are none of our Neigh- 
bours but what keep a much greater Number than we do ; 
and therefore it is become in a manner abſolutely neceſſary 
for us to keep ſome ; we muſt have ſome Regular Troops ta 
oppoſe to thoſe that may upon a ſudden Emergency be 
brought againſt us, and to obſtruct and oppoſe their Paſſage 
till we have Time to raiſe more : The only ion is, 
how great a Number we ought to keep, and in w 
ner they are to be kept up, and ſo as not to be 
to our Conſtitution ? 


only from 


1 9 f 


and conſequently can 


Thang, 
but for the Preſervation and People againſt 
5 while they are 
kept up in this Manner, they will be a Terror tao 

7 of thoſe Misfor- 
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11862 
anno 5. Geo. u. I grant that an Army of Britiſh Subjects, whatever Way 


kept up or modelled, is not to be truſted to by a King who 


makes any Attempts upon the Liberties of the People ; but 
if ſuch an Army, raiſed and maintained without Conſent of 
Parliament was, we find, not to be truſted to by a Ki 
ERR OR SS IS an ae HAN 
for the Execution of ſuch Defigns upon an Army ſuch as 
we kave at preſent? An Army raiſed, kept up, and main- 
People ; an Army that may be di 


fignalized themſelves in the Cauſe of Liberty. It is not 
therefore to be imagined, that ever ſuch an Army can be of 
any dangerous Conſequence to our Liberties, were they much 
more numerous than they are propoſed to be. 

II It is certain, that every State in Europe now meaſures 
the Strength of their Neighbours by the Number of Regular 
Troops they can bring into the Field; the Number, or even 


the Bravery of any Militia is not now much and 
therefore the Influence and the Credit that every State in 


ine, that they may catch great Advantages of us, or at 


imagine, 8 
leaft of our Allies, before we can be in a Condition to afford 


indiſputable. 
Home, I do not think, 
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haps have us more thn were ately nee fary for the 
pay fence of their own Territories, and h they had, we 
know what a tedious Affair IG YO 
over to our Aſſiſtance; we cannot therefore properly put 
Tod is my tus thatk which we have wile the HHAR. nad 
the Number propoſed is the ſmalleſt we can truſt to, till the 
Affairs of Europe be ſo ſettled, as that we can be in no 
Danger of an Attack. 
II I muſt take Notice, Sir, that all thoſe who are pro- 
felled Enemies to our Conſtitution, and to the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, exclaim loudly againſt a : There is 
not, I believe, a Jacobite in the Land, but what 
ſtrenuouſſy 
galar Forces: 


ee Approbarion, S deres, 
Counſel were admitted to be heard for 
Er In arguing of this Matter, it happened 
that the Counſel for the Papiſts had Occaſion to refer to the 
Articles of Limerick, and therefore wanted them to be read: 
rr 
cheir Solicitor, who was a Papiſt, pulled a little Book out of 

his Pocket, and from thence read the Articles: I f 
„„ 
defixed to look upon it, and found that it contain d thoſe 
Qz | 


; 


1711 32. 


Mr W. Pultency. 


Shall we then take any of our Meaſures from 


(- vg} 
Anno 5. Geo. N. Articles of Limerick, the French King's Declaration againſt 


the States of Holland in the Year 1701, and three Argu- 
ments againſt a Standing Army; from whence I concluded, 
that this Solicitor was a notable Holderforth in Coffee-Houſes 

inſt the pernicious Conſequences (? a Standing Army; 
and I do not doubt, but that if he were a Member of this 
Houſe, he would be one of the keeneſt among us againſt the 
preſent Queſtion: For which Reaſon, Sir, 1 ſhall glory in 
being one of thoſe that are for it. 

To this Mr William Pulteney replied as follows: 

Sir, 

We have heard a great deal about Parliamentary Ar- 
mies, and about an Army continued from Year to Year ; I 
have always been, Sir, and always ſhall be againſt a Standing 
Army of any Kind ; to me it is a terrible Thing, whether 


under that of Parliamentary or any other Deſignation ; a 


Standing Army is ſtill a Army, whatever Name it 


Standing 
be called by; they are a Body of Men diilin& from the 


Body of the People ; they are governed by different Laws ; 


blind Obedience, and an entire Submiſſion to the Orders 


Principle. The 
dy ek cre om 
ir Lbenes ; — 

i kept up. 
ples 
their 


can be 
in any County where» namero Face Amy 
the 
of our Neighbours ? N No, Sir, upon the contrary, from 


7 upon 


which they have ſplit. 


pref I. 
Exam 
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that was raiied by that very Houſe of Commons, an Army 


as there is a Standing 
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ſo quick, and the Puniſhments fo ſevere, that neither Officer 
or Soldier dares offer to diſpute the Orders of his ſupreme 


Commander; he muſt not conſult his own Inclinations : If 


n Officer were commanded to pull his own Father out of 
this Houſe, he muſt do it ; he dares not diſobey ; immediate 
Death would be the ſure Conſequence of the leaſt Grumb- 
ling. And if an Officer were ſent into the Court of Requeſts, 
accompanied by a Body of Muſketeers with ſcrewed Bayonets, 
and with Orders to tell us what we ought to do, and how 
we were to vote, I know what would be the Duty of this 

| cer 


Sir, I doubt much if ſuch a 

Houſe, or in any Houſe of Commons that will ever be in 
England. | . 
lasen. I talk of what has 


to an Engliſh Houſe of Commons, and from an 


Engliſh Army, not only from an Engliſh Army, but an Army 


led 


awe the Parliament, they will be ſubmiſſive as long as the 
Parliament does nothing to diſoblige their Favourite General; 
— — will din the 
's diſmi he Army, the Army will diſmiſs the 
Parliament, as they have done heretofore. Nor does the 
Legality or Illegality of that Parliament, or of that Army, 
alter the Caſe, for with reſpe& to that Army, and according 
to their way of Thinking, the Parliament diſmiſſed by them 
was a legal Parliament ; they were an Army raiſed and main- 
tained according to Law, and at firſt they were raiſed, as they 
imagined, for the Preſervation of thoſe Liberties which they 
afterwards deſtroy'd. | 
It has been urged, Sir, that whoever is for the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion 


3 


Illuſtrious Houſe, nor any Succeſſion can ever be ſafe as long 


Army in the Country. Armies, Sir, 


on; by the Military Law, the Adminiſtration of Juſtice is Aano 5. Geo. N. 


1731-32. 


6126) | 
| Geo. 11. ed by the Army without any Regard to Hereditary Riph 
_— or by any Righe ? A Cobler, a Gardiner, or any Nan Bits 
happened to raiſe himſelf in the Army, and could gain their 
Aſfections, was made Emperor of the World: Was not every 
ſucceeding Emperor raiſed to the Throne, or tumbled head. 
into the Duſt, according to the meer Whim or mad 
Frenzy of the Soldiers? : 

We are told, Ho! Gentlemen, but this Army is defired 
to be continued but for one Year longer, it is not defired to 
be continued for any Term of Years ; how abſurd is this 
Diſtin&ion : Is there any Army in the World continued 
for any Term of Years? Does the moſt abſolute Monarch 
tell his Army, that he is to continue them for any Number 
of Years, or any Number of Months? How long have we 
Army from Year to Year? Andifit 
_ —— _ 
Armies of thoſe Countries which have already ſubmi 
their Necks to the Yoke? We are now come to the Rubicon; 
our Army is now to be reduced, or it never will; from his 
Majeſty's own Mouth we are aſſured of a profound Tran- 
quility Abroad, we know there is one at Home ; if this 1s nat 


241 againſt 171 


Shs oy. 0h Wilkie Pmer nnd. * Than death - 


Afr Palteney moves 

for an, Account of Addreis be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be grac- 
deen made by Va- ouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Officers, to lay 
cancies in the | 4 

army. before the Houſe an Account of what Commiſſions in the Army 


Debate thereon. and Governments of Garriſons had been vacant, and 


what Sdvings had been made Upon this Sir 
Sir W. Strickland, William Strickland ſtood up and ſaid, That no ſuch Account 


| had ever been kept at the War Office ; the Cuſtom there 


was, that when any Officer died, the Commiſſary certified 

— _ Office, in order that the Pay might be 

pt; and they never began to iſſue any Money upon that 
Account till a new Commiſſion was lodged in that Office. 

dir W. Toe. Sir William Yonge added, That whatever Saving 


could poſſibly be upon — GS 60 CUNT 


| mount to what it will, if it ſaved, (I will not fay i 
denz a ) we ought to inquire into the Application 
| 78. I believe there are not a great many Commiſſions kept 
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ſnall Sum, that it was a meer Trifle, and was not worth be- Anno 9. Ceo. U. 
ing taken any Notice of by that Houle.” 


Mr Henry Pelham faid, That all the Time he had been 


in that Office, and he believed it was fo ſtill, no Commiſſions Mr H. Peltam, 


were ever kept vacant for any Time ; That it was always 


his Majeſty, in ſuch Manner as he thoug 
Hereupon Mr William Pulteney ſpoke as follows : 
Sir, | 
I made this Motion in a manner by meer Accident ; but 
Ido not think it is any Argument againſt it to tell us, that the 
Savings amount to but a meer Trifle ; we ſhall be beſt ＋ 


to have an Account of them ; becauſe I obſerve there is a 
Demand every Year brought in, which is called, 4r Account 
of Services incurred and not provided for; I think the moſt 
proper Way of anſwering this Account is, to have 4 Account 
of Services provided for and not performed. I am perſuaded 
that in the Civil-Liſt Revenue there is not an Office vacant 
for a Day, but what the Savings thereby are brought to Ac- 
count, and diſpoſed of in the moſt frugal Manner ; I think the 


( 228 - } 


Azno 8g. Geo. II. to take Care to prevent any ſuch for the Future. In paſt 


1731.32. 


Times the Savings upon this Account may perhaps amount 
to but a Trifle ; however, it is certain, that conſidering the 
great Number of Officers we maintain, a very large Sum may 
be annually faved ; and if we never call for any ſuch Ac. 
count, Commiſſions may in Time of Peace be kept vacant 
for a long Time, on purpoſe thereby to raiſe Money, in order 
to convert it to Uſes that may be prejudicial to the Nation. 


Sc 8. Walpole, Then Sir Robert Walpole flood up and fad: 


The Camas 


vote 17,709 


Sir, 

„During all the Time that the Duke of Marlborough | 
commanded our Armies, there was never any Commiſſion be- 
came vacant but was immediately filled up; There was, in- 
deed, generally about a Week allowed for the filling up of 
any Vacancy, but what was faved that way was generally 
groan tp the Canal of the Regiment, to aniwer ſome of the 

Expences he was ſometimes put to; or it was 
given to the Officer that ſucceeded, to defray the Charges he 
might be at upon account of his new Committon. The fame 
Cultom is till obſerv'd, and any little Savings that happen 

| between the Death of one Officer, and the putting of another 
in his room, have always been diſpos d of by his Majeſty in 
the Manner I have mention'd, or have been apply'd to chari- 
table Uſes, and given in ſmall Sums to thoſe of the Army 
who ſtood in need of any ſuch. I hope this Houſe does not 
intend to take the Diſpoſal of ſuch ſmall Charities into their 
own Hands, contrary to the Cuſtom that has always hitherto 
been obſerved ; I do not think that this Houſe can be fo 
a Judge as a Board of General Officers in the Diſpoſal of 
ſuch Charities ; and while it is left to his Majeſty, he can al- 
ways have the Advice of ſuch a Board when any finall Sun 
is to be diſpoſed of in that Way. As to the Civil Lift, there 
are no Savings by any Vacancies in that Part of the Reve- 


- af gta both there is as much Frugality as 


the Queſtion being put on Mr Pulteney's Motion, 
1 — 2 1 in the Negative. 
This Debate being over, Sir Charles Twas reported the 
| Reſolutions of the Committee on the Supply, as follows, 
viz. I. That the Number of effective Men, to be provided for 
Guards and Garriſons jn Great Britain, and for Guernſey and 
Jerſey, for the Year 1732, be, including 1815 Invalids, and 
5 Men, which the fix Independent Companies contiſt of 


for the = 17325 £2 the Service of the Highlands, 17,709 Men, Commiſſion 
e and Non-Commiſſion Officers included. II. That a Sum 


* "IL 105, 1 d. be granted hes 


No 
or 
VQeref, 


( 129 ) 
jeſty, for defraying the Charge of the ſaid 17,709 Men. ne 5. Go. U. 
oy 2 the above Reſolutions was agreed to by the 22 


| Houſe, without any new Debate, but upon putting the Queſ- The Rewviwivns 


tion as to the ſecond, Mr Walter Plumer fiood up, and ſpoke retuiny in the - 


. L2:d- Forces being 
as follows . | reported, the fictt 
Mr Ker, Rai. lution 1s 


agi ced to, 


© There was laſt Night ſuch a long Debate upon the firſt FIPS 
of theſe Reſolutions, and ſuch a Diſturbance upon the ſecond, 15 — 
that I could not then have an Opportunity to ſpeak to it. Mc Walt. Plumer. 
I hope therefore, Sir, that the Houſe will now indulge me 
with a little Time to give my Sentiments even as to this 
ſecond Reſolution. Sir, it is highly neceſſary for the Good 
and Welfare of this Nation, that every Farthing of the 
Charge which the People are put to ſhould be publickly 
known, and fully conſidered by this Houſe ; the Nation ought 
not to be cheated, and made to believe, that the maintaining 
of this 1 8,000 Men colt them only 65 3,000 1. wien in reality 
it colts them a great deal more. Beſides the Money that is 
raiſed among the People, and paid into the Hands of the 
Government, for maintaining this Army, there is not an Inn- 
keeper, an Ale-Houſe, or a Brandy-Shop in the Nation, but 
what pays a very t additional Tax, by Way of Quarters 
* But there is ſtill, Sir, a much greater Evil ariſes from this 
hidden way of raiſing Money upon the People. It is, Sir, an 


arbitrary and an unequal Way of raifing Money, and conſe- 


quently affords to thoſe, who have the Management of the 
Army, an Opportunity of oppre ſſing ſome People, or ſome 
Parts of the Nation. If any Country, if any Borough in this 
Kingdom diſobliges thoſe in Power, by ſending Repreſenta- 
tives to this Houſe, who do not vote as the Miniſters would 
have them, it is in the Power of the Government, even with- 
out any Pretence for ſo doing, to ſend a great Number of the 
Regular Forces to be quartered upon that County or that 


Borough ; by which Means a much greater Sum is raiſed 
upon the People of that County or Borough, than is proporti- 


onally raiſed in any other Part of the Nation ; nay, even if 
any private Inn-keeper, or Ale-Houſe Man in any County or 
Borough ſhall give a wrong Vote at the Election of Members of 
Parliament, it is in the Power of the Government, by means 
of the Juſtices and the Conſtables who are named by them, 


to oppreſs that Man, by quartering more Soldiers upon him, 


than are in Proportion quartered upon any one of his Neigh- 

bours. Theſe are Grievances which the Nation juſtly com- 

plain of, and we ought to conſider how they are to be redreſſed. | 
To this Sir William Strickland reply'd,' Sir W. Strickland, 


Sir, 


* The honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke laft, ſeems, vr 
Ver, II, R what 
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Mr E. Waller. 


Mr HH. Pelham. 


could not give them Relief, as they ſeemed to be fatisfied 
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Anno 5. Geo, Uu. what he has ſaid, to bring a Charge againſt me, or at leaſt 


againſt thoſe, who have been in the Office which I have the 
Honour to be in at preſent. For my own part, Sir, I can 
ſafely declare, that ever fince I came into that Office, there 
has been no Favour ſhewn to any one Part of the Country, 
nor to any one Man in the Nation ; we have never ſo much 


as thought of having a Regard to any thing, but to that of 


cantoning and quartering the Troops into ſuch Places, as were 
molt eaſy for the Country and molt convenient for them ; 
unleſs when the Safety and Security of the Nation 1n general 
required the marching of a Number of them into any par- 
ticular Country. Thus, Sir, has been the Method ever ſince 
I came into the Office : It ſhall be the Method as long as [ 


continue in it ; and I firmly believe, that the ſame Method 


was always obſerved by my Predeceſſors in Office. 
Hereupon Mr Edmund Waller faid, £2 
Sir, ; 
© I do not know what Method has been obſerv'd in can- 
toning and quartering the Troops, but I know that the 
Country complains heavily of the Oppreſſions they lie under 


upon that Account; it is but a little Time ago fince ſome of 


my own Tenants came and told me, that they ſhould be 
ruined by the Dragoons that were quarter d upon them; 
they had not, they ſaid, a Lock of Hay but what they 
were obliged to give to the Soldiers ; ſo that all their own 
Cattle were in danger of being ſtarved. For, Sir, in all 
Countries where the Soldiers come, they and their Horſes 


muſt be firit ſerv'd, and with the beſc of every Thing too; 


and what is ſtill worſe, the poor People are often obliged to 
ſerve them at their own Prices.” | 

* Henry Pelham anſwer d Mr Waller, 

"as | 

* As I had the Honour to ſerve for ſome Time in that Of- 
fice, and particularly at the Time mention'd by the honour- 
able Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, I think it neceſſary to ſay 

the preſent Occaſion. I remember very 


well, that Gentleman did make ſome Complaints to me ; 


but I remember likewiſe, and he muſt alſo remember it, that 
I told him that the Review, which was at that Time, was the 
Occaſion of bringing ſo many of the Forces into that Coun- 
try ; and as ſoon as that was over they were ſent elſewhere, 
and that Gentleman's Tenants, in particular, were relieved 
from any Hardſhip they might think they lay under upon 


that Account. During the whole time that I was in that 


Office, there was never any ſuch Complaint made to me, but 
that I immediately order d Relief to the Perſons who thought 
themſelves aggrieved, or gave them ſuch Reaſons why I 


with. 
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| fire of thoſe with whom I never did vote in this Houſe, nor 


Expence of maintaini 


hef to that Part of our poor 
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with. In ſuch Caſes I never had any Reſpect of Perſons ; Anno 5. Geo. u. 
ſo far otherwiſe, that I have often given Relief at the De- 


I believe ever ſhall ; and have order'd thoſe very Troops to 
be ſent and quarter'd upon thoſe, with whom I have always 
agrced in Opinion 

Then Mr Plumer ſpoke again as follows: Mr Plumer. 

Sir, 

I am ſorry that what I propoſed only for the Relief of 
the Publick, ſhould be turned into a perſonal Diſpute, or 
that Gentlemen ſhould begin to vindicate themſelves before 
they are accuſed. I did not fay, that the honourable Gen- 
tleman now in the Office, or that any Gentleman that has 
been in that Office, uſed any unjuſtifiable Methods in that 
See 


upon an Inn-keeper in Town or 
Inn-kecper he co 


as 
that if we were to raiſe all the Money by 
Authority, that is neceſſary for maintaining the gr 
we have, I am afraid we muſt raiſe near 


not ſo. I an indeed 122 Perſon for 


keepers and Victuallers; for fince I find that an 
ode by Part of our Conſtitution, I think it very 
re? that the Expence of 
laid as equally as poſſible upon the whole 
tion. But, Sir, I 2 cis tas the 
we raiſe for maintaining 18,000 Men, would maintain 60,000 
Men of Regular Forces in France, 7 | 


Dn So 
proceeds : It is from the 
us in our Army ; we have ſo many 


Io peeve dis i» ouch - that y a great 


ufo 


BY | 8 3 


Anno g. Gev. u. of our Army are Commiſſion or Non-Commiſſion Officers, 


1-31-32. 


Sir R. Walpole. 


Ccneral Wade. 


which makes our Army lo expenſive to us, and at the fame 
Time makes it more dangerous to our Conſtitution. I have 
been aſſured that 100,000 I. Engliſh Money per Annum will 
maintain 10,000 Men of the Armies of France or G 
or any other Troops but our own: And I have been told 
I do not ſ:y that ] remember, or that I can depend upon 
my Author, that the 12,000 Heflians, which we have ſo long 
maintain'd, were maintain'd for leſs than that Sum yearly.” 

To this Sir Robert Walpole replied: 

Sir, . 

I wiſh the Gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, would give us 

his Author for the Fact mentioned; let him be who he 


» 
* 


Will, I know the Story to be falſe: But it is the common 


Way of ſcandalizing th? Government, to invent and ſpread 
falſe Reports thro' the Country. The Stipulation for the 
12, 00 Heſhans was made, Sir, upon the ſame Footing that 
all ſuch Stipulations were made during the laſt War; there 
was not a Penny leſs ſtipulated to be paid for them, than 
what was agreed to by the Houſe, and the whole Money 


was yearly advanced them, according to the Accounts that 


have been laid before the Houſe. 
Then General Wade ſpoke as follows: 
Sir, . 

Thoſe who are acquainted with the Method of main -· 
taining a German Army, will not envy them the Happineſs 
of maintaining their Troops at ſo cheap a Rate as they do. 
It is well known, that what they come ſhort of ours in Pay, 
they do more than make up by plundering, oppreſſing, and 
raiſing Contributions upon the Countries where they are 
quarcered. When I was in Italy, Sir, I had the Honour to 


be invited to dine with one of the German Generals, wha 


commanded in that Country: When I came to the Palace 
where he had his Quarters, I found the Hall and the Ave- 
nucs leading thereto full of Country People, ſome with Wine, 


ſome with Beer, ſome with Bread, ſome with Fowls, ſome 


with Pigs, and God knows how many other Things ; I could 
not imagine what all this meant ; but when we came to fit 
down at Table, I found ſuch Variety of Diſhes, ſuch Variety 


of Wines, ſo magnificent Attendance, and fo ſumptuous an 


Entertainment every manner of way, which at the ſame 
Time | was told to be the General's ordinary Way of living, 
that I was very much ſurpriz d; and after Dinner, over a 
Glaſs of Wine, I took the Liberty to aſk the General, For 
God's Sake, Sir, how are you able to live after this Rate? 
for it would break any of our Engliſh Generals to live in ſo 
Splendid a Manner; aur Pay could not ſupport it. Pay, Sir, 
lays he, Why, I have none upon this Account from the Go- 
WW RR | verument ; 
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; all this comes from the Country where I am quar- Azns 5. Geo. I. 
red, which they are obliged to furniſh me with for nothing 3; (ou 
7 Sir, ſeven Miles of the Country round allotted to me 
for ſupporting my Table. Then, Sir, I gueſs d at the Mean- 
ung of all thoſe Country People's being in and about the 
Hall ; I found they were all come with their Peace-Offer- 
ings to the General: At this Rate, Sir, a German Officer 
does not ſtand in need of much Pay from the Government ; 
but I hope the Kingdom of England will never be ſerved at 
ſuch a Rate. 3 
Sir William Wyndham ſpoke next, | Sir W. Wyndham. 
Sir | 


„I do not know what may be the Methods by which the 


Germans or French maintain their Armies; but let their 
Manner be what it will, I am ſure that the Expence we are 
now at for maintaining our Army is much greater than ne- 
ceitary ; nay, Sir, much greater than was uſual, even among 
ourſelves for maintaining an equal Number of Men. I know 
that during the laſt War 18,000 of our Troops were main- 


ey now; it is true, it 
may be ſaid, that this Body of Men did not coſt ſo much, be- 
Guſe there were no Guards among them; but I know, Sir 


maintained at home for between 3 and 400,0001. per An- 
um; out of which Sum were paid, the General's Money, 
Waggon-Money, Contingencies, and all other Items what- 
ever, any way appertaining to the Army. Conſidering the 
State this Nation is in at preſent, and the heavy Debts it is 
loaded with, I think no proper Method for ſaving the Pub- 


lick Money ought to be neglected ; if we muſt maintain an 

Army, let us maintain it at as cheap a Rate as poſſible. 

Even 100,000 I. per Aunum would make no ſmall Figure, if 

added yearly to the Sinking Fund : I hope, therefore, this 

Affair will be thought on, and taken into Conſideration when 

we 2 next Year.' BOY | 

was agreed to. —— 
Jan. 28. Mr Winnington preſented to the Houſe a Bill, A Bill brought in 

For the better ſecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Ma- 44 — 

Jefty's Sugar-Colonies in America, which was receiv'd and — = 
read the firſt Time, and order'd to be read a ſecond Time. 

| Hereupon Mr Perry, Member for London, ſaid, That this Which, upon Mr 

Bill was of ſuch a Nature, that all our Colonies in America — _ — 

are ſome way or another concerned therein; That it was of 4 

the utmoſt Conſequence to the Trade and Navigation of this 

Kingdom, and therefore ought to be matureſy conſidered, 

not only within Doors, but likewiſe by all thoſe without 
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Anno 5. Geo. IM. Doors who underſtand any thing of Trade, and have a 


131-12. 


Debate thereon. 


Mr Winnington 
move-, that the 
Repreſuintations, 
ent ever from the 
_ Colonic: to the 

Nad of Trade, 
may be laid before 
the Hcutc, 


Col. Bladca, 


Mr Santys, 


Regard for the Proſperity and Welfare of their native Coun- 
try; and that all ſuch might have an Opportunity of g ving 
their Sentiments upon this Occaſion, he moved, That the Bill 
might be 2 This Motion being ſeconded and agrecu io by 
the Houſe, the Bill was accordingly ordered to be printed. 


As this Bill is of very great Conſequence to the Trade 
of this Nation in general, and to the Well-being of our Set- 
tlements, either upon the Continent cr in the Iſlands of Ame- 
rica, we ought to conſider the particular Trade ind Produce 
of every one of our Settlements ; and therefore, that we 
may have as much Inſigut into this Matter as poſiible, | 
move, That the Repretentations ſent over from our ſeveral 
Colonies, and laid before the honzurable the Comm iſſioners 
of Trade and Plantations, may be laid before this Houſe, 
before we go upon the ſecond Reading of the Bill. 

Mr Winnington was ſupported by Col. Bladen, who ſpoke 
as follows : „„ 
Sir, hd 

© There have been ſcveral Repreſentations fent over to his 
Majeſty from our Settlements in the Weſt-Indies, which Re- 
preſentations have been referred to the Board of Trade to be 
conſidered by them, and for them io report their Opinion 
upon the Matter therein contained to his Maj-ity : Some of 


them we have already conſidered, and have given our Opi- | 


nion -upon them ; but there are others that we have rot as 
yet had Time fo throughly to conſider as to be able to give 
any Opinion upon them ; however, Sir, in theſe laſt we ſhall 
make all imaginable Diſpatch, and ſhail be ready to lay 
them before the Houſe as ſoon as poſlible.” | 
Then Mr Perry ſpoke again, 
= * 


* As this is an Affair of ſo great Conſequence, we ought 


not to be in any Hurry about paſſing the Bill; we muſt 
wait till we have all thoſe M.iterials, which are neceſſary for 


giving us a full In formation in the Affair before us. There 
is particularly in the Bill, as now brought in, a Clauſe about 
Lumber, which in my Opinion will do more Harm to the 
Trade of moſt of our Colonies, and conſequently to the Trade 


of this Nation, than all the other Clauſes can do Good; 


but I ſhall have another Opportunity, J hope, of giving my 


Sentiments fully upon this Head, and therefore 1 ſhall not 


trouble the Houſe with them at this Time.“ 
After him Mr Sandys ſaid, 
Sir, 


* This Bill was laſt Scſſion of Parliament a long Time 
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before this Houſe ; there is no Clauſe in the Bill now brought Ane g. ceo. U. 


in, but what was in the former, and every one of them was 
then fully confidered and particularly examined into. The 
Committee, that was appointed laſt Seſſion of Parliament for 
drawing up the Bill, were no leſs than three Months about 
it; in which Time they certainly had under their Conſi- 
der ation every thing, that could poſſibly be thought of for 
giving them any Light into the Affair. I believe there is 
no Gentleman in this Houſe, but what is perſuaded that 
ſome Meaſures ought to be taken, and ſpeedily taken too, 
for giving an Encuur-gement to our Sugar-Colonies, ſo as 
to enable them to carry on a Trade, at leaſt, upon an equal 
Footing with their Rivals in the Sugar-Trade. The only 
Reaion of the Bill's not paſſing, which was brought in laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, was that thy had not had Time in the other 
Houle to conſider the Aff. ir ſo fully as they thought was 


neceſſary ; I have been informed, that ſome of the Members 


of the other Houſe even complained, that it was hurd that 
we did not allow them three Weeks to conſider of an Affair, 
that we had been above three Months in examining into. 
As the Bill now before us contains nothing but what was in 
the former Bill, which was fo fully conſider d as to paſs 
through this Houſe, I am therefore of Opinion, that there is 
no Occaſion to make any Delay in the paſſing of this Bill, 
or to wait for any farther Information in the Affair; for I 
am perſuaded we can receive none, but what has been already 
| hid before this Houſe, and fully confider'd in the Paſſing of 
| the former Bill” 

Mr Oglethorpe ſpoke next. 

Sir 


In all Caſes that come before this Houſe, where there 
ſeems to be a Claſhing of Intereſts between one Part of the 
Country and another, or between one Set of People and a- 
nother, we ought to have no Regard to the particular Intereſt 
of any Country or Set of People ; the Good of the whole is 
what we ought only to have under our Conſideration : Our 
Colonies are all a Part of our own Dominions ; the People in 
every one of them are our own People, and we ought to 
thew an equal Reſpect to all. 

J remember, Sir, That there was once a Petition pre- 
ſented to this Huuſe by one County, complaining, that they 


were very much injur'd in their Trade, as to the Sale of 


Beans, by another; and therefore they modeſtly pray'd, that 

tle other County ſhould be prohibited to ſell any Beans. 

\ © Such things may happen, I hope it is not ſo at preſent, 

but in the Cale, before us, if it ſhould appear, that all our 

Plantations, upon the Continent of America, are againſt that 

which is deſir d by the Sugar-Colonies, we are to preſume, 
at 
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Mr Oglethorpe. 
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at leaſt, that the granting thereof will be a Prejudice to the 


Trade or particular Intereſts of our Continent-Settlements ; 
and ſurely, Sir, the Dunger of hurting ſo conſiderable a Part 
of our Dominions, a Part ſo extenſive as to reach from the 


34th to the 46th Degree of Northern Latitude, will at leaf 


make us incline to be extremely cautious in what we are go- 
ing about. | | 

© I ſhall be as ready as any Man, to give all poſſible Re. 
lief and Encouragement to our Sugar Colonies ; but if the 
Relief or Encouragement asked for appear to bean Injury to 
the whole, or if it appears that it will do more Harm to the 
other Parts of our Dominions than it can do Good to them, 
we mult refaſe it ; we muſt think of ſome other Methods for 
putting them upon an equal Footing with thoſe, who are their 


Rivals in any particular Branch of Trade. 


We may form ſome Judgment, Sir, from the Appearances 


that were before us laſt Seſſion of Parliament: but we 


form a much more diſtint Judgment of Things from what 
may be brought before us now. Some of thoſe, concerned 


here for our Settlements upon the Continent, ſeem'd laſt Year 


to be indifferent; they ſeemed in ſome Manner to give the 
Affair up, I believe without any good Authority from their 
Conſtituents; but now the Colonies themſelves have had an 
Opportunity to conſider the Affair then before us, and to 


| fend over their Thoughts upon the Subject in a proper and 


authentick Manner; their true and real Sentiments will beſt 
appear from the Repreſentations they have ſent over; and 
till theſe are laid before us, we cannot give our Opinions, 


either as to their Inclinationꝰ, or as to the Weight of the Ob- 
jections that they may make. 


I muſt ſay, Sir, to the Honour of the Gentlemen con- 


cerned in the Board of Trade, that they are as exact and as 


diligent in all the Matters whicn fall under their Province as 
any Board in England; they tive much more Buſineſs than 
moſt others, and their Buſineſs will be daily increaſing, in Pro- 
portion as our Colonies increnſe in Riches and in Power. It 
is already one of the moſt uieful Boards we have, and as long 


as the ſame good Conduct is purſued, it will always be of 


Mr Winninęton's 
Motion agreed to, 


great Benefit and Advantage to the Trade of the Britiſh 


Dommions.“ 


After this Debate, it was reſolv'd, That an humble Ad- 
dreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the Commiſſioners 
for Trade and Plantations, to lay before the Houſe, Copies 


of all Repreſentations and Papers, which had been laid before 
them, fince the lait Seſſion of Parliament, relating to the 


Diſpute between his Majelty's Sugar - Colonies and Northern 


Colonies in America, e The 
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Then Mr Wyndham, Member for Dunwich, moved, 
That a Committee be appointed to inſpect and ſettle the 
Fees to be taken by all the Officers and Servants of their 
Houſe, and to examine wv hat Salaries or Allowances 
had trom the Government, and to report the ſame, with 
their Opinion thereupon, to the Houle. 

Hereupon Sir William Yonge ſpoke as follows: 

Sir, | | 

* Conſidering how much Buſineſs of great Conſequence 
now lies, or may prob bly come before this Houſe during 
the Courſe of t.uis Seſſion of Parliament, I do not think that 


ve ougnt to take up the Time of the Houſe with any 


Matters of ſuch a triflingz Nature. I* any Complaint had 
been made to us of any Exactions or .xorbitant Fees taken 


by any cf our Officers or Servants, it would have been our 


Duty to have inquired into it, and to have given all pro- 
per Recireſs ; but as there has been no ſuch Complaint made, 


at leait I have heird of none, I can fee no Reaſon why we 


ht to enter at preſent into ſuch an Inquiry. 
"I o this Mr Wyndham reply'd: 

Sir, 
I made this Motion, not expecting indeed that it would 
have been oppoſed by any Gentieman in the Houſe, and 
therefore I did not think it was neceſſary for me to give any 
Reaſons for making the Motion ; but now that I am called 
upon, I muſt fay, I believe, Sir, it is well known, that there 
are very great Complaints without Doors of the extra 


vagant 
Charges and Expences, that People are obliged to be at in 


private Bills, or in carrying any other Buſineſs through 


either Houſe of Parliament; I do not krow where the Fault 


lies, perhaps it may be in the other Houſe, but let them 


Anno eo. II. 
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Mr Wyndham 
moves for appoint- 


in a Committee 
to inſpect and ſet- 
tie the Fees ot 


Sir W. Yonge, 


Mr Wyndham, 


look to themſelves, we ought at leuſt to take Care that there 


be no Ground for any ſuch Complaint in our Houſe. We 
are not to wait till a regular Complaint be made ; few will 
venture to complain in Form, becauſe no Man knows how 
ſoon he may be obliged ro cone back again; and when any 
Exactions are made, they are ſingly coniider d fo incon- 


ſiderable, that no Man thinks it worth his while to complain; 


rally grow worſe and worſe when not look'd after and in- 
quired into : If there be any Evil, what I have propoſed will 


but many Trifles amount to a Sum, and ſuch Things genc- 


be an eff ctual Remedy; I ſhall be ſorry if my Motion is 


not agreed to; but J will at leaſt have the Pleaſure of hav- 
ing made it, and thereby done what was in my Power for 


preventing any Evil that may enſue.” 


Upon this Mr Speaker ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows, 
Gentlemen, | | 

Since my Time, I know of no Exactions nor any exor- 
Vor. II. 8 bitant 


Mr Speaker. 


© : 3 1 


Anno g. Geo. U. bitant Fees that have been taken; I have been as careful as 
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Mr Sa:r.ys, 


, poſſible in this Point, and have always made as cloſe In- 


quiries as I could. I remember fome Time ago, I found 
that a Guinea was uſually given to my Secretary, upon the 
giving out the Warrant for Writs, whereas the old Fee was 


| but ten Shillings ; I thereupon ordered expreſly, that he 


thould not receive any more upon ſuch Occaſion than the 
old Fee of ten Shillings ; and to prevent all Pretence of giv- 
ing or taking what is commonly called Expedition-Money, 
ordered, that even this Fee ſhould not be charged or paid 
till after the Election was made, and the Oaths taken upon 
the Return of the Writs. I likewiſe have obſerved, that 
the Clerk of Committees uſually got a Guinea, in place of the 
old Fee of 13s. and 4d. This | alſo have endeavoured to 
rectify, though it muſt be granted that in moſt Caſes, even a 
Guinea is a Reward ſmall enough for his Trouble and At- 
tendance upon ſuch Occafions. But I believe that this Mo- 
tion was made, not ſo much on account of any Abuſes that 
have been lately committed, as to prevent any ſuch in Time 


to come, which ought to be every Gentleman's Care, and 


ſhall be mine, in particular, as long as I have the Honour to 
be in the Place where I am. | | 8 
Mr Sandys ſpoke next: 
Sir, | 

I am perſuaded, that it has always been your particular 
Care, that no Impoſitions ſhould be made upon any of the 
Subjects, who have happened to have any Buſineſs before this 
Houſe ; and I believe no Gentleman thinks that we have any 
Occaſion for ſuch a Committee, as hath been propoſed, on ac- 
count of any late Exactions or exorbitant Fees ; but now that 
an Inquiry into the Fees taken by our own Servants has been 
propoſed, I am afraid it may be ſome Imputation upon ns, 
not to agree to the Motion. Conſidering how many Years 
ago it is, ſince the Fees to be taken by the Servants of this 
Houſe have been ſettled, I do not doubt but that ſome of 
them may now be found to be too ſmall ; and if this Affair 
be referred to a Committee, I think they ought to increaſe 
thoſe which they judge to be too ſmall, as well as to diminiſh 
thoſe which they may think extravagant. 

After him Mr Walter Plumer ſaid, 

Sir, 

* I look upon this Motion to be a very proper one at pre- 
ſent, and J hope the Houſe will agree to it; becauſe I think, 
Sir, we ought to ſearch whether or no there be a Beam in 
our own Eye in order to pull it out, before we begin to pull 
out the Mote that is in another's. I preſume the honour- 
able Gentleman, who made this Motion, made it only as 2 
Prelude to ſomething of more Couſequence ; I hope, after 

we 
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we have examined into, and ſettled the Fees to be taken by 
our own Clerks and Servants, we ſhall next proceed to ex- 
amine into, and ſettle the Fees to be taken by the Officers, 
Clerks and Servants of all our Courts of Law. As to the 
Fees of this Houſe, I do not know what may be the Caſe, 
but I am ſure that the other is a very great Grievance, and 
loudly complained of by the whole Nation. We have had 
printed Litts of all thofe Fees laid before us: As yet we have 
gone no farther but only to receive them; but thoſe who 
brought them in have gone a little farther ; they think they 
may now, by Authority of Parliament, exact all the Fees, at 
leaſt, that are mentioned in thoſe Liſts, and from thence they 
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have taken Occaſion, even to encreaſe ſeveral of their Fees 
much beyond what they had formerly any Authority for ; 


ſo that unleſs we proceed farther, and make ſome proper Re- 
gulations as to all thoſe Liſts of Fees that have been laid be- 
| fore us, we have by calling for them, done rather an Injury 


than a Service to our Country. I ſhall therefore be for agree- 


ing to the Motion now made, on purpoſe that we may, with 
Decency, proceed to the inquiring into and ſettling the Fees, 
that are to be taken in all the Courts of Law, and other Of- 
| fices in the Nation. e 
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* According to the Order of this Houſe, a Liſt of the Fees, 


uſually taken by every Clerk and Servant belonging thereto, 


has been brought in, and has been, I believe, peruſed by 


| moſt Members of the Houſe. I do not hear that any Ob- 


jection is made to any of them, or that it is pretended that 
more has been at any Time taken; I therefore do not ſee 


Mr Winnington. 


what Uſe there is for a Committee in this Affair; I believe 


if we order them to be printed, and Copies to be fix'd up in 
the publick Offices belonging to the Houle, it will be ſuffici- 
ent for preventing any exorbitant Demands in Time to come, 
aud will be as effectual as any thing that can be done by a 
Committee. I ſuppoſe the Gentlemen have ſome farther 
Deſign in this Matter ; but if they have, I think they may 
proceed upon it, without giving the Houſe any needleſs 
Trouble as to the Committee now moved for. 

To _ Mr Pulteney anſwer d, 

I was not at all in the Secret as to this Motion; I did 


Mr W. Pulteney. 
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A Petition of Sir 
Tho. Lomoe re- 
Jat.ng to his Silk- 
Engine. 


Mr Perry's Mo- 
tion tor refering 
nt: ume to 4 
Comm uie?. 


Deb. te thereon. 


Mr Oz!cttorp. 
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„let them be printed in the Free Briton too: But I 
cannot think, Sir, that we ought to reſt ſatisfied with the Liſt 
delivered, without inquiring any farther about the Matter ; 
becauſe a Liſt of Fees has been delivered in, we are not ſure- 
ly from thence to conclude, that no greater Fee has ever been 
taken than what is mentioned in that Liſt: Exactions are al- 
ways made in a private clandeſtine Manuer ; ſuch Secrets 
may be diſcovered by a Committee, but we are not to ex- 


pet that ever the Authors of ſuch will, in a publick Man- 
ner, come voluntarily and give the Houſe an Information of 


the Crimes they have been ge ilty of. It is well known how 
terrible Parliamentary Inquiries are to thoſe who have been 
guilty of ny Iniquity ; and though by the Inquiry now moved 

or, no Iniquity ſhall be diſcovered, yet the 't error of it 


will remain, and will be a Bar to Extortion for a long Time 


to come. 

Then the Queſtion being put, it was carried in the Affir- 
mative, and a Committee was appointed accordingly. 

The ſame Day a Petition was preſemed by Sir Thomas 
Lombe, alledging, That he had, at his own Expence, and 
with the utmoit Bin uley and Hazard, diſcovered and intro- 


| duced into this Kingdom the Art of making fine Italian Or- 


ganzine or Thrown-Silk out of fine Raw-Silk, by large En- 
gines of a moſt curious and intricate Structure, which Com- 


modity was abſolutely neceſſary to carry on our Silk-Weay. 


ing Trade, and was formerly bought with our Money, ready 
work d in Italy: That his late Majeſty had granted him a 
Patent for the ſole m. king and uſing the faid Engines for the 
Term of 14 Years ; but that ſeveral Years of the ſaid Term 
was expired before he could finiſh the ſaid Engine, and by 
reaſon of other Difficulties, the whole Term was almoſt ex- 


pired before he cculd bring the Manufacture to Perfection; 


and therefore pr:ying that the Houſe would take his Caſe 
into Conſideration, anc grant him a farther Term of Years 
for the fole making and uſing the ſaid Engines, or ſuch other 
Recompence or Rel.ef, as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet.” 
Upon this Mr Perry ſtood up and faid, © That he knew 


that the Petitioner had been at a very great Trouble and Ex- 


pence about the ſetting up of that Engine ; and that a great 
Part of the Term granted by the Patent had paſſed, before 


any Advan'age could be made of thai moſt uſeſul Invention, 


and therefore he moved, I hat the Petition ſhould be referred 


to the Contzderation of a Committee.” Mr Oglethorp added, 


* That fince the Petitioner had, at his own Expence and 
Hazard, introduced a moſt uſeful and neceſſary Manufacture 


* News-P-ter then printed in Defence of the Miniſtry. 
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| Into this Kingdom, he certainly ought to meet with all pro- 


per t: That one Engine was now ſet up and 
fniſhed in the Town of Derby, by which that whole County 
was improved, and many of their Poor employed, who pro- 


' bably would have otherways been a Burden upon their re- 


ſpective Pariſhes : Therefore he ſeconded the Motion for re- 
ferring the Petition to a Committee. Hereupon Sir Thomas 
Aſton faid, That Patents had always been look'd upon 
2s prejudicial to the Trade and Manufactures of this 
Kingdom, more eſpecially when continued for any long Term 
of Years; for which Reaſon their Anceſtors had been fo 
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Sir Tho. Aſton, 


wiſe, as to make a Law againſt the granting of any Patent 


for a longer Term than 14 Years; and it would be a dan- 
| Precedent for them to prolong the Term, or to grant 


a new Term to any Patentee: That the Petitioner had en- 


joyed the Benefit of his Patent ſeveral Years, had carried on 
a vaſt Trade under the ſame, and had thereby acquired a 
great deal of Riches, which he thought was a ſufficient 
Recompence for the Charge or Hazard he had been at : 


That the prolonging of the Term would not only be to pre- 


vent the Nation's making any Benefit of that Invention, but 


alſo to give the Petitioner a farther Opportunity of diſturb- 
ing all other Inventions, Works or Engines, any way reſem- 


bling his, which would be a great Diſcoura nt to all new 


Conſequence to the Trade of this Nation ; therefore 
he could not but be againſt even referring the Petition to the 
Conſideration of a Committee.” Sir John Ruſhout faid, 
That as no Man was intitled to a Patent, but he who intro- 
duced ſome new Invention or Manufacture into the Ki 
he did not know, whether the Petitioner had at firſt any Title 


Improvements or Manufactures, and conſequently of dan- 


Sir John Ruſhout. 


to a Patent; for that to his Knowledge there had been, in the 
Pariſh where he lived, fame ſuch Manufacture for upwards 


of thirty Years. However, fu that the Petitioner 
had at firſt a good Title to a Patent, yet he could not think 
that there was any Reaſon for renewing the Term ; but as 
all theſe things would properly come under the Cognizance 
of the Committee, therefore he would not be againit refer- 
ring the Petition to the Confideration of a Committee.” 

Hereupon Mr Perry ſtood up again, and ſpoke as follows: 

Sir, | 

* The Petitioner, Sir Thomas Lombe, happening to have 
2 Brother whoſe Head is extremely well turned for the Me- 
chanicks, and both of them being well informed of the great 
Charge, that this Nation was yearly put to in the Purchaſe of 
that Sort of Italian 'Thrown Silk call'd Organzine, and that 
the ſame was all made within the Dominions of Savoy, by 
the Means of a large and curious Engine which had been ſet 


oP 


Mr Ferry. 


5 


Arno 6. Geo. U. up and kept at wor, for many Years in that Country, but 


had been kept ſo {:cret, that no other Nation could ever yet 
come at the Juvention ; they reſolved to make an Attempt 
for the bringing of this Invention into their own Country. 
They knew that there would be great Difliculty and Danger 
in this Undert.king, becauſe the King of Sardinia had made 
it Death for any Man to diſcover tluis Invention, or 

to carry it out of his Dominions; however, the Petitioner's 
Brother reſolvs!l to venture his Perſon for the Benefit and 
Advantage of his Native Country, and Sir Thomas was re- 
ſolved to venture his Money, and to furniſh his Brother with 
whatever Sums thould be HeHeſiatry for executing fo bold and 
ſo generous a Deſign. II Brother went accordingly over to 
Italy, and {ter a long Stay, and a great Expence in that 
Comtrv, he found Means to ſee this Engine fo often, and to 


pey into the Nature of it fo narrowly, that he made himſelf 


later of the whole Invention, and of all the different 
Parts and Motions belonging thereto. After his Return to 
Englaad, Sir Thom:s, who knew the Excellency of his Bro- 
ther's Genius, and could depend upon his Word, was con- 
vinced that he was fully Matter of the Thing, and therefore 
he chearfully agreed to ſupply whatever Expence ſhould be 


neceſlary for ictting it up in England; but that he might 


have the ſame Advantage, that other Perſons have and are 
intitled unto upon ſuch Occaſions, he applied and got a 
Grant of a Patent from his late Majeity in the Year 1718. 
"Chis Engine is fo large, and there are ſo many Wheels, Mo- 
tions, Spindles, and other things belonging to it, that it 


was three Years after he had obtained his Patent, before he 


could poſſibly finiſh the Engine. After the finiſhing thereof, 
he could make no Benefit chereby, till he had procured and 
inſtructed a ſafficient Number of Perſons how to work the 
ſame; and beiore he could do this, his Sardinian Majeſty 
had got an Account that the Engine was ſet up in England, 
and he was io ſenſible of the Diſadvantage it would be to his 
Country, to have that Sort of 'Thrown-Silk made in any 
other Part of the World, that he immediately prohibited the 
Fxportation of Raw-Silk out of his Country; and before 
Sir Thomas could fall upon any way of getting a ſufficient 
Quantity of Raw-oilk ſtole out of that Country, fo as to 
make any Advantage of his Engine, the Term of his Patent 
was within a very few Years of being expired, from which 


we may conclude that it is impoſſible, that he could as yet 


have got a ſufficient Recompence for the Hazard and Ex- 
pence that he has been at. There might have been before, 
tere may be ſtill, {ome other Sorts cf Twiſt Silk made in 


England; but there never was any ſuch as Organzine made, 


nor Was there ever any ſucli Engine in England, as this that 
has 
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has been brought in and ſet up by the Petitioner and his Bro- Anno 5 Ges. il. 


ther. 'Thoſe who are expert in the Silk-Manufactures know 
well the Difference between the Organzine and any other 
Sort of Twitted-Sill:, but Gentlemen who have not narrowly 

examined into the Affair may be miſtaken ; but as to the En- 
| give, the Difference between it and any other may be eaſily 
diſcovered: It is a very large Engine, which is firtt moved 
by Water, by the Means of which firſt Motion a great many 
Wheels and Spindles are ſet a moving, and thereby great 
Quantities of Silk are twiſted in a much finer Manner, and 
| by much fewer Hands, than can poſſibly be done by any 

ine that was ever yet invented. f 
Mr Barnard ſpoke next: 
Sir, | 

The chief Reaſon why the Petitioner has never yet | 
able to make any great Advantage of his Invention is, thac 
no Raw-Silk is proper for his Purpoſe but the Italian, io 
that he could have but very little, except what was privately 
ſtole out of the Dominions of Savoy. He has been at the 
Expence of making ſeveral Experiments of the Turky Raw- 
Silk, but has always found that it is impoſſible to make good 


. « 
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Organzine of that Sort of Silk. He has likewiſe tried the 


Raw-Silk brought from China, and he finds that it would. 


do as well as the Italian, but then the Company keeps it at 
fo high a Price, that it will not anſu er; what may be the 


Reaſon of the Company's keeping that Silk ſo dear, I know 


not; I can find no other Reaſon for it, but only the great 
Profits that Company are reſolved to make of every thing, 


which they have an excluſive Privilege for dealing in. Iam 


ſure they purchaſe it in the Country at a very cheap Rate, 
and the Danger or Expence of bringing it Home cannot be 
ſo great, but that they may ſell it at a more reaſonable 
Price. The Petitioner has likewiſe made ſome Experiments 
of the Raw-Silk that has been produced from Carolira, 
which has anſwer'd extremely well; and if there were enough 
of it, we ſhould not perhaps be obliged to lay out ſo much 
of the Nation's Money on the Purchaſe of Italian Raw-Silk, 
nor ſhould we have Occaſion to trouble ourſelves much about 
the prohibiting of the Exportation of their Raw-Silk ; but 
as yet there is but very little Silk produced from Caro- 
lin, fo that the Petitioner could not make any Advantage 


thereby. I do not know what this Houſe may judge to be 


a proper Recompence to the Petitioner, for the Hazard and 
Expence he has been at ; but whatever Reſolutions may be 
made in this Affair, all poſſible Care ought to be taken for 
preventing the Invention's being carried out of this Country. 
f we can keep our Neighbours from ſlealing it from us, it 
will be a great Encouragement to ſeveral Branches of — 
| k- 


anno 5. Geo. U. Silk-ManufaQture Trade; we ſhall have the Benefit at leafs 
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Jof ſupplying moſt of them with that Sort of Thrown-Silk 
9 called 


Mr Oylcthorp. 


anzine. 
Then Mr Oglethorp ſtood up again, and ſaid, 
Sir, | 
a Act for confining the King's Patents to the Term 
of 14 Years, was made in the Reign of King James [. 
The Bubbles and Monopolies which were erected, and the 


many Enormities which were committed about that 


Time and for ſome Years before, had become a publick 
Grievance, and was loudly exclaimed at; and the Reaſon 


for making that Law, was to prevent the ſetting up of 
ſuch Bubbles or Monopolies for the future. The Petiti 


has never ſo much as endeavoured to make a Bubble of his 
Affair, nor has he ever graſped at the ſetting up of any un- 
lawful Monopoly. He pretends to nothing elſe but what 
every Author of a new Invention is reaſonably mtitled unto, 
that is, to have the fole Uſe of his own Invention for fo 
Jong a Time, as may be a juſt Recompence to him for the 
Hazurd and Expence he has been at, in bringing his Invention 


to Perfection. If he can ſhew to this Houſe, that he has 


not yet hid ſuch a Recompence as is ſufficient, we are not 
conſined by the former Law; we not only may, but we ought, 
te bring in a Bill for prolonging the Term of his Fatent, 
or we vight to grant him ſuch other Recompence as may be 


deemed proper and reaſonable. Raw-Silk may be bought 


even in tuis Country for 168. per Pound, but when that | 


very Raw-Siil. is manufactured and made Organzine, it felis 
for 245. per Pound; the Difference, which is fifty per Cent. 
is all clear Money got to the Nation; the 8s. per Pound, 
which is added to the Price of that Commodity, is all clear 
Cn to us, becauſe it is added by the Labour and Induftry 
o ir own People; and fince this Gain can be made only 
by he Means of this Frigine, we mult grant that this Gen- 


tleman nas, at his own Hazard and Charge, brought home 2 


ver. u{ctul and profitable Branch of Trade to his own 
Country, for which he certainly deſerves 2 Recompence. If 
he c:n ſhew that he has not as yet a Recompence by means 
of the Patent granted to him, either becauſe of the Diff- 


culty of brivgirg his Invention to Pertection, or becauſe of 
inevitable Acciuents thit have occurred, his Caſe ought to 


Mt J. Drummond. 


be conſidered; and the only proper Way to inquire into this 
Natter, is to refer his Petition to the Conſideration of 2 


„ umnmlittee. | | 
1 nea Mr John Drummond, Member for Perth, faid, 
1! 


* I ſhall only tale Notice that ſince the Time that thi 


Gentleman's Invention was brought to Perfection, our Ex | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


which 
as 


186 
ports of Gold and Silver Lace have increaſed to a great De- 
gree ; the Reaſon of which is, that the Sort of Iwiſt or 
'Thrown-Silk, that is made by the means of his Engine, is 
the only proper Silk that can be made uſe of in the Manu- 
facture of Gold and Silver Lace; and we having now that 
Sort of Silk in much greater Plenty, and much cheaper 
than we ever had it before, our Manufacturers in ſuch Laces 
have been able to ſell thoſe Manufactures much cheaper than 
they were ever fold before in this Country, _ 


The Houſe having refolv'd itſelf into a Grand 


25,348 J. 2 . be granted to his Majeſty, upon Account for, 
Out-Penſioners of Chelſea-Hoſpital for the Year 173z; 


follows 
Sir, 


; 
; 


ind it ; t 222 

of it i a Burden upon 

too 1 be taken Notice of, but to me nothing 

ſeems to be inconſiderable that is a Charge upon the People ; 

theſe ſmall Remains and theſe annual Additions, by thus 

yearly increaſing, may come at laſt to be a Burden too heavy 
to be borne. | 

Vo. U. T cannot 


Committee, Moton for graming 
to conſider farther of the Supply, a Motion was made, That Filionersof Gi, 
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ſca-Hoſpital. 
Debate thereon. 
Nr W. Pulteney. 
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* ] cannot now omit taking Notice of the Article of 
Chelſea College; by the Eitimate now laid before us, that 
Article appears to be heavier than it was laſt Ver. During 
the laſt War this Nation maintained near 200,000 Men, of 
which near 90,000 were National Troops, yet towards the 
End of that War, the Penſioners of Chelſea College did not 
amount to above 2000, whereas if we include the Regiment 
of Invalids, and tie ſeveral Independent Compant s of In- 
valids, they now amount to above 4000 Men. I do not 


doubt but the Commiſſioners do whatever tney can to exa- 


fo long as idle Penſioners of Chelſea College, that might 


mine, and to admit none but thoſ, who by the Rules of that 
Hoſpital appear to be intitled to be taken in. I likewiſe 
know how many Solicitations they mult daily meet with, 
and how hard it is in moſt Caſes to refuſe them; yet for 
the Sake of their Country they ought to be extremely cau- 
tious in this Reſpect; there may be many who are by the 
Rules intitled to be taken in, and yet are not proper Obj 

of Charity and Compaſſion either publick or private. [ 


know, Sir, that there is a Spirit, among the Officers of the 


Army, for having all their Regiments look well to the Eye; 
there is a fort of Emulation among them, who ſhall have 
the moſt young and the beſt look d Fellows in their Regi- 
ment: This is the Cauſe that many a brave old Soldier is 
diſcharged, in order to make room tor a ſpruce young Fel. 
low, who can powder his Hair and dreſs ſo as to make 2 


an be perhaps the better Soldier of the two, and not only 
willing but able to ſerve his Country for many Years ; yet 
he is diſcharged as unfit for Service, and brought in as a 
Penſioner upon Chelſea- College: Tney are admitted into the 
College as Men old and infirm, pt Ge nee ry EF 
in, they ſeem to be immortal ; their Numbers never ; 
ſurely there are many of thoſe immortal old Men who live 


have ſerved for a great Part of that Time as good Soldiers 
even in a marching Regiment, mare eſpecially in Time of 
Peace, when there is not the leaſt Occafion for their being 
obliged to undergo any great Fatigues ; their Duty cannot 
be extraordinary, and their Marches may be made as eafy 
as they pleaſe. I remember that at the laſt Scrutiny which 
was made into the Affairs of that Hoſpital, in which a Right 
Honourable Perſon had a principal Concern, above one half 
of the Perſons, whoſe Names were entered as Penſioners, 


could not poſſibly be found; and of thoſe who were en- 


| bacze is any Neceſſity for i. 


tered as Letter- Men, there were above 100, which was at 
feaſt one half, diſcharged; I do not indeed know why there 
ſhould be any entered in that Character, I do not fee that 


© Wa 


Appearance upon a Day of Review, though the old 
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© We have heard, Sir, a great deal of the fine Roads late- 


Iy made through the Highlands of Scotland, and I do not doubt 
of their being ſuch as they have been repreſented ; nor do 


I doubt bat that the Gentleman, who had the Overſight and 


Direction of them, has taken Care to execute the Deſign 
as faithfully and as frugally as was poſſible ; but I cannot 
ſee what it was that made ſuch a Deiign fo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary : Theſe Highlanders, it is true, were made appear 


terrible before they were known, but after we got a little 


more into their Acquaintance, taey appeared to be but Men ; 
and after they were diſarmed, I cannot ſee that there was 
any great Occaſion for this extraordinary Expence, for which 
I find there is now charged about the Sum of 10,000 Il. but 
ſince we have been at this extraordinary and unneceſſary Ex- 
pence, and that the Highlands are 
whenever we have a mind to fend any Troops into that 
Country, there is certainly no yon oy for the fix 
Highland Companies, which are p only for preſerving 
22 of that Country; theſe CRIT to 
above 5co Men, and the maintaining of them coſts the Pub- 
lick much above 5000 l. yearly ; this Expence may certainly 
ſaved, and all the Service they do, or can poſſibly 
for the future be performed by Detachments from 


of, but I ſhall make no Motion, only I hope that they will 
be ſeriouſly confidered, and that all proper Methods will be 
taken for leſſening the Publick Charge as much as poſſible. 

Hereupon Sir William Strickland ſtood up and faid, 

Sir, 

I have had the Honour to ſerve for ſome time at the 
Board, for admitting Penſioners into Chelſea-Hoſpital; I 
can anſwer for it, that in all my Time, and I believe I 
fay for ſeveral Years before, all imaginable Care has been 
taken, to admit none but thoſe who were juſtly intitled to 
that publick Charity, or rather that publick Reward for long 
and faithful Services : None have ever been admitted bur 
ſuch as had been diſabled in the Service, or ſuch as had ſerv- 


thereby made acceſſible, 


now 
may 
Regiments, which are kept in that Part of the Ifland. 
Theſe Things, Sir, I thought myſelf obliged to take Notice. 
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Sir W. Strickland. 


ed their Country for at leaſt twenty Years, and were diſ- 


charged as unfit for farther Service. The Soldiers have always 


been obliged to bring Certificates from their Officers of the 


Time of their Service, or of the Manner of their having been 
difabled in the Service. We have been fo cautious, that we 
have made the Fellows ſtrip to the Skin, that we might ex- 
amine them the more narrowly, and might be the better able 
to judge whether they were actually diſabled and unfit for 
any farther Service ; * aſter ſuch a ſtrict ak 
1 


— 
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Arno 8. Ceo. U. could not in Conſcience, we could not in Humanity, re · 


fuſe to admit them. 
Sir John Ruſhout ſpoke next: 
Sir, 
It does appear ſtrange to me, that notwithſtanding our 
long Peace, the Number of thoſe Penſioners, and the Charge 


the Publick is put to for maintaining them, ſhould be every 
Day increaſing: Twenty Years Services I mult grant to be 


x lon Term, but yet it is not always a proper Qualification ; 
if a Man enters young into the Service, which molt do, he 


may have been a Soldier for twenty Years, and yet very fit 


for Service, or for any Day Labour; and if ſuch a Man be 
diſcharged, I fee no \Rexſon why the Publick ould be 


The Publick ought not to encourage any Man to live idle, 
if he can poſlibly earn a Subſiſtance by his daily Labour: I 
believe, Sir, there are many, who are now Penſioners of Chel- 
ſca-Hoſpital, who have Wives and Children, and who not 


y and ſupport their Ex- 
: That Hoſpital was never deſigned for ſuch 


whoſe great Age, or great Sufferings in the publick Service, 


| had rendered utterly incapable of maintaining themſelves by 


their daily Labour, and ſuch only can W admitted 
as Penſioners upon the Publick. 
To this Mr Pelham anſwer d, 
Sir, 
© I have had the Honour to be one of the Chelſea- Board 


for ſome Years, and am very certain that ever ſince I had 


any Concern in it, there have been few or no Impuſitions ever 
put upon the Commiſſioners ; I could never indeed diſcover 
that any one Man was admitted, who was not juſtly intitled 
thereto. The worthy Gentleman, who ſſ 


if he thinks, that the Number of the Penfioners of that Col- 
lege is this Year increaſed, upon the contrary the Number is 


diminiſhed : There are twenty-two Penſioners leſs this Year | 


than there were the laſt; it is true, the Sum charged for 
that Hoſpital is now than it was laſt Year, but that 
proceeds from this being 
Subſiſtance for the whole Number of Penſioners more than 
there was laſt Year, which amounts to a much larger Sum 


than the Savings, by the Decreaſe in the Number of Penſi- 


oners, does amount to. 
* As for the great Increaſe of Penſioners upon that Col- 
lege within theſe few Years paſt, it is very eaſy to account 


for it, becauſe there were ſome time ago two or three Regi- 
| ments 


as a Charitable Relief only for thoſe, 
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poke laſt, is miſtaken, 


Leap-Year, fo that there is a Day's 
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ments brought over from Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, that Anno 5. cer. . 


had been in Garriſon in thoſe two Places for 15 or 16 Years, 
in all which time there had been few or no Men diſcharged 
upon account of Age or Infirmity, from either of thoſe 
Regiments ; the R of which, 


cruits in 
Fatigue, t 


there is as yet but a very bad Proviſion for decayed Sokdiers 
in the Hoſpital in Ireland, which is the Cauſe, that whenever 
any Regiment is brought over from that Country in the 
Courſe of Changing, the old and diſabled Men, who while in 
Ireland, did all they could to conceal their Age or Infirmity, 


1738-32. 


then begin to ſolicite, and often obtain a Diſcharge and Cer- | 


tifcate from their Officer, in order to get themſelves entered 
as Penſioners in Chelſea College: This has been a Sort of 
Grievance, but his Majeſty is doing all he can to get it 
rectify d, as he does with reſpect to every Grievance as ſoon 
as ever he diſcovers it ; and it is to be hoped, that he will 
have Succeſs in his Endeavours as to this. 

* The worthy Gentleman was in the right, when he faid, 
that twenty Years Service was not always a proper Qualifica- 
tion ; it is not always 
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done a Piece of ſignal Service to his Country 


( t50 ) | 
Anno g. Geo. Il. great Charges, that have formerly been brought in, for march. 

ing Detachments through that Country; one would be ſur. 
prized to ſee the Difference between the Sums charged for 
the making of thoſe Roads, and the vaſt Sums charged for 
ſome of thoſe Marches ; and whoever will be at the pains to 


moſt faithful and frugal Manner, and tha 


terity. 59 
Then Mr Pulteney replied as follows : 


Sir, PE 
I doubt not but all 4 Precautions are taken, at 
preſent, as to the admitting of Penſioners upon that College, 
but whatever Stricineſs may be obſerved in the Inquiries as 
to that Affair, there may notwithſtanding now and then an 


 ftriftly formerly as they are now, yet I know that ſome 


_ ceſs is made thereto, the leſs neceſſary it is to keep up the In- 


Years ago there was one Fellow got himſelf admitted a Pen- 


fioner, as having had two of his Ribs broke by a Cannon 


Ball, though it was afterwards diſcovered that the Fellow's 
Ribs were broke by a fall from a Houſe, when he was ſerv- 
ing the Builders as a Day-Labourer. The Roads made in 
the Highlands may be very good, that Country may be 
thereby rendered acceſſible, but certainly the more eaſy Ac- 


dependent Companies; and ſince we have been at the 
of making the Country acceſſible, we may be relieved from 
the Charge of maintaining thoſe Companies. I believe if 
the Caſe were examined into, there is not ſo much Money 
raiſed for the publick Service in all that Country, as will pay 


only thoſe Independent Companies, and I do not fee ] 


Reaſon why the reſt of the Nation ſhould be put to any far- 
ther Exp nce that way; I have not as yet heard any Reaſon 
given for it, nor has there any Anſwer been made to my 
Odjection againſt that Article of the publick Accounts. I 
know that, when Accounts have been demanded of the Pro- 
duce of any Branch of the Revenue in that Country, a Right 
Honourable Perſon has been ſometimes pleaſed to be faceti- 
ous, and anſwer in the Exchequer Term N:ch:/, but ſuch 
Affairs are a little too ſerious to be made a Joke of. I have 
no great Reaſon at preſent to expect any Reduction in our 
Standing-Army ; but before I leave this Subject, I muſt 
beg leave to add, that if ever this Nation does arrive at the 
Happineis of ſeeing a Reduction, I hope his Majeſty will tate 
Care that entire Corps ſhall be reduced; for when Reduction 
3s made in the Method lately obſerved, that is, by diſband- 
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1 
ſo Men in a Company, the old Men are diſ. Anno 4. Geo. U. 
ing r —— 
enter as Penſioners upon Chelſea- College, fo that the Publick . 
can never ſave much by any ſuch Reduction. 
Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up, and faid, Sir k. Walpole. 
Sir, | 
I am ſurpriz d to hear Objeftions made againſt the Arti 
cles now mentioned ; they really ſeem to be made for 
Sake of Humour only ; every one of the Articles that 
been objefted againſt is in itſelf ſo neceſſary, and fo 
Care has been taken in every one of 
lick f 
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or provide 
it never was, a 


muſt have a regular 
to be preſumed that any Officer will diſcharge a brave old 
Soldier, as long as he is any way fit for Service, even though 


every Diſcharge he grants ; 
what is allowed for Levy-Money is always paid to the Officer, 
whether he has an Occaſion for any Recruits or no ; if he 
has no Occaſion for Recruits, he puts it in his own Pocket, 
and if the Recruiting of his Regiment comes to more Mo- 
ney in a Year than the Allowance will anſwer, he muſt pay 
the Surplus out of his own Pocket; can we then imagine 
that any Officer will diſcharge an able and a diſciplin'd Sol- 
dier, and thereby put himſelf to a great Charge for a new 
Man to be put in his ſtead, beſides the Trouble and Fatigue 
err 
up to Diſcipline ? Such a Suppoſition plainly appears to be 
— 
elt is very true, Sir, that when I came firſt into the Board 
| dor Chelſea-Hoſpital, which was ſoon after the late _ 
that 


- * . urn ads. Da Alas * 


| there was a ſtrict Scrutiny into the Affairs 
Hoſpital, and by the Conſequences ſuch Scrutiny appeared ta 
be neceſſary ; for though we found . 


( 52 ) 


ae Geo. 11. and ſigned by the former Commiſſioners, yet upon Examing. 
tion we diſcovered, that there were no leſs than 7000 Names 


put upon the Liſt of Chelſea-Penſioners, more than we 
could poſſibly find Perions to anſwer to, and a great many of 
thoſe Perſons who did anſwer to the Names put upon the Lift 
were Iriſh, who had no Title to have been admitted into 
hange had not happened at that 


which never could be cleared up, at leaſt it was never pub 
lickly avowed what was meant thereby. I remember [i 


at the Time of that Scrutiny, there was a 


JH} 
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tice of it. That there was | 
Roads, muft be evident to every Man 

Circumſtances of the Nation, and of that Country in 
lar. It is well known that whenever any Deſign was ſet on 
Foot againſt the Government, or any Invaſion intended, the 
tirit Scene has been always laid in that Country; that Coun- 
try was formerly ſo inacceſſible, that the Enemies of the Go- 
vernment could ſafely land or rendezvous there, and could 


eaſily defend themſelves till they found an Opportunity of 


coming down to the Low-Country, and raiſing a Diſturbance 
ehrough the whole Nation. It is very true, that the Men 
of that Country are but Men, they are in themſelves no bet- 
ter than other Men, and were terrible only becauſe they 
could not be come at; from their inacceſſible Country they 
plundered their Neighbours, and when 2 

ſufficient Force was raiſed againſt them, they retired again 
and took Shelter among their inacceſſible Rocks and Moun- 
tains, where it was unpolſible to come at them; this — 


| 


W-., 
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male them terrible, but by the ITigt ways that are now made, 
this Cauſe of Terror 15 removed ; their Neighbours are made 


dat. and that Country will no longer be a ſafe landing or 


arading Place for thoſe who come to attack us, nor will it 
be a fate Refuge for thoſe who fly ſrom the juſtice of the 
Nation | 

+ 'Thongh theſe Roads be now finiſhed, and brought to 
a Perfection far beyond hat could have been expected in fo 
ort a Time, or for ſo ſm:il a Sum, yet, Sir, the Indepen- 
Cont Companies are not thereby rendered unneccilary ; I have 
been informed by every Perfon, who has been inor knows the 
Country and the Nature of the People wlio are the Inta- 
bitants thereof, that the keeping of thoſe Independent Com- 
panies in the Country is by much the beil Method of keep- 
ing the People in Order; and if thoſe Companies were to be 
diſbanded, and the Service to be performed by Detachments 
from the Regiments in the Low- Country, I am ſure the Pub- 
lick would {ave nothing, for notwithſtanding the High- 
ways that are now made, the marching of thoſe Detach- 
ments backwards and forwards, and the ſending them Provi- 
fions, which mult be all ſent from Places in the Low- Country 
at a great Diſtance, would coſt the Publick full as much, if 
not more, every Year, than the Maintenance of thoſe Six In- 
dependent Companies now amounts to. As for what Money 
may be returned from that Country for the publick Service, 
] do not know ; but it is well known that every Part of 
that Country pays the Land-Tax, and every other Tax which 
they are ſubjected to by the Articles of the Union, and con- 
ſequently they muſt certainly bear a Part of the publick 
Charge, and have from thence a juſt Title to be protected 
and defended, as weil as any other Part of the Nation ; 
North-Britain is a Part of Britain as well as South Britain is; 
it is the ſame Country, and I hope in all the Reſolutions of 
this Houſe it will always be look'd on as ſuch.” 

After this the Queſtion being put on the ſaid Motion, the 
Ame was agreed to. | | 

February 1. The above Reſolution, being reported, was 
agreed to by the Houſe. 

Feb. 2. The Houſe order'd, that the proper Officer ſhould 
lay before them all ſuch Proceedings, Papers, and other In- 
ſtruments, as he had in his Caſtody, relating to the Sale of 
the Eſlate of James late Earl of Derwentwater. | 

This Eſtate was forfeited on account of his being concern'd 


Arno c. Cen. It, 
. 


. 


The Motion relat- 
ing to Che hea- Hoſ- 
pital, agreed to. 


The ſeveral Pro- 
ccedings, relating 
to the Sale of the 
late Earl of Der- 
wentwater's Eſtate, 
order'd o be laid 


beture the Huute, 


in the Rebellion in 1715, [See Val. I. p. 59.] but neverthe- 


lels fo ſettled, that upon the Death of his Son John, then a 


Child, without Iſſue-Male, the Remainder was to devolve 
upon his younger Brother Charles Radcliffe: But he being 


alſo engaged in the ſaid Rebellion, had thereby forfeited ſuch 
U his 


Vo I. IL 
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Anno $. Geo. n his Expectation of that Fitate ; which was ſold by the Com- 
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miſſioners of the forteited Eſtates, which devolved to the 
Crown, for the Sum of only 10601. And the above-men- 
tioned ſohn, Son of James Earl of Derwentwater, dying De- 
cember 3iit, 1731, in the 13th Year of his Age, the Eſtate 
{cl of Courſe tu thoſe wie Had bought that forfeited Reverſion; 
and being reckoned at the \ alue of about 7000 |. r Arun, 
ſuch a Purchafe became the Subject of publick Obſervation, 
zud ſome Circumſtances alſo occurring, that bred Suſpicions 
about the Methocs uted in gaining ſo great a Bargain, the 
Lord Gage took Notice of it to the Houſe, and thereupen 
mov'd for the foregoing Order. 

Feb. 3. A Petition of Ferdinando John Paris, Agent for 
Penfilvania ; likewiſe of Francis Wilks, Agent for Maſſa- 
chufle:s-Bay ; and allo of John Randolph, Agent for Virgi- 
nia, ag.in:t the Sugar-Colony Bil was preſented and read, and 
ordered to lie on the Table till the ſecond Reading of the 
ſid Bill; and that the Petitioners might then be heard by 
their Council. : | | 

The ſame Day Sir Thomas Robinſon preſented to the Houſe 
a Petition of the Proprie:ors of the Charitable Corporation, 
complaining, hat by the moſt notorious Breach of Tri 
in teveral Perſons, to whom the Care and Management of 
their Aﬀairs was committed, the ſaid Corporation had been 
defrauded of the greateſt Part of their Capita] amounting to 
ſ{-veral hundred thouſand Pounds; and that all the Petitionen 
were become great Sufferers thereby, and many of them re- 
duced to the utmoſt Degree of Miſery and Dittreſs ; and 
alledging, that ſome, who had been guilty of theſe Frauds, 
had tranſported themſelves to Parts beyond the Seas, and 
carricd with them ſome of the Books and Effects of the ſaid 
Corporation; and that there was great Reaſon to believe, 
ſuch an immenſe Sum of Money could not have been im- 
bezzelcd without the Connivance and Participation of others, 
who continucd here ; and that the Petitioners were unable 
to come at the Knowledge of their Combinations, or to bring 
them to ſuſtice, without the Aid of the Power and Authority 
cf that Horſe; and therefore praying, that the Houte 


would vouchſaſe to inquire into the State of the ſaid Cor- 


Mr Ortethorn's 
Speech en that 
©ecaliai, 


poration, and the Conduct of thoſe who had had the Care 
and Management of their Aff rs; and would give ſuch Re- 
lief to the Petitioners, as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. 
Ini, Petition being read, Mr Oglethorp ſtood up and ſpoke 
as follows ; GIS | 
Ser, | | Rh 
* am perſuaded that this Petition will be received in 2 
Manner deierving of the unhappy Cale of the Sufferers, and 
of the Jutlice of this Houſe : I can hardly ſuſpect that any 
Gentleman 


1 
Gentleman, that has the Honour to be a Member of this Ann's Geo. iy 
Houſe, will oppoſe giving all the Relief we can to fuch a |; 1 
Number of unhappy People, who have been ſo much cheated 
[- injured ; yet becauſe I have heard it whiſpered without 
Doors, that we ought not to receive this Petition, upon ac- 
count, as i pretended, that the Common Seal was not regu- 
Lrly affix d thereto, I think it neceſſary to take ſome Notice 
of that Objection, in caſe any ſach be to be made; I muſt 
ſay, that it there be any Irregularity as to the affixing of the 
Publick Seal of that Company to this Petition, it is in my 
Opinion 10 far from being an Objection to our receiving the 
Petition, that it is a very ſtrong Reaſon for it; if there be 
| any Fault in Form, it is the Fault of thoſe who had the 
| keeping of the Common Seal, and as they may perhaps be 
ſome of thoſe againſt whom the Complaints made, and who 
may upon Inquiry be frun{ by this Houſe to be the guilty 
Perſons, we are therefore to look upon any Neglect in Form 
to be a wilful Fault, and a Plot laid for preventing the Truth's 
being brought to Light; ſuch Plots will, I hope, be always 
defeated by the Witl..om of this Houſe, and whenever it can 
be diſcoveced that any Frauds have been committed, or any 
indirect Practices uſed by thoſe who have the keeping of any 
Common Seal, this Houſe will, I hope, make uſe of that 
Power, with which it is by our Conſtitution inveſted, for de- 
tefting and puniihing the Criminals : For my own part, I 
| always was for encour:ging the Deſign upon which this Cor- 
| poration was at firſt eſtabliſhed ; People may call it Charit- 
able or not, as they pleaſe; but I always looked upon it as 
an Act of Charity, to let neceſſitous Perſons have Money 
to borrow upon eaſier Terms than they could have it elſe- 
where ; Money liize other Things is but a Commodity, and 
in the way of Dealing, the Uſe thereof, as well as of other 
Tings, is looked upon to be worth as much as People can 
get for it; if this Corporation let neceſſitous People have 
the Uſe of their Money, at a cheaper Rate than any other 
Perſon would lend Money at, they were certainly uſeful to 
the Publick, and were ſo far to be reckoned a Charitable 
Corporation; and if they had aſked more than what was 
- uſual to be given, they could not have had any Cuſtomers ; 
the Deſign was therefore in itſelf good and uſeful, but the 
better the Deſign was, the more thoſe Perſons deſerve to be 
_ puniſhed, who by their Frauds have diſappointed the Publick 
of reaping the Benefit, which might have accrued by an honeſt 
and faithtul Execution of ſo good an Undertaking,” 
| we Thames Robinſon ſpoke next, * Ta bd 
| | 5 i rinꝑ Ave 5 
There is no doubt but that a great many Frauds have mies df dc, 
been committed in the Aﬀfir now before us 3 fo large a Sum 8 
| | 2 | of 
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Enpt. Vernon. 


Mr II pins. 


Ii tortuncs that pollibly could have happen'd; nor 
cand the greatett Mi inanagement reduce wen a Capital to 
noching in fo few Years, without ſome Fraud at Bottom ; 
wnd as Matters now ftind, every Man, who had anv Hand in 


this unt.appy Afr, id accuted by the General Noce of the 


People; every Min concerned is pretumed to have been a 
Par:aker in the Crime, and the Innocent ſuffer in their Cha- 
recters, as well as in their Eſtates, by the Frauds of the 
Guilty. As the Capital Stock of this Corporation was di- 
vided among a great Number of Proprictors, the Suftcrers by 
theſe Frauds mult be very numerous, and among them there 
are without doubt a great many who are quite undone ; it 
is enough to move the Compaſſion of any Mm to think, 
that Gentlemen and Ladies, who have been bred to an au- 
ent Fortune, ſhould thus at once be reivced to Miicry ard 
Starving 3 and that without any Fault of their own, but 
merely by the Frauds or by the Neglect of thoſe, ty 
whom they kad intrulted the Management of their EAates. 
This is a Caſe, Sir, that deſerves to be inquired into in an 
extraordinary Manner; ſuch innocent SvFerers deſerve the 
moit ſpeedy Redreſs that the Juilice of this Nation can ad- 
mit of; it would be Cruclty to lee it to the ordinary 
Forms, or to ſubject it to the long Delays that neceſturily 
attend the ordinary Courle of Juſtice ; and therefore I hope, 
that no Member of this Houle will refuſe to give ear to the juſt 


Complaint of the Petitioners, or appear to be againſt giving 


them all the Redreſs, that can be given, in a Parliamentary 
Method of Proceeding. There arc, I think, three Things 
that mult come under cur Conde ration in the preſent Cate: 
Ve muſt endeavour to relieve as much as pcſlib.e thoſe 


vio are the unhappy Sufferers in this Affair; We mult. 


ELUCAVOUT as mucu as we Can to diſcover thoſe who are 
reaily guilty, and puniſh them as ſcverely as their Crimes 
delerve 3 And we muſt endeavour to vindicate, the 
Characters of thoſe ho are innocent, and who at preſent 
feffer by being blended with thoſe that are guilty. Theſe 


Thirgo demand a molt {ik and a molt exact Scrutiny into 


the Alanagement of the At:irs of this Corporation, and there- 
fore this Petition ought not only to be referred to a Com- 
miitce, but to a ſelect Committee of a certain Number of 
Members to be choſe by Ballot, which Committee ouglit {0 
be a Committee of Secrecy.” 
Captain Vernon ayreed in every Thing to what Sir Tho- 
mas Robinſon had moved for, except as to the Committee's 
being a Committee of Secrccy, in which he was ſeconded 
by lr Hopkins, who ſaid, 'T'lat a Publick Committee 


- would be wore for the Purpoſe, becauſe in ſuch Caſe he and 


every 


— a «a 1 


* 
1671 
every other Member of the Houſe, who could give them Annog. Geo. u. 
any Information, could then attend and know what — 
they were about, by which they would learn how to aſſiſt 
the Committee in making Diſcoveries, and clearing up Facts 
which they might be in any Doubt about.” He added, : 
+ [hat in the Management of this Affair, he could not but 
take Notice of one Fact, which to him appeared ſomething 
extraordinary; which was, that at one Time there were 
Eon ds or Notes of that Corporation iſſued, to the Value of 
about 120,0001. about which Time the York-Buildings 
Stock roſe from 18 or 19 to 36 or thereabout per Cent. 
'This ſudden Riſe, he believed, was principally owing to 
the Bonds and Notes of the Charitable Corporation, which 
at that time went about current and in great Plenty inChange- 
Alley. | : 
Sir Robert Sutton and Mr Denis Bond ſaid, That as Sir k. Suren, ve. 
ticy had the Misfortune to be named as Managers of the A. gondt and Sir 
AF.irs of that Corporation, they thought themſelves obliged ut — 
to lay ſomething upon the preſent Occaſion : That they were rauon, 
beth very conſiderable Proprietors, and conſequently were very 
great Sufferers, but though they had been named as Mana- 
gers, vet they were but ſeldom there, and knew very little 
of what was done.” Sir Archibald Grant ſaid, That as 
be likewiſe had the Misfortune to be a Manager, he thought 
| himſelf obliged to ſay ſomething to the Affair then before 
them; that he alſo was a very conſiderable Proprietor, had 
no leſs than 1500 Shares of their Capital in his own Right, 
which had colt him above I. That he was very willing 
the Management ſhould be inquired into, becauſe he hoped 
the Fraudulent and Deceitful would thereby be diſtinguiſhed 
from thoſe, who had been deceived and impoſed upon.” 
Sevcral Members ſpoke for the Committee's being a Se- 
cret Coramittee, becauſe it had been always obſerved, that 
ſuch Committees made the molt narrow and the moſt ſpeedy 
Inquiry into the Affairs that had been referred to them: That 
if every Member had a Liberty of coming there, it would 
occaſion ſuch Diſturbance and ſo many ys, that it would 
be impoſſible for the Committee to finiſh their Report, or 
for the Houſe to give auy Relief to the unhappy Sufferers, 
Curing that Seſſion of Parliament: That its being a Com- 
mittee of Secrecy could not be any Loſs, as to their getting 
all poſſible Information from the other Members of the Houſe, 
who could make any Diſcoveries ; for that the Gentlemen of 
the Committce would be known, and it was to be preſumed 
that every Member, that could make any Diſcovery of Con- 
ſequence, would immediately give Inſormation thereof to ſome 
9} the Geutlemen of the Committee, 
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ab 5. Ger. lt. Then it was ref9!ve.l, without Oppoſition, That the (aid 
* Petition be referred i» 3 Commitiee o Twenty One, to be 
The bore Petition Choſen by Bailoting : But 4 dMottzn being made, d the 
zeferr'd to 20" Queſtion put, That the ſaid Committee be a Committee of 
"A Secrecy, it palsd in the Negative by 212 Votes againſt 
tion mate for the * 3 
ume being a Cum 132. | 
eeectl. Tt may be proper on this Occaſion to give a ſhort View of 
the Nature of this Corporation. It uns firſt erettd in the 
Year 1797 ; their profeſſed Intention was to lend Money, at 
legal Intoreſt, to the Poor upon mall Pledges 3 and to Por. 
ſons of better Rank, upon an anſwerable vecurity f Cruuls 
and their Capital was then liauted to 30,000 J. In the Year 
1722, the Crown gave Licence to them to increaſe the ſ une to 
100,000 l. and again, in 1728, t ey received Licence for a 
Capital of 300,000 I. and, in 1-39, for boo, ooo l. This 
Charter being granted to the Corpuration, they made Appli- 
cation to have the ſame confirmed by Act of Parliament in the 
laſt Seſſion, and a Bill for that Purpoſe fled the Huuſe of 
Commons; but there was tach vigorous Oppolition m..de to 
it, that it was dropt in the Houſe of Lords. However, upon 
the Support of the Royal Charter, the Corporation went on; 
but in Oclober 1731, two of their chief Officers, viz. George 
Robinſon, Eſq; Member for Marlow, their Caſhire, and Mr 
John Thompſon, their Warchouſe-keeper, diſappear'd on the 
fame Day. This gave the Proprietors a very great Alarm ; 
and three ſeveral General Courts were held, in which a Com- 
mittee was appointed, from among the chief Proprietors, to 
_ Inipe& the State of their Aﬀaſts. By the Report brought in 
by that Committee it was found, that for a Capital of above 
g oo, ooo |. no Equivalent was found to the Value of 30,0001. 


— 


the Remæinder hu ing been diſpoſed of, by Ways that no one 


was able to give Account of. 
Papers relatingto Feb. 4. Mr Docminicque preſented to the Houſe ſeveral 
memugar-Co"1'* Papers from the Board of Trade, relatirg to the Diſpute be- 
are of Traie. tween his Majeſty's Sugar-Colonies and the Northern Colonies 
= in America. 
Accounts proſentcd Feb. 7. Several Accounts relating to the Salt Duty were 


r by the Commiſſioners of that Duty. 


- Walpolc's ; - . . . 
Sn freeading for having the Penhon-Bill read the third Time, on the 10th 


Led e. Initant, in a full Houſe, becauſe he did not know but that he 
might then offer ſeveral Reaſons againſt it, and endeavour to 
| thew, that it was neither a proper Bill for redreſſing the Evil 

complain'd of, nor was it offer d at a proper Seaſon.” 


as W. N rr. Ilereupon Mr Pulteney faid, © That that Bill had been two 


Years ſucceſſively before that Houſe ; during which Time 
they had had many Opportunities to conſider every an + 


3 nor nr XX Xx 


The ſame Day a Motion was made by Sir Robert Walpole, 


+ ado 
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every one of which had been concerted by the ableſt Men 
in the Nation: That the Bill was certainly a good and a ne- 
ceſſurv Bil, was very much wanted, and had the general Voice 
of the Nation in its Favour : That tho' the other Houſe had 
twice thrown it out, yet he could not think that any Man of 
Honour could be againſt it; what their Reaſons were for ſo 
doing, he could not tell; but it ſeemed, and he had even 


Anno g. Ges. M. 
1731-32. 


heard it whiſper'd, thit they were tired of doing ſueßh? 


Work; they were refolved to do no more of it, and if ſo, 


ſays he, it is become neceſſary tor us to do our own #0*®. 


1 ourſelves.” But Sir Robert Walpole's Motion not be- 
infiited on, no Order was made. 

575 9. A Petition from New-York, from Rhode-Iſland, 
and the Iſland of Providence, alſo of Ne- Jerſey, and of 
Soiith-Carolina, were preſented againſt the Sugar-Colony- 
Bill. and were feveraliy order'd to lie on the I able till the 
ſecoul Reading of the nid Bill, and that the Petitioners 
might then be heard by their Counſel. 

The ſame Day the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of 
the whole Houle, to conſider farther of Ways and Means for 
railiag the Supply granted to his Majeſty ; and the ſeveral 


Petition from 
New-York, Rhode» 
Iſland. Providence, 
New-Jerſey, and 
South-Carolina a» 


paint the Sugar- 
Calony-Bill. 


Papers and Accounts relating to the Salt-Duty having been 


hid before this Committee, Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up 
and ſpoke as follows : 


Mr Speaker, 
As there is nothing his Majeſty has more at Heart than 
the giving all pcfiible Late to his Subjects; ſo whenever he 


is neceſſarily obiiged to deſire Aſſiſtance from them for the Dun 


immediate Support of the Government, he deſires that they 
would chooſe thoſe Ways and Means for raiſing the annual 
Supplies, which are leait burthenſome to the People, and 
which make the Load fall equally upon the Subjects in ge- 
neral. When Money is to be raiſed for the Publick Good, 
for the Security of all, he thinks that every one ought to 
contribute his Share, in Proportion to the Benefit that he is 
thereby to receive. In puriuaiice of theſe his Majeſty's In- 


Clinations, and in purſuance of what I look upon as the moſt 


equitable Rule for raifing Contributions, I ſhall take the Li- 
| betty of propoſing to this Houſe a Method for raiſing ſome 
Part of the Supply for this preſent Year, which by falling 
equally upon all, will be burthenſome to none; and by 
which thoie who have ſtood the Brunt of the Day, thoſe 


Meaſure be relieved. 


This, Sir, is the only View I have in making the Propo- 
Gal; after it is made, the Houſe may then — it into their 


who have been oppreſſed for many Vears, may in ſome 


Sir Robert Wax. 
pole's Motion for 
reviving the Salt» 


Conſideration, and each Alember certainly will judge of it 


as he thinks proper. If it is approved of, I ſhall rejoice in 
| having 


1731-32. 
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nes Geo. U. having been the Author of a Meaſure, which I think wilt 


contribute ſo much to the Good of my Country in general, 
and to the Relief of thoſe who have for many Years borne 
too great a Share of the Publick Burthen ; and if it happers 
not to meet with the Approbation of this Houſe, I ſhall 
have the Teitimony of a good Conſcience for my Comfort: 
for ſince I have no other View but only a ſincere and an ho- 
ne{l Intention to give Relief to my Feilow-Subjects, I never 
can have Occafion to repent, nor do I any way dread thoſe 
Reproaches, which may be unjuſtly thrown upon me, or up- 
on the Meaſure 1 am to propole ; for the'e are Things which 
in all publick Tranſactions every Man mutt expect: No pub- 
lick Me:iſure can be propoſed, but what may be againit the 
Private Intereſt and Scliith V ics of ſome particular Men; 
but I fear not the Enmity, and I deſpiſe the Revilings of 
thoſe, who prefer their own little ſelfiſhi Views to the genera] 
Good and Welfare ©: their Country. 


T have, Sir, with the de2peit Concern obſerved, how 


heavy and how nnequal a Burthen has been long borne by 
the Landed Gentlemen of t:is Kingdom: I have long had 
it in my View to procure them ſome Fate as foon as puilible, 
and am pleaſed to think that an Opportunity now offers it- 
ſelf for doing what I have ſo long had much at Heart; and 


1 hope 1 ſhall have the good Luck to find that my Senti- 
ments are approved of by this Houſe; and the Approbation 


of ſuch an Aſſembly 1 ſhall always loo upon as the greatelt 
Honour done to any Propoſal made by me. As to the Mar- 
ner, Sir, of raiſing Taxes upon tae People, it is a certain 
Maxim, that that Tax which is me moit equal and the 
molt general, is the moſt juit, an! the leaſt burthenfoms: 
Where every Man contributes a {mail Share, a great Sum 
may be raiſed for the Publick Service, without any Man's 
being ſenſible of what he pays; w here: a ſmall Sum, raiſed 
upon a few, lies heavy upon cach particular Man, and is tlie 
more grievous, in that it is unjult ; tor where the Benefit is 
mutual, the Expence ought to be in common. Of all the 
"Taxes I ever could think of, there is not one more general, 
nor one leſs felt, than that of the Duty upon Salt. The 
Duty upon Salt is a Tax that every Man in the Nation con- 
tributes to according to his Circumſtances and Condition in 
Life; every Subject contributes ſomething; if he be a poor 


| Man, he contributes {o ſmall a 'Frifie, it will hardly bear a 


Name; if he be rich, he lives more luxuriouſl,, and conſe- 
quently contributes niore; and if he be a Alan of a great 
Eltate, he keeps a great Number of Servants, and mult there- 
fore contribute a great deal. Upon the other hand, there is 
no Tax that ever was laid upon the People of this Nation, 


that is more unjuſt and unequal than the Land-Tax. The 
| ——Ja—j 
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Land-holders bear but a ſmall Proportion to the People of Anne 5. Ceo. n. 
this Nation, or of any Nation; yet no Man contributes — 
any the leaſt Share to this Tax, but he that is poſſeſſed of 
a Land Eſtate; and yet this Tax has been continued without 
Intermiſſion for above theſe 40 Years : It. has continued fo 
long, and has lain ſo Heavy, that I may venture to fay, 
many a landed Gentleman in this Kingdom has thereby 
been utterly ruined and undone. | 

This Conſideration, Sir, has prompted me to endeavour 
to procure them ſome Relief, and for this end I ſhall venture 
to make the following Motion. That towards raiſing the 
Supply granted to his Majeſty, the ſeveral Duties on home- 
made Salt, granted to the late King William and Queen 
Mary, by an Act of the 5th and 6th Years of their Reign, 
for a Term of Years, and afterwards made perpetual ; and 
alſo the additional Duties on Salt, granted by an A& of the 
gth and 10th Years of his faid late Majeity King William, 
and all the Duties chargeable on home-made Salt in Great- 
Britain, which by an Act of the zd Year of his preſent Maje- 
ſty's Reign, ceaſed determined on the 2;th of Day of. 
| December 1730, be revived and granted to his Majeſty, his 
' Heirs and Succeſſors, for the Term of three Years 
the 25th of March next, 1732. 

* If I have, Sir, the good Luck to ſucceed fo far in my 
Wiſhes, as to have this Motion approved of, I ſhall then | 
Leave to move, That the Sum of One Shilling in the Pound, 
and no more, be raiſed for this Year upon Land ; but if 
this Houſe does not agree to the Motion I now make, I muſt 
| in that Caſe move for a Land-Tax of Two Shillings in the 
| Pound; for fo much will be abſolutely neceſſary for the cur- 
rent Service of the Year. This, Sir, is what a ſincere and 
| a hearty Deſire to do Service to my Country, and Juſtice to 
my Fellow-SubjeRts, has emboldened me to propoſe. I de- 

clare I had no other View, but chat of procuring ſome Eaſe, 

ſome Relief to the Landed-Intereit. If this yy to, 
ſome Means may be fallen upon to relieve them of the whole 

again next Year ; and I ſhall always look upon it as a 
| Honour, that after' a Continuance of a Land-Tax of four, 
| three, or two Shillings at leaſt in the Pound for 40 Years 

together, it was at laſt reduced to One, at a Time when L 

had a Share in the Adminiſtration of the Affairs of this Na- 

tion. Before I leave this Subject, I muſt intreat every one 
that hears me, to conſider how many Landed-Gentlemen of 
ancient Families there are in Britain, who have but ſmall 

Eſtates, how many of them have great Families to ſupport 
and many Children to provide for, and how many even of 
1 thoſe who have large Eſtates in Land are fo charged with 
| Mortgages, Jointures, or Chee, that it is hardly 
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1 
for them to ſupport their Character in the Country 
where they live, though they were not to pay one Shilling 
towards a Land- Tax. 

Our Nobility and Gentry were once famous for Hoſpi- 
tality and Generoſity; if the unavoidable Neceſſities of 
State have obliged them for ſo many Years to abridge their 
Expence, and contract their Manner of living, let us do at 
leaſt what is in our Power to reſtore them to their former 
State, by relieving them of a Part of that Burthen, which 
they, and they only, have for ſo many Years been charged 
with. 

This Motion being ſeconded, Mr Walter Plumer roſe 


41 , 


agree with the Right Hon. Gentleman who made the 


Motion, in this, That the landed Gentlemen of this Nation 
have been for many Years ſubje& to very grievous Taxes ; 


the Land-Tax is not the only Tax that has been heavy upon 


them, but every other Tax falls at laſt upon them with its 
greateſt Weight : It is indeed high Time that ſome of the 
Burthens ſhould be taken off their Shoulders, and it was 
reaſonable for them to have expected from his Majeſty's moſt 

jous Speech, that in this Seſſion of Parliament they would 
have met with ſome Relief; but how much furprized muſt 
they be, when they hear, that all the Relief that has been 
propoſed is, to take off one Tax which lies heavy upon them 
only, and in the room thereof to lay on another, which will 
lie equally heavy upon moſt of them, and at the ſame Time 
will be a moſt inſupportable Burthen upon every one of their 
Fellow-Subjects? The propoſing this as a Relief for the 
Landed Gentlemen appears to me in ſo odd a Light, that [ 


cannot well comprehend how it can be expected, that any 


Gentleman in England ſhould be ſo impoſed on. It is fo 
ſhort a Time ago, that we muſt all remember how this Tax 
upon Salt came to be taken off. His Majeſty, by his moſt 
tous Speech from the Throne, only two Years ago 
See p. 52.] ſhewed, that he was ſenſible how much the 
Trade and Manufactures of this Nation ſuffered, by the many 
'Taxes the poor Tradeſmen and Labourers were ſubject to; 
he therefore recommended to us the taking off ſome of 
thoſe Taxes, which were moſt burthenſome upon the Poor ; 
and at that Time, Sir, it was the Opinion of this very Houſe, 
that this Tax upon Salt was the moſt burthenſome upon the 
Poor, and the molt pernicious to the Trade of this Kingdom, 
of all the Taxes we are liable to. This, Sir, was one of 
the many Reaſons for taking it off, and why we ſhould fo 
ſuddenly alter our Opinion, and reſolve to grind the Face of 
the Poor, in order to relieve a few of the Rich, I can 


( 
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no Reaſon ; I ſay, Sir, a few of 


irumental in getting this Clog u 
I ſhall have the Honour to be NAA ſhall 


be inſtrumental in prev 


for if this Duty be zevi revived, al. daa deſpair « Nw | 
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the Rich, 


se. Geo. II. 
1731-32 


( 164 ) 
upon Salt; this muſt occaſion ſuch a general Diſſatisfaction, 
and ſo much Grumbling amongſt the People againſt his Ma- 
jeſty, that the keeping up a Standing Army will become ne- 
ceſſary for ſupporting him againit the Diſaffected; and by 
Experience we know, that where the Diſaffection becomes 


very general, even the Army is not to be depended on, for . 


in ſuch Caſe moſt of them would probably join with the Diſ- 
contented : It would become neceſſary for the Security of 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, to bring in an Army 
of Foreign Troops to prey upon the Bowels of our Mother- 
Country. 

I have, Sir, as much Sympathy and Compaſſion as any 
Man for the great Diſtreſſes that have been brought upon 


many of our Landed Gentlemen; and I flattered myſelf with 


the pleaſing Hope, that they were now to be relieved ; now 
when there is a profound Tranquility eſtabliſhed both 


Abroad and at Home, I could not fo much as imagine, that it 


would be neceſſary to continue all our Taxes, and I could 


far leſs imagine that any Propoſal would be made for reliev- 


ing us of one Tax, by laying on another much more grievous. 


No Man can expect that the Landed Gentlemen in England 
have ſo little Senſe as to be cajoled in fuch a Manner. The 
Land-Tax, it is true, takes from the Landed Gentleman a 
Part of his Rent yearly, but the Salt-Tax, bcing a Charge 
upon our Trade and Manufactures, will at latt diſable his 
Tenants from paying him any Rent; and beſides, it makes 
the Maintaining even of his own Family niuch more expen- 
five, ſo that at the End of the Year he will find himſelf no 
Gainer upon the Main, and his Tenants being ruined and 
undone, the Rents and the Value of his Eſtate will be de- 


_ creaſing yearly. I only deſire that every Landed Gentle- 
man, that hears me, would conſider what he could make of 


His Eſtate if we had no Trade, no Manufactures, nor any 
Number of populous trading 'Towns in England. Whoever 
conſiders this, muſt conclude that, in moſt Parts of England, 
the Landed Eſtates would not in that Caſe bring in yearly 
to their Landlords near the Rent they do at preſent, no, 
nor one Quarter thereof. Who then will be ſuch a Fool as 
to deſire to be relieved of One Shilling in the Pound upon 
the Land- Tax, when he muit pay as much in another Way, 
for the Salt made uſe of in his Family, and when at 
the fame Time he diminiſhes the yearly Value of his Eſtate 
much more than one Shilling in the Pound; nay, much more 


than any Land-Tax ever amounted to in England. 'The 


Land-Tax, Sir, is but an annual Diminution of a Gentleman's 
Eſtate ; he may be free of it, or of a Part of it, the ſucceeding 
Year : But if by the Decay of our Trade, and the Charge 


Et is laid upon the poor Farmer, he be obliged to lower 
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of the Year. If it be ſaid, that the 
re not able to pay this whole Tax, it is a good Argument 
 agaſithe Tax in general; for no Tax ought to be laid upon 
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the Rents of his Eſtate, that will be a Diminution which I anno g. ceo. u. 
| am afraid will endure for ever. | 1731-32. 


© Before I have done, I muſt, Sir, take Notice, that the 
Salt-Duty, or a conſiderable Part thereof, was formerly ap- 
propriated to the Sinking Fund ; yet this Duty was but two 
Fn erent DOSS cr TY, 
that we then made no Scruple of encroaching a little even 
upon that Sacred Fund, in order to eaſe the People of ſo 
pernicious and burthenſome a Tax: I am forry to ſee the 
Opinion of any Gentleman, as to this Tax, fo much altered 
in ſo ſhort a Time : but if we do alter our Opinion, and 
neetger Big Ub rae be br bag. yank 4 
to that uſeful Fund ; if we do revive it without any 
Appropriation, we make a moſt dangerous Precedent ; when- 
ever any of theſe Taxes, that are now appropriated to the 
Sinking Fund, are wanted for another Uſe, it is but taking 
them off for one Year, and laying them on the next for a new 
Purpoſe ; thus the Sinking Fund may be at laſt entirely ex- 
hauſted, and our Debts remain for ever unpaid, without 
leſſening any of our Taxes. 

Capt. Vernon ſpoke next : 

Mr L 

© I hope every Gentleman in this Houſe has peruſed the 
ſhort Account of the Money, which has been brought into 
his Majeſty's Exchequer, by the Produce of the Salt-Duty 
from that Part of Great Britain, called Scotland, for the laſt 
ten Years ; I have looked for that Account but can find but 
one Article, and that Article is next to nothing. In the 
Space of ten Years, not one Shilling was ever brought into 
the Exchequer, from the Salt-Duty in that Country : How 
then can this Tax be faid to be an equal Tax, when ſuch a 
conſiderable Part of this Kingdom never paid one Farthing 
towards it ; even by the Propoſal now made, they are not 


d pay near ſo much as we are to pay in South- Britain; and 


of that ſmall Proportion that is to be laid upon them, it is 
no Part will ever come to the publick Account : 
is Tax muſt therefore be unequal, becauſe we in England 


| are to bear the Whole of the Burden ; Scotland is to bear 


no Part, and yet they are by the Articles of the Union 
obliged to bear their proportional Part of all new Taxes, 
more eſpecially thoſe which are raiſed for the Current Service 
People in that Country 


the People, but thoſe to which they can all contribute their 


| Share: The People of England ought not to be charged with 


a Duty, and the People of Scotland left free ; ſuch unequal 
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ee. cen. Charges will ſoon make every Man in England wiſh that 


17 11 3. 


the Union had never been made. 

* "Tis tcue, Sir, I cannot but applaud the Gentlemen of 
thai Country, for appearing in favour of the Tax upon Salt; 
it is ſhewing a laudable Zeal for the proper Intereſt of their 
native Country : It is laying a Tax upon us, to which they 
contribute nothing, in place of a Tax, to which they have 
always contributed an equal Share. This, Sir, may juſtify 
their Conduct as to the Queſtion now in hand, but I hope 
the Gentlemen of the South Parts of Britain will thew the 


ſame Concern for the Intereſt of their Part of the Iſland ; and 


I am glad to find that fo many of them do ſhew ſuch a Con · 
cern, tor it appeared to me Yeſterday, that tue Queſtion wa 
carried agzinit the South Parts of the Ifland, by the Votes 
of thoie Gentlemen, who come from the North. ¶ Here he 
avas called to Order, after which he <vent on] Sir, I defign 
no Reflection upon any Man ; but the Affair before us is of 
the utmoſt Conſequence to the Intereſt and Trade of the 
whole Kingdom; our Liberties, our Properties, and every 


Thing that is dear to us is at Stake. This ſeems to bea 


Step towards introducing a General Exciſe, which is incon- 


ſiſtent with the Liberties of a free People ; and Sir, when Lif, | 


Liberty, or Property is concerned, it will be found that every 
Man will fight ; a Country Clown in Huddon-Gray may yo 


ſhew as much Courage, and fight as well as a Soldier in 


Red: What! do we think, hecauſe a Fellow is a Beau, and 
crefles himſelf up with Powder and Eſſences, that therefore 
he has more Courage than another Man? I ſuſpect 
many of thoſe fine Gentlemen, who are afraid of letting the 
Wind blow upon them, for fear of blowing the Powder out 


of their Wigs, that could not, 22 
Gun- Powder. A: the Affair before us is of the utmoſt Con- 
ſeqnence, ſo it ought to give us the more Concern, that if 
it paſſes in this Houſe, there are no Hopes in the other: 
In the other Houſe, we know, Sir, there is a peculir 
Bench, which will [ Here he cb, again called ta Order, and 
ras told by Mr Speaker, That no Gentleman was to throw 
Ne flections upon any Body of Men, nor was any Member of 
:hat Houle, in any Thing he ſaid, to take Notice of what wa 
fone, or «rhat might be dane in the ether, then the Captain 


gent on] Sir, It was not poſũble I could make any Refledtion | 


upon any Man, or upon any Sett of Men, for I had draws 
no Concluſion. But let us do what we will, let both Houſes, 
if they have a mind, paſs this Bill, it is ſo directly oppoſite 
:0 the Intereſt of the Nation, and to the Intereſt of our pre- 
ient happy Eftabliſhment, that J am convinced his Majeſty 
will refuſe giving it the Sanction of the Royal Aſſent. 


Then 


there are 


ps, bear the Smell of 


—— —— —— ——  — 


i .@ a Gr 


1 es RG ! Al A . M [T 


fle of the Burthen that is t 


ſtructive to our Trade and Manufactures, 
Particulars ; they ought to ſhew what Trade or Manufacture 
was loſt or injured, during the 34 Years that the Tax conti- 
nued to be paid by the People of England; they ought to 
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Sir, 
] find ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, who have ſpoken upon zu 


the Aﬀair in hand, are quite miſtaken as to the Motion that 
If any new and unheard of Tax had been 
- ho 


ht ; 
and Grumblings among the 
3 but the Tax propoſed is no new T 
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ved without any Danger of overcharging 
or any Sort of Men. Every Man, I 
believe, that contributes towards the Land- Tax, is fully ſen- 


25 


thereby laid upon him; but who 
is it that ever was ſenſible of what he paid towards the Salt- 


Duty, or has felt any Eaſe ſince it was taken off? It is a 
Duty that is paid by ſuch a Multitude of People, that no 


ſingle Man can any way feel what he pays thereto, which 


ſhew what Manufactures have become cheaper, or what Sort 


of Tradeſmen's Wages have been lowered, ſince the aboliſhing 


of this Tax: If any one ſuch Effect could be made appear, 
I ſhould believe they had ſome Reaſon for what they fay z 
but when the contrary Facts appear to be true, I cannot join 
in Opinion with them. During the whole Time that this 


Tax continued, there never was any one Manufacture there- 
by loſt, our Trade never flouriſhed more than it did in that 
Courſe of Time; and ſince the Tax was taken off, we all 
know that no Trade or Manufacture has been thereby im- 
proved, nor have the Wages of one Workman in the King- | 


dom been diminiſhed ; the pretended fatal Conſequences of 
this Tax mult therefore be all imaginary. 

As this Tax upon Salt is one of the moſt equal and eaſy 
Taxes on the People, fo chere is not any one Tax can be: 


propoſed, 


Then Mr Horatio Walpole ſtood up, and faid, 8 
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propoſed, that may be raiſed with leſs Expence to the Pub. 
lick; The Method of raiſing it coſts but very little more 
than the raiſing of the Land-Tax will coſt ; and whatever 
Difference there may be is much more than attoned for, by 
the Juſtice and Equality of the Tax upon Salt, and by its 
ſo general, that it becomes altogether inſenſible; 


whereas the Land-TaZ is. one of the moſt unequal, and one | 


of the moit grievous upon thoſe who pay it, of any Tax 
that ever was raiſed in this Country. It is a Tax that is 
wholly charged upon a very few of the Inhabitants of this 


Iſland, who have ow ny 


ſent in, we cxnnet froely make the leaf Heſitation in 
them Relief from the Oppreſſions e in grep 
under, by laying on another Sort of Tax, which never was, 


be felt by any Man breathing : A Tax which 


the Benefit he receives, inſtead of a Tax, by which 
iged to contribute the whole of the Charge, 
ive but a hundredth Part of the Benefit. 
— Sir, been frightned with the Name 
of a General Exciſe, and with the Loſs of our Liberties ad 
Properties. As to the laſt, the Bugbear will vaniſh, if we 
but reflect upon the Great Men that were at the Helm of 


Affairs, when the Salt-Tax was firſt laid on. It was iu 
laid on in the Reign of the late King William, the 


Reſtorer of the Liberties and Properties of the Nation: In 
his Time it firſt had its Being, and was contrived and ad- 
viſed by a Sett of Miniſters, who will for ever be reſpetled 


| for their great Wiſdom, and whoſe Memories will for ever 


be facred, for the great Attachment they always ſhewed to 
for a General Exciſe, I never heard of any ſuch Deſign, I 
am ſure no Man that I know had ever any ſuch Thing in 
his Thoughts, nor can the Reviving of the Salt-Tax any 


way contribute to ſuch a Defign. I muſt ſay, that I think 


many of our Cuſtoms are heavy upon Trade, and very 
troubleſome to our Merchants ; and therefore, if ſome of 
the moſt grievous of them were turned into an Exciſe, it 
would be of great Advantage to the Nation, and might, [ 
believe, be eafily done, without ring in the leaſt our 


Conſtitution, or encroaching upon the Liberty or Property of 
the Subject: But as there is at preſent no ſuch Propoſal be- 
fore this Houſe, we have no Occaſion to take ſuch a Thing 


u 


into our immediate Conſideration. 


can 
ſo juit that every Man contributes to it in Proportion 


the Conſtitution and the Liberties of this Kingdom. A | 


— 


Sir, 


+ ] could tot indeed but ſuſpekt from the Manner of in- 


troducing this Motion, that ſomething very extraordinary 
was to follow. I find I am not diſappointed, for in my 


Opinion it is one of the molt extraordinary Motions, that 


ever was made in this Houſe. Under the ſpecious Pretence 
of giving an immediate E. ſe to the Landed Gentlemen, we 
are to revive a Tax, which will lie as heavy as the Land- 
Tax upon moſt of them, and which is not only deſtructive to 
the Trade, but inconſiſtent with the Liberties of this Nation. 
I agree moſt heartily with the Gentleman who made the Mo- 
tion, That many of our Landed Gentlemen have been. 
reduced to molt miſerable Circumſtances, by the heavy Bur- 
thens they have borne for ſo many Years: But their Miſery 


for 
is not to be aſcribed to the Land-Tax only, every one of our 


does this Neceſſity proceed? Why, from maintaining a greater 
Number of Land-Forces, and putting ves to much 
greater „ than we have in my Opinion any Occaſion 
for. It has always been the Caſe, it always will be the Cafe, 


Sir, that one wrong Meaſure mult for ever give Birth to ano- 


ther, that to a Third, and fo on till Publick Ruin becomes 
mevitable, if no Redreſs be offered in Time ; which never 
can be effetuated, but by altering the former wrong Mea- 


ſures, inſtead of ſupporting them by worſe. 


* I am ſorry, Sir, to find that we are reduced to this Ex- 


tremity, that we mutt either lay on a Land- Tax, which ſeems 


to be agreed by all to be heavier than the Landed Gentle- 
men of this Nation are able to bear, or otherways we mutt lay 
on a Tax, which in the Opinion of, I hope, the Majority of 
this Houſe, is of much more fatal Conſequence. How fatal, 
Sir, is this Neceflity ? Our Landed Gentlemen mult be ruined, 
or the whole Nation mutt be undone ! It is certain, Sir, that 
every Tax is an Evil, and an Evil that ought to be avoided, 
if poſſible ; the corrupt Nature of Mankind has made ſome 
Taxes for the Sapport of Society ; and we find to 
our Coſt, that Taxes, like other Evils, are fruitful in the 
ing of one another : But when we come to make a 
Choice between two Taxes, of the two Evils we certainly 
ought to chuſe that which is leaſt ; and ſince we have by 


our former Reſolutions made one of the Two, row under 
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which of the two is the leatt Evil. 

© I have, I hope, Sir, as deep a Senſe of the Miſeries and 
Sufferings of my Fellow-Countrymen as any Man in this 
and when I ipeak of charging Land in place of charging 


Salt, I am certain, and I believe every Man that knows me 


will tlunk, chat I ſpeak againſt my own private Intereſt ; 
and therefore I flatter myſel, that thoſe who hear me will 
think I am fincere in what I ſay. It is very true, Sir, that 
the Reducing of the Land-Tax would be a great Relief to 
the Landed Gentlemen, if it could be done without taking as 
much from them in another Way. The Land- Tax is in- 
deed a heavy Charge upon the Landholders of this Kingdom, 
but that is the only Evil attending it ; I cannot grant that 
it is ſo unequal as ſome Gentlemen have been pleaſed to re- 
preſent ; every Man ought to pay to the Publick Charge in 


Proportion to the Benefit he receives therefrom ; a poor Man, 


who has no Property, ought not certainly to be charged for 
the Defence of Property ; he has nothing but his Liberty to 
contend for, and for the Defence of that only he ought in 
Juſtice to be charged; whereas a Man, who has an Eſtate, 
has Property as well as Liberty to contend tor, and for the 
Defence of both he ought to be charged. Liberty may be 
equally dear to every Man, but ſurely he that has the largeſt 
Property, ought to contribute moſt to the Publick Expence. 
The heavy Weight that lies upon the Landholders, is 
I ſay, Sir, the only Evil attending the Land-Tax ; but in 
conſidering the Evils that neceſſarily attend a Tax upon Salt, 
the Land-Tax will upon the Compariſon be found to have 
many Advantages : One of the great Evils of a Salt-Tax, I 
may ſay the greateſt, becauſe it ftrikes at our Conſtitution, 
is the grrat Number of Officers which muſt be employed in 
collecting that ſmall Branch of the Revenue. Theſe Officers 
are all named by tze Crown, and being ſpread all over 
the Country, mutt have a great Influence in Elections: This, 
Sir, throws a greater Power into the Hands of the Crown, 


than is in my Opinion conſiſtent with the Liberties of this 


Nation. If it ever ſhall happen to be the Misfortune of this 
Nation, to have a Set of wicked Miniiters in the Admini- 
ſtration, and a Menak or an ambitious Prince upon the Throne, 
the great N uber of Officers, employed in collecting the 
Publick Revenue, muſt be of the moit dangerous Conſe- 
quence ts the very Being of our happy Conſtitution; and 
therefore we ought not, upon any Pretence whatſoever, to in- 
creiſe th. Number of thoſe Slaves of an Adminittration. 
As to tis Evil, the Land-Tax has by much the Advantage 
of the Salt- Tax; in the firtt there are few or no Oficers 
employed; but tae laſt will make an ITY ſeven 
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Hundred to the Number of Officers we had before. This Amos. Geo. K. 
Tax upon Salt is likewiſe a dangerous Precedent ; it is one —.— 
Step towards a General Fxcite ; from this, which is really 
' an Exciſe upon Salt, we may come to have an Exciſe laid 
upon every Thing we can either ent or drink. It would be 
dangerous to begin to raiſe even the 'Taxes we now pay, b 
the method (f Exciſe, both becauſe it would be a bad Pre- 
| cedent, and becauſe of the Uncertainty of the Produce : If 
| the Raiſing them by Exciſe ſhould produce leſs than they now 
do, they could not anſwer thoſe Payments for which they 
are appointed; and if it raiſed more, it might, conſidering 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt, throw more Money 
into the Hands of the Crown, than would be conſiſtent with 
the Freedom of tlie People. | 
| Another Advantage which the Land-Tax has over the 
| "Tax now propoſed, is, that the Raiſing of a Shilling in the 
Pound coſts but a meer Trifle, and is ſubject to no Frauds. 
The whole, I may fy, that is raiſed from the People, comes 
to the Uſe of the Vublick, and to the Benefit of the People ; 
but the Caſe is 8 as to the Tax upon Salt; it is 
impoſſible to raiſe the Salt- Duty without loying a great 
Number of Officers, they muſt all have Salaries, bende, the 
Perquiſites and Gratuities which always have been, and al- 
ways will be given to Men in ſuch Offices : The honeſt Part 
of Mankind can never get common Juſtice from them without 
paying the Perquiſite, and the fraudulent Part of the Nation 
will always purchaſe their Connivance by large Gratuities ; 
dus a very large Sum will be raiſed upon the People, and 
dut a ſmall Part thereof will ever come to the Uſe of the 
4 Publick, or to the Benefit of the Nation. This was former 
I h the Caſe of this Duty upon Salt; there was always a great 
I Difference betwixt the Groſs and Neat Produce thereof, and 
tere never was any Tax in this Country that gave ſo much 
Occaſion to Frauds and Perjuries; the Tax is ſo much above 
the proper Price of the Commodity upon which it is raiſed, 
that it always was, and always muſt be a great Temptation 
for People to perjure themſelves, and cheat the Publick. 

* I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear any Gentleman doubt of 
this Duty upon Salt being heavy upon Trade, and prejudicial 
to the Manufactures of the Nation. It is fo eaſy in this Caſe 
ta come to particular Inſtances, that I defy any Man to name 
one Trade or Manufacture that it is not prejudicial to: Can 
any Man ſuppoſe it does not enhance the Price of all Pro- 
| viſions? and by enhancing the Price of them it becomes a 

Charge upon every Manufacture in particular; but upon our 
Navigation it is inſupportable ; Every Ship that fails from 
this Kingdom muſt pay dearer for her Salt-Proviſions, or muſt 
zo to ſome other Place TE DS Do nn 
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Arno 5 Cen. 11. Sir, that many of our Merchant-Ships, for theſe ſeveral Years 
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11ſt paſt, have gone to Ireland to take in the Salt-Proviſions 
neceiſary for their intended Voyage ? If this Tax had been 


_ diſcontinued for any Number of Years, they would probably 


have returned to victual in our own Ports, as they always did 
before the laying on of this Tax upon Salt. Even the ſhort 
Time which it has been diſcontinued has ſhewn what a Diſad- 
vantage the reviving of it will be tothe Improvement of Land. 


Since the Tax was taken off, ſeveral Experiments have been 


made for the Improvement of Land by the Means of Salt, 
and they have all antwered to Admiration. The Revival of 
this Tax cannot therefore proceed from any Compaſſion for 
the Landed Gentlemen, ſince we thereby prevent the Im. 

t of their Lands ; and a very ſmall Improvement of 
the Rent of an Eſtate is worth a great deal more, than one 
Year's Land Tax, at a Shilling in the Pound, will amount to 


* But in the preſent Caſe, Sir, we not only the 

t of Land-Eftates. but we really take as much 

from almoſt every Landed Gentleman in another way, as he 
ſaves by the Diminution of the Land-Tax ; and at the fame 
Time we take ſo much from every one of his Tenants, as ta 
diſable them, or ſome of them at leaſt, from paying the fame 
Rent they formerly paid. In all well-regulated Countries great 


even upon a very large Eſtate. 


| Careis taken, that the poor Farmer ſhall not be overcharged. 


Where is there a more flouriſhing, or a better cultivated Spot 
of Ground in the World, than our neighbouring Country 
Flanders? Yet what Ravages, what Deſolations has that 
poor Country ſuffered by contending Armies? What is this 
to be afcribed to? certainly to that wiſe Policy of the Lande 
lords, eftabliſhed as a Law in that Country, that whenever 
any Farmer ſuffered any Loſs in his Farm, by the Incamp- 
ments or Depredations of an Army, he paid no Rent for that 
Year to his Landlord : By that he was enabled to ſupport the 
Loſs, and to repair the Damages for the Benefit of his Land- 
lord as well as himſelf. Do we not ſee the Effefts of a contrary 
Policy in Poland? There, the poor Tenants are racked and 
oppreſſed, and for that very reaſon one Half of that Country, 
which 1s naturally one of the moſt fertile in Europe, lies 
waſte and uncultivated. This will always be the Conſe- 
quence, when a Landlord charges his Tenant for the Sake of 
a ſmall Faſe to himſelf. 1 

We have already, Sir, fo many Taxes, fo many Impo- 
ſitions; the Price of every Thing is thereby ſo much enhan- 
ced, that none of our Manufactures can be fold in a Fore! 
Market fo cheap as the fame Sort of Manufactures are 
Þy our Neighbours. To this only the great Decay of our 
'I'rade is to — GET ROOT O00 1 RO 
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Advantages, it would have 
vp and gone: It would have 


by the ” Generation drfore us; 
Eyes open go on in the ſame Tr 
poſterity for a ſmall preſent Eaſe 
nnn i 
ly ſee that it muſt ach pony 
x allowed, that 500,000 |, Ar 
Space of two Years and a Half, 
Ache End of three Years we ſhall be 
Half a Year good in Hand, the Continuing 1 
| Years longer Ir 
dat that at the End of this three Years, 
much greater Neceſſity of raifing ſuch 
nary Means, than we are at z at 
how bt» te Gan, act ct ene ths 
Even the Landed Gentlemen, if they 

lnereſt, never will defire to be eaſed a to the Land-Tax, 
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Shillings in the Pound: This indeed would be a moſt grie- 
wus Tax, but let any Gentleman compute 


tan if he were to pay a Land-Tax of ten Shillngs in the 
Pound, and at leaſt to as much again upon the reſt of the 
People. This, Sir, E ES Coane 67 one 
preſent Method of Taxation. The is ſo 
the Advantages taken by the Merchant and R 
ere 

People never comes to the Uſe of the Publick ; and it is fo far, 
Sir, from being laid out or expended for the Benefit of the 
People, that it may ſome time or another be turned to- 
wards the enſlaving of them: From whence, Sir, I tan i 
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„ 35 
Anne 5. Geo. U. is as demonſtrable as any Propoſition in Fuclid, that if we 


actually paid a Land-Tax of ten Shillinge in the Pound, 
without paying any other Exciſes or Duties, our Liberties 
and our Properties would be much more tecure, and every 
Landed Gentleman might live at leaſt in as much Plenty, and 
might make a better Proviſion for his Family, than under our 

preſent Method of Tas ation. | 
© I ſhall conclude, Sir, with obſerving that as this Tax 
fall: moſt grievouſly upon the Poor, and as they are by far 
the Majority of the People, it muſt of conſequence raiſe a 
general Murmuring and Diſcontent againſt the Admizii(tra- 
tion: By this the Government, for their own Security, will 
be obliged to keep up a numerous Standing Army : This will 
be a new Ground of Complamt among the People ; and 
they will at laſt begin to think, that their Liberties 
and their Properties are really in Danger; and I hope the 
People of this Nation will always have Courage enough to 
diſpute ſo ſacred, fo valuable a Prize; but curſed mult they 
be whoſe Meaſures ſhall occaſion ſuch a Conteſt. 

Mr Dundatis ſpoke next, 
— 18 | | | 

We have heard a great deal of the Inequality of the Land- 
Tax, and great Complaints that, notwithſtanding its be- 
ing raiſed tor the Good of all, yet there were but a ſmall 
Part of tue Nation that contributed any Thing thereto : [ 
grant, Sir, that it is fo far uaequal ; but then as no Man 
contributes but he that has an Eſtate, it cannot be ſaid that 
It is inſupportable to any Man; and it muſt be allowed, that 
the Reſt of the Nation are quite free from that Bu: then: 
But this Tax upon Salt is as unequal as the other, tor there 


are a great many Gentlemen in this Nation, the greateſt Part 


of whoſe Eltates conſiſts in Salt Works, and by this Tax 
there will be at Jeatt one ſixth Part, I may fay one fourth 
Part, of theſe Eitates taken from them. The Inequality 


therefore is as great with reſpect to this Tax, as with reſpet 
to that upon Land ; but no Man, no Perſon im the Nation 


can be free from this Tax upon Salt, it muſt be burthenſome 
upon all, and inſupportable to a great many. I have the 
leſs Reaſon to be againſt the reviving of this Tax, becauſe, 
by the Articles of the Union, that Part of the Country 


which I come from is to be free therefrom, or at leaſt from 


the greateſt Part thereof: Nor can I think that the taking 
oft of a Tax, for one Year, which Scotland is by the Ar- 
ticles of the Union to be free from, and laying it on the very 
next Year, will ever afford a Pretence for the charging of 
the People of Scotland wich the Payment of ſuch a Tax ; 


for then it would be eaſy to ſubject them to all thoſe Taxes 


and Duties, which they are declared free from by the ar 
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tles of the Union. This, Sir, is my Opinion, but I ſhall An g. Geo. u. 
de very ſorry ever to ſee any Thing bronglit into this 
Houſe, that may poſſibly bring any one of the Articles of 
Union into Queſtion, or jo much as raiſe a Doubt about the 
Meaning and Intention of any one of them: Expianations 
in that Affair will always be dangerous, and every Man 
who withes well, either to his King or his Country, will en- 
deavour as much as he can to avoid coming to any ſuch. If 
there were no other Reaſon, Sir, for my being againit this 
upon Salt, this one is enough to me, that there appear 
to be ſeveral Gentlemen in this Houſe, who are of diffe- 
rent Sentiments from me, with reſpect to the Meaning and 
Intention of that Article of the Union, by which Scotland 
is declared free from the Duties then payable upon Salt. I 
hope all che Gentlemen of my own Country, at leaſt, are 
in this Point of the fame Sentiments with me, and conſe- 
quently as they have very little to do in the preſent Queſtion, 
| hope they will at leaſt withdraw, and not join in laying a 
Tax upon their Neighbours, which their own Country i not 
to bear an equal Share in. | 
— © Tt is well known how many Peas: and Periuries were 
| committed, during the Time that there was a Duty upon 
foreign Salt, and Drawbacks allow'd upon the E-:portanon 
of Fiſh cured therewith. How many Ships were ſent out 
| with Fiſh, pretended to be fo cured, which never carried 
any to a Foreign Market? Do not we know, that feme Ships 
have been enter'd, or at leaſt pretended to have been enter'd, 
and the Drawbacks for the Cargoes of ſuch pretended Ships 
have been not only allow'd, but paid, and yet it was after- 
wards diſcover'd, that no ſuch Ship was ever built ? One 
| Gentleman was obliged to fly his Country for ſuch Practices: 
Tis true that he afterwards gut a Pardon, and ſoon after, a 
Commiſſion in the Cuſtoms : How he came to deſerve * u 
Favour and ſuch Preferment is more than I can tell; bu. I 
m ſure no Man ever was, or will be deterred from being 
guilty of ſuch Crimes, by the Severity of the Puniſhment he 
met with. The Multitude of thoſe Frauds committed by 
the Exporters, or pretended Exporters of Fiſh cured with 
' foreign Salt, was fo great, that the Government was obliged. 
at laſt to take the Duty entirely off of foreign Salt; and eve- 
y Man was allowed to import Duty-free, as much as was 
neceſſary for curing all the Fiſh he exported to any foreign 
Market; and what was the Conſequence ? why, under this 
| Pretence of curing Fiſh for a foreign Market, a great deal of 
foreign Salt was imported publici:ly, and afterwards private], 
fold about the Country for all the Uſes in Liſe ; and it is 
well krown, the Proprietors of Salt-Works know it to their 
_ Colt, chat while the Duty continued upon home made Salt, 
there 


Aato g. Gee. IN. there was none of it ever made uſe of in many Parts of 
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Iſland. If this Tax be revived, the ſame Frauds 

renew d: and Frauds there will be, put it in w 
: If you revive the Duty on foreign Salt, t 
Frauds as to the Drawbacks ; if you revi 
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the | to In 
fign of making uſe of any ſuch Influence. I am convinced, 
he has no ſuch Deſign ; I firml 

much 


a ſincere Lover of the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, ought to 
ugree to any Meaſure, which is in its own Nature liable w 
be miſapprehended, and apt to raiſe Jealouſies and Fears 
We Sy ba! Bak.” Mr 
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. ceſlities 


„ 
Mr Dundaſs having done peaking, Sir Robert Walpole 


Though I had examin'd this Affair with the utmoſt Ac- 
curacy I was capable of : 'Though I was convinced that what 
| was to propoſe, was for the publick Good, and for the 
Relief of thoſe who have been long oppreiled ; ; yet I ex- 

ed that the Motion I was to make, would meet with 

tion, either from thoſe who have not ſo thoroughly con- 
ſider d this Matter, or from thoſe whoſe particular Intereſt 
or private Views lead them to be againſt it. However, this 
Difficulty and Trouble which I foreſaw I was to encounter, 
did not, nor ever ſhall deter me from offering to this Houſe 
what I take to be for the Good of my Country, and for 
the Relief of thoſe in Diſtreſs. All publick Aſſemblies muſt 


for ever be compoſed of Perſons, hw have different Ways of 


Thinking, different Intereſts, and different _ Every 
Tax that can be propoſed will be objected to by ſome of 
le who are to pay itz and the moſt unequal Tax E 
. 1 oſe who 
o The 
Houſe may afford us many Examples of Pe- 
titions preſented, and a vigorous Oppolition made, againſt 
Things that have in their own Nature appeared to 2 
werſal Benefit to Mankind. Thoſe who live by the 

of Ma Mankind, will fr ver oppoſe what propa 
for their Relief; from hence it is, that we always ſee great 
Oppoſition made to all Attempts for improving the Na- 
vigation of Rivers, or of waſte Lands and Commons ; we 


Anno ; Seo. I. 
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Sir R. Walpole. 


are therefore, Sir, never to conclude againſt the publick 
Benefit of any Propoſition, becauſe we fee it violently op- 


© Envy and Malice will often prompt Men to oppoſe what 


> xmas tov hols cas Hrs hn as well as for 
8 their Country. Every Man, I believe, even 


a private Station of Life, has Enemies; but thoſe who 
1 have always a great many. Thoſe 
who envy them, will always grudge them the Glory of do- 
ing any thing for the publick Good, and will endeavour to 
defeat, or to give a wrong Turn to whatever they propoſe 
for the Benefit of their Country, or for the Eaſe of the Peo- 
ple. I do not believe that any Gentleman in this Houſe op- 
poſes what I have moved for from any ſuch Motives. I am 


perſuaded that the Oppoſition made thereto proceeds entirely 


from their miſtaking the Caſe before us, and therefore I ſhall 
endeavour as much as I can, to remove thoſe Miſtakes, and 
ſhall think the Pains I am at well beftow'd, if I can there- 


Vat. II. 2 by 


1170) 
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of the People in its Favour. This is the natural and jutt 


ror he has been in. 

The Influence to be added to the Power of the Crown, 
by the Addition of ſuch a Number of Officers, as muſt be 
employ'd in the collecting of this Revenue, is, I find, a 


mighty Objection againſt the reviving of this Duty upon 


Salt. I am forry, Sir, to find that any Gentleman ſhould 
think ſo meanly of his Native Country. Our Liberties and 
our Properties would indeed be in the moſt imminent Danger, 
if an Addition of 4 or 500 Officers could add ſuch a terrible 
Influence to the Power of the Crown. But, Sir, we have 
the Experience of above 30 Years, to convince us of the 
Unreafonableneſ; of ſuch Apprehenſions; and during a great 
Part of this Time, the Crown had, befides this Number of 
Salt-Officers, a much more numerous Army than it has at 
ent 5 conſequently the Power of the Crown muſt have 
deen much greater than it can be made by what is now pro- 
poſed, and yet it was never found to be too great; but on 
the contrary, the Crown was always obliged to ſue for, and 
to ſubmit to the Inclinations of the People. While the 
Power of the Crown is properly apply'd, and made Uſe of 
only to defend the Liberties and Properties of the Subject, 
the Crown will always have the Inclinations of the Majority 


Influence which the Crown ought to have, and I hope it will 
never have any other in this Kingdom. We know that the 
Factious and Diſaffected have always exclaimed againſt the 
Number of Officers, and have alledged that the Diſappoint- 
ments they met with, in their Oppoſition to the moſt juſt and 
moſt reaſonable Meaſures propoſed by the Court, proceeded 
from the Influence of ſuch Officers; but it is evident, that 
the People of this Nation never could be brought by ſuch 
Influence, to do any thing that was inconſiſtent with their 
Liberties and Privileges: And as there is no greater Number 
of Officers now propoſed, than what was before employ'd 
when this Duty was ſubſiſting, it cannot be preſumed, that 
this Influence will now be greater than it has been in Times 

it. Do not therefore let imaginary Fears and vain Appre- 
deter us from giving a Relief to the moſt diſtreſſed 


Part of our Fellow-Subjetts. 


Another Bugbear raiſcd againſt this Duty on Salt is 
that it is a Sort of Exciſe, and may be a Precedent for in- 


troducing a General Exciſe. I am perſuaded that no Man 


ever thought of introducing a General Exciſe into this Country ; 
J can anſwer for myſelf that I never did; but becauſe there 
1s ſuch a Term as a General Exciſe, becauſe there may be 
ſuch a Thing in ſome Countries, ſhall we therefore admit of 
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ro particular Exciſe, nor any Duty upon any particular Com- Anno g. Geo. 11. 


more inconvenient and expenſive to the Merchant, than the 
raiſing them by way of Exciſe would be, I ſee no manner 
of Reaſon why we ſhould be frighten'd by theſe two Words, 
General Exciſe, from changing the Method of raiſing the 
Taxes we now pay, and chooſing that Method which is 
moſt convenient for the trading Part of the Nation. The 
laying of an Exciſe upon one Commodity, or upon one Sort of 
Proviſions, can no more be a Precedent for a General Exciſe, 
than my giving a poor Man half a Crown, can be a Prece- 


dent for my giving him my whole Eſtate. We find that the 


Method of raifing Taxes by way of Exciſe, is not abſo- 
lately inconſiſtent with Liberty; we find it is the Method by 
which molt of the "Taxes are raiſed in Holland; and their 
Method is reckon'd much more preferable to ours, by all 
thoſe who underſtand any Thing of Trade; yet no Man 
can ſay but that the Dutch are a free People, and are as 
jealous of their Liberties as any People ought in Reaſon 
to be. | 
There are at preſent no Thoughts of converting an 
Duty into an Exciſe ; bus if off as nll Pine of cue Colne 
were converted into Exciſes, I am perſuaded it would be be- 


| Judged by Parliament to be neceſſary for ſupporting the 
of his Majeſty's Civil-Liſt ; ſo that if by the Me- 
thod of Exciſe theſe Duties ſhould produce a little more, 
and it is not to be preſumed that they can produce a great 
deal more, they will only make up that Sum which the Par- 
lament have thought themſelves obliged in Juſtice to make 
good to his Majeſty. 
I muſt, ſay, Sir, I am ſurprized at the Propoſal that has 
been made for laying this whole Tax upon Salt made in 
Scotland; I am perſuaded the Gentlemen are not ſerious in 
what they propoſed ; I reckon it was made only to divert 
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Anno g. Geo. n. the Principal Queſtion, and to oblige the Gentlemen of that 
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ever, and therefore that Article of the Union relating 


Country to be againſt it, not becauſe they diſapprove of it 
in the main, but for fear their Country ſhould be, by an 
After-Reſolution, charget with a Duty which, by the Articles 


of the Union, they are declared free from for ever. The 


Salt- Duty, now propoſed to be revived, was granted at two 
e 
for 25. 4 d. per Buſhel. At the Time of making the Union, 
the Scots Commiſſioners were willing that their Country 
ſnould after a certain Term of Years be ſubject to the 13. 
per Buſhel ; but they declared that their People could not 
oſfibly afford to pay the additional 2 s. and 4 d; and there. 
Nove ahery infiied vpme cheie haing foe fin it for ever, wich 
on our Side was agreed to. The Act of the gth and 1 oth of 
King William had impoſed this Duty of 2 s. and 8 

to thi 
Duty upon Salt was drawn up in theſe Terms : © That the 
* Scots ſhould be exempted, for ſeven Years, from all Duties 
© whatever on home-made Salt, after which they were to 


© the Duties levied in England, with this Exception, and in 


© theſe expreſs Words, That Scotland ſhall, after the ſaid 


* ſeven Years, remain exempted from the Duty of 2 8. 4d. 


« impoſed on home-made Salt, by an Act made in England in 


by the Article of Union referring to that Act, the Scots 

for ever to be free from that Duty? Shall we be fo unjuſt, 
ſhall we be ſo ungenerous, as to make uſe of a down-right 
Quirk in Law to ſubject thoſe People to a Duty, which by 
the Agreement between us, they are for ever to be free 
from? This was the expreſs Stipulation between 
Nations at the Time the Union was made. How captious 
then muſt it be to ſay, that the Exemption can only bear a 
Relation to the Duty impoſed by that Act, and cannot be 
claimed with reſpect to the ſame Duty now to be impoſed by 
a new Act? If ſuch a Pretence were to be admitted, if taking 
off any Duty impoſed by former Acts, under which the Peo- 
ple of Scotiand were intitled to an Exemption, and laying on 
the ſame Duty again by a new AR, were admitted of as an 
Avoidance of their Claim of Exemption, of what Force can 
any ſuch Article of Agreement be? Have we it not in our 
Power at this rate to defeat every Exemption, which the Scots 
are intitled to by the Union? For it is but repealing that 
Act under which they claim an Exemption, and then in a 


| Year or two afterwards impoſing the fame Duty by a new 


Aft. Thus the Scots might be at once ſubjected to thoſe 


_ 
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Duties which they are not able, which they ought not to Anno g. Ceo. te, 
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bear. But would it be fair, would it be candid in us to make 

uſe of ſuch a Subterfuge, againſt a Nation that has truſted 

ſo much to our Honour? | 
« This Tax cannot therefore be faid to be 


to pay, and 


nor does it ſignify whether the Share they pay be ſent up 


here or not: They have an equal Right to be protected and 
defended ; the ing and defending the People of that 


at the 
can be no Object 
thereof ariſing in Scotland is 
w the anſwering of ſuch a Purpoſe. Nor is this Tax unequal, 
becauſe of the Loſs that the Proprietors of Salt-Works mzy 


ſuſtain, for none of their Eſtates can be thereby diminiſhed. ' 
The Tax is not paid by the Maker, or by the Seller, but by 
the Conſumer ; and the Charge comes to ſuch a Trifle upon 


uſe of leſs. | 

The great Charge of raifing this Tax, has been made 
uſe of as a weighty Argument againſt it ; but when we come 
to make a Compariſon between this and the Land- Tax, the 
Difference will be found to be but inconſiderable. If proper 
Allowances are made, it will be found that the raiſing of this 
Tax upon Salt will not coſt the Government above 22,0001. 
per Annum. The Land Tax we know coſts the Publick, by 
Parliamentary Allowance and other neceſſary Charges of 
Management, at leaſt 13,500 I. per Aurum ; beſides this, 
there is an Office kept in Commiſſioa on purpoſe for ſuper- 
meending it, which coſts above 4000 I. per Arnum more; 
ſo that the Land- Tax really coſts the Publick about 18,0001. 


per Anu. Thus the Difference between the Charge of 


raiſing 
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Arno 5. Gro, U. raiſing the Salt Tax, and that of raiſing the Land-Tax appear: 
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at laſt to be but 4000 l. per Annum, which is not Half a Far. 
thing in a Year to every Perſon that is to contribute there- 
unto. Shall we then for the Sake of ſaving this 4000 l. a 


Year to this Nation in general, or this Half-Farthing to 


every particular Perſon ; ſhall we, I ſay, for this Reaſon con- 
tinue to oppreſs the Landed contrary to all E. 


quity and Juſtice, and refuſe to approve of a Meaſure by 
which they are to be relieved, without throwing any ſenſible 


Charge upon any one Man in the Nation ? If the Difference 
were much higher than what it is, is it not with reſpe& to 
the Nation in general amply repaid by this, that in continu- 
ing the Land-Tax at Two Shillings in the Pound, the Na- 
tion is obliged to raiſe the whole Sum wanted within one 
Year ? whereas if the Land-Tax is put at One Shilling in the 
Pound, and the Salt-Tax laid on inſtead of the other Shil- 
ling, the Nation has three Years to raiſe that Sum, which 


otherways is to be raiſed in one. Every Man in common 


Life, would rather chuſe to have three Years for the Pay- 
ment of a Debt, than to be obliged to pay it in one: Every 
Man would be glad to pay ſomething for ſuch an Indulgence, 
and a great deal more in Proportion, than the Difference of 
the Charge in raiſing thoſe two Taxes can ever amount to. 


© The great Difference, that always appeared between the 


groſs and nett Produce of this Duty, has been made uſe of 


as an Argument to ſhew the great Charge of collecting this 


Revenue, and to convince us that there was always a great 
deal more raiſed from the People, than ever came to the 
Benefit of the Publick ; but this Argument will quite vaniſh 
when the Matter is ſet in a clear Light; it will then 

that thoſe Gentlemen are in a very great Miſtake : They 
have always called that the groſs Produce, which never was 
any thing but the groſs Charge ; theſe are two Things of a 
very different Nature, and therefore they never ought to be 
confounded by thoſe, who have a mind to form a right Judg- 
ment about any Branch of the Revenue. We know that 
while this Duty was ſubſiſting, the groſs Charge was gene- 
rally reckoned, Comminib:s Annis, at about 470,0001. per 
Aunum, but then there were a great many Articles charged 


to this Branch, which never were really produced or paid 


to it, and conſequently they never can be reckoned any Part 
of its groſs Produce. I ſhall take Notice of the moſt con- 


fiderable of thoſe Articles, which were charged and brought 


to the general Account of this Branch, without ever being 
produced or paid by any one Perſon, and therefore it is cer- 
tan that they never could be looked on as a Charge or Bur- 
then upon the Subjects of this Nation. _ 
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In former Times, while this Duty was ſubſiſting, we Anne $. Ceo. th, 
know that all Salt was charged with Duties when fold and — — N 


of 3 2 A 

for ſo many Buſhels of Rock-Salt, for which the Duty had 
deen charged, as he had melted down and made uſe of in 
making White Salt. This Article generally amounted to 
about 36,0001. per Aunum, and is to be deducted from the 


IIC is well known that the whole Sums, payable for Duties, 
were always charged in the Books of the Office ; and yet 
there was always a Diſcount for Prompt-Payment allowed, 
which amounted to about 20,000 1. yearly ; and beſides this, 
there was another Allowance for Waſte on Salt carried Coaſt- 
wiſe, which one Year with another came to 11,000 l. 
Anmum. There was likewiſe an Allowance for Salt loſt at 
dea, and an Allowance or a Drawback upon Salt-Beef and 
Pork exported, both which amounted to 1650 J. per Annum. 
0 All theſe Sums added together amounted to 239,650 /. and 
| + they never were raiſed upon the Subject, alam 
always 


1731-32. 


{ 184 ) 


anne g. Geo. H. always returned, therefore they mult all be deducted from the 


Grois Charge, and the remaining Sum only, being 230, 3501. 
is to be reckoned the Groſs Produce. From which if we de. 


duct the Charges of Management, viz. 25,000 1. there re. 


mains 205, 3 50 l. which is the Nett Produce. And if from 
this we deduct the Bounties paid annually to the Exporters of 
Fiſh, and which muſt be paid whether we revive this Tax or 


not, theſe Bounties pn, gry the Sum of 19,0001. 
the remaining Sum will then be the Nett Sum to be paid into 


| the Exchequer, viz. 186,3501. on the Credit of which 


500,000 I. is now propoſed to be raiſed. 


By this ſhort Abſtract of the Account, it will, I think, 


Sir, moſt evidently appear, that there is nothing in that 
Argument ſo much inſiſted on, that there is a great deal 
more raiſed upon the People than ever can come to the 
Benefit of the Publick. There is no evading of Facts, and 
upon the moſt exact Examination of them it appears, 
every Shilling that is actually raiſed from the People, 
to the Uſe of the Publick, except this Sum of 25,000 

ue. 


num, allowed for the is Reven 

even this 25,0001. is all to be given to our own People; 
many Families may be thereby maintained who would other- 
wiſe be a Burthen u ir Country; and thus the greateſt 


Part even of that Sum war? ode wg ain 
in general, and may therefore be properly ſaid to come to 
the Benefit of the Publick. 

Great Complaints have been made, and a great Clamour 
raiſed, that this Tax will always give great Occaſion to 
Frauds and Perjuries. I am perſuaded, Sir, that no Exciſe 
whatever is attended with fewer Frauds in the Management 
than this Tax now under our Conſideration. What is gene 
rally preſumed to give Occaſion to Frauds and Perjuries in 
all Methods of Taxation, is, when great Sums of Money ae 
to be paid by the Subject, and returned to them again upon 
certain Events. Let any Man but examine the Articles of 


the Groſs Charge of this Revenue, he will find, that there i 


yo Money paid and returned. In all thoſe Articles by which 
the Groſs Amount is made to exceed the Groſs Produce, the 
Accounts of the Office are carried on by way of Debtor and 
Creditor ; there is hardly ever any Money paid by the Sub- 
ject, that is to be returned either to him or to any other upon 
any Event whatſoever; we muſt therefore conclude, that in 
the Method by which this Tax was formerly, and is 
again propoſed to be raiſed, there can be ing to tempt 
the Avarice, or to encourage the Frauds of Knaviſh Dealer. 
* I ſhall now, Sir, examine ſome of thoſe particular Ob 


jections that have been made to this Tax. The only one 


that I think has any Appearance of Reaſon in it, 5, _ 
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with reſpect to the Navigation of Great Britain, it is pre- 
tended that it will be a great Burthen upon the victualling of 


our Ships: But unluckily it happens, that the Navigation of 


Great Britain never flouriſhed more than it did under the 
Payment of this Tax. In a Courſe of Five and Thirty Years 
that this Tax continued, it cannot be ſaid, that ever our 
Shipping or our Navigation ſuffered in the leaſt; on the con- 
trary, there is not, I believe, any ſuch Term in all our Hiſ- 
tory, in which the Number of our Seamen, and the Number 


| and Tonnage of our Ships encreaſed ſo much as it did in 


that Time. 'This is of itſelf a clear Proof that thi: Tax 
can be no Diſcouragement to our Navigation. But in Fact 
it is plain, that the additional Expence occaſioned by this 
Duty is ſuch a meer Trifle, that it never can be any Bur- 
then; by Accounts from the Wictualling-Office it appears, 
that the Charge for 10,000 Men in the Service of his Ma- 
jelty's Navy, was at a Medium but 2,600 I. per Annum ex- 
traordinary Expence, occaſioned by the Duty on Salt, which 
is no more than five Shillings per Man; ſo that if we reckon 


| 30,000 Men employed in the Navigation carried on by the 


Merchants of Great Britain, the Duty on the whole Con- 
ſumption of Salt in that Service will not exceed 7,8001. per 
Annum, and ſurely no Man will imagine this to be a grievous 
and an inſupportable Load upon the whole Navigation of 
Great Britain. But thoſe that know any Thing of the Mer- 
chant Service can teſtify, that Salt-Proviſions are not the 
only Victualling made ule of in that Service. Their Ships 
are often in ſome Port or another, and then the Sailors live 
moſtly upon freſh Provifions ; even when they are at Sea, 
it is well known that the greateſt Part of their Food conſiſts 
of dried Fiſh, freſh Fiſh catched at Sea, Flower, Rice, and 
other ſuch Proviſions. Aboard of Merchant Ships they never 
conſume near ſo much Salt-Proviſions, in proportion to the 
Number of their Hands, as they do aboard any of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships of War. And our Merchant-Ships which trade 
to Ireland or to the Plantations, generally take in-their 
Salt-Proviſions in one of thoſe two Places, becauſe of the 


Cheapneſs of Meat in thoſe Countries ; ſo that the Expence 


brought upon our Navigation by this Tax, eſpecially in the 
Merchant Service, will at laſt be reduced to ſuch a Trifle, that 
it will become altogether inſenſible. And as to the Exporta- 


tion of Salt-Proviſions this Duty can never be any Diſcou- 


ragement to ſuch a Trade, becauſe the Exporters are allowed 
a Drawback in Lieu of the Duty they have paid. 


If Salt be of ſo great a Benefit as has been repreſented 


in the Manuring of Lands, it is certain that foul Salt may 
do as well for that Purpoſe as any othgr Salt whatever, 
and any Quantity of ſuch Salt may be had is for carrying 

Vol. II. | A a it 
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1 
Arno e. Geo. u. it off from the Pits ; no Duty was ever paid or charged for 
uch Salt; the Perſon who took it away to manure his Land, 
having an Officer with him, was always intitled to uſe it 
Duty free; if the Tax be revived it will ſtill be the fame, 
and conſequently the Duty can never be a Hindrance to the 
Improvement of our Lands, fince the only Salt that is | 
for that Purpoſe is always to be had Duty free. as to 


ä , ad a to a 


the Duty cannot fall heavily upon them. If upon 
tion it be found, that the Duty coſts but Five 
Head at Sea, it cannot colt above half that Sum at 
even if we were to ſuppoſe that there are as much Salt- 
viſions made Uſe of at Land as at Sea; becauſe we know 
there is not half the Quantity of Salt made uſe of in 
Proviſions for the Land, as in curing Provi for the Sea- 
Service : But we know _ OO ny half the Year, 
the Country P live entirely upon the Produce of the 
4 and even for the other Half of the 
| Year, they live more upon Cabbage, Roots, and ſuch Thi 
than upon Sal: Meat, conſequently we cannot reckon that thi 
Duty will ſtand the Farmer in above one Shilling a 
for thoſe Perſons that live in his Family. It is indeed im- 
AA much; 5 
t the whole People of England amount to at i 

Millions of Perſons ; every one of whom contributes his 
Share to this Duty; if then, Sir, the Sum raiſed which is 
230,350 |. be diſtributed among Eight Millions of Perſons, 

it will not amount to 7d. a Man; and if from thence 
we deduct the 19,0001. which the People of England are 
obliged to pay, whether this Tax be revived or not, we muſt 
conclude that no Perſon in contributes more than 
6d. thereto, for his own perſonal Conſumption. He that 
keeps a great many Perſons in his Family, muſt indeed pay 
for each of them, but I 
good Eſtate or a good Trade, and conſequently may very 
fo ie this, Sir, is the __ | 
Salt-Tax, that every Man is thereby obliged to contribute to | 
the Publick Charge, according to his Condition in Life. For | 
I think no Man will fay but that he who has a good Trade, | 
or a great deal of Money out at Intereſt, ought to contribute | 
as much to the D*.fence of Property, as he that has a Land- 
Eſtate that brings no greater Yearly Revenue. 

+ I hope, Sir have now made it appear to oo 


W * 
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as ef es dis ie dice we thee ts Be | 
Burthen upon the People of England, c: upon any Part of 
them ; that it can be no Hindrance to the Improvement of 
our Land Eſtates, nor any Prejudice to our Trade or Navi- 


Ration; and it is, I may fay, ſelf-evident, that it is a more 


a more equal, and a better proportioned Tax, than 
any that is raiſed, or can be contrived to be raiſed upon the 
People of this Nation. The Land-Tax upon the other hand 
is the moſt unequal, the moit grievous, and the moſt oppreſ- 


|| five Tax that ever was raiſed in this Country; it is a Tax 
| which never ought to be raiſed but in Times of the molt 


of the People that contribute to the Publick — and 
even among thoſe few there will always be a great 
as to the Value that is put upon 
very ſenſible of in England ; there are ſome Landed Gentle- 
men that pay a Land- Tax equal to the full Value of their 
Eſtates, while others do not pay equal to a third Part of the 
real Value z and generally thoſe Gentlemen, who ſuffer moſt 
by this Partiality, are thoſe whoſe Anceſtors were a Sort of 
Knight-Errants for the Revolution. They gloried in that 


Juſtice, obliged to pay their equal Share for the Support of 


ſo glorious a Cauſe, in proportion to the real Value of the 


Efates they poſſeſſed ; and therefore they gave them in at 
the full Value. This was Juſtice, this was a laudable Zeal for 
the 
of the People 
27225 as they always will be the Sufferers by every 
Land- Tax, ought not the Merit the honeſt Zeal of their 
Forefathers to plead ſtrongly for their Relief, at leaſt with all 
— Fils cor, t happy Eſtabliſhment ? 
To pretend, Sir, that taking off a Shilling in the 
Pound of the Loon ad raiſing the Salt-Tax in the 
man tel, will bs np as ts alk, or > any of the 


Partiality 
Men Eſtates. This we are 


happy Event, they thought themſelves, in Honour and 


s of the Nation, and for the Liberties and Privi- 
z but their Poſterity ſuffer'd ſeverely for 


is no mo g. Geo. H. 
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Anne c. Geo. Il. tool. a Year in Land. if his Eſtate be rated at the full Value, 
1731-12 | ſaves 5 l. a Year by the Abatement of 18. in the Land- Tax: 
| Let us ſee if it be poſſible that this can again be drawn from 


him by the Salt-Duty. I believe it will eaſily be granted me, 
that no Man, of 100 l. a Year and no more, Land- : 
without any other Buſineſs keeps Sixteen in Family ; but ſup- 
poſing he does, yet at 6d. a Head the Salt-Duty cannot 
amount to more in the whole three Years than 24s. How 
then is it poſſible to pretend that this is not a Relief to ſuch a 
Gentleman? To pay but 24s. in three Years, and at a thou- 
ſand, I may ſay, different Payments, is ſurely better, and 
much leſs grievous, than to be obliged to pay 5 l. in one 
Year, and at molt at two Payments. But ſuppoſe that ſuch 
a Man's Eſtate is rated at the lowelt Value, that any Lands 
in England are preſumed to be rated at ; ſuppoſe ſuch an 
Eſtate to be rated but at one third of the full Value, yet ſtill 
by an Abatement of 1 s. in the Pound Land-Tax, he faves 
above 33 s. and therefore ſuch an Abatement mutt be a Re- 
lief even to ſuch a Man, of at leaſt 9 s. beſides the Advan- 
tage he has of having a much longer Time to pay a leſs Sum. 
Thus we fee that what is now propoſed mult be a very great 
Relief to thoſe, who are oppreſſed with Mortgages and Rent- 
Charges, and muſt be ſome Relief to every Landed Gentle- 
man in the Kingdom, who has nothing but the Rents of his 
Eſtate to depend upon, for the Support of his Family, and 
providing for his Children. | 
* If there were any Danger, Sir, that the reviving of this 
Tax would occaſion Murmurings among the People, I ſhould 
be as much againſt it as any Man in this Houſe ; but the 
Tax is in its own Nature fo equal, and paid by ſuch a vaſt 
Multitude of People, and at ſo many different Payments, 
that it becomes quite inſenſible to every particular Man. We 
know by Experience, that during the long Time it was paid 
by the People, it never occaſioned the leaſt Uneaſineſs, and 
we find that the Remiſſion of it gave no Eaſe ; it occaſioned 
no Joy among the People, nor were there any good Effects 
of it telt, either as to the lowering the Price of Goods or 
Proviſions at Market, as to the raiſing the Value of Lands, 
or as to the reducing the Wages commonly given to Jour- 
neymen and Day-Labourers. "Thoſe therefore who have a 
Regard to the Intereſt of his Majeſty, or to the Eaſe and 
Quiet of the Kingdom, cannot make the leaſt Scruple in 
preferring a Tax that is felt by no Man, to a Tax that is 
inſupportable to a great many of thoſe that are obliged to 
contribute thereto. Such a Meaſure can breed no new Ene- 
mies to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, but muſt convert a 
great many of the old, and inſure the Affections of the moſt 
conſiderable Part of his Majeſty's Subjects. 


In 
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In this, Sir, as well as in all the other Motions, which Anne g. Cee. K. 
| have ever had the Honour to make to this Houſe, I have — 
always acted according to my own Judgment for the Good of 
my Country, and therefore, Sir, have no Reaſon to be 
atraid of the Curſes and Imprecations of any Man. I do 
not think it altogether Parliamentary to uſe any ſuch Ex- 
preſſions in this Houſe ; every Man ought in common Chari- 
ty to be preſumed to act according to what he thinks beſt, 
| and moſt conducive to the Intereſt and Happineſs of his 
| Country. I have always done fo, and while I continue to 
do ſo, I ſhall deſpiſe any Outcries that may be groundleſly 
| raiſed againſt me, or againſt any Meaſure I propoſe. | 
| To conclude, Sir, the only Thing I had in View was, 
do propoſe what I thought the moſt ealy and the moſt con- 
renient Method of relieving the Landed-Gentlemen, in Part 
at leaſt of that Tax which has ſo long lain heavy upon them, 
and upon them only; I 1, Gentleman 
in this Houſe will agree with me in this, that a Land- Tax, 
even of two Shillings in the Pound is a moſt grievo 


us Tax 
upon all the Landed-Gentlemen in the Kingdom, more eſpe- 
cally upon thoſe, whoſe Eſtates are charged with heavy Mort- 
gages or large Annuities; and I think I have clearly ſhewn, 
that the Duty upon Salt is no way inconſiſtent with our Con- 
ſtitution, is no way burthenſome either upon our Navi- 
gation or our Trade, and I am ſure it cannot with any Ap- 
pearance of Reaſon be ſaid to be grievous upon any parti- 
cular Man, or upon any Set of Men within the Dominions 
of Great-Britain. Let us then, for God's Sake, Gentle- 
men, have ſome Conſideration for the Freeholders, who have 
ſuffered ſo much for many Years ; let us have ſome Com- 
paſſion for thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe Eſtates are deeply charged 
with Mortgages and Annuities, occaſioned by the heavy 
Land-'Taxes which their Forefathers have been obliged to 
pay. It is but reaſonable that the Creditor ſhould contri- 
bute to the publick Expence as well as his Debtor ; and the 
moſt proper Method for effectuating ſo juſt a Deſign is, in 
my Opinion, the reviving the Duty upon Salt. If any Gen- 
tleman can propoſe a better, I ſhall moſt heartily join with 
him, and whoever thinks he cannot, will, I hope, agree to 


what I have propoſed. F 
Then Mr Pulteney replied as follows: Mic W. Pulteney, 
Sir, | 


* From what his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to tell us 
| from the Throne at hy Beginning of this Seſſion, I did in- 
| deed expect, I believe the whole People of England with me 
did expect, that we were to receive ſome Eaſe as to our 
Taxes ; ſome real, ſome effectual Eaſe was expected, and 
— * with Reaſon expected. How are theſe Expectations 


of 
— 


hifi © the poor People to be anſwer'd ? By the Propoſi 
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tion now 


= made, a Part, by much the greateſt Part of them, are to be 


ſubjected to a new Tax, and the remaining Part are to be 
indeed free of a Part of an old Tax, but inſicad thereof 
they are to pay a new Tax, which will be equally griecous 
to molt of them, at the ſame Lime that it is grievous to 
other Perſon in the Nation. 'This, Sir, 1s the Relief 
that the People of England are, by the Propoſition now n:ade, 
to meet with from the Eſtabliſhment of a profound Tranqui- 
lity both Abroad and at Home. 7 OO 
© Every Gentleman in this Houſe muſt remember, how 
this Tax upon Salt came to be taken off. Only two Year 
ago his Majeity was pleaſed to open the Seſſion with a moſt 
gracious Speech, in which he expreſſed a compaſſionate Con- 
cern for the Hardſhips of the poor Artificers and Manufac. 
turers ; from whence we mult conclude, that his Mijeſly's 


Opinion then was, that that Sort of People I. boured under 


the greateſt Hardſhips, and were the firſt who ought to be 
relieved. The Circumſtances of the Nation are not much 
altered ſince that Time; the Landed Gentlemen are not, [ 
hope, grown very much poorer, or leſs able to bear Bur- 
thens ; the poor Artificers and Manufacturers, are not, I am 
ſure, grown richer ; and therefore I mutt think, that his Ma- 
jeſty has not alter'd his Qpinion, whatever ſome Gentlemen 
in this Houſe may have done: It is certain ſome of them 
have, becauſe at that Time there was not ſo much as 
one Man in this Houſe, that differed in Opinion from his Ma- 
jeſty. Every Man agreed that the poor Artificers and Ma- 
nufacturers were the firſt, who ought to meet with Relief 
from the happy Situation of our Affairs; the only Difference 
was as to the Manner of giving them Relief, and even that 
did not bear a Queſtion ; this Tax upon Salt was then 
thought ſo grievous upon the Trade, the Manufactures, and 
the Poor of this Nation, that it was given up even by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who has now made the Mo- 
tion for reviving it. I wiſh he had given us ſome Reaſon 

for his being now of a different Opinion, from what he was 
of at that Time; for it muſt proceed from ſome Fact, or 
from ſome Circumſtance that has either ha fince that 


Time, or is ſoon to happen. If he foreſees any extraord - 


nary Event, I wiſh he had been ſo good as to communicate 
it; for my own part, I can ſee none that can poſſibly induce 
me to change my Opinion; but on the contrary, J foreſee 
many for confirming me in the fame Sentiments I was then 
of; and which I think ought to confirm every Man who con- 
fiders the uences of Things, and has a Re- 
ide donna bear and the Happineſs of 
oſterity, ä 
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I am very ready to believe, that 
the juſteſt Motive, and from a fincere and 
the Intereſt of his Country, and for the ineſs 'of hi 
Fellow-Subje&ts ; but as the true Motives of a Man's acting 
or ſpeaking cannot be with any Certainty diſcovered by ano- 
ther, therefore we are to regard only what he does or ſays. 
A Man may act honeſtly, may argue juſtly from very bad 
Motives ; and on the other Hand we know, that many wrong 
Actions and fooliſh Arguments have from Motives, 


Man acts from 


Anno 5. 


that were in themſelves generous a m Let us then in 


Charity believe, that whoever differs us is in a Miſtake, 
and that whoever agrees with us, acts from the ſame good 
Motives we do ourſelves ; then we ſhall examine each 
other's Arguments with Candour ; then is Truth moſt likely 


* Let us not confound the Matter in Hand, and believe 
Queſtion now before us, is, whether or no a Rellef 
ought to be granted to the Landed Intereſt : That is no way 
at preſent the Queſtion in Debate. By the Reſolutions of 
this Houſe upon the Supply, there is 500,000 |. to be raiſed 
for the Current Service of the Year ; the raiſing of this Sum 
vue have already made neceſſary ; our Reſolution is not to 


' be recalled. We are now in a Committee of Ways and 


Means, and the only Queſtion before us, is, whether we are 
do raiſe this Sum of 500,0001. by lay ing a Shilling upon 
and, or by revivi Duty upon Salt. Neither of them 
can be a Relief to the Landed Gentlemen ; upon the contra- 
ry both muſt be burthenſome to them. But the one or the 
other we have made neceſſary, and therefore the only Que- 
ſtion now before us is, by which of theſe Ways we ſhall 
raiſe this 500,000 l. 


= 


This being then the true State of the Queſtion, we are 


to conſider which of theſe Methods will be moſt convenient 
for the Nation in general, and that we are to chooſe without 
any Reſpect to who is, or who is not to contribute thereto ; 


we are never to do any Injury to our Country for the 


fake of any private Man, or of any particular Set of Men. 
The Thoughts of raiſing a General Exciſe, I find, have been 
diſclaimed by every Gentleman, who has ſpoke in this De- 
bate; I hope this Nation will never be in ſuch ſlaviſh Cir- 
cumſtances, as that any Man dare openly avow ſuch a De- 
ſign ; but I wiſh that every Gentleman that has talked upon 
this Subject, had explained to us what he meant by a Gene- 
ral Exciſe ; for if any Gentleman thereby means, that the 
People are to pay Exciſes upon every Thing they uſe either 
for Food or Raiment, he will find that there is no ſuch 
General Exciſe in the molt arbitrary, the moſt flaviſh Coun- 


&y upon Earth. I believe there is no Country under 14 
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Anno 5. Geo. u. Sun, where the People pay an Exciſe for the Water t! 
i:3"3> drink, and yet in ſome Countries it will be allowed that 
| there are ſuch Things as General Exciſes. I therefore take it, 


that the proper Meaning of a General Exciſe relates not to 
the Things upon which it is raiſed, but to the Perſons from 
whom ; and every Exciſe is a General Exciſe, if the whole 
Body of the People, the Poor, the Needy, the moſt Wretch- 
ed, are obliged to contribute thereto. If this be the Mean- 
ing of a General Exciſe, the Exciſe now propoſed to be raif- 
ed upon the People of this Nation, is as General as any one 
that can be, or ever was invented under the moſt abſolute 
Tyranny. And if this be granted, and tamely ſubmitted to 
by the People, it may be an Encouragement to ambitious 
and wicked Miniſters in future Times, to proceed a Step 
farther, and lay another Exciſe upon ſome other Commo- 
dity uſed by the Generality of the People ; that again will 
give Encouragement to a third Attempt, and fo on, till at 
laſt the People of this Country be ſubjected, as well as 
ſome of our Neighbours, to a General Exciſe in the mot 
extenſive Senſe ; that is, an Exciſe upon every Perſon, and 
upon almoſt every Thing, that can be converted to the Uſe 
of Man. | 
Such a General Exciſe was never eſtabliſſi d at once in 
any Country, it has every where been introduced by De- 
grees ; and in all the Countries where ſuch an Exciſe has 
been eſtabliſhed, we may generally obſerve, that the fir 
Step made towards it was, the introducing this very Exciſe 
now propoſed to be laid upon the People of this Nation. 
When we were involved in a heavy and expenſive War, 
when we were fighting for every Thing that was near and 
dear to us, when our Land Tax was at four Shillings in the 
Pound, when every Thing we could think of was loaded 
with Duties and Cuſtoms, it was then a Sort of Neceſſity upon 
us to ſubmit to ſuch an Exciſe ; but if we agree to it now, 
during a Time of profound Peace, and when no Neceſſity 
calls for our Submiſſion, will it not then be a Precedent for 
every Exciſe that in future 'Times may or can be invented? 
And a few more E:cgifes would, I fear, render our Liberties 
precarious, and entirely dependent upon the Good-Will and 
Pleaſure of thoſe, who ſhall happen to be intruſted with the 
chief Power of collecting the Publick Revenue. The giving 
a Man half a Crown is indeed no Precedent for my giving 
bun my whole Eſtate ; but if I repeat my Generoſity too 
often, and continue it too long, I may happen to put it in his 
Power to take the Reſidue from me, whether J will or no, 
and in ſuch Caſe, I am afraid, it would be too late to 
that the one is no Precedent for the other ; for if by my 
Sumplicity I reduce myſelf to ſuch Circumſtances, I mult ſub- 


( 193 
mit to whatever he may be ne to call a good Precedent. —— 
I no Project will ever t on Foot, for converting an — 
wp preſent Taxes or Cuſtoms into Exciſes ; bt Tee g 
ſuch a Project be ſet on Foot, I ſhall then, | believe, be able 
to ſhew, that no Dutch Cuſtom can in that ReſpeR be a 
Rule for us. The Nature of their Government, the 
tion and Condition of their Country, and the Nature 
| > Cnr cane) on hy hom is ſo vaſtly different 
| From ours, that what may be ſafe and eaſy in one Country, 
may be grievous to the People, and inconſiſtent with the 
. | 
« Tam very far from thinking, that four or five hundred 
Officers at the Diſpoſal of the Crown, can at any Time be 
n * WOE, of bv 
the Liberties of the ITT: ; but I 328 
my 
am jealous of ſuch a N 


[ think meanly of declare that L 
added to a vaſt Multitude of Tax-Ga atherers we 


21 
* eight 


hundred, 
had before 
near to 
into either Scale 


its 

ium never be re- 
ger and Trouble. It 
is certain, that a Multitude of Officers at the Beck of an Ad- 
miniſtration, and ſpread over all the Counties, Cities, and 
ingdom, may have a vaſt Influence at all 
happen to receive Orders 
for that Purpoſe, we may judge what Uſe they will make of 

the Influence they may have: I believe it will be generally 

„that if ever we ſhould have an Adminiſtration wicked 

enough to make Uſe of ſuch an Influence, it will not be con- 

verted towards the Preſervation of the Liberties of the Peo- 

ple. The Character of thoſe great Patriots, who firſt con- 

trived this Duty, was no Argument for the Continuance of 

it, much leſs is it an Argument for the Reviving it. They 

did not out of Wantonneſs contrive 12 they were 

conftrain'd by a fatal Neceſſity it upon the Nation at 

that Time. "Thay mais gay bro hes pop are not 

from thence to infer, that no bad Uſe will ever be made of 

it: From our own Hiſtory we may be inform'd, that a very 

bad Uſe has been made of ſeveral Things, which for many 

Years after the firſt Inſtitution had never been converted to 
any unlawful . Wherever there is any ſuch Danger 

to be fear d, we ought not willingly, we ought not preſump- 

tuouſly to expoſe ourſelves thereunto. Such Evils may be 

| eaſily avoided, but are not eaſily removed. One of the chief 
Reaſons for the aboliſhing of this Duty, was, the 

Number of Officers employ d in the collecting thereof, ſuch a 
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Number of Officers was then ſaid to be inconſiſtent with the 
Vor. IL B h 


Liberties 


( 94 ). 
dure e. Geo. n. I. iberties of a free People. his Argument was then made | 
D üuſe of, and was then admitted to be a good Argument; 

how it comes now to be ſuch a trifling one, I cannot ap- 
prehend. But if it is not now admitted as a ſufficient Ar- 
inſt the reviving of this Duty for three Years, 
much ſuſpe&, that at the End of this Term of three 
Years, neither this Argument, nor any other, will have 
Weight enough to prevent the continuing of it for a much 
Term. | 
« I muſt fay, Sir, that I am aitoniſh'd to hear any Man 
who has ever read the Articles of Union, or is in the leaft ac- 
with the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, pretend that 
People of Scotland are any way intitled to an Exemption 
from the Salt- Duty, or from any Part of it, when it is to be 
laid on for the current Service of the Year. It is very well 
that it was laid down by the Commiſſioners of both 
Kingdoms, as the Baſis and Foundation of the Union, That 
© there ſhall be an Equality of Exciſes, Cuitoms, and all other 
_ © 'Taxes throughout the united Kingdoms.“ "There was at that 
Time no Thought of eſtabliſhing any Proportion to be raiſed 
in Scotland, with Reſpect to any Tax or Exciſe then raiſed, 
or thereafter to be raiſed in England, except only as to the 
Land-Tax. There -was before the Union a Land- Tax rail- 
ed in Scotland as well as in England ; but in the two King- 
doms it was raiſed in a different Manner. In Scotland it was 
laid on, and levy'd by way of ſo many Months Afﬀeſiments: 
In England it was laid on and levy'd by way of ſo many 
Shillings in the Pound; and therefore it became neceſſary to | 
conſider the Proportion between a Month's Aſſeſiment in 
Scotland, and a Shilling in the Pound in England ; and the 
Proportion was eſtabliſh'd at the Rate of two Months Aﬀeſſ | 
ment in Scotland, for every Shilling in the Pound, that wa | 
thereafter to be raiſed in England. Thus the Settling a Pro- 
portion as to this Tax was neceſſary ; but as to the other 
"Taxes, eſpecially the Tax upon Salt, there was no ſuch Ne- 
eeſſity, and therefore it was never ſo much as thought of. 
But, Sir, many of the Taxes then levied in England, being 
mortgaged for the Payment of Debts contracted - England, 
before the Union ; it was therefore agreed, that the Scots | 
ſhould either be free from the Payment of ſuch Taxes, or | 
ſhould have an Equivalent for that Part of the Debts of Eng- 
land, which they were to pay, by their being made ſubject 
to any Taxes ſo pre- engaged: And this Tax of 2s. 4d. on | 
home-made Salt, was one of thoſe Taxes that was mortgaged | 
for the Payment of a Part of the Debts of England, there- 
fore the Scots were to be free from it, or to have an Equi- 
valent for it: And the Scots Commiſſioners at that Time 
+ Walt reaſonably judged this Tax to be ſo grievous — 
| eO 
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people, that they choſe rather that their Country ſhould be Anno x. Ceo. 


free from it, than to take an Equivalent and be liable to it. 
Even by the Commiſſioners for both Kingdoms, this Tax 
was then thought to be ſuch a grievous Tax, that it was pre- 


ſumed the Parliament of Great Britain would certainly take 


it off, and ſubſtitute ſome more reaſonable Tax in its Room; 
in which Caſe, Scotland was to be ſubje& to ſuch Tax 


© 
8 


+ 
f. 


1 


f 


land was to pay a Part of, ſo that they received 


lent for it: But tho” this Duty had never been aboliſhed, 
yet in caſe the Debt for which it was had been 
paid by us, or otherwiſe provided for by a new Tax, and 
this Tax of 2 8. 4d. upon Salt continu'd, and converted 
either to the current Service of the Year, or to the Payment 
new Tax, 

t, after its 

ſuch Caſe 

uivalent for the 

oth of King 

upon Salt was 

d For ever in the Body of 

it. It is indeed a terrible Word, when it is annexed to ſuch 


ful Word, even by the Act itfelf, is confined ; it is confined 


to the Payment of that Debt, for which this Tax was then 


and the conditional Perpetuity in that Act, meant by the 
ore 


Word For ever, is now at an End. It is impoſſible theref 
| to preſume, that if the Scots Commiſſioners had ever meant, 
that their Country ſhould have an abſolute Perpetuity, with 


reſpeft to the Exemption from this Salt-Duty, they would 


have referred to this AR, by 


1731-32. 


1731-32. 


to pay this Duty, becauſe they Kos dots high Wages, 
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Ano 5. Geo. n. therefore it was agreed, that while this Duty remained 


propriated to the Payment of that Debt, their Coun | ona 
be for ever free from it : But it was 1 
tended by either Party, ere 
therefrom, in caſe it ſhould, after the Pa 


Debt of England, — to the Urne 
two United Kingdoms in general. 


It being thus 2 Sir, that the People of Scotland 
have now no Title, by the Articles of Union, to an Exemption 
from the Payment of this 25. ard 4 d. upon Salt, the 
Queition then is, whether we ought out of t 
indulge them with ſuch an Exemption, becauſe the 
People of that Country are not able to pay it: I really tl 
Sir, we ought to have ſo much Compaſſion for the 
of that Country ; but then I hope it will be allowed me, 
that we ought to have an equal Compaſſion for the poor 
People of England : Journeymen and Day-Labourers, who 
have no Stock, no Property, are equally poor in all Countries; 
yy Se Og x but what they work for from Day to Day; 

if it be faid, that the poor People in England are able 


it u n 


unanſwerable 


6 


Wages given to Workmen is the chief Cauſe of the Decay | 
of our Trade and Manufactures;; our Buſineſs then is, to 


men to work for leſs Wages than 
therefore it muſt be contrary to 
Tax, which it is granted would be inſu 
if it were not for the high Wages they 
on of ſuch a Tax mult make S 
Wages abſolutely neceſſary, and the Continuance of then 
will certainly bring the Nation to Poverty and Diſtreſa. 
I mult fay, Sir, that the i 


that is — 2 
raiſed pon B... and at fo many 


Feery poor 
would be 8 inc 
pable to — with the 4 mt _—— In 
it can raiſe no Grumblings, no Murmurings, nor any Com 
'Plaint among the People: In Scotland, it would ruſe ad 


terrible Diſcontents, as might diſturb the Peace and Quiet 
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out of Rock-Salt, as they did for any other 
muſt conclude, that though thi 
lowance of ten Pound Weight out of Sixty-five, 
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| venue. If this be Publick OEconomy ; If this 


given ; but I plead againſt laying a new, a heavy, 


more expenſive it will be to the Nation, 


| Duty will coſt but 22,0001. per Auna ; 


Pound Land-Tax, coſts near 18,000 |. per 
| of the Office kept in Commiſſion for that Purpoſe ; but theſe 


W 
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| taxing on of this Duty makes the Salt at leaft a Shilling a 


Peck dearer, than it would otherwiſe be ; and therefore we 


Anao 5. Ceo, II. 
0730-32. 


mult compute that by the reviving of this Duty, there will ia 


be at leaſt 8,000,000 of Shillings, or 400,000 |. raiſed Yearl 
upon the People n. and this Sum [ — 
take to be the loweſt Computation that can juſtly be made. 

Let us now, Sir, conſider what we are about: We are 
to raiſe 500,000 |. for the current Service of the Year ; this 
we certainly ought to raiſe in that Method, which will be 
leaſt burthenſome to the Nation in general ; and if we chuſe 


to raiſe this Sum by reviving the Salt-Duty for three Years, 


we make the People realy pay 1,200,0001. out of which 
there is but 500,000]. brought clear into the Publick Re- 


be 
mon Prudence ; If this be a Relief or an Eaſe to the 
ple of England, I leave the World to judge. I think 
| can now averr, that when I argue againſt the Salt-Duty, 
plead the Cauſe of my Country ; I ou OO EEE 


whole Body of the People of i 
plead for a Relief to them, I A, xy. 


8 
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F 


able Burthen upon them. We have by our former 
tions made the raiſing of 500,000 1. neceſſary, but do 
us charge the People with the Payment of 1,200,000 
order to raiſe this 500,000 l. . 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, it plainly 


—2 
5 N 


ji 


by reviving the Salt-Duty, than to raiſe i Shi 
the Pound Land-Tax ; and yet it has . pretended, 
Expence 


there will be but a ſmall Difference as to the : 
realy ſurprizes me, for Figures can neither be miſtaken 
miſconſtrued. In order to bring this Difference as low 
poſſible, it has been ed that 


; for 
1 


—— that the raikeg of a Shilling in 


likewiſe been 


Gentlemen forget, that this Office is kept up, and as 
much, when there is but one Shilling in the as when 
>. ts ons Land-Tax, and therefore I ftill 
upon it, t raiſing of 500,000 I. by 1 s. in the 
Pound additional Land-Tax, will realy colt the Nation but 
di conſe- 


oo ) 
But muſt not we add to this, 


this Duty? ſince this is certainly a Charge 
the Nation by reviving this Duty, which we 
liable to, if we ſhould raiſe what Money we 
Land-Tax. Muſt not we likewiſe add the 
Annum allowed for prompt Payment? for a3 
this is no Benefit to the Conſumer, it is a real Expence to 
the People, as much as the 25, 000 J. is. which is paid for 

ment. Theſe three Sums added together make the 


real Difference of the Yearly Expence, between the Salt. 


Shilling in the Pound Land- Tax, amount Yeariy 


Tax and a 

to 34,100]. T 

I hope no Man 

even three Times this Sum, is the whole Difference of the 
Expence the is to be at, in raiſing 500,000 |. by a 
Salt-Duty in , inſtead of raiſing 500, 000 l. by a 
Shilling in tl Land- Tax in one Year ; for the Dif- 
ference will deal more than three Times this 
Sum. We the whole Expence of the Salt- 
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Land-Tax for one Year only: 
| us three Times 25,000 l. or 
Management; three Times 26001. or 78001. 
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extraordinary in the Navy; and three Times 
20, 000 I. or 60,000 |. for prompt Payment; which three 
Sums added amount to 142,800]. And from this 
we are only to 13,5001. viz. one Year's Expence of 


Shilling in the Pound upon Land, the remaining 
will then be 129,300 1. This is the real Difference of 


1 


the Expence which the Nation is to pay for the raiſing of 
this 500, o00 I. in three Years by a Salt-Duty, inſtead of 
raiſing Y a Land-Tax. This is near Six and 


which the Publick muit pay upon 
1. for the Current Service of the Year, 
amount to above 30 per Cent. which, I 


muſt ſay, is a y conſiderable Premium for three Yean 
Perbearance 


Payment, even if the Nation were not to pay 


2 Shilling of the Money till the full End of the Term. Lon 


conſiſtent it may be with the publick Good of this Nation, 
to pay ſo high a Premium for Forbearance, I ſhall not deter- 
mine ; but I am ſure it will be inconſiſtent with the private 
Good of any honeſt Man in the Kingdom to pay ſuch a Pre. 
mium. This, Sir, is the moſt favourable Light that the AF 
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it in, and ſuppoſe that 400,000 |. is to be raiſed Yearly upon anno g. Geo. l.. 


the People, by the means of this Duty, it will then appear 
much more odious ; for upon that Suppoſition, which, I am 


afraid, will prove too true, the Nation is to pay 700, ooo l. 
for three Years Forbearance of the Payment of Five, which 
is a Premium of very near 150 per Cent. for Forbearance. 
To pretend, Sir, that this Duty cannot give Occaſion to 
any great Frauds or Perjuries, becauſe there is little or no 


Money advanced by the Subject, and repaid by the Govern- 
ment upon any Event. is to me a little odd. It is not the 


Repayment of Money by the Government that is the Cauſe 


of Frauds and Perjuries; it is the great Advantage that a = 


rate Dealer may make, and the little Risk he runs by 

Frauds and Perjuries, that tempts him to the committing of 
ſuch. He does not confider from whom, but how much 
Money he may make by ſuch a Fraud ; and therefore in all 
Manner of Taxes, where the Lax or Duty amounts to much 
more than the Prime Coſt, there have always been, and al- 


ways will be great Frauds ; if the Dealer can by any Fraud 


avoid paying the Duty, he makes his Advantage by ſelli 

at a high Price. Conſidering then that this Duty to be lai 
upon Salt is no leſs than ten Times the Price it may be 
bought for at the Pits, what a fruitful Fund do we eſtabliſh 
for Frauds and Perjuries ? It may not perhaps be eaſy to 
ſmuggle Salt away from the Pits without * Duty; 
but how eaſy will it be for the Dealer, after he has given 
Bond to pay the Duty, and taken the Salt away from the 
Pits, to put it aboard of a Ship, and re- land it again at ſome 
Bye Creek or Corner, or by ſome other Way to get a Cer- 
tificate of its having been ex ; by this Fraud he gets 
up the Bond which he gave for the Duty, and though he gains 
ro Money back from the Government, yet when he ſells to 
the Conſumer Salt for Four or Five Shillings a Buſhe), which 
colt him but a Groat a Buſhel, does he not make a delicious 
a tempting Profit ? And the more tempting it muſt be, e 
of the little Risk he runs; for he risks only the Loſs of a 


| Groat, for the Venture of making Four Shillings clear Profit. 


he can but cheat the Publick, he drives the Trade, I may 
y, of an Apothecary, and makes a Shilling of every Penny 
he lays out. Again, as to the Salt delivered Duty-free for 


the Fiſhery, there is ſtill a greater Temptation, fince it de- 


pends entirely upon the Honeſty of the Curers themſelves ; 
none but the mſelves can tell what Quantities they have made 
uſe of: If they can but ſell their Salt privately to Dealers or 


Conſumers, they may get free of the Duty by ſwearing that 


the whole was employed in curing of Fith ; and conſidering 
what little Regard is had to what is now, by way of Proverb, 
called a Cuſtom Houſe Oath, I am afraid this Sort of Perjury 

Vol. II. e will 
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gen. will be by much too frequent : Nor is the Loss ſuſtained by 
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the Revenue the only Diſadvantage ; theſe Baits and Tempta- 


ons that are thrown in the People's Way for perjuring them. 
ſelves, may really at laſt deſtroy all fort of Morality and com- 
mon Honelly among them; d may ſo much diminiih that 
Regard which every Maa cuglit to have for an Oath, that 
no Man's Life or Property can be ſecure, againſt the Plots 
and Perjuries of his Neighbours. 

As to our Manufacturers and poor Labourers, this Tax 
certainly will be a Charge upon every one of them in general. 
It will be a Shilling at leaſt to every ſingle Man or Woman 
that is fit for Labour; and if we ſuppoſe a puor Man to have 
a Wife and three (mall Children, we can hardly ſuppoſe him 
to make uſe of leſs than a Buſnel of Salt a Year for his 
Family; to ſuch a Man this Tax will amount to at leaſt 
45. 6d per Anu. Such a Thing as a Shilling, or a 
Crown, may be looked upon as a Trifle by a Gentleman of a 
large Eſtate and eaſy Circumſtances, but a poor Man feek 


ſometimes ſeverely the want of a Shilling ; many a poor 


Man has for want of a Shilling, been obliged to pawn 
the only whole Coat he had to his Back, and has never 


| been able to redeem it again. Even a Farthing to a 


Man is a conſiderable Sum; what Shifts do the Frog 
among them make, to ſave even a Farthing ? Let us but 
imagine ourſelves in the Condition of a poor Labourer, with 
a Wife and three Children, almoſt the whole of the Wife's | 
Time taken up in looking after the Children, and the Hu-. 
band working for a Shilling a Day, and we ſhall eaſily ſee 

how hard it is to make ſuch a poor Man pay a Tax af 
Fouft or Five Shillings a Year, for the Salt he muſt make uſe 
of for the ſcanty Support of himſelf and Family. | 

This Tax muſt therefore be a Charge upon all our 
Manufactures in general, I ſhall ſuppoſe it as ſmall as any Gen- 
tleman pleaſes, yet it muſt be ſome ; for if it be a Charge 
upon the Manufacturers, they muſt lay it upon the Manu- 


factures they deal in; and if we conſider how narrowly the 
Merchant, eſpecially the Foreign Merchant, goes to work in 


the Bargains he makes, we muſt ſee what a Diſadvantage 


this Tax may be to our Export of Manufactures. If any 


of our Neighbours can ſell but one tenth Part of a Farthing 
in a Yard cheaper than we can do, they will at laſt turn us 
entirely out of the Buſineſs. This holds as to all our Manu- 
factures in general, but as to ſome particular Manufactures, 
ſuch as Glaſs, Leather, Earthen-Ware, &c. it is ſtill more 
grievous, becauſe Salt is one of the Materials made uſe of in 
their very Compoſition, and therefore I hope if this Duty 
be revived, there will be an Exception as to them. 


1 


col our Navy, if it were not for the Navigation-Act, and ſome 
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is an Improvement to Land; but it is ſaid, that this Tax 
cannot injure ſuch Improvements, becauſe every Man may 
have as much foul Salt Duty-free at the Pits as he pleaſes, 
provided he has an Officer along with him. But does not 
every Man fee, that this can only be of Advantage to thoſe, 
whole Lands lie near the Salt-Pits ? even as to them, this 
Duty will be an additional Charge, for t';cy cannot get an 
Officer to attend for nothing; we all know that when a Man 
is once got into an Office, he has many Ways of ſq 

a Perquiſite from thoſe who are obliged to apply to him, 


| him only. And as to all Lands that lie at a Diſtance from Salt- 


Pirs, it mult be allowed, that the reviving of this Tax will 
be a full Bar to any future Improvements of them by Salt, 
which is an Improvement that has been ſucceſsfully made 
uſe of, through all Parts of England, ever ſince the Duty 
was taken off. | 

* It has, I think, in this Debate been admitted by all, that 
the Duty upon the Salt made vie of in curing the Salt- Pro- 
viſions neceſſiry for a Ship of 150 Tors, for a Six Month's 
Voyage, will amount to Forty Shillings; aud yet it has 
been aſſerted by ſome, that the reviving ut this Duty will be 
no Burthen upon the Navigation of Great Britain. Thoſe 
who reaſon in this Manner, do not ſurely confider the Fru- 
gality and Sparingneſs that muſt be obicrved in Trade. I 


am ſure there is not a Merchant in Europe, that has Occaſion 


to freight a Ship, but will think Forty Shillings a very great 


| Difference in the Freight between two Ships of 150 Tons 


each, if they be of equal Goodneſs in every other Reſpect ; 
and he will always employ that Ship which he can have Forty 
Shillings cheaper than the other. This muit put a full Stop 
to the employing of any Englith Ship, or to the Victuallin 
of any Ship in England, where another Ship can be made uf 
of, or when a Ship can be victualled in any other Part of the 
World ; and therefore it muſt be not only a Burthen upon 
our Navigation, but we muſt confider, that it would foon 
be the entire Deſtruction of our Navigation, and conſequently 


natural Advantages which we have over the reſt of the 
World. I do not know how ſome Gentlemen may get, or 
how they may ſpend their Eſtates; but in an Affair which 
chiefly regards the Trade, and the Tradeſmen of this Nati- 
on, I am ſurprized to hear Shillings and Crowns, nay even 


_ Pounds Sterling, talked of in fo light and trivial a Manner: 


The poor "Tradeſman may be properly faid to earn his 
Living by the Sweat of his Brow ; and if he does not con- 
fider every Farthing that he is to lay out, he will ſoon come 


not to have a Farthing to pay for a Bit of Bread: To ſuch a 
A Cc 2 Man 
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Anno 5. Geo. U. Man, even the Half-Farthing, which is now fo 
1731-3 | ouſly talked of, would be of mighty Conſequence. 
* I c-me now, Sir, to conſider this |: with reſpect to 
that honeſt, induilrious and trugal Sett of Pcople, the Farm- 
ers of England. I hope there are but few of them as 
obliged to live in the Manner as hath been repreſented. | 
hope no Farmer in England is as yet obliged to make his 
Family dine upon Bread and Checle, or upon boiled Cabbage, 
without a Bit of pickled Pork, Salt-Beef, or Bacon, to give 
tizem a Savour. I do not know indeed what they may be 
brought to, if we begin to multiply Exciſes upon them; but | 
I mutt now conſider them in their preſent Way of Living: 
In that Way I muſt look upon them and their Servants, 2 
making uſe of ſome Salt-Proviſions almoſt every Day in the 
Week, for the whole Year round: In ſuch a View, I am 
ſure, a Family of Sixteen working Perſons will conſume in 
Salt a deal more than a Shilling's worth a Head, | 
as it mutt ſell after this Duty is laid on; I believe they will on- 
ſume above two Shillings worth a piece; and it has been com- 
puted by Men who underſtood hly the OEconomy of 
their Family, that a Family of ten Pe would for all Uſes 
generally coit the Maſter at leaſt Six-pence a Week for Salt, 
according to the Price it fold at formerly, when this Duty 
was ſubſiſting. At this Rate there is ſcarcely a Farmer in 
England, but muſt pay above twenty Shillings a Year towards 
this 'Tax, and if he pays a rack'd Rent, I do not know where 
he is to get this twenty Shillings, unleſs he runs in Arrear to 
his Landlord, in order to anſwer what he mull pay the 
Tax-Gatherer: In ſuch a Caſe, I believe, our Landed-Gen- 
tlemen will not get much by the Relief that is now pretended 
to be given them. But beſides this additional Family-Ex- 
upon the Farmers, we know that they make uſe of 2 
great deal of Salt for ſeveral Uſes in Husbandry : The Ad 
vantages made thereby they muſt now give up, or otierwile 
they muſt pay dear for the preſerving of them. 
© I hope, Sir, I am as ſenſibly touched as any Man with 
the Difficulties, that many of the Landed-Gentlemen in 
England labour under; and [I ſhall always be as ready as aay | 
Man to approve of any Meaſures for giving them a real 
Relief: But I never pretend to amuſe them, or to. 
impoſe upon their good Senſe, by calling that a Reliet, | 
which is only taking a Burthen off one of their Shoulders, 
and putting it upon the other ; and that this is the only | 
Relief now propoled tor them, I can, I think, demon- 
ſtrate as clearly, as ever any Thing was 
Numbers. I believe no Man will pretend that any 
tleman of a free Eſtate of 5001. a Year in Land, or 
wards, is in the preſent Caſe an Object of Compaſſon, 


E 


S 


England, 
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ty, we raiſe Salt to above ten Times the Price it formerly 
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or that the Relieving of ſuch Men from the Payment of a Anno 5. Ceo. Uu. 


Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, can have any Weight in 
the preſent Debate ; and as for thoſe Gentlemen who have 

Eſtates in Land, but heavily charged with Mortgages, 
if they will, for the Sake of Grandeur and the Name of 
a great Eſtate, continue to pay the Land-Tax and the In- 
tereſt upon the Mortgages, it is certainly their own Fault, 
and therefore they do not deſerve the Conſideration of this 
Houſe. The Landed-Gentlemen then, whoſe Eſtates are un- 


der 5001. a Year, are the only Perſons whoſe Condition 
and Circumſtances can in the preſent Caſe be of any Conſe- 
de; as to ſuch, let us examine whether what is 


quence ; and 
known, that there are many 
who 

a Groat of the Shilling 


it is certain, that 
pay the whole Shilling; there is not, I believe, one Eltate 


in England that is rated at the full Value, with reſpe& to 


the Land-Tax ; it may therefore be reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that all the Land-Eftates in England are, one with another, 
rated for the Land- Tax at one Half of the real Value. It 
has been admitted, that a Farmer of 100 l. a Year, has ge- 
nerally ſixteen Perſons in Family; I think we may then rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that the Landed-Gentlemen in England of 


400 l. a Year, keep one with another twenty Perſons in Fa- 


mily ; and upon theſe Suppoſitions let us ſee what Relief 
the Gentleman of 400 l. a Year is to receive from the fine 
Scheme now before us. Such a Man's Eſtate is ſuppoſed to 
be valued at 200 l. a Year as to the Land-Tax, conſequently 
at 18. in the Pound he faves only 101. in the whole, by 


taking off this Shilling. Now let us conſider what he muſt 
pay to the Duty on Salt conſumed in his Family : A com- 


mon Farmer with ten Perſons in his Family, is ſuppoſed to 
pay 6 d. a Week for the Salt conſumed in his Family, and 
therefore a common Farmer with twenty Perſons in his Fa- 
mily, muſt be ſuppoſed to pay 1 s. a Week, one with ano- 
ther, for the Salt conſumed in his Family ; and if we con- 
ſider the great Waſte that is made of that Commodity about 
a Gentleman's Family, and the many Viſitors and their Ser- 
rants, and the poor neceſſitous Neighbours, that will always 
be hanging in or about a Gentleman's Family who has an 
Eltate of 400 l. a Year, we cannot allow leſs than eigh- 
teen Pennyworth of Salt conſumed weekly about ſuch a Gen- 
tleman's Family ; we muſt therefore ſuppoſe, that every 
Gentleman of ſuch an Eſtate, pays yearly for Salt conſumed 
in his Family 31 18s. and ſince, by the laying on this Du- 


fold 


there are few or no Landed-Gentlemen who 
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Auno 5. Geo. u. fold at; therefore we mutt conclude, that nine Tenths of 
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| bourers, and the Manufacturers that conſume the Produce of 


31. 18s. that is, about 31. 10 8. is Yearly drawn from eve. 
ry Gentleman of 400 |. a Year, by means of this Duty on 
Salt ; and as he is to pay this Sum Yearly for three Years 
inſlead of the 101. Land-Tax, which he is by this Means, 
to be made free of, is it not plain and evident, that he 
pays ten Guineas in three Years, for the Sake of getting free 
of the Payment of 10 l. in one Year? The u:moft 

that can be pretended, is, that he ſaves by this fine Scheme 


about Half a Year's Intereſt upon 101. Is this the Relief 


ſo mightily bragg'd of ? Will any Gentleman of common 
Senſe chooſe to have his Farmers, his Cottagers, his La- 


his Lands, heavily taxed, in order to fave 4 or 5 8. Intereſt 
upon the 10 J. that he was to have paid to the Land-Tax. 
This is the Caſe, Sir, as to Landed-Gentlemen of zool. 
a Year, but as to all the Landed-Gentlemen of ſmaller For- 
tunes, they will be Lofers by this Meaſure that is propoſed 
for their Relief. Their Families cannot be a great deal lek 
numerous than the others ; their Servants will be as 
and they mult entertain their Viſitors as well as the other; 
therefore we cannot ſuppoſe that any Gentleman's Family in 
the Country will coſt him much leſs than 18. a Week for 


Salt; at this Rate he muſt pay Yearly towards the Duty now 


to be laid on, about 2 l. 75s. this amounts in three Years to 


7 1. ſo that a Gentleman of 2oo1. a Year, will be 2 l. out 1 


of Pocket, and a Gentleman of rool. a Year, will be 41. 
10s. out of Pocket, by reviving the Salt-Duty for three 
Years, inſtead of 1s. in the Pound Land-Tax for one 
Year ; and whether thoſe Gentlemen that have great Fami- 
lies to maintain, many Children to provide for, and but one, 
two, or three Hundred a Year Land-Rent, to anſwer all their 
Occafions, are not the greateſt Objects of Compaſſion, nay, 
are not the only Objects of Compaſſion among the Landed- 


Gentlemen in England, I leave the World to judge. Every | 


Gentleman that ever kept an Account of the Expences of his 
Family, mult bz a Judge, whether the Suppoſitions I have 
made are juit : If they are jutt, I am ſure the Figures can- 
not be controverted ; and therefore, I hope, we ſhall hear no 


more of the great Relief that is to be given to the Landed- 


Gentlemen of England. | 

Having thus ſhewed to what Sort of People this Salt- 
Duty will be a Diſadvantage, I think it would not be juſt 
in me, not to take ſome Notice of thoſe to whom it will be 
an immediate Advantage. As to all the Gentlemen in Eng- 
land of very large Land-Eſtates, it will be an immediate 
Advantage; it will, indeed, ſave a Trifle to them. With 
reſpect to them, I hope, I may be alloy, d to make uſe / 


(07 -1 


the Word Trifle ; a Sum of Money may be call'd a Trifle g Goo. U. 


when applied to the Rich, but to the Poor no Sum of Money 


can be properly faid to be a Trifle. But this immediate Ad- 


vantage accruing to the rich Landed-Men, will be ſoon over- 
balanced by the Ruin that it will bring upon their Coun- 
try, and upon their own particular Eſtates ; and I am glad 
to find, that moſt of the rich Landed-Gentlemen in England 


are upon the ſame Side of the Queſtion with me. It ſhews 


2 generous Contempt of private Advantage, when oppoſed 


to the publick Good; but thoſe who will reap the greateſt 


Advantage from the Meaſure now propoſed, are thoſe who 
are in good Poſts and Places, and have handſome Salaries 
coming in. It is very true, that their Salaries are rated at 

the full Value of the Land-Tax : The taking off 1 8. in the 


Pound Land- Tax, is really putting 5 per Cent. into their 


Pockets, which cannot be drawn out again by the Salt- Duty, 


becauſe they either keep no Families, or they keep their Fa- 


milies in Town, where moſt of their Servants are at Board- 
Wages. To ſuch Gentlemen the Meaſure now propoſed 
will certainly be advantageous, and to ſuch only that Com- 


paſſion which we have heard ſo much of, is properly to 
be appli But one would not think that a Man who has 


1001. a Year from the Publick, ſhould grudge to pay 51. 
a Year out of it to the publick Expence ; or that the Saving 
51. a Year in ſuch a Man's Pocket, ſhould be ſuch a mighty 
Concern to every Man who has the Good of his Country at 
Heart. I am perſuaded that every Gentleman who has the 
good Fortune to be in any ſuch Place or Employment, will 
ſhew as generous a Contempt of Self-Intereſt, and as honour- 


able a Regard for the publick Good, as is or can be ſhewn 


by the Gentlemen of great Land-Eſftates, who with them are 
the only Perſons in the Nation that can reap any Benefit 
from the Meaſure now propoſed. 

* Since then it appears plain, that what is now propoſed 
can be no Manner of Relief, but will certainly be an addi- 
tional Charge upon the Landed-Gentlemen of ſmall Eftates ; 
and fince they are the only Landed-Gentlemen in England, 


who ftand in need of, and deſerve the Compaſſion of this 


Houſe, I think all the Arguments that can be drawn from 
Pity and Compaſſion, come full againſt our agreeing to the 
Revival of this Duty upon Salt ; and therefore I may now 
in my Turn plead with all thoſe who hear me, to have Pity 
and Compaſſion upon the poor Landed-Gentlemen in Eng- 
land. How hard will it be to make a poor Landed-Gentle- 
man of a Hundred a Year pay 7 1. inſtead of fifty Shillings ? 
Why ſhould the poor Landed-Gentlemen be ſo much over- 
charged for the Sake of a ſmall Eaſe to thoſe who have plen- 
tiful Eſtates in Land, or conſiderable Salaries coming in from 

a Poſt 
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Arno g. Geo. N. a Poſt or Place that gives them little or no Trouble? This 
ny is really, if I may be allow'd to make ule of the Words, 
Giving to tbe Rich, and ſending the Poor empty arway. But 
in tae preſent Caſe, our Compaſhon pleads not only for the 
poor Landed-Gentlemen, but for all the Poor of the Na 
tion. Let us but confider how many poor Families are 
maintain'd upon 8d. or 1s. a Day, which the Father earm 
by hard Labour and Toil : A Buſhel of Salt is the leaſt that 
can be conſumed in 2 Year by a poor Man, his Wife, and 
three or four ſmal! Children : How cruel is it to take four 
or five Shillings a Year away from the Support of ſuch a 
poor Family, more eſpecially when one halt of that Money, 
at leaſt, is to be made a Compliment of to wealthy or fray. 
dulent Dealers, or to idle and po. Fa | 
hope every Man that hears me, wall his Pity and Com- 
paſſion to exert itſelf to its utmoit Height. I hope every 
Man will conſider upon which Side of the preſent Queſtion 
are the Cries of the Poor and the Wretched, and the Net. 
fings of thoſe that are yet unborn. The Happineſs or 
Mitery of Poſterity, the Flouriſhing or Decay of our Trade 
and Commerce, the Preſervation or Loſs of our Liberties, 
in my Opinion, depend in a great Meaſure upon the Queſtion 
now before us; and therefore I am perſuaded that every 


Gentleman will conſider it thoroughly, before he deter. 


mines what he is to do.” 
zu K. Watpoles . Then the Queition being put upon Sir Robert Walpole's 
Motion for Revi- Motion, it paſſed in the Affirmative, by 225 againſt 187. 


vun the Salt-Duty 


Agel das Feb. 10. Upon the Report of the Reſolutions of the 


Bur Committee, and the Motion made for agreeing to them, the 

want therew. Qneſlion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 
205 againſt 176, and a Bill was order'd to be brought in 

irſuant to thoſe Reſolutions. | 

The Papers, &. The fame Day Mr Turbill preſented to the Houſe Copies 

ot the tart Of Proceedings, Papers, and other Inſtruments, &c. relating 

« Be, al bicte to the Sale of the late Earl of Derweutwater's Eſtate, pur- 

tie Heuss. fuant to the Order of the Houic of the 2d Inſtant. 


Ti: Pe. nt Upon the Motion of Mr Sandys, the Penſion- Bill wa 


yea 1 tld Time, 


aon tent to lice. read a third Time, without any One Speech being made 
ow aginſt it; and Mr Sandys was ordered to carry the Bill to 

| the Houic of Lords, and deſire their Concurrence. 
2828 Feb. 11. The Lord Vere Beauclerk reported the Names d 
pero inquire the Committee appointed to inquire into the Affair of the Cha- 
tic-Ccrpuration. Fitable-Corporation ; as follows, viz. Mr Perry, Mr Palmer, 
| Mr Barnard, Lord Viſcount Limerick, Hon. Mr Di 
Mr Watkin Williams Wynn, Mr William Bromley, 
Mr Fdward Harley, Mr Walter Plumer, Mr Sandys, Mr 
Oglethorpe, Sir 'hom::s Saunderſon, Sir John Ruſhout, 


Lord Morpeth, Mr 1 homas Wyndham, Sir Thomas =—_— 


nw a ee --_ - ec ©n&snN = -A © —- 
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„Mr Danvers, Mr Bramfion, Mr Winnington, Mr une g. Geo. 11, 
. and Mr John Ca 1 8731-32. 


the ſaid Bill, — — 
which laſted alſo the 17th, 18th, and 23d, during which n Time.; 
Time all the Papers call'd for were laid before them. 

Feb. 22. The ſeveral Papers, Inftruments, &c. relating The &c, 


youred to turn the Affair now before us into ſuch a Shape, 
as 1 ſton to be determined were, whether the Nor- 
thern Colonies, or the Sugar-Colonies ought moſt to be en- 
this Houſe. This, Sir, is not at all the Queſtion 
147 — in hand is the Diſpute between 


th 
- 


but to it 
to have ſuch a Price 
poſſibly make them at 
ſonable Demand, and 
Var. II. 


0. 59 


ano 5. Geo. 8. Power. Now, Sir, I think it has been made appear, that 
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the French are eur greateſt Rivals in the Sugar- Trade; 
and it has been likewiſe made appear, that the French have 
been enabled to become our Rivals in the Sugar-Trade, only 
by the Trade carried on between them and our Northern 
Colonies; the great Vent they thereby have for their Rum 
and Moloſſes. and the eaſy Acceſs they thereby have to Lum. 
ber, Horſes, and all other Neceſſaries for their Sugar-Plan. 
tations, which are naturally much more fruitful than ours, 


enable them to ſell their Sugars and Rum at a much lower 


Price than it is poſſible for our Sugar-Planters to fell at; it 
is therefore apparent that our Sugar-Plantations mult be un- 
done, or we muſt fall upon Ways and Means of preventing 
the French from ſelling 


will then be a great and 

will yield them nothing; they muſt lay all Charges upon 
Returns of their Sugars, and therefore it will not 
to ſell them ſo cheap as they are fold at preſent. 
Method our own Sugar-Colonies will be greatly encourag- 
ed, and the French may be totally undone ; whereas it we 
leave Matters in the pre 
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the ins alſo their Fiſheries, 8 
either Rum or Moloſſes from the French Iflands, 
that neither of thoſe Trades can depend entirely upon thei 
Trade with the French Sugar-Iſlands; but upon the 
trary it is eyident, that the Opening of this Trade with 
Hands, has not only encouraged the French Sugar- 
ons to the great Detriment of aur own, but has alſo in a 


= 
8 
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great Meaſure diſcouraged or rather entirely deſtroyed the 


Sale of Engliſh Spirits in that Part of the World, which isa 
conſiderable 
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conſiderable Loſs to this Country; for it is well known, that anno 5. ceo. u. 


before our Colonies upon the Continent of America fell into 
this deſtructive Trade with the French Sugar-Iflands, they 
made uſe of great Quantities of Englith Spirits, both in their 
Fiſhing Trade, and alſo in their Trade with the Indians. 
And if we ſhould put a Stop to this Trade with the French 
Sugar-Iflands, there 1s no Doubt but our own Colonies would 
again fall into their former Method, and would be able to 
carry on as extenſive a Trade wich the Indians, and as great 
a Trade in Fiſhing, by the means of Engliſh Spirits, as they 


ever did by the means of French Rum. Beſides, Sir, if 


ſome Rum or Moloſſes were abſolutely neceſſary, do not we 
know that they could have as much from our own 
Iſlands as they had Occaſion for, and within a Trifle at as 


Sir 


I I ſhould with all my Heart be for the Bill now before 
ws, if I could find any thing in it that would encou 


encourage 
own Trade to the Detriment of that of the French ; but 
realy, Sir, I cannot find any fuch thing in this Bill ; upon 


courage, or rather to ſet up a new Trade for the French, 


ſet 
they of themſelves, notwithitanding their utmoſt En- 


deavours for that Purpoſe have never been able to accom- 
pliſh. We are amuſing ourſelves with a vain Conceit, that 


n i im for the French to carry on or manage their 
Sugar-Plantations, without the Aililtance of the Lumber, 


D d 2 Horſes 


1731-32. 


| Mr C. Heathcote, 


Anno 5- Geo. u. Horſes and other Neceſſaries, which they have from 
1731-32 | Colonies upon the Continent ; and that their Rum and 


Mr Perry. 


under the Diſcouragement of 

Adeline M er, Þ _ 

their Sugar- : 

French Knowledge as 

they aim at ; and they 

been doing every thi | 

their Sugar-Plantations. Can we then imagine, that they 
would have left ſuch Checks and Diſcouragements upon the 
Trade between their Sugar-Iflands and our Northern Colonies, 
if they had ht that their Sugar-Works or Plantations 
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loſſes would be of no uſe to them, if they could not diſpoſe 
of them to the Inhabitants of our Northern Colonies. If 


know that that Trade 
of their own Colo- 


could not ſubſiſt without it ? No, they 
is a great Hindrance to the Im 


© The Affair now before us is of ſuch Conſequence to 
the Navigation, the Trade, and the Happineſs of this Nap 
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Anno g. Geo. II. 
17 31-32- 
« 


Anno g. Geo. Il. 
1731-32. 


they 
if 
upon the 
and make 


, but that 1 


not fell their Moloſſes to our Colonies 
rope, as well as 


this it is anſwered, That their Government 
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ighty Secret in the Art, but that 


learn it. Can it then be doubted 
udice the Sale of Brandy, which is the natural 


is no 
eaſily 
could 
tinent, 


they would ſet up Stills of their own, 
Rum out of their own Moloſſes? And could not 


ſuch 
Product of France itſelf : But this we have not the leaſt Rea- 


that Rum both in America, Africa, and Eu 
ſon to ſuppoſe ; for if the very Being, or even the Well-Bei 
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Colonies depended upon their 
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40 5. Geo. u. in Exchange for ſuch Goods, no ſuch Sale would ever he 


1731-32. 


| this Affair in what Shape we will, the 
this Bill can never be any real Relief to 


allowed of; ſuch ſtrict Injunctions would be ſent over, that 
their Governours durit never venture to permit, or even ſo 
much as to wink at, any Britiſh Ships ever coming into any 
of their Ports, and thoſe Goods are too bulky to be ſmug. 
gled into any Part of the World. 


Since then, Sir, we cannot propoſe to make the Coſt of 


the French Sugars higher than it is at preſent, let us con- 
fider and examine if we cannot make the Colt of our own 
ö order Sugar - Colonies 
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There are many Ways, Sir, for enabling our Dealers in 
Sugar to ſell their Sugars at a leſs Price, than they can do 
at preſent ; one Method the French have long ago chalked 
out to us, and that only I ſhall mention at The 


French foreſaw the great Advantage of 
Sugar-Colonics ; they knew the Hardſhips that ours 


i 


1 
under, from their being obliged to ſend all their Sugars to anno 5. Ceo. u. 
be unloaded in England, belore they could be exported to. 5# 
any other Part of Europe : "They knew how grently this 
enhanced the Price of our Sugars, at all the Markets in 
Europe; and in order to give their Sagar-Colonies an Ad- 
vantage over ours, they gave them a Liberty of ſending their 
Sugars directly to foreign Markets, wituout unloading, or 
ſo much as touching at any Port in France. This is an Ad- 
yant:ge over our Sugar-Colomes, which the Fr: nch Sugar- 
Colomes have enjoyed for ſeveral Years. Let us then follow 
the Example of our Neighbours the French ; let us at 
leaſt put our Sugar-Colonies upon an equal Footivg with their 
Rivals. This will be one great Encouragement to them, and 
it is to be hoped, that in the Courſe of this Bill, a great 
many others may be thought of, which will be real Advan- 
tages to them, without doing any Injury to any of our other 
Colonies in that Part of the World.” 
Mr Barnard was replied to by Colonel Bladen: Colonel Bladen, 
Sir, 5 13 
* As the only Diſpute now is, whether this Bill ought to 
be committed, I thin's the Gentleman who {poke lait, has 
given a very good Reaſon for the committing thereof ; he 
laid, That ſome Relief ought certainly to be given to our 
Sugar-Colonies, if any ſuch can poſſibly be contrived or 
thought on. I believe every Member of this Houſe is of 
the ſame Opinion, and therefore every one mult think, that 
the Bill ougit to be committed. We ſhall thereby have Time 
to conſider and examine all the Circumſtances of fo weighty 
an Affair; we ſhall have Time to conſult and adviſe with 
all thoſe of our Acquaintance, who underſtand any thing of 
Trade and Commerce, by which | Means we may have an 
Opportunity of contriving the moſt proper Methods for en- 
couraging and promoting our Sugar-Trade, without injuring 
any other Branch of our Trade; and when we are in a 
Committee upon the Bill, every Member will then have an 
Opportunity of offering ſuch Clauſes and Amendments as he 
may then think proper: In my Opinion, it cannot ſo much 
as admit of a Debate, whether the Bill is to be committed or 
not. The leaſt Delay in this Affair may be the Occaſion of 
the Loſs of the Bill, and therefore I am for committing it 
immediately.” io 
* Oglethorpe ſpoke next: Mr Oglethorpe. 
Ir, | | 
© There never was perhaps before this Houſe an Affair of 
greater Moment, than the Affair which is now before us. 
The whole Britiſh Trade, all our Colonies and Settlements 
in America, may be ruined and undone, or very much en- 
couraged and ſtrengthened by the Reſolutions we come 
Veu. U. — to 
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amo 5. Gen. u. to upon the preſent Occaſion. Every Man, who knows 


1731 32. 


thing of the Trade and Commerce of this Nation, ** 


how much the whole depends upon our Colonies in the 


Weft-Indies. Every Man may fee by the Accounts that 
have been laid before us, what vaſt Quantities of Gocds 
are every Year brought from thence, by the Re-exportation 
of which we balance our Trade with almoſt every Nation 
in Europe; and [I belicve I may ſay, that it is owing to this 


only, that the general Balance of Trade has always con- 


tinued ſo much in our Favour. 

© Let us but conſider the vaſt Quantities of Goods, the 
vaſt Quantities of Britiſh Manufacture and Produce, ſent from 
hence every Year to our ſeveral Scttiements in the Weſt- 
Indies; let us but conſider what Numbers of Britiſh Ships 
and Britiſh Seamen are employ'd in the Weſt-India Trade, 
and we ſhall ſee how much that Trade and thoſe Settlements 


- ought to be the Care and the Concern of a Britiſh Parlia- 


ment. | 


Our Sugar-Colonies are of great Conſequence to us, and * 


J join in Opinion with thoſe, who think that we ought not 


to leave them under any Hardſhips, or under any Diſtreſs. 
Let it never be ſaid of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, that 


the Diſtreſs of any of their Fellow-Subjects was pointed out 
to them, and they neglected or delayed to do what was in 
their Power for their Relief : But our other Colonies in that 
Part of the World, ought alſo to be conſider d; from them 
we have likewiſe Yearly very large Quantities of Goods, 
ſuch as Tobacco, Rice, Naval-Stores, and the like, which 
contribute not a little towards preſerving the general I. 
lance of Trade in our Favour. We ought not to encourage 
or raiſe one Colony upon the Deſtruction or Detriment of 


another; much leſs ought we to grant a Favour to any Sub- 


ject, or to any particular Set of People, which may to 
be againſt the publick Good of the Nation in genera 
* I am convinced, that ſome Relief, or ſome new En- 
couragement ought to be given to our Sugar-Colonies, and [ 
ſhall readily join in any Meaſure for that End, which is not 
inconſiſtent with the publick Good: But this, Sir, is n0 
Reaſon for committing the Bill now before us; for if there 
is not one Clauſe or one Article in it proper for the Purpoſe 


for which it was deſigned, we cannot properly go into 2 


Committee upon it ; we may in a Committee upon a 

add Clauſes ; we may make Amendments, but we are not to 
make a new Bill. In fuch a Caſe the proper Method would 
be, to have the preſent Bill withdrawn, and to have a new 
Bill brought in ; and this will be a much ſurer and a ſpeedier 
Method of procuring Relief for our Sugar-Colonies, than 


by ſending up a Bill to the other Houſe, fo irregular or © 


at a a a. ,, 
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improper, that they may find themſelves under a Neceſſity 
of throwing it out, or which is much the ſame, of letting 
it drop in their Houſe, whereby our Sugar-Colonies will be 


Anno 53 Ceo. II. 
7 31 32. 4 


2 


obliged to continue for one Year more, at leaſt, under the 


Hardſhips and Incumbrances, which now lie ſo heavy upon 
them. This Affair being therefore of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence, I muſt be of Opinion, that it is now too late, and 
the Houſe too thin, for entering upon the preſent Debate : 
Beſides, Gentlemen, we ought to have a Regard to the Chair, 
and not ſubject him to ſo great and fo long a Fatigue; I mutt 
therefore join in the Motion that the Debate may be ad- 
journed till ſome other Day.” | 
Then Mr Giles Erle ſtood up, and faid : 
Sir, == 
* As the great Advantage reaped by the Naticn, by any 
Branch of its Trade or Manufacture, depends upon the 
Exportation ; therefore when any Matter of Trade comes 


to be conſidered in this Houſe, we ought to regard only 


thoſe Methods or Means, which may tend towarus the en- 
couraging and promoting the Exportation of auy Manufac- 


ture: Now as to the Caſe before us, if our Colonies do not 


Nr Glles Etlec 


ſell their Sugars cheaper, or at leaſt as cheap as the French, 


Dutch, or any other Nation can poſſibly do, it is certain, 


chat no Part of that Manufacture can poſſibly be exported to 
any foreign Market. I ſhall therefore be for any Method, 


that can reaſonably be propoſed, for enabling them to ſell 


cheaper than they do at preſent, but I ſhall never be for 


impowering them to exact higher Prices from any of their 
Fellow-Subjets, being convinc'd, that no Laws we can 
make, can oblige Foreigners to pay a higher Price for our 
Sugars, than that for which they may every Day purchaſe 
foreign Sugars of equal Goodneſs." 

Then Mr Barnard and ſome other Members declaring 


That they would rather be for having the Bill committec 


than that it ſhould be thrown out; becauſe they thought it 
was neceſſary to do ſomething, this Seſſion of Parliament, to- 
wards the Relief of our Sugar-Colonies; the Queſtion 
was thereupon put for committing the Bill, which was 
agreed to. 

Feb. 25. Sir Charles Turner preſented the Salt-Bill to 
the Houſe, which was read the firſt Time, and order'd 
to be read a ſecond Time ; and a Motion being made for 


reading it a ſecond Time on the zd of March, the ſame was 


ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed, as being too ſhort a I ime for conſider- 
ing a Bill of ſo much Conſequence ; but upon a Diviſion, it 
was carried in the Affirmative, by 206 againſt 1 80. 

The fame Day Mr Sandys reported from the Committee 


appointed to inquire into the Affair of the Charitable Corpo- 


Ec 3 ration, 


8 


The Salt. Bill read 
a Rrit Time, and 

order'd a tecoud 

Readings 
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Anno 5. Geo. u. ration, the Reſult of their Inquiry as to the Time, Manner, 
2 * and Circumitances of George Robinſon, Eſq; Member * 
Debate c gerd G Marlow, and Mr John 'Thomplon's withdrawing themſelves 


3 bal beyond the Seas. Then a Debate a 4 ſe as to expelling Mr Re. 


ber of the H utes b. nſon ; m. ny Members were for expelling him immediately, 
Job Tic mt y becauſe tho) they were to endeavour, by Rewards and Puniſh. 
Seay du : of ments, to bring him over in order to make a Diſcovery, yet 

bn. they were to have a particular Regard to their own . 


'T hat it was propoſed to grant him a general Indemnity by Ad 

of Parllament; and puttinę the Cale that he thereupon came 
over, and made as tull and as ample a Diſcovery as could 
be defired, yet he would ſtill continue a Rogue, notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch Compliance; and no Man of Honour would 
keep him Company: That therefore it would be very im 
per that he ſhould continue a Member of that Houſe; and 
for that Reaſon it would be neceſſary to expel him bike 
the bringing in of this Bill for a general Indemnity ; for if 
the Bill were once pailed, he might next Minute take the 
Benefit of it, and they could not in Honour afterwards ex- 
pel him ; becauſe it "wind be inflifting a Puniſhment upon 
him for a Crime, for which he had got an Indemnity by 4 
of Parliament.“ 

To this it was anſwer' d, That it were to be wiſh'd that 
the expell ing or not expelling of him had not been men- 
tioned : I hat the only Thing they had then before them, was 
to coatrive Means for prevailing upon him to come over and 
make a Diſcovery of that whole Aﬀair : That if they ſhould 
then expel him, it would be terrifying him from coming over 
at the ſame Time that they were inviting him to come, whick 
would be a very inconſiſtent Manner of Proceeding : That 
beſides, it was not regular for them to proceed direciiy to 
the expelling of him, without giving him Time to be heard: 
'That by the Report then made to them, there was no Crime 
as yet proved againſt him ; for by that Report they could take 
no Notice of any thing but his Bankruptcy, and as to that 
he ought at leaſt to have Time to be heard before he as ex- 
pelled : That the Honour of the Houſe was as much con- 
cerned in Procceding regularly even againſt a Rogue, as in 
not fitting with a > Bag and therefore they were agaiuſt 
ſo : abrupt a Method of expelling him.” 

o this it was reply'd, © That by the Report then made 
to them it appeared, that a Statute of Bankruptcy had been 
iſtued againit him; and that thereby his whole ERate, Real and 
Perfonal, was velled in the Commiſſioners, and conſequently 
he could not have the Qualification as to an Eſtate, that was 
neceſſary for every Man in order to intitle him to a Seat m 
that Houſe: That moreover, by the Laws relating to Bank- 
rupts, a Bankrupt was declared to be out of the ing / ot 
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tection; he was in a manner an Outlaw, and therefore could 
not continue a Member of that Houſe; and for that Reaſon 
they thought that the Bankruptcy alone was ſufficient Ground 


jor the Houſe to proceed immediately to the expelling of 


him. | 
Hereupon ſome Members, Barriſters at Law, declar'd, 


could not properly come be fore them, more eſpecially before he 


had ſubmitted and acknowledged himſelf a Bankrupt : That 


2 Statute of Bankruptcy's being taken out againit a Man, 
was no incontrovertible Proof of his being a Bankrupt ; be- 
cauſe if upon his Petition it ſhould appear that he was not 
a Bankrupt, the Statute would in that Caſe be ſuperſeded : * 
They allow'd, That by one of the Laws againſt Bunkrupts in 
Queen Elizabeth's 'Time, a Man who was declared a Bank- 
rupt according to that Statute, was declared to be out of her 
Majeſty's Protection; but that there had been very few de- 
clared Bankrupts according to that Act: That they did 


Anno 5. Ceo. U. 
4731-32. 


That the Queltion as to a Man's being a Bankrupt or not, 


not know of any one but Mr Ward of Hackney ; and 


that therefore no Argument could be drawn from that Sta- 
tute as to the Caſe in Hand.” 

Then Mr Pelham propoſed, © That the Bill of Indemnity 
to be brought in as to Robinſon, ſhould contain an Excep- 
tion as to the Privilege of his fitting in that Houſe, by which 
they would leave themſelves at Liberty to act as they thought 


Mr H. Pelham. 


proper, ſuppoſing he ſhould appear and take the Benefit of 


the Indemuity to be granted him.” To this it was objected, 
* 'That the ſending up of ſuch a Bill to the other Houle, 


relating to the Privilege of that Houſe, which was not at all 
proper to be done, and therefore it was propoſed to have 
the Indemnity Special; but this likwiſe was objected to, as 


being what would not be effeclual for the Purpoſe intended, 


becauſe upon ſuch an Indemnity it was not to be preiumed 
that Robinſon would come over ; that he could not be thereby 
ſecured againſt Parliamentary Cenſures, and therefore he 
would never truſt to any Special Indemnity.” 

Then it was order'd, 'Fhat Leave be given to bring in a 
Bill for the Appearance of George Robinſon, Eſq; at a cer- 


tain Time to be fix'd in the Bill; and it was allo order'd, That 


Leave be given to bring in a Bill to encourage and compel 
John "Thompſon and his Accomplices to ſurrender themſelves, 
with the Books and Effects of the Corporation, at a certain 
Time to be fix'd in the ſame Bill. 

March 2. The Salt-Bill was, purſuant to the Order of the 
Day, to have been read the ſecond Time; but before the 
Reading thereof, Mr William Pulteney ſtood up and ſpoke, 


as follows: 


Sit 


| would be giving them a Power to intermeddle in an Affair 


A Bill order* for 

the Appearance ot 
George Robinton 

and John Thomp- 
10a, 


Debate on the ſe- 
cond Reading of 
the Sa.t-Bill. ; 


Mr W. Pultcneys 


Anno 8. Geo. II. 


1-31-32. 


ceeding in all ſuch Matters; and therefore it is certain that 


( [ 222 ) 
Sir, 
By the ancient Orders and Methods of Proceeding in this 


Houſe, nothing relating to the raiſing of Money, or Taxing 


the People, can properly be brought before us, till it has 
gone regularly through the Committee of Ways and Means. 
In the Committee of Supply we examine every Article re. 
lating to the Publick Service; we ſettle the ſeveral Articles; 
we examine what Sums will be neceſſary for each Article; 
and we reſolve upon granting ſuch Sums as we then deter- 
mine to be neceſſary. In the Committee of Ways and 


Means we take into our Conſideration thoſe Methods, which 


are propoſed for railing the Sums reſolved on in the Com- 
mittee of Supply, and after we have fixed upon thoſe Me- 
thods which are judged molt _ we order a Bill or Bills 
to be brought in, in purſuance of the Reſolutions then made: 
This has been the conſtant and uninterrupted Method of Pro- 


no Bill, relating to the Taxing of the People, can be regylar- 
ly brought into this Houſe, till it has once been « 
of, and refolved upon in the Committee of Ways and Means. 
When this Affair about the Salt-Duty was before us 
in the Committee of Ways and Means, the only thing that 
was then thought of, was, the laying the ſame Duties upon 
Salt, as had been laid on by the Acts of the 5th and 6th 
and of the gth and 1oth Years of King William III. and 


| thereupon we came to a Reſolution for reviving thoſe 


Duties: This was the Reſolution as to the Duty upon Salt 
we then came to, and in purſuance of this Reſolution a Bill 
was ordered to be brought in ; but by the Bill brought in, 
as pretended, in purſuance of that Reſolution, I find that a 
great many Laws are thereby to be revived, which we never 
ſo much as thought of, or once mentioned in the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


* Beſides, Sir, I find that by this Bill there is a new Tax | 


to be laid upon the People of Great Britain; a Tax I find 
is by this Bill to be laid upon white Herrings ; and I am 
ſure there was no ſuch Tax ever mentioned in the Commut- 
tee of Ways and Means, nor did we come to any Reſolution 
for laying any ſuch Tax upon the People of Great Britain. 
There is not ſo much as one Word of Herrings, or of any 
other Fiſh, in the Reſolution we then came to. Since then 
the Bill now before us is no way warranted by that Reſolu- 
tion, the Pa ſſing thereof as it now ſtands would be a break- 
ing through the moſt ſolemn Orders of this Houſe, in Mat- 
ters of the higheſt Conſequence, That of raiſing Money 
and taxing the People of Great Britain; I therefore thinks 


Sir, chat the Bill brought in ought to be withdrawn, and this 
Vhole Aff. ir brought again to be conjidered in the Commit- 
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tee of Ways and Means. As we are now more apprized of 
the Matter before us, than we were at firſt, we may upon 
ſecond Conſideration come to ſuch Reſolutions, as may au- 
thorize the bringing in and paſſing of ſuch a Bill as is now 
before us, without tranſgreſſing the ancient Orders and con- 
ſtant Rules of Proceeding in Matters of fo great Conſequence. 

To this Mr Scrope anſwer d: 

Sir, 

© The Objection that has been made, as to Order, cannot 
properly come in to be debated til! the Bill has been read, for 
till then we c-nnot pretend to be certain of the Contents ; if 
the honourable Gentleman thinks proper, he may then in- 
fiſt upon his ObjeQtion ; but in my Opinion, there is not 
the leaſt Foundation for ſuch an Objection; for when the Bill 
is read, I believe it will appear, that there is no Law men- 
tioned therein to be revived, but what is generally referred 
to in the Reſolution of the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and it has always been the Practice of this Houſe, to revive 
Laws by a General Reference: There are every Year ſome 
expired or expiring Laws revived or continued by a General 
Reference to them, without particularly and at length re- 
citing every one of them. 

a et John Ruſhout replied : 

Ir, ns 

As J was from the beginning, ſo I am ſtill againſt this 
extraordinary Method of raiſing Money by laying a Duty 
upon Salt; but fince ſuch a Method was to be choſen, the 
| regular Way would have certainly been to have come to this 
 Cownright and plain Reſolution, That a Duty of ſo much 
er Buſhel ſhould be laid upon all home-made Salt for a 
Term of three Years. I now find ſuch a regular and plain 
Reſolution was not to be made, becauſe in ſuch a Caſe there 
could not have been the leaſt Pretence for not making the 


Sie J. Ruſhoue, 


Duty general all over the United Kingdoms ; and therefore 
to ſave a Part of the Nation from the Payment of the greateſt 


Part of this Duty, this extraordinary Method has been taken, 
which is as inconſiſtent with the ancient Method of Proceed- 
ug in Parliament, as the Duty itſelf is inconſiſtent with the 


Freedom or the Happineſs of the People: But we ſee the Con- 


| ſequence ; for by taking this new and extraordinary Method, 
| © Blunder was committed in the very firſt Formation of the 
| Reſolution which we were to come to; whether that was 
realy a Blunder, or a Deſign to ſave ſome People from paying 
| any thing towards this Tax, I ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine; but I would have ſome People to conſider, that it 
5 very probable this Tax may be continued after the Ex- 
piration of this Term of three Years ; and if it be, it is not 
very probable that the Indulgence now to be granted, 2 


Air Wal. Piumer. 
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then be continued. IT'his Blunder or Defign, be it which it 
will, in the forming of the Reſolution which we were to 
come to in the Committee of Ways and Means, was however 
accidentally then taken notice of, and was accordingly cor. 
rected in the beſt Manner poſſible; but i wiſh, Sir, that the 
Gentlemen who were then, and ſeem ſtill to be io fond of 
this extraordinary Method of taxing their Fellow- Subjects, 
had then likewiſe taken Notice of all the other Blunders 
that were then committed, rather than that the ancient Me. 
thod of Procceding in this Houſe ſhould be altered, or that 
this Houſe ſhould, by ſuch Blunders, be brought in to do any 
thing that is irregular in an Affair of fo great Conſequence. 

Mr Waiter Plumer ſpoke next. 

Sir, 

When this Affair was under our Conſideration in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, there was not certainly any 
Duty or 'Tax mentioned, but thoſe that were laid on by 
the Acts of the 5th and 6th, and of the gth and 1oth Years 


of the Reign of Ring William: There was no other Duty 


ſo much as mentioned at that Time, by any Gentleman in 
the Committee; but it appears by this Bill now before us, 
that there are Acts of Parliament to be revived, by which a 


quite different Duty was laid upon the Subjects of this Na- 


tion: Theſe Acts being repealed, they are now in the ſame 
Caſe as if no ſuch Acts had ever been made, and therefore 


the reviving of them is the very ſame Thing, as to make a 


new Law for the Taxing of the People of this Nation; and 
conſequently it muſt be granted, that the reviving of them, 
without having conſidered them in the Committee of Ways 


and Means, and coming to a proper Reſolution for that Pur- 


pole, is contrary to the conſtant Practice of this Houſe, in all 
Matters relating to the raifing of Money, or im 

Taxes upon thote who ſent us hither, for the Preſervation of 
their Liberties and Properties, as well as of our own. The 
Taxing of the People, is an Affair of the higheſt Conſe- 
quence ; no Tax ought to be agreed to, without the molt 
mature Deliberation ; and for that Reaſon our Forefathen 
eſtabliſhed it as a Maxim, never to impoſe any Tax, without 
firſt having it under our Conſideration in the Committee 
of Ways and Means; fo that as long as we obſerve the 
ancient Orders of this Houſe, no Tax can ever be impoſed, 
without coming ſeveral Limes under the Conſideration of 
the Houſe ; but if we depart but one Step from this ancient 
Cuſtom, it will be a moit dangerous Precedent ; we know 
how eaſily bad Precedents are improved upon, and by fuch 
Improvements our Conſtitution may be quite overturned: 
The moſt heavy Taxes may come to be the Produce of 3 
Day, nay the Produce of a few Hours, . Bu 
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. thing as to make new Laws, by which the People are 
ö | jefted to many and grievous Penalties and Forfeitures, with- 
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* But, Sir, This is not all: By this extraordinary Bill, 
and this extraordinary Method of Proceeding, there is ano- 
ther dangerous Precedent introduced, another Breach of the 


Orders of this Houſe committed. In all Bills by which the 


People of this Realm are ſubjected to any Penalties or For 
ſeitures, it is the ancient and the known Practice of this 
Houſe, to leave Blanks for ſuc": Penalties and Forfeitures in 
the firit Draught of the Bill, which Blanks are never filled 
up till the Affair comes before the Houſe in a Grand Com- 


mitder upon the Bill : It muſt be twice read and confidered 


before Blanks are filled up, and a conſiderable Time 
mult intervene between the firſt Reading of the Bill, and the 
3 which Time every Member has 


an Opportunity to conſider the Affair, to conſult with 
others, and to determine whether it be conſiſtent with the 


Liberties of the People, to ſubject them to any Penalties or 
Forfeitures in ſuch Caſes, and to what Penalties or Forfei- 
tures it may be to make them liable. 
and a neceſſary Precaution, and ought not to be 
from upon any Account whatſoever : But in the now 
before us, we are to revive ſeveral Laws, which is the 3 
u 


out giving ourſelves any to conſider of ſuch Pe- 
nalues and Forfeitures when this Bill comes before us in a 


wing 
of iis KL and reſuming the Cankderation ofthis Affair in 


the Committee of Ways and Means.“ 


To this Sir Robert Walpole made the following Anſwer 
Sir, 
I have been long accuſtomed to be affronted and inſult- 
ed, both within Doors and without; but while my Intenti- 


ons are good, while my only Aim is to ſerve my Country ta 


the beſt of my Knowledge, and to the utmoſt of my Power, 
| ſhall always diſregard the Reflections that are thrown out 


Vor. II. — by 


Anno 5. Ceo. I. 
1731-32. 


This is a wiſe 


du R. Walpuie, 
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by thoſe, whoſe Sentiments or Views may be different from 
mine. Gentlemen may talk which way they pleaſe about 
Blunders, but there was no Blunder, nor any bad Deſign in 
the firſt or ſecond Draught of the Reſolutioa paſſed in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, nor in the drawing up of 
the Bill which has been brought in, in purſuance of that 
Reſolution. Even by the firtt Draught of that Reſolution, 
there was no Part of the Nation, but what was ſubjected to 
the Duties propoſed to be laid upon Salt: There were ſome 
Doubts then ſtarteu, which were, in my Opinion, without 
any Foundation: However, to ſatisfy thoſe Gentlemen 
had raiſed ſucl. Doubts, ſome Words were immediately add- 
ed, which, accarding to their own Confethon, put the Matter 
out of Diſpute : And even the Caſe which is now 
to be a Blunder, was under Conſideration, and the Words of 
the Reſolution were concerted ſo as to prevent this, or 
reaſonable Exceptions being taken to the Bill when it ſhould 
be brought in. The Words of the Reſolution we came to 
in the Committee oi Ways and Means were, That towards 
* raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, the ſeveral 
Duties on home-made Salt, granted to the late King William 
and Queen Mary, by an Act of the 5th and 6th Years of 
their Reign, for a Verm of Years, and afterwards made 
« perpetual ; and alſo the additional Duties on Salt, grant- 
* ed by an Act of the gth and 1oth Years of his faid late 
* Majeſty King William, and all the Duties chargeable 
on home-made Salt in Great Britain, which by an Act of 
the 3d Year of his preſent Majeity's Reign, ceaſed and de- 
determined on the 25th of Day of December 1730, be 
revived and granted to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Sueceſ- 
« ſors, for the Term of three Years, from the 25th of March 
© next, 1732. I really ſhould be glad to know what 
Words are wanting in this Reſolution ; for my own part, I 
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cannot imagine any one Word to be wanting, unleſs it be the 1 


Word and, before the Word auhich ; but the leaving out 
even of this Word and was no Blunder ; even that Word 
was then under our Conſideration, and it was judged, that it 
was better to leave it out. | 
I am ſure, Sir, that there is no Man but muſt upon the 
z eading over of that Reſolution conclude, that it refers to all 
and every one of the Acts any way relating to the Salt-Duty, 
which were repcaled by the ſaid Act of the zd Year of bis 
preſent Majeity's Reign. The two Acts of King William and 


Queen Mary's, and of King William's Reign, which are there 


particularly mentioned, were the only two Acts of all thoſe 
that are to be revived, by which any Tax or Duty was laid 
upon the Subject. It had indeed been diſcovered, that dy 
Means of the Draw backs which were allowed upon the Ex- 


partation 
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portation of Herrings, a great many Frauds had been com- n 
mitted, and tne Publick had been cheated out of very large \ 


Sums of Money; and therefore it was afterwards found ne- 
ceſſary to take off thoſe Duties which by thoſe Laws in King 
William's Time were paid upon all Salt uſed in the Curing of 
White Herrings ; and the ſame were accordingly taken off, 
by an Act of the 8th of the late King, and a proportionable 
Duty was thereby laid upon White Herrings cured with Salt 
for Home-Conſumption : But is it not plain that this was no 
new Duty? it was no new Tax laid upon the People; it was 
only a new Method of raiſing the Duty upon ſuch Salt as 
ſhould be thereafter made uſe of in Salting of Herrings, and 
therefore it was applied to the ſame Purpoſes, to which the 
Duties upon Salt had been before applied ; it was not look- 
ed on as a new Fund, nor was it applied to any new Pur- 


; and yet by that Act this Duty 
ceaſed and was aboliſhed as well as all the other Duties upon 
Salt. It is therefore plain we do not tranſgreſs the Orders 
of this Houſe, or the ancient Method of Proceeding with re- 
ſpect to Taxes ; there is no Tax by this Bill to be laid upon 


the People, but what was under our Conſideration in the 


Committee of Supply, and particularly referred to in the Re- 
ſolution then made.” 


As to the other Acts which are to be revived by the Bill 


now before us, they were all made for the more regular raiſ- 


ing of that Duty, which had been laid on by the ſaid two 


Acts of the 5th and 6th of William and Mary, and the gth 


and 10th of William, and for preventing the Frauds which 
might be committed with relation thereunto. When we 
were in the Committee of Ways and Means, and had had the 
Reviving of thoſe Duties under our Conſideration, could any 
Man then imagine that we were to revive thoſe Duties, and 
yet not revive all thoſe Laws, which had been made for the 
regular and fair raiſing of them? No Man could form to 
himſelf ſuch an abſurd Imagination. Theſe Laws were all 
repealed by the Act of the Third of his preſent Majeſty, and as 
that Act is particularly mentioned in the Reſolution we came 
to, therefore we muſt grant that every one of the Laws 
mentioned in this Bill to be revived are generally referrcd to 
in that Reſolution. The very Nature of the Thing itſelf, as 
well as this general Reference, brought every one of thoſe 
Laus neceſſarily under our Conſideration ; and it is certain 
that if any of us had had any ObjeQion to the Reviving of 
any of thoſe Laws, ſuch Obje&ion would then have been 
tarted, and would have been fully conſidered ; but no rea- 
1 2 ſonable 
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jelty ; ſuch References are frequent in the Reſolutions of 
this Houſe ; it is what is done every Year with regard to the 
Malt-'Tax, and yet the Malt-Tax x AQ of the * 
is as much a dead Law, before the new one takes 
any Law whatever. Every Act that ever was paſſed in this 
Houſe for r the Malt-Tax, is in every Clauſe thereof 
as much a new Law as any AR that is by this Bill to be re- 
vived, and therefore it cannot be faid that there is any Law 
nos to be revived, but what was under our Conſideration in 
the Committee of Supply, and is as much referred to by the 
Reſolution we then came to, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, accord- 
ing to the ancient Method of in all ſuch Affairs. 
Even as to Laws infliting Pains and Penalties upon the 
Subject, we know, that it is the common Practice of this 


Houſe to revive ſuch Laws by a General Reſolution ; it is 


or revived, or 3 the Penalties blank to be filled 
when the Houſe goes into a Committee upon the Bill, 

is brought in for the continui 33 
there are, I believe, Sir, a ſuch 1 
Journals of this Houſe. The \making of a general Rec 
of the Laws to be revived by this Bill, is 


1 


Ls: 


i 


thought proper to mention ev 
Man might have it to fay, 
any thing was ſecretly foiſted in, or included under the 


ral Words of the Bill” which wa, not under Confideration 
the Time the Bill was paſſed * : 


j 
it 


. W. Wyndham. 22 illiam WI ſpake next. 
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upon Salt, has ſince that Time changed its Nature ; for 3 
Bill I find is now brought in for reviving the Duty upon 
White Herrings, in Purſuance of a Reſolution of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means Tor reviving the Duties upon 
Salt, laid on by two Acts, in that Reſolution particularly men- 
tioned ; in neither of which is there one Word mentioned 


of any Duty upon White Herrings : This Pretence mi 


perhaps have admitted of ſome Shew of Reaſon, if neither 
of theſe Acts had been mentioned; if we had in genera] 
reſolved to revive the ſeveral Duties on home-made Sale, 
which by an Act of the 3d of his preſent Majeſty's Reign 
ceaſed and determined, ſuch a general Reſolution might have 
perhaps afforded ſome Pretence for reviving this Duty upon 
White Herrings, but even in that Caſe the Pretence would 


have beena very lame one ; for in order to include this 


Tax upon Herrings, we ought to have made our Reſolution 
ſtill more al ; we ought to have reſolved, to revive 
the ſeveral Duties which by the Act of the 3d of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty ceaſed and determined, without the inſerting of 
thoſe Words Home- made Salt; for by the inſerting of thoſe 
Words, we confined the general Reference after-mentioned 
to the Duties on home-made Salt only, and by the inſert- 
ing particularly thoſe Laws of King William's Reign, we 
{fill more ſtrongly confined our ſelves to thoſe Duties, even 
on home-made Salt, which were laid on by thoſe two Adds 
only : If there had been any additional Duty laid even upon 
Salt by any other Act, ſurely no Man will ſay, that by our 
Reſolution, ſuch a Duty could have been revived, Z 
the ſame had ceaſed and determined by the Act of the 3d 
of his preſent Majeſty. Nor is it any Argument for provi 
this Duty upon Fiſh, to be a Duty upon Salt, that it 
and determined by the ſame Law by which the Duties upon 
Salt were taken off, though in that Law there was no Men- 
tion made of the Duty upon White Herrings ; becauſe by 
the very Act which eſtabliſhes this Duty upon White Her- 
rings, there is an expreſs Proviſion, that this Duty upon 
Herrings ſhould ceaſe and determine as ſoon as the Duty 
upon Salt ſhould be taken off, or in Proportion, in caſe any 
Pat of the Duty upon Salt ſhould be taken off, as every Cen- 
tleman may ſee who has a Mind to peruſe the A& of tle 
Sth of his late Majeſty, by which this Duty upon Herring 
was firſt eſtabliſhed. : | 
It has been pretended, that Precedents may be found in 
the Journals of this Houſe for warranting the Method of re- 
viving Laws, which is now contended for ; I do not believe 
that any ſuch Precedent can be found. An obſolete Lav 
may without doubt be revived by a new Law. A Law te- 
pealed may be revived, by repealing of that Law, by _ 
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it was repealed But I do not believe, that ever any Law Arno 5. Ceo. M. 
| was revived, till after the Houſe had taken ſuch Law parti- — 
caularly into their Conſideration in i me fort of Committee | 
or another. The expired or expiring Laws are never re- 
vived or continued till they have been ſeverally and par- 
ticularly examined and conſidered of in 2 Committee, and 
a particular Reſolution made as to each : Do not we every 
Year name a Committee for inſpecting into the Laws ex- 
pired or near expiring, and for conſidering which of them, 
and what Parts of each, are fit to be revived or conti- 
nued ? Does not that Committee examine every one of them 
particularly, and come to a Reſolution upon each Law by 
itſelf? Are not thoſe Reſolutions reported to the Houſe ? 
Then the Houſe takes every one of thoſe Reſolutions ſe- 
parately into Conſideration, and orders a Bill or Bills to be 
brought in, in Purſuance of ſuch of the Reſolutions as are 
unto by the Houſe. Every Member of this Houſe 
knows that this is the conſtant Method of continuing or re- 
viving the Laws that are expiring or expired. And is not 
this directly contrary to the Method we are now about? Can 
any Man fay, that any one of the Laws to be revived by 
this Bill, was ever taken into Conſideration by any Com- | 2 
' mittee of this Houſe, or that any Reſolution has been made 
| and agreed to for reviving all or any one of them? There 
| was not ſo much as one of them mentioned in the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means, when we had the reviving of 
the Duties upon Salt under our Conſideration. They arc 
neither generally nor particularly referred to in the Reſolu- 5M 
tion we then came to. In the whole Reſolution, there is not 
ſo much as one Ward mentioned of the reviving any Law 
whatever; we reſolved only upon reviving of the Duties, 
we did not ſo much as think of reviving any of the Laws 
| relating to the collecting of ſuch Duties. That ought to 
| have been the Affair of another Day; we ought to have taken 
| every one of them ſeparately into our Conſideration, in order 
to have determined which of them were proper to have been 
revived ; and we ought to have come to a particular Re- 
2 * each; and then in Purſuance of all thoſe Re- 
| utions, ſuch a Bill as the preſent might have been regu- 
| larly brought in. | * o 
| As to the Malt-Tax-Bill, there is no ſort of Parallel. It 
' 3 true, the Malt-Tax-Act of the preceding Year muſt cer- 
tainly be expired before the new one can take Place; but 
while the new Bill is under the Conſideration of the Houſe, 
the old is ſubſiſting: Vet even in that Caſe we do not lay any 
Tax upon the Subject, till it has been particularly before us 
m the Committee of Ways and Means. We there take all 
| The Duties laid on by the former Bill particularly into our 
| Conſider- 
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ame g. Geo. 1, Conſideration, and the Reſolution we always come to 
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continuing the ſame Duties: This new Bill is indeed 


filled up 
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that the fame Duties ſhall be raiſed upon Malt, &c. 
were raiſed by ſuch a former Act, particularly i 
red to; upon this Reſolution a new Bull is brought 
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1, 


rally much the fame with the former ; but in this 
there is no or expired Law revived : Bi 
entirely new, and whatever Penalties or Forfeitures are 

by to be inflifted upon the Subject. are left blank to 
when the Houſe goes into a Committee upon 
Bill: The fame Penalties are indeed generally filled 
not till the Houſe has an Opportunity to examine 
a Committee upon the Bill: This ſhews that the 


nor any Authority for the Bill now before us, ; 
a great many Laws are to be revived, which | 
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Obje&ions : This Bill w 


for thoſe that come after us : A Precedent, Sir, that will be 
an eternal Reproach upon this Seſſion of Parliament, and a 
Precedent that our lateſt Paſterity will have Cauſe to co 
plain of. 
| Hereupon Mr Clayton ſaid, 
— * | | 1 
* I ſhall take Notice only of one thing relating to the De 
bate. It is well known, that upon the Death of every Kung, 
all thoſe Duties which had been granted for the Support ot 
the Civil Liſt, expired of Courſe, and are in the Caſe as if 
no ſuch Duties had ever been granted; and yet the ar $4 


a& 
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Parliament next after the Acceſſion of a Succeſſor, thoſe very Anno 5. Geo. u. 
Duties are all revived, and are ſettled upon the Succeſſor, 
for his Life, by a general Bill : It is no wa 


-=.2g P 
ſent Method of Proceeding, to which I defy any Man to 


re a ſufficient Anſwer. 
Upon this Mr Walter Plumer ſtood up, and faid, 


Sir, 


, 1 our 2 
Conſideration of this Affair in the Committee of Ways 
It is no Scandal, Sir, for us, or for any Man to own 


that he has been in a Miſtake; the wiſeſt Men are not 
infallible ; but for Men to perſiſt in a Miſtake, after it is 
diſcovered, or even after they begin to doubt whether they 
are in a Miſtake or no, does not favour much of Wiſdom, 
more eſpecially in an Affair which may be ſo eaſily reftifi- 
ed. This Seſſion of Parliament muſt continue fitting for 


4s to what the worthy Member who ſpoke laſt obſerved 


about the Civil Liſt Duties, it muſt be granted, that they 


at the Death of every King ; and, Sir, it mult likewiſe be 
| , that fince the firſt Eſtabliſhment uf ſuch Duties, they 
ave all been moſt y revived by the very firſt Par- 
liament after the Acceſſion of the next Succeſſor. But in 
what manner ? Why, Sir, by the Houſe's taking them one 
by one under Conſideration in a Committee, and ing to a 
particular Reſolution as to every one: Then 1 one 
Vor. 8 g . 
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And. 8. Geo. II. general Bill is ordered to be brought in, in Purſuance of all 
— theſe particular Reſolutions : But is not this, Sir, a Method 
of Proceeding quite different from the Method we are now 
in? If thoſe Civil Lift Duties had ever been revived by a 
eral Reſolution, and a great m:ny expired or repealed 
enal Laws, relating to the Collecting of them, revived by 
a general Reference in the new Bill, without being mentioned 
in the Reſolution of the Committee, then an Argument 
might have been from thence drawn for the Regularity of 
our preſent Method of Proceeding ; but as there never was 
any ſuch thing pretended to be done in the reviviug of thoſe 
Civil Liſt Duties, I am of Opinion, that 2 uſual Method 
of Proceeding with reſpect to the Revival of them, is a very 
ſtrong Argument 7 the Regularity of the Method u. 

are now in, with reipe to this favourite Scheme of reviyi 
the Duties upon Salt. And thus, Sir, I hope, I have given 


a ſufficient Anſwer to the Argument made uſe of by the 


Gentleman who ſpoke laſt. But, Sir, as to the Duty itlelf 
I am ſurprized that there ſhuulu be any farther Diſpute 
about it, for it really appears to me, that every Man in this 
Houſe is againſt it: Even of thoſe who at firſt ſeemed to be 
for it ſome have fince acknowledged, that it will be an into- 
lerable Grievance upon the People in Scotland; and the reſt 
have acknowledged, that it will be liable to a great many 
Frauds : Sir, I cannot think that any Man, wo thinks this 
Duty an intolerable Grievance upon Scotland, will be for 
reviving it; and we have ſo many fraudulent Practices al- 
ready in this Kingdom, that I cannot think any Man will be 
for reviving a Duty which he thinks will increaſe them. 
this Away really 
ſe is 
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8 being over, the Bill was read a ſecond Time, 
and a Motion being made for the committing thereof, and 
the. Queſtion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative, 
n and it was reſolved, That the Houſe 
would reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
upon the ſaid Bill, an the 8th Inſtant. 

March 7. Mr Rolle ted, according to Order, 2 
Bill, for amending and making more effectual an Act made 


A Rill, Fer uri in the gth Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, intitled, 4 
benen, uad de Act for ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by the far- 
firſt Tine. ther Qualifying the Members to fit in the Houſe of Commons 

which was — 2 firſt Time, and order'd to be read a ſe- 
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The fame Day two Bills were brought in, relating to 
George Robin ion und John 'I'hompſon, purſuant to an Or- 
der of the 25th of February, which were both read twice 
and committed: It was alſo ordered, That the Committee do 
make the ſaid two Bills into one. 

March 8. After the Order of the Day was read, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the Salt-Bili, it was moved and ordered, without 
any Diviſion, That it ſhould be an Inſtruction to the ſaid 
Committee, that they ſhould have Power to receive a Clauſe 
of Credit. Then the Country Party moved, That it ſhould 


be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they ſhould 


have Power to receive a Clauſe to reſtrain any Perſon, during 
the Time he ſhall be concerned or employed in the charging, 
collecting, levying, or managing any of the Duties to be 
granted by the ſaid Bill, from being a Returning Officer, 
or voting, or influencing any Elector to vote, in Elections 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament, which paſſed in the 
Negative. Then it was mov'd, © That it ſhould be an In- 


ſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they ſhould have Power 


to receive a Clauſe, to exempt from the Duties to be laid by 


the ſaid Bill, all home-made Salt uſed in victualling Ships, 
which having likewiſe a Negative put upon it, the Coun- 


try Party moved again, That it ſhould be an Inſtruction 
to the ſaid Commuctee, that they ſhould have Power to 
receive a Clauſe, that the Potters might be allowed a Draw- 
back of the Duty upon all Salt uſed in glazing their Ear- 
then- Ware: And alſo, That it ſhould be an Inſtruction 
to the ſaid Committee, that they ſhould have Power to re- 


_ ceive a Clauſe, that Salt uſed for man::ring of Land ſhould 


be exempt from the Duties to be laid by the ſaid Bill.” Like- 
wiſe, © That it ſhould be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Com- 
mittee, that they ſhould have Power to receive a Clauſe 


to fix the Aſſize of all Salt, which ſhould be fold before 
the Duties laid by the faid Bill ſhould take Place.” All 


theſe Motions met with the ſame Fate with the former, but 
it was ordered, That the Committee ſhould have Power 
to receive a Clauſe to make void all Bargains then ſubſiſling 
very of Salt at any future I ime. Then the 
Houſe refolv'd itſelf into the ſaid Committee; and Mr. 


| Speaker refamed the Chair: After which it was refolv'd, 
' That the Houſe ſhould again reiolve itſelf into a Commit 


tee of the whole Houſe, on the 1oth, to conſider farther 

of the ſaid Bill. | 
March 10. The above Order being read, a Motion was 
made, That it ſhould be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Com- 
mittee, that they ſhould have a Power to receive a Clauſe 
ta exempt from the Duties, to be laid by the faid Bill, Salt 
Gg 2 uſed 
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Arco g. Geo. It. uſed in drefling and curing of Leather: And alſo, That 
. | it ſhould be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, to ex. 
empt from the Duties, to be laid by the ſaid Bill, Salt uſed 
in making Glaſs and Glaſs Bottles; but the Queltion being 
t upon both theſe Motions, it was carried in the Negative. 
hen it was ordered, without a Diviſion, That the Com- 
mittee ſhould have Power to receive a Clauſe, for allowing 
Fiſh cured with Scots Salt to be brought from Scotland into 
England, the Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall bring the ſame, 
paying ſuch Duties upon bringing in ſuch Fiſh, at the Port 
it is brought to, as, added to the Duty payable upon Salt 
made in _—_— _— 8 the — lk 

in England, for Quantity of Salt nece 1 
ry N After this the Houſe reſolved itſelf 2 
ſaid Committee, and went through the Bill, and the Speaker 
having reſumed the Chair, the Report was ordered to be 


| receiv'd on the 2oth. | 8 
The hill relating March 13. The Bill againſt George Robinſon and John 
fon, and Tan- Thompſon was read a third Time, and ſent up w the 
Ent ie . and Lords, where it paſs'd very ſpeedily, and on the 2oth In- 
ſtant had the Royal Aſſent. 
March 15. The Sugar-Colony Bill was read the thind 


Bill rear the ting 
Time, paſs'd, and Time, and paſs d, and Mr Winnington was order d to em 
There the Lords it up to the Lords, where it was dropt as it had been in the 
preceding Seſſion. : 
The Salt-Bill read March 21. The Salt-Bill was read the third Time, and 2 
and patss, * Motion being made that the ſame do paſs, and the Queſt 
| | being put thereupon, it was carried in the Affirmative, 
207 againſt 135. 5 
Lord Gage pre- March 22. Lord Gage reported from the Committee 
fora Report ;;. pointed to inquire into the fraudulent Sale of the 
kale Be tothe of Derwentwater's Eſtate, that they had examin'd 
to be printed. port, with an Appendix, which he read in his Place. 
it was order'd, That the faid Report and A 
The Bill, Fw 6 March 23. The Bill, For the better ſecuring the Freedim 
of Par! amente,reag Of Parliaments, by farther Qualifying Members to fit in the 
dd Third Time, Hane of Commons, was read the third Time, and the 
ſtion being put, that the Bill do paſs, it was carried in 
Negative, by 66 Votes againſt 60. 3 : : 
Motion for a com- Then a Motion was made, That a Committee be appointed 
i any Memt'®> to inquire, whether any Member of that Houſe did fic in the 
Gate, coutrary to Houſe contrary to Law ; but the Queſtion being put, it 
q paſſed in the Negative, by 83 Votes againſt 37. 
March, 30. The Report preſented by the Lord Gage on 
the 22d Inſtant, was read, and taken into Conſideration, 
whereupon it was reſolved, Nem. Con. I. That on the * 
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Anno 5. Geo. 11. ing the Life of Charles Ratcliffe, with the Arrears thereof, 
— . to Matthew White, E(q; 

The H. uſe reſolve After this the Houſe reſolved, Nem. Con. That any 
he elt Commiſſioner and Truſtee, appointed by the faid A& gf 
It Parliament, directing or permitting the Secretary of the Com- 
n Namie of miſſion, or any other Perſon, to ſign the Name of any ab- 
— po — ſent Commiſſioner and Truſtee, in order to make up the 


ehe Tru Number of Commiſſioners and Truſtees required by the faig 


AR, to any Sale, Contract, or other Proceedings, was guil. 
ty of a Violation of the ſaid Act, and of an high Breach 

of Truſt. 
Debate concerning Then a Motion was made to reſolve, That any ab. 
p abſent £0:231- ſent Commiſſioner and Truſtee appointed by the faid Ad of 
the Secretary w Parliament, impowering any Perſon to fign his Name for 
| him, in order to make up the Number of Commiſſioners 
and Truſtees required by the faid Act, to Matters of Form 
in Proceedings under the ſaid Act, was guilty of a great l- 
regularity in the Execution of the {id Act: But many Mem- 
bers being of Opinion, That it was as great a Violation of 
the Act, and as high a Breach of Truit, for any abſent Com- 
miſſioner to impower any Perion to ſign his Name for him, 
in order to make up the Number of Commiſſioners required, 


as it was for any Commuſſioner preſent to direct or permit 


any other Perſon to fign the Name of any abſent Commiſſo- 
ner, in order to make up the Number of Commiſſioners pre- 
ſent ; the ſaid Motion was warmly oppos'd : However, after 
a long Debate, the Queſtion was put, and it was carried for 
the Motion, by 175 Votes againſt 140. 
Der:ais Bone, Ei; That Part of the Committee's Report, which related 
beneide Henle. to Dennis Bond, Eſq; Member for Poole, being read, it 
was reſolv'd, That he was guilty of a notorious Breach af 
Truſt, as a Commiſhoner for Sale of the forfeited Eſtates, 


and that he be for the ſaid Offence expell'd the Houſe. 


The fame Reſolutions were made with regard to Serjeant 
Birch, Member for Weobly, and he was alſo expell'd the 
Houſe. | 


Sir Juhn Evies ot Then that Part of the Report which related to Sir John | 
| of 


ed yuiity of an le- 


regulirity; and Eyles, Member for London, was read, and the Recital 
primanded by Mr Conveyance enter d in a Book belonging to the ſaid Com- 
— miſſioners and Truſtees was read; then it was reſolved, 
That he was guilty of a great Irregularity as a Commulſho- 
ner and Truſtee for Sale of the forfeited Eitates for the Uſe 
of the Publick, by impowering Mr Samuel Allen, Secreta- 


ry of the Commiſſioners and Truſtees for the Sale of the 


ſaid Eſtate, to ſign his the ſaid Sir John Eyles's Name, when 
abſent, in order to make up the Number of Commiſſionen 


and Truſlees required by Act of Parliament, to Matters of 


Form 
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Form in Proceedings under the faid Act. And it was or- 
der'd, That he ſhould for his ſaid Offence be reprimanded 
in his Pl.ce by che Speaker, and that he ſhould attend the 
Houſe in his Place the next Morning. 
March 31. 1 he Speaker reprimanded Sir John Eyles, as 
follows: | 


Sir John Eyles, | 
HE Houſe have come to a Reſolution, that you are 

| guilty of a great Irregularity, as a Commiſſioner and 
Truſtee for Sale of the Forfeited Eftates for the Uſe of 

| the Publick, by impoxwvering Mr Samuel Allen, Secretary of 
the Commiſſioners and Truſtees for the Sale of the ſaid Eſtates, 
to fign your Name, auhen abſent, in order to make up the 
Number of Commiſſioners and Truſtees required by A of 
Parliament, to Matters of Form, in Proceed. under the 
ſaid 48. 

And peoples 5, a Command upon me, which is the only 
one, I can truly ſay, that I ever received with any Uneaſs- 
neſs in the Place I now fit ; not from any Doubt of the 
Juſtice of the Command, nor from any Unwillingneſs in me 
to obey an Order of the Houſe ; but becauſe you, Sir, are un- 
fortunately the Subject F it, for whom I have akvays had 
the greateſt Perſonal Regard. 

The Offence you are guilty of having come within the Ne- 
tice of the Houſe, it was impoſſible it ſhould eſcape their Cen- 
| ſure, a: it had a Reference ta a Truſt repoſed in yon; repos d 
by Parliament! the higheſt and moſt ſacred Authority any 
Subject of this Kingdom can act under ! and with a particu- 
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1732. 
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The Speaker's Re · 
pr: mand to Sir 


John Eyles. 


lar Confidence in you, and the others join d with you, becauſe 


| of the Relation you bore to the Parliament: A Truſt of great 
Importance, and which required great Pains and Attention to 
it, and for that à very confiderable Recomperice wwas aſſigned 
to you out of the publick Treaſure. The Recompence, Sir, 
you enjoy'd ; but the Pains and Attention expetted from you, 
you Fail d in, and illegally delegated your Truſi, in Irftances 
where a falſe and fraudulent Uſe has been made of it. 
But, happy for you, Sir, it appears to the Houſe to have 
been a Matter rather of evil Example, than evil Intention 
in you ; for which Reaſon, the Reſolutions of ihe Houſe, on 
this Occaſion, have a Mixture of Fuſtice and Mercy; and 
as your Offence will always juſtify the Cenſure of the Houſe 
upon you, let it be your Care, Sir, that your future Beha- 
Viour always juſtify the Lenity of the Houſe to you. Let the 
Justice of the Houſe make you fear, and the Clemency of the 
Houſe make it a Matter of Sorrow in you to offend again. 
| This Senſe, I perſuade myſelf, you have of the Judgment 
ve Houſe has pass d upon you; which is, That I repri- 
1 mand 
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Ar. 
To this Sir John Eyles made the following Reply: 
Mr Speaker, 
Sir John Eylars > Am very mach aframed of an Offence that has drawn 


upon me the Animadverſions and Cenſure of this 


Houſe ; an Offence, ks SE 


— 
in which you, Sir, have drawn it, be 
a laſting Memento of future Caution. 

* The Juc the Houſe has paſſed upon me I endure 
* with a dutiful Submiſſion ; and you, Sir, having ſhewn that 
* Tenderneſs and Humanity, which is agreeable to your Na- 
ture, in pronouncing it, and thereby, —— 
* abated ts Rigour ; n 

* fincere Acknowledgment to yourſelf, and alſo to the Houſe, 
* for their Favour in not carping tis Cnfre n ark 


| _ © Conſequence. 
. 4.0 The Lord Gage, Chaim of the Cummins 
Lord G:ye for his to inquire into the fraudulent Sale of Lord Derwentwater's 


+ it, I had fearce any Idea of being zug to blame 
I am made truly ſenſible of it, and the 
© lively Colours in 

to me 


ven to his Lordſhi for the great Service he had thereby 
ne the Publick. hen it was order'd, That the Report 
of the ſaid Committee be printed. | 


— 
1 [See p. 221.] and neither of them, but 
particularly Robinſon, not having appeared or ſurrendered him- 
ſelf in the Terms of the faid Act; it was moved, That he 
be expel 


| yet they know 
but that he had ſurrendered himſelf to the other ; and there 
fore they moved, That a Committee ſhould be appointed w 
inſpe&t the Journals of the Lords, and to report to that 
Houſe, whether any and what Proceedings had been before 


the Lok is Onions of > AR nat that Seſſion, in- 
titled, An A to encourage and compel George Robinſon, Ef; 
and John Thompſon to appear, &c. But to ts this it was an- 
ſwered, That according to the Terms of the ſaid Act, the 
faid Robinſon might have ſurrendered himſelf wow 

3 


Eſtate, having taken a great deal of Pains in that Affair, it 
Chariabl Corpo was refoly'd, Nem. Con. That the Thanks of this Houſe be 
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Houſe. and might thereby have freed himſelf from the Pains, 
to which he was by the ſaid Act ſubjected, in caſe of his not 
appearing and ſurrendering ; but this they had nothing to 
do with, when they came to conſider whether or no he 


ought to be expell'd ; becauſe in that Queſtion, the only Point 


to be conſider'd of was, whether or no he had attended 


the Service of the Houſe accurding to Order; if he had, 


it would appear by his anſwering for himſelf in his Place, or 
by ſome Mcmber's riſing up and making an Excuſe for him; 
if he had not, he was guilty of a high Contempt of the 
Orders and Authority of that Houſe, for which he ought to 


be expelled ; and that therefore they had not in the preſenc 


Queſtion any Buſineſs with the Journals of the other Houſe.” 
At laſt the Queſtion was put upon this Motion, and it was 
carried in the Negative. Then the Houle came to a Reſolu- 


tion, Nem. Con. That George Robinſon, Eſq; having been 


charged in Parliament with being privy to, and cc rned in 
many indirect and fraudulent I ractices, in the jagement 
of che Affairs of the Charitable Corporation for Relief of 
induſtrious Poor, by aſſiſting them with ſmall Sams upon 
Pledges at legal Intereſt ; and with having got into his 


Anne 83. Ceo. H. 
I 


_""_w_—_ 
— — 


Hands very large Sums of Money belonging to the ſaid Cor- 


poration; and being returned a Burgeſs to ſerve in this pre- 


ſent Parliament for the Borough of Great Marlow, in the 
County of Bucks, and having never attended the Service 
cf the Houſe, although required ſo ta do, was guilty of a 
high Contempt of the Orders and Authority of the Houſe. 
Then it was likewiſe reſolved, Nem Con. That the ſaid 
George Robinſon, Eſq; ſhould be for his ſaid Offence ex- 
pelled the Houſe: And Mr Speaker was ordered to iſſue 
his Warrant for making out a new Writ for the faid 
Borough of Marlow, in his Place. 

The fame Day the Houſe reſolv'd itſelf into a Commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe, to conſider farther of the Supply ; 
and the Eſtimates of the ſeveral Sums o' Money due to the 
King of Denmark, by virtue of his late Majeſty's Declara- 
tion to that Purpoſe, for the Agio or Difference of the Sub- 
kdies payable to the Crown of Denmark, in purſuance of 
the Treaty between his late Britannick Majeſty, the moſt 


_ Chriſtian King, and the King of Denmark, dated tlie 6th 


of April 1727, together with ſeveral other Paper: relating 
to that Affair, were referred to the ſaid Committee. Then 
a Motion being made, That the Sum of 22,6941. 75. 6d. 
be granted to make good the ſaid Agio or Difference; the 
lame was warmly oppoſed by ſeveral Members, but at laſt 
the Queſtion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative. 
April 4. The above Reſolution being reported to the 
Houſe, a Motion was made that the Houſe do agree with 
Tak I... H h the 
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the Committee, which after fome Debate, was carried in 
the Affirmative, by 216 Votes againit 104. 
April 6. Lord Gage preſented to the Houſe, a Bill, F. 
making void the ſeveral Contracts for Sale of the late Eat 


of Derwwentacater's Eſtate, which was read the firſt Time, 


* 


and order'd to be read a ſecond Time. 

April 17. A Petition of William Smith, Eſq; and Mat- 
thew White, Eſq; was preſented to the Houſe, and read; 
praying to be heard by their Council againſt the ſaid Bil, 
which Petitions were ordered to lie upon the Table till the 
ſecond Reading thereof ; and that the Petitioners might be 
then ſeverally heard by their Counſel : Hereupon a Motion 
was made, That the Witneſſes, who were to be examined for 
and againſt the aid Bill at the ſecond Reading thereof, 
ſhould be examined in the moſt folemn M.inner. This oc- 


caũoned a long Debate in the Houſe. "Thoſe that were 


againſt the Quettion repreſented, * That the Houſe of Lords 
had always inſiſted upon it, that the Houſe of Commons, 
being no Court of Judicature, had not therefore a Power to 
examine Witneſſes in the moſt ſolemn Manner, at the Bar of 


their Houſe : That though this Power had always been 


claimed and inſiſted upon by the Houſe of Commons, yet 


it was a Point (till in Diſpute between the two Houſes: And 


that if the Houſe of Commons ſhould upon that Occaſion 


make uſe of this diſputed Power, it would occaſion a Breach 
between the two Houſes, which might not only prove to be 
the Loſs of the Bill then under Conſideration, but might be 


of much worſe Conſequence, by putting a full Stop w al 


the publick Buſineſs of the Nation; it being well known, 
that whenever any Breach happened between the two Houſes, 
It proved always to be a very difficult and tedious Matter to 
re-eſtabliſh that Harmony, which ought always to ſubſilt be 


tween the two Houſes, and without which the publick Aﬀars 


of che Nation cannot be carried on; ſo that their coming 


to any ſuch Reſolution might intirely unhinge the Govem- 
ment, and throw the whole Kingdom into Confuſion.” 


Thoſe Members upon the other hand, who were for the Qt. 


ſtion, declared the great Regard and Concern they had forthe 


Bill then under Conſideration, and for the publick Peace and 
Quiet of the Nation ; but ſaid, That the true Method of pre 
ſerving the publick Quiet of the Nation was, for each 
Houſe to take care to preſerve thoſe Powers and Privileg 
which properly belong to them ; for if that Houſe ſhould 
begin to yield up, ar not exert a Power which they had ab 
ways enjoyed, only becauſe the other Houſe pretended to 
diſpute their having any ſuch Power, they might come 1 
laſt to be ſtript of all the Powers and Privileges they eber 
had or could pretend to: That it was well known, 8 
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Houſe of Commons had always been uſed to impower their ano g. Geo. 1. 
Committees to examine Witneſſes before then in the moſt * 


ſolemn Manner; and it was very odd to pretend, that the 
Houle itſelf could not make ule of that Power which they 
every Day delegated to their Committees; it was not to 
be preſumed, thut the other Houſe would raiſe any ſuch 
groundleſs Diſpute : That it might perhaps be pretenced, that 
as the Houſe of Commons w:.s no Court of Judicature, they 
could not therefore adminiſter an Oath ; but that was not 
now to be brought into Queſtion, becauſe they might get ſuch 
of the Members as were Juſtices of the Peace to adminiiler 
the Oath to the Witneſſes, upon which Oath the Witneſſes 
might afterwards be examined at the Bar of the Houſe ; or 


they might get one of the Judges to come to the Speaker's 


Chamber to adminiſter th: Oath to the Witneſſes, which 
was no new or unheard-of Method of Proceeding ; for that 
there was upon their Journals a Precedent for the tame, and 


that Method was then allowed of by the other Houſe with- 


out any Diſpute : 'That even as to their having a Power of 


| adminiltring an Oath in the molt folemn Manner, they 
| hoped that there was no Member of that Houſe who doubted 


thereof; and if it were to be brought into Diſpute, it could 


be proved to the Conviction of all impartial Men: That the 


Houſe of Commons was certainly a Court of Record, their 
being ſuch having been admitted of by the other Houſe in the 


moſt folemn Manner, as appeared by the 6th of Henry VIII. 


Chap. 16. By which it was enacted, © That no Knight, &c. 


* ſhould depart from the Parliament without the Licence of 
the Speaker and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, to be 
* entered upon Record, in the Clerk of the Parliament's 


Book, on pain to loſe their Wages.” That this was an in- 


diſputable Teſtimony of their being a Court of Record, and as 


ſuch they certainly had a Power to adminiſter an Oath in 


any Affair which came properly before them, and upon 
which it was neceſſary that Witneſſes ſhould be examined : 
That as there was a Precedent for examining Witneſſes in the 


moit ſolemn Manner at the Bar of their Houſe, without 


bringing their Power of adminiltring of Oaths into Diſpute, 
if the preſent Queltion was agreed to, they might follow 
that Precedent, and thereby prevent all Occaſion of Difference 
—_ the two Houſes.” 

the previous Queſtion being put, That the Queſtion 
be now put upon the ſaid Motion, it paſſed in the Negative. 


The Majority of the Houſe, being defirous to have the 


Bill paſs'd, were unwilling to agree to any Motion that 
might create a Difference between the two Houſes, and 
thereby hazard the Loſs of the Jill. 


H h e | | Ab: Fry 
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Arno g Geo. 11. April 20. Mr Sandys preierted to the Houſe a farther Re. 
— por: from the Committee appointed to inquire into the Cha. 

The Report from: Titable Corporation, which, with an Appendix, he read in 

the Tunze en his Place, and the fame was order d to be printed: To this 

Corporation d. therefore, which may be found in the POLITIC 4; 


de rd to be pr int- 


ad. STATE for December 1732, we refer the inquiſitive 
Reader for the tedious Particulars of this iniquitous Tranſ. 
action. | 


The Bill for v2- April 21. The Bill for making void the Sale of the late 


Dae Earl of Derwentwater s Eſtate was read a ſecond Time, and 
Sewn Time, the Counſel heard for — againſt it. 
Lad comme. April 24. The ſaid Bill was, without ary Oppoſition 
* a Committee of the whole Houle. 
Sir Robert guten, May 4. Upon the farther Hearing of the Report, made by 
eus n lade the Committee appointed to inquire into the Affair of the 
Tre 0, accent Charitable Corporation, which had been ſeveral Days under 
Curporalich, Conſideration, Sir Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant 
| were expelled the Houſe. | 
Mction to re May 8. The Houſe reſumed again the Conſideration of 
K. Seen 's;, the {aid Report, and a Motion was made to reſolve, That Sir 
N bg Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant, Dennis Bond, Eſq; 
G. Jackfvn, (who had been expelled this Seſſion, on account of the frau- 
W. Squire,” dulent Sale of Lord Derwentwater's Eſtate, See 5. 238.) 
2 William Burroughs, Eſq; George Jackſon, Benjamin Nobin- 
F. Nen ſon, William Squire, George Robinſon, John Thompſon, 
Þaving been Richard Wooley, and Thomas Warren, having been gui 
2% Ball and o of many notorious Breaches of Truit, and many indirect 
per fraudulent and fraudulent Practices in the Direction and 
Mangement of of the Affairs of the Charitable Corporation, and having 
Dol poration, ought thereby occaſioned great Loſſes to many of his Majeſty's 
Sc 2 la ne Subjects, ought to make a juſt Satisfaction for the ſame: But 
— ſome Members were for leaving out the Words, ought to 
Debate thereon. Make a juſt Satisfaction for the ſame ; hereupon Mr Shippen 
ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 
At Stippen Ihe Houſe is extremely obliged to the honourable Gen- 
Aer on ut tlemen of the Committee, for the great Pains they have 
88 taken, and for the great Skill they have ſhewn, in detefting 
a dark and execrable Scene of Villainy : And ſurely we 
ought not to entertain any Propoſition which comes from 
them, in conſequence of their Inquiry and of our own 
Proceedings, with Jealouſy and Diſtruſt. 
] can therefore by no Means agree with thoſe Gentlemen, 
who ſuſpect that there is ſome latent and diſguiſed Meaning 
in the Queſtion before us, and who are for leaving out the 
letter Part of it; becauſe I think no Queition was ever 
fraud with more Candour, or conceived in more clear ani 
intelligidi 
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intelligible Terms, than this is ; and the latter Part is fo Anno g. Geo. IL 
far from being exceptionable or ſuperfluous, that it is the 3 
neceilary, the natural Concluſion from the Premiſes contain- 
ed in the firſt Part: For tince the Perſons named have been 
lately voted guilty of the Crimes, with which they ſtand 
charged in the Report of our Committee, what is the next 
Step we are to take, but to vote ſome Puniſhment ? and what 
Puniſitment ſo mild with regard to the Offenders, or ſo juſt 
0 with Regard to the Sufferers as Reſtitution ? 
a « Let us take the whole Queſtion together, and we ſhall 
judge beſt of the Propriety and Coherence of its ſeveral 
, | Clauſes. It runs thus, viz. © That Sir Robert Sutton, &c. 
* having been guilty of many notorious Breaches of Truſt, and 
many indirect and fraudulent Practices, in the Direction and 
Management of the Affairs of the Charitable Corporation 
for Relief of Induſtrious Poor, by aſſiſting them with ſmall 
sums upon Pledges at legal Intereſt; and having thereby 
* occaſioned great Loſſes to many of his Majeſty's Subjects, 
* ought to make a juſt Satisfaction for the ſame.” 

Now, as I have already ſaid, no Queſtion was ever 
concetved in more clear and intelligible Terms than this is; 
anu I am at a Loſs to comprehend, why Gentlemen ſhould 
diſlike any Expreſſions in it, eſpecially, why the ingenious 
Lord, and the worthy Perſon his Second, ſhould object to 
the Words, Juſ Satisfaction. For certainly they cannot ima- 

* theſe Words will be declared unintelligible in this 
uſe, where the Nature and Meaning of Juſtice is ſuppoſed 
y well underſtood, as it is or ought to be 
Ir all our Determinations; and they 
muſt forgive me, if I think no Dutch Commentator ever 
miſtook the Senſe of an Author more groſaly, than they 
have miſtaken the Senſe of this 

„But what is moſt remakable in this Debate is the Im- 
patience ſome Gentlemen 3 » whether the Ad- 
vocates for the Queſtion intend to * againſt the Offen- 
ders by Impeachment or by Bi 122 
mand that we ſhould immediately come to a Reſolution. 

* Whence can this Impatience ariſe ? If it ariſes from 
Compaſſion, why were theſe very Gentlemen, who now in- 
terpoſe, ſilent? Why did they ſuffer the Objects of their 
Compaſſion to be unanimouſly cenſured, when they had made 
but an inſufficient Defence for themſelves, and wanted the Aid 
of their Eloquence ? If it ariſes from Curioſity, I think it 
ought rather to be kept in Suſpence than gratified, becauſe 
it is unſeaſonable and irregular. If it wifes from the Fears 
and Apprehenfions of particular Perſons ; why ſhould others, 
| Vho are under no ſuch Anxiety, be — 
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anne 5. Geo, M. thoſe Fears and Apprehenſions. eſpecially when it is im: 


1732. 


poſſible for them to know how well they may be grounded. 
* Since then no good Reaſon appears to jultity this extra} 


ordinary Demand; fince this Queſtion is only declarative of 


our preſent Diſpoſition to do juſt ce, and to give Satisfae. 
tion to the injured and diſtreſſed Proprietors, methinks 
there ſhould be no Difficulty in paſſing it: For we fhall be 
as much at Liberty, after we have pufſed it, as we are before, 
to chooſe that Method of Proceeding, which ſhall be 


moſt proper, when we are ſufficiently prepared for a fin} 


Deciſion. 


What has been ſaid, concerning the Difference betwixt 


Impeachments and Bills of Attainder, is foreign to our pre 


ſent Point, and might have been ſpared in an Audience 
where that Argument hath been fo fully and frequently gif. 
cuſſed, at the End of almoſt every Adminiſtration. 

We all know, that Impeachments are the ancient Parliz. 
mentary Method of bringing Publick Criminals to Publick 


Juſtice, and it is the Method we ought to purſue on comma | 


and ordinary Occaſions. Not but that it is liable to many 
Difficulties, to the Tediouſneſs and Perplexity of Forms, to 
the Caprice of the Houſe of Lords, by which means Juſtice 


| hath very often been delayed, and ſometimes entirely de- 


feated. 

We all know too, that Bills of Attainder are the utmoſt 
Stretch, and the terrible Part of Parliamentary Power, which 
ought never to be exerted, but in the moſt heinous and moſt 


flagrant Inſtances. I have always conſidered them as ſuch: 


My Averſion is ſufficiently known by my conſtant Oppoſ- 


tion to them; and 1 no Man the Glory of having 


carried Bills of Pains and ties through this Houſe, by 
being Proſecutor, Judge, Juryman, and even Evidence in 
the ſame Cauſe. | | 3 885 

© But ſhould it happen in our Day, that an overgromn 
unweildy Miniſter of State ſhould tumble from the Height af 
his Power, and fall under the Cenſure of this 8 
protecting Fraud, and patronizing Corruption: A Mini 
Sir, 5 may have ks fach Bills, as are now dreaded, 
the Inſtruments of his perſonal Vengeance, and the Support 
of his cruel Adminiſtration; perhaps the Voice of an injured 
and oppreſſed Nation, crying aloud | for Juſtice, and demand- 
ing ſpeedy and exemplary Puaiſhment, may then prevail 
over Gentlemen's natural Inclinations, and force them to 
comply with what they would otherwiſe decline and diſap- 
prove; nor could the Criminal himſelf, with any Ap 
pearance of Modeſty, or Colour of Rraſon, complain; for 
Lex Talionis would at leaſt be A. gumentum ad Hominen, - 
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the World would univerſally allow, that it would be a righte- Anno g Geo. u. 
ous Judgment, for Necis Artifices Arte perire ſua. But we = 4 
ſhall have a better Opportunity of explaining ourſelves, and - 
delivering our Sentiments at large, if the Caſe which I here 
only ſuppoſe, ſhould ever come actually before us, and under- 

a Parliamentary Examination. | 

I ſhould apologize for this Digreſſion, had not the Courſe 
of the Debate led me into it, and made it neceſſary to fay 
ſometliing on theſe Heads: But I ſhall conclude with return- 
ing to the Queition, and humbly offering my Opinion, that 
we ought to aſſure the Proprietors we wall aſſiſt them in a 
future Seſſion, tho' we cannot in this, to repair the exceſſive 
Loſſes they have ſuttained by the Frauds and Iniquities of 
their Directors, as far as lies within the Reach of this Part 

I hope too we ſhall not only concur with the honour- 


| able Gentlemen of the Committee in their Propoſition, bu 


give them the Thanks of the Houſe for the Honour and In- 
tegrity, with which they have acquitted themſelves in the 
publick Service. i | 
After this the Motion as above paſs'd into a Reſolution : The above Motion 
Then it was order'd, That Leave be given to bring in a Werd lo. | 


Dill, to reſtrain all the faid Perſons, (except William Squire, 


George Robinſon, and John "Thompſon, who were abſcond- 
ed) from going out of the Kingdom for one Year, and till 
the End o& tho then next Seſſion of Parliament; and for 
diſcovering their Eſtate and Effects; and for preventing the. 
tranſporting or alienating the ſame. As to William Squire, 
the Members, appointed to prepare and bring in the ſaid Zill, 
were order'd to inſert a Clauſe, for obliging him to ſurrender 


| himſelf at a Time and Place to be mentioned in the Bill ; 


to give Security for his not going out of the Kingdom for one 

Vear; for diſcovering his Euate; and for preventing the 
tranſporting or alienating the ſame. It was alſo order d, 

That Leave be given to bring in a Bill, for the Relief of | 

the Sufferers in the Charitable Corporation. Tu Bills paf.”1 
Two Bills were accordingly brought in, and paſs'd both is purſuance of 


Houſes, but the Lords ſtruck the Name of George Jackſon g gn on 
and Benjamin Robinſon out of the Bill. 1 


May 16. Mr Sandys acquainted the Houſe, that Sir Ro- de Ta. 
bert Sutton had come to him that Morning, and told him, Mr Sandys reports 
that he had received a Letter from a Correſpondent of his from the c. 
at Paris, in which was incloſed a Letter from Signor Belloni, Charitable Cuc- 
a Banker at Rome, directed to the Committee to whom the Pens Bellas 
Petition of the Proprietors of the Charitable Corporation gas gti then 
was referred, or in caſe the ſaid Committee did not ſubſiſt, John Thompwn 


to Sir Robert Sutton and others, acquainting them, that the was der Pug 


| kid Belloni had procured John Thompſon, late Warehouſe- 


Keeper 


Sie not | 
Leiter order'd to 
be uaaflated. 
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Arno 8. Ceo. II. Keeper to the ſaid Corporation, to be ſecured a Prifoner in 


the Caſtle of St Angelo at Rome: Hereupon the ſaid 
Committee was ordered to be revived. 

May 22. Mr Sandys made a farther Report from the above 
Committee, and thereupon it was order'd, That the ſeveral 
Letters and Papers mentioned in the faid Report ſhould be 
laid before the Houſe. Then it was referred to a Committee 
to tranſlate Signor Belloni's Letter. 

May 23. The Lord Hervey preſented the Tranſlation of 
that Letter, as follows : | 


Rome, May 4, 1732. 

Gentlemen, h | 

T is with great Pleaſure that I lay hold of this Occaſion, 

which now offers, to ſhew my Eſteem and my Afﬀetin 

for the Engliſh Nation, by contributing to the Advantage if 

many private Perſons in that Kingaom, and conſequently to the 
Satisfation of the Parliament, aud the Nation it/elf. 

Hs the Frauds, that have been committed in the Manaye- 

ment of the Charitable Corporation, have made a great 


Naiſe every where, People here have been ſenſibly touched 


ewith the Mifortunes theſe Frauds have occaſioned, and have 
felt the Intereſt the Nation had to redreſs them, which cuuli 
not be effetcd, bat by ſeizing the Perſon and the Papers, the 
Books and the Effects of Me Thompſon, which the Parlia- 
ment had not yet been able to compaſs. 
| To this End having received Advice, thas the ſaid Thomp- 

for might come to Rome under ſome borrow'd Name, the ne- 
ceſſary Meaſures were taken to put him under an Arreſt nor 
tis Arrival there, which have been put in Execution; at 
the ſame Time his Papers, Letters he has received from E 
land fince his Departure from thence, Copies of 4 
has written to his Confidents, and Notes of his maſt ſecret 
Aﬀairs have been ſeized: He himſelf is at preſent in the 
Caſtle of St Angelo, and has by this Means been put under 
a Sort of Neceſſity to diſcover the whole Myſtery of this 
air; wehich he has amply done, by diſcovering nt 
only the Books and Effects of the Corporation, but alſo his 
OWN. 

This being done, I have been ordered to communicate this 
important Diſcovery to whom and <vhere it may be proper, 
for the Good and Advantage of the Nation; wherefore 1 


aiſpatched without Delay a Courier to one of my Correſpon- 


dents at Paris, with all the Papers relating to this Afar, 
_ he may find the Means to have them put into your 

nds. | | 
But as Equity requires, that the Proprietors of the Chart- 
table Corporation, wha awxill reap fo great an — 
| 50 
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„en this Diſcovery, foould yictd to certain Conditions before 
the Papers and U¹ ritings be delivered e h 1 have ordered 
my Correſpondent to tit on theft C onditions being pre- 
- toufly ugreed to, aiid in the nican Time to look on theſe 
Paperi, ds a femple Dipeſit in his Hands nat te be parted 
with till this be done 3 «nd 1 doubt nat, but this Precaution, 
a; ace as the Conditions, will appear juſt and reaſonable 
to all thoſe who are intercjled in this Mair. | 

Having thus diſcharged my Commiſion, there remains no- 
thing, but to beg you wil! be perſuaded of my Reſpet# for 


| the Nation, and of the Dee 1 jhall airways have to con- 


tribute to its Ad vantage. 8 5 
I have tlie I Ionour to bay c. 
John- Angelo Belloni. 


Then ſeveral other Papers being read, the Commons came 
to two Reſolutions, with which the Lords concurr'd, as fol- 


| lows. I. Reſolv'd Nem. Con. by the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 


ral, and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, That the Paper 


dated at Rome, the 4th of May, 1732, N. S. ſigned John 


Angelo Belloni, is an inſolent and audacious Libel, attempt- 
ing, by falſe and inſidious Inſinuations, to wapole upon the 
Parliament and Britiſh Nation; and by ſpecivus Pretences, 
and Proſeſſions of Eſteem, Affection, and Compaſſion, to a- 
muſe the unhappy Sufferers of the Charitable Corporation, 
with vain and deceitful Hopes of Relief: That the ſaid Pa- 
per is, in itſelf, abſurd and contradictory, conceived, at the 
beginning, in Terms and in the Style of Power and Authori- 
ty, or us proceeding from ſome extraordinary Intere!t and 


zumo; Geo. II. 


$732. 


The Common. : 
refolve that 8 
Belloni's Letter 
1s an infolent Li- 
bel, win which 
R-oiolu!:on !!: 
Lords hdr. 


Influence, but concluding in the Perſon and Character of a 


private Banker of Rome ; offering, upon certain Conditions, 
on the behalf of John Thompſon, to deliver certain Bochs 
and Papers of the {aid Thompion, the Contents, Value, and 
Conſequence whereof are urknown, without any Offer to 
ſurrender the Perſon of the faic! Thompton, although repre- 


| ſented to have been arrefcd4 and detained in fate Cuttody, 
from a Senſe of the Frauds committed by him, and a due 


Regard to Jultice ; the Conditions, demanded and inſiſted 
upon by, and in behalf of, the ſaid Thompſon, appearing at 


the ſame time to be lore, cvafive, and uncertain, tending; 


to procure Advantages and Indemnity to himſelf and hi; 


Accomplices, without any Iatention or Proſpect of Benefit to 
the Corporation: Aud that this whole Tranſaction appears 


do be a ſcandalous Artifice, calculated purely to delude the 


Unh:ippy, and to diſguiſe and conceal the wicked Practice; 
of => 7 Enemies — Majety's Pcrſor, Crown, 
FOOL, Mb, $-: | | 


Wh, 
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Anno 5. Geo. It. and Dignity. II. Reſolved, That in Abhorrence and De. 
Sy feitation of this vile Attempt, the ſaid infamous Libel be 
88 burnt by the Hands of the common Hangman, betore the 
| tobe burnty the Royal-Exchange in London, upon Friday next, at One of 
common the Clock: And that the Sheriffs of London do then ac. 
tend, and cauſe the ſame to be burnt there accordingly. 

An Adireſs fer a May 2c. The Houſe reſolv'd, That an Addreſs be pre. 
4 ſented to his Majeſty to give Directions to the Commillioner: 
of tie Aer for Trade and Plantations, to prepare a farther Repreſentz. 
(lens ; tion, [ See P. 84. ] to be laid belorc the Houſe, in the next 
Seſnon of Parliament,. of the State of his Majeſty's Colonie; 

and Plantations in America; with reſpect to any Laws made, 
Manufactures ſet up, or Trade carried on there, which 

may affect the Trade, Navigation, and Manufactures of this 

Kingdom. It was alſo relolved, That an Addreſs be pre. 

Alſo fo 2” fin. ſented to his Majeſty to give Orders, that the proper Officers 
Arudtions kad ben ſhould provide Copies, to be laid before the Houſe, in tte 
1 G-vernors of next Seſſion of Parliament, of the ſeveral Inſtructions, which 
tho chase. had been given by her late Majelty, his late Majeſty, and 
his preſent Majeſty, to the reſpective Governors of his Co- 

lonies in America, relating to the taking, or not taking any 


Sums of Money, by way of Preſent or Salary from the In- 
habitants thereof, and when and how the fame have at 


any Time been varied; and alſo what Directions had been 
given by any of their ſaid Majeſties, for the Repair of the 
Forts and Fortifications of Barbadoes and the Leeward Iſland. 
The Reyal Aﬀent . June 1. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and 
aan g tothe gave the Royal Aſſent to the Bills relating to the Earl of 


Earl of Derwent- 


waters Elle, Derwentvater's Eftate, and to the Charitable Corporation, 


the Charitable as alſo to ſeveral other publick and private Bills, after which 
his Majeity made the following Speech to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
TP * U having now diſpatched all the Publick Bufinek, 
End We. that it was practicable for you to go through with at 
i preſent, and the Seaſon of the Year being ſo far advanced, 
« I believe it will not be diſagreeable to you, that I give you 


«+ an Opportunity of retiring into the Country, by putting 


„ an End to this Seſſion of Parliament. 

« It is unneceſſary for me to repreſent to you the happy 
« State and Situation of Publick Affairs, both at Home and 
« Abroad. You mult all be ſenſible of what is univerſally 
« ſeen and felt in the full Enjoyment of a general Peace. 
The Concurrence of the States General, in the late Treaty 
of Vienna, has perfected the Eitabliſhment of the publick 
Tranquility, as far as human Prudence can foreſee ot 
provide; and a faithful Obſervance and Execution of the 
« "Treaties and Alliances, now ſubſiſting among the ſeveral 


| 


t 

** Princes and Powers of Europe, free from groundleſs Jea- 
*« jouſes, and void of all ambitious Views, will be the moſt 
_ ++ effectual Means to continue and preſerve theſe Bleſlings 
to us. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« | return you my Thanks for the Proviſions you have 
made tor the Defence and Security of the Kingdom, and 
for carry ing on the Service of the current Year. It is a 


great dati faction to me to ſee you have turned your 


Thoughts towards raiſing the neceſſury Supplies, by ſuch 
„Methods, as may be the leaſt burtheniome to my People: 
« And as this cannot but be received in the Country as a 


«+ moit grateful and acceptable Service, I hope it will en- 


courage you to purſue ſuch Meaſures for the future, as 
may on all Occatons render the Supplies, that ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary, as equal and eaſy as is poſſible. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

lt being neceſſiry for me to viſit my German Domini- 
ons this Year, I have determined to leave the Queen Re- 
gent here during my Abſence ; and I doubt not but it 
vill be your Endeavours to make the Government as eaſy 
* to her, as, I am conkd-nt, it will be her Care, by a juit 
and prudent Adminittration, to deſerve your Duty and 
** Regurd. I recommend to you all in your ſeveral Stati- 
ons, to ſtudy and conſult the Preſervation of the Peace 
and Quiet of the Kingdom.” | 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 27th of July: They were 
_ afterwards farther proroug'd to the 16th of January. « 
SPEECHES and DEBATES 
In the Six TH SE$S$S10N of the 
Firſt Parliament of King GEORGE IL 
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Anno 5. Geo. It. 
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The Parliament 
prorogucd. 


N the 16th of January the King came to the Aano6. Geo. u. 


2 () Houſe of Peers, and the Commons attending, his 


_ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

8 1 15 a great Satisfaction to me, that the preſent Situation 

of Affairs, both at Home and Abroad, makes it unne- 
* Clary for me wo lay before you any other Reaſons for 
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Imp eaking you together at this Time ; but the ordinary 
* Diſpatch of the Publick Buſinets, and that | may have an 
„ Opportunity of receiving your Advice upon fuch Aﬀiirs a; 
«« may occur to you, and ſhall require the Care and Con- 
« fide ration of Parliament. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

will order the proper Officers to luy before you the 
«« Eſtimates for the Service of the current Year; and [ 
male no Doubt but that you will, with the ſame Chear. 
« fulneſs as I have always experienced in you, effeGiuaily 
e raiſe ſuch Supplies, as you ſhall judge neceſſary for tie 


«6 Honour, Safety, and Defence of the Kingdom ; and! 


* cannot but recommend it to you, as a Conſideration wn;. 
„ thy the Commons of Great Britain, tht in all your De. 
* liberations, as well upon raiſing the annual Supplies, as the 


Diſtribution of the Publick Revenues, you purſue ſuch 


« Meaſures as will molt conduce to the preſent and future 
«© Eafe of thoſe you repreſent. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« You mult be ſenſible, that it is very deſirable to give 
* all poſſible Diſpatch to the Publick Buſineſs, and that no- 
thing can give more Weight and Credit to all your Ne- 
* ſolutions, than to avoid unreaſonable Heats and Animoſi- 
ties, and not to ſuffer yourſelves to be diverted, by any 
«© ſpecious Pretences, from ſtedfaſtly purſuing the true Inte. 
«« reſt of your Country: Let that be your hrit and princi- 


pal Care; and the People will be ſenſible of the Denefis 


Mr MH. Bromley's 
Moron tor an Ad- 
ec of Thanks. 


our Affairs both at Home and Abroad upon a moſt firm, and 


they ſhall receive from your Wiſdom and Refolution, in 
« preferring their Eaſe and the Publick Good to all other 
«© Cohiidcrations. | 


The Commons bcing returned to their Houſe, Mr Speaker 
reported his Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes, and the fame 
being read, Mr Henry Bromley, Knight of the Shire for 
Cambridge, ſtood up and took Notice, That the preſent 
profound T ility was entirely owing to his Majeſty's 
great Wiſdom and Conduct, by which he had ſurmounted 
all thoſe Difficulities, which were thrown in his Way by the 
Enemies of the Nation, and had thereby at laſt eſtabliſh'd 


he hoped, a laſting Bifis : That we ow'd a great many Ac- 
knowledgements o Thanks to his Majeſty, for his prudent 
and careful Management of our Affairs both at Home and 
Abroad, and therefore he would beg Leave to move, That a 
humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to retum the 
Thanks of the Houte for his moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne; to expreſs te Satisfaction of the Houſe at the 
preſent Situation of Aﬀu.;s both at Home and Abroad; _ 
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aſſure his Mijefly, that the Houſe would, with all poſſible 
Duty to his Majeity, and juſt Regard and Concern tor thoſe 
they repreſented, chearfully and effectually raiſe ſuch Sup- 
plies as ſhould be neceſſary for the Honour, Safety, and De- 
tence of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms; and that, in all 
their Deliberaticns upon raiſing the annual Supplies, and the 
Diſtribution of the Publick Revenues, they would purſue 
ſuch Meaſures as would molt conduce to the preicut and fu- 
ture Eaſe of their Feilow- Subjects; and that, in order to give 
the neceiſiry Diipatch to the Publick Buſineſs, and that their 
Proceedings mignt carry with them that Weight and Credit 


in the Nation, which ought always to attend the Reſoluti- 


ons of the Commons of Great Britain, they would endea- 
vour to avoid all unreaſonable Heats and Animoſities, and 
not ſuffer themſelves to be diverted, by any ſpecious Pretences 
whatioever, from ſtedfuſtly purſuing the true Intereſt of their 
Country, which ſhould upon all Occaſions be their firſt and 

incipal Care.” This Motion was ſeconded by Mr Knight, 
— for Sudbury, who likewiſe ſpoke in Praiſe ot his 
Majeſty's Conduct, and added, That he hoped the Houſe 


would be unanimous in agreeing to the Addreſs of Thanks, 


moved for by the honourable Member who had ſpoke before 


him.“ Hereupon Sir John Barnard, Member for London, 


roſe up and mov'd for an Amendment to the ſaid Motion 
as follows: | 
Mr Speaker, 


* I ſhall always be ready to make all proper Acknow- 


ledgements of Thanks to his Majeſty ; but there are ſome 
Words in the Motion made by the honourable Gentleman 
who ſpoke firſt, which I cannot but take Notice of. I do 
not really know what the honourable Gentleman means by 


faying, © We will endeavour to avoid all unreaſonable Heats 


and Animoſities, and not ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted 


* by any ſpecious Pretences whatſoe ver. I hope there never 


were, nor never will be any unreaſonable Heats or Animo- 
ities in this Houſe, nor any ſpecious Pretences made uſe of 
by any Gentleman who has the Honour to be a Member 
thereof; at leaſt, I hope, that if any Man ſhall ever be vain 
enough to endeavour to impoſe upon this Houſe, by making 
uſe of ſpecious Pretences for concealing Defigns which he 
dare not openly avow, that there will always be in this Houſe 
Men of Underſtanding and Integrity ſufficient to expoſe any 
ſuch Attempt, and to render it vain and ridiculous. But if 
any Gentleman of the Houſe happens not to like what is 
laid, or what is moved for by another, cannot he oppoſe it, 
and give his Reaſons for ſo doing, without being guilty of any 
unreaſonable Heat or Animoſity, or of making uſe of ſpe · 


cious Pretences? I muſt ſav, Sir, that the deſuing ſuch 


Words 
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Debate thereon, 
Mr Knighs. 


Sir J. Barnard, 
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e. Words to be put into our Addreſ of Thank: to his Myeſy, 
— to me looks as if the Gentleman was conſcious that there 1; 
ſomething to be brought before us, in this Seſſion of Larlia. 


Mr 84s. 


ment, which he foreſees will meet with a warm Oppoſition ; 
and, I hope, if any 'I'hing of an extraordinary Nature is to 
be brought before us, no Gentleman will be precluded þy 
theſe Words, or by any Words that can be pat into our Ad. 
dreſs, from giving his Sentiments freely upon any Queſtion 
that may occur. If any Thing ſhould happen to be prope. 
ſed in this Houſe, which evidently appears to be iicontiiient 
with the Liberties or the 'Frade of this Nation, I hope the 
Indignation of every Man that thinks fo, will riſe againi 
ſuch a Propoſition, and that he will oppoie it with that 
honeſt Warmth, as becomes every Man who has the Happ- 


neſs of his Country really at Heart: Such a Warmth is bo 


unreaſonable Heat; it does not proceed from Animoſity, 
but from that honeſt Zeal, which every Man in this Houle 
ought to have for the Conſtitution of his Country, and for 


the Liberties and Properties of the People he repreſents. 


* But before I ſay any Thing more upon this Subject, I 


mult take Notice of a preceding Part of the Motion made 


by the honourable Gentleman : He propoſes for us to fay, 
That we will raiſe the Supplies in ſuch Manner as will moit 


© conduce to the preſent and future Eaſe of the Subject. 


Now, there ſeems to be a great Jealouſy without Door, 
as if ſomething were intended to be done in this Seſſion of 
Parliament, that may be deſtructive to our Liberties, and de- 
trimental to our Trade : From whence this Jealouſy hath 
ariſen, I du not know; but it is certain that there is ſuch 
Jealouſy among all Sorts of People, and in all Corners of the 


Nation; and therefore we ought to take the firit Opportu- | 


nity to quiet the Minds of the People, and to aſſure them 


that they may depend upon the Honour and Integrity of 


the Members of this Houle ; and that we never will conſent 
to any Thing that may have the leaſt Appearance of being 
deſtructive to their Liberties, or detrimental to their Trade; 
for which Reaſon I muſt move for an Amendment, and that 
theſe Words, And ſuch as ſhall be confiſtent with the Trade, 
Intereſt, and Liberty of the Nation, may be added to what 
the honourable Gentleman has already propoſed.” 
Sir John Barnard was back'd by Mr Sandys, Member 
for Worceſter, who declared, That he ſaw no Manner of 


Occaſion for inſerting, * That they ſhould endeavour to - 


void all unreaſonable Heats and Animoſities, nor ſuffer 
+ themſelves to be diverted by any ſpecious Pretences; for 


that 'twas never to be preſum'd with regard to the Houle 
ef Commons, that they ſhould fall into any unr 
Hears and Animuolitics, or ſufer tiemſelves to be — by 


_—_ aa = 


( 255 ) 
frecious Pretences from ſtedfaſtly purſuing the true Intereſt of 
their Country: That ſuch a Reflection was derogatory to the 
Hcnour of the Houſe in general, and of that Houle in par- 
ticular, who deſerved it, in his Opinion, as little as any 
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Houſe ever did; nay, twas ſomewhat ſtrange that this 


Houſe, after having fat ſo quietly for ſo many Seſſions, and 
granted ſo many conſiderable Supplies, ſhould at length ſo 
off ciouſly be put in mind of their Duty, and deſired to a- 
void unreaſonable Heats and Animoſities: And as for the 
other Part of the Motion, taken Notice of by Sir John Bar- 
nard, twas his Opinion the Amendment propoſed was not 
only very proper, but alſo became abſolutely neceſſary at 


that juncture. 


Then Mr Shippen moved for a farther Amendment as 

follows : 
Mr Speaker, 3 

© | have always been againſt long Addreſſes; I am ready 
enough to agree to an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty for 
his moſt gracious Speech from the 'Throne ; but ſuch Ad- 
dreſs ouglit to be in the molt conciſe Terms, and the moſt 
general Words: This was the ancient Uſage of Parliament, 
and I find but few of our old Cuſtoms that are alter'd for the 
better: However, if we muſt go on with the Cuſtom of 
making long-winded Addreſſes, | think we ought to take 

ſome Notice of the Spirit that is at preſent among the Peo- 
ple. It is very certain, that there are great Fears, Jealouſies, 

and Suſpicions without Doors, that ſomething is to be at- 
tempted in this Seſſion of Parliament, which is generally 


thought to be deſtructive to the Liberties and to the Trade 


ot this Nation. There is at preſent a moſt remarkable and 


general Spirit among the People, for protecting and defending 


their Liberties and their rade, in Oppoſition to thoſe At- 
_ tempts which they expect are to be made againſt both: 
From all Quarters we hear of Meetings and Reſolutions for 
that Purpole ; and this Spirit is fo general, that it cannot be 
aſcribed to any one Set of Men : They cannot be branded 
with the Name of Jacobites or of Republicans, nor can it 
be ſaid that this Oppoſition is made only by Jacobites and 
Republicans; no, the whole People of England ſeem to be 
united in this Spirit of Jealouly and Oppotition. Whether 
there be any Reaſon or Ground tor exerting ſuch a Spirit 
at preſent, I do not know; but I am ſure it ought not to be 
entirely neglected. It is well known that I am no Friend to 
popular Remonſtrances; a Man that is a Favourer of Monar- 
chy cannot well approve of ſuch Meaſures ; but ſuch Re- 
monſtrances are not to be contemned : A thorough Contempt 
of them may produce the moit terrible Effects. 
* I book on it as a molt certain Maxim, that the People never 
| would 
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e Cre. would fo generally complain, unleſs they found themſelves 
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Sir R. Walpo'c, 


called an unreaſonable Heat or Animoſity ; 


ſome way hurt; and then they have a Right to complain, 
and it is our Duty to take Notice of their Complaints ; bur 
at the fame Lime we ought to have a Regard to the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of Parliament; for which Reaſon I ſhall 
Leave to add to the Amendment propoſed, and move that 
theſe Words, nd ſuc h as ball be confiftent with the Honow 
and Fuſtice of Parliament, may be to what has been 
before propoſed.” 

The Addition of theſe Words being approved of by Sir 
John Barnard and Mr Sandys, Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up 
next, and ſpoke as follows. | | 

Mr Speaker, 

I now riſe up, Sir, to do what is not uſual for me © 

do ; it is to ſecond a Motion made by my worthy Friend 


who ſpoke laſt. I was really of Opinion, that his Majefly' 


Speech was in ſuch Terms, that no Exception could have 
been taken to any one Word of it ; and the Motion for an | 
Abi of Thai wn fo fect and 6 ents to WB | 
jefty's Speech, that not imagine any ſuch Objection ä 
A | 
Words thereof. His Majeſty in his Speech recommends the | 
avoiding of unreaſonable Heats and Animolities, and in A | *« 
ſwer to that Part of his Majeſty's Speech, the honourale | ! 


= Animoſities, he ſurely did not thereby intend to preclude 
any Man from offering his Sentiments freely on whatever 
may be propoſed. If any Thing be propoſed that is inen 
fiſtent with the Publick Good, no Oppoſition thereto can be 


any Way comp 
of by his Majeſty, in his 
Throne. 

As for the Amendment propoſed 
the Motion, it really ſeems to 
Obje&ion, that has been made have juſt 
taken Notice of. It is not to be preſumed that 
any Thing that is inconſiſtent with the Honour 4 
of Parliament; if any ſuch Thing ſhould be propoled, 


the Trade of the Nation, I do not know w 
men mean thereby; but as to what I mean by 
the Nation, and in fo far as I underſtand it, I 
will ever be brought into (his Houſe that is or can 
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ments has been ſtipulated for them, and which was, I may Aano6. Geo. n. 
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ceeding Part of that Motion; and as that Part of the Mo- 


| ion was put upon the Motion made by Mr 
Bromley, as amended by Sir John Barnard and Mr Shippen, 

which was carry'd without any Diviſion ; and an Addreſs was 

approv'd of by the Houſe, 

Jan. 18. The fame was preſented to his Majeſty as follows : 
— 


0 We. Majefty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the ie ,...c. 
0 Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
, — beg Leave to return your Majeſty our moſt ſin- 
* cere Thanks, for molt gracious Speech 

from the Throne. * — 
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againſt it, and even teftified their Diſlike to it: But 
let the Bill be what it will, let it be a good Thing, or let it 
de a bad Thing, the Manner in which the GE 

it 1 inary. It Bi» 


2 
er. 


ing Leave of the Houſe ; but this Privilege the Menbeef 
this Houſe have, for the Sake of Decency and Order, given 


up long ago; and I can ſee no manner of Reaſon for our 
aſſuming it, or for our beginning now to extend our En- 
leges beyond what they have heen for ſomany Years paſt. A 
to the bringing of Bills into this Houſe, it is well known; 
that the uſual Motion on ſuch Occaſions is for Leave to bring 
in ſuch. a Bill as is propoſed ; but this is a new Sort of Me- 
tion; it is a Motion for Leave to bring up ſuch a Bill, which 
a very extraordinary Motion, and ſuch as I am ſure there, 
in the preſent Caſe, no manner of Occaſion for, and ther 


fore I really think the· Motion ought to be rejected, it ought 
to have a Negative put upon it ; but fince the worthy Gan | 
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„ 
derly carrying on the Publick Bufineis, and to vrevent any 
Thing that is triling from being brought before us; and this 
Reſtraint has been found ſo convenient and r.eccitary for pre- 
ſerving the Honour ard Dignity of tae Houle, that it has 
never for many Years bcen departed from, but upon the 
moſt extraordinary Occaſions. 

Sir William Yonge was back'd by Sir Robert Walpole, 
who added, That the Precedent quoted by Sir John Ruſh- 
out was on one of the moſt extraordinary Occafions that 
ever can happen, and in a Caſe that required the utmoſt Diſ- 
patch ; That in ſhort there was no Compariſon between that 
Caſe and the Caſe before them ; That the Caſe of this Bill 
did in no ways depend on this extraordinary Method ; for 
ſhould the Gentleman move in the uſual Manner for Leave 
to bring in the Bill, and Orders ſhould thereupon be given 
by the Houſe to ſome Gentlemen to prepare and bring in the 
fame, this Method would be no Hindrance to the paſſing of 
the Bill, or occafion its being put off till the next Seſſion of 
Parliament.” Upon this Mr Sandys roſe up, and ſpoke a ſe- 
cond Time as follows ; | 


Sir, | | 
I ſhall be very far from making any C iſons be- 
een the Caſe in Hand, or between any Cale, and that 


which immediately concerns the Safety and Preſervation of 
the Crown: But, as I had aſſured you that the Bill, which 
I have in my Hand, was the very fame with that which had 
before been approved of by this Houſe, I thought it was 


ordering ſome Gentlemen to prepare and bring in a Bill, which 
was already prepared; and which the Houſe has approved of 
in the very laſt Seſſion of Parliament: This was my Reaſon 
for moving for Leave to bring it up. I do not defire to bring 
any Thing into this Houſe without firſt having the Leave of 
the Houſe for ſo doing; yet I cannot think, that though 
the antient Method of proceeding were revived, the Houſe 
would be in any Danger of being ſurprized into any Thing: 
There is no Bill can paſs in this Houſe till it has been three 
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sir R. Walpole. 


Mr Sandys, 


quite unneceſſary for the Houſe to obſerve that Ceremony of 


Times read in the Houſe, and has paſſed thro' a Committee 
of the Houſe; and while thoſe Forms are obſerved, the Houſe 


never can be ſurprized into the paſſing of any Bill, even 
though we ſhould again re- aſſume that Privilege of every 


Member's having a Power to bring into the Houle whatever 


he pleaſes. It is not the Reftraint we have laid ourſelves 
under, that prevents the Houſe's being ſurprized; it is the 


Neceſſity of having the Bill fo often read before it can paſs ; 
for when a Gentleinan has moved for Leave to bring in any 


Bill for the Purpoſes he mentions, the Houſe cannot knoxv 


whether the Bill prepared and brought in be according to 
L. I * 
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e u. their Orders till it be 
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moved for 
and he 


at this Time comply'd with. 
Upon this ſome Members ſuſpecting that Mr Speaker ws, 
in Purſuance of this Precedent, going to put the Queſt 
on the Motion made by Mr. Sandys, they call'd out, Ns | 
No. Hereupm Mr Speaker immediately reſum d ln 


_ Gentleme, 


Speech, as follows. 
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— RR 
tt to the Mair in Hand, or any Hair that comes Jer. 
this Houſe, Vas not to appear of one Side of the Queſtion 
mor of the other. It is my Buſineſs to take Care that the 
Orders and Methods of Preceeding ſhall be regularly obe. 
in all Queſtions about Order I am to inform you, ſo far as 
confiffts with my Knowledge, of what has been formerly dont 
in the like Caſes ; and I am to take Care that all Decency 
and Order Sal] be obſerved, bath in aur Debates and Pro- 
ceedings : This is my Duty, and this I Hall always endea- 
<our to perform as far as lies in my Power: In all Caſes 1 
a's 2 Directions that the Houſe ſhall be pleaſed 
to give ; and in the preſent Caſe I only defire to hnow from 
you, what Method you will obſerve, whether you are inclin'd 
to follow the Precedent now read to you, or if you are inclin- 
ed te proceed according to the Method uſually obſerved : But 
I muſt put you in Mind, that if you proceed actording to the 
va! Method, Decency requires that the Bill ſhall not be 
brought in immediately after the Order for preparing and 
bringing in the ſame ; it is neceſſary that ſome Time Gould in- 
tervene between the Order for ing it, and the Preſent- 
ing of it to the Houſe ; and therefore I muſt deſtre, that thoſe 
Gentlemen who ſhall be order'd to prepare and bring it in, may 


| not go immediately to the Bar, and tell us, that they have, ac- 


rdins to Order, prepared ſuch a Bill, and are ready to bring 


ing to have the Bill brought in according to the uſual ti 
Method, the Queſtion was put, That Leave be given to bring 
in a Bill, For making more effefual the Laws in Being for 
&/abling Perſons from being choſen Members of, or fitting or 
voting in, the Houſe of Commons, who have any Penſion dur- 
ing Pleaſure, or for any Number of Years, or any Offices held 
in Truft for them; This being agreed to without any Oppo- 
ktion, Mr Sandys and Sir Edward Stanley were order'd to And ingeatthere- 
prepare and bring in the ſame. Then the Houſe reſolv d *f the 
itſelf into a Committee of the Supply, and as ſoon as that der'd to ve br 
was over, Mr Sandys preſented the faid Bill to the Houſe, : 


it in. 


which was received and read the firſt Time, and order'd to 
de read a ſecond Time. | 


F, 2. Tho ous reſolv'd itſelf into a Committee, | 
to conſider farther of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, and i the Number 
Mr“ Andrews, Member for A moved, That — 2 
ber of effective Men to be provided for Guards and Garri- ur Andrews. 
ſons in Great Britain, and for Guernſey and Jerſey, for the 
Year 1733, be, including 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men, 
which the Six Independent Companies conſiſt of, for the 

LI2 Service 

® Dept; Paymajter of the Frets. 
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17365337 


Mr Whitworth. 
Si T. Robinſon, 
Sir R. Lune. 
Sir A. Cr t. 
Sir W Yorge. 
JI 
t H. Wa a 
Sir R. Walpulc, 


Lord Morpeth, 


Mr Harley. 


Mr Bramſtun. 
Mr Ralle. 

Sir J. Varnard 
Sir J. Jexyll. 


Mr Palmer 


= = 88 5 


Service of the Highlands, 17,709 Men, Commiſſion 
| Non-Commiſion Officers included. * 


This Motion was ſeconded by Mr Whitworth, Member | 


for Minehead ; and ſupported by Sir Thomas Robi 

Member for Morpeth ; Sir Richard Lane, Member for 
Worceſter ; Sir Archer Croft, Member for Beeralfton ; Se 
William Yonge, Hon. Mr Henry Pelham, Mr Horatio Wal. 
pole, and Sir Robert Walpole : But was very warmly op- 
pos'd by ſeveral Members ; and the Lord Morpeth thereupon 
mov'd, That the Number of effective Men for the Year 
1733, be only 12, 00; he was ſeconded by Mr Harz, 
Member for the County of Hereford ; and back'd by Mr 
Bramſton, Member for Malden ; Mr Rolle, Knight of the 
Shire for Devonſhire ; Sir John Barnard, Sir Joleph Jekyll, 
Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Palmer, Mem- 


1. hien. 
Sir Wade ide. ber for Bridgewater; Mr Thomas Wyndham, Hon. Mr Ed. 


Mr Fr Wyndham 
Mr Eu Digby. 

Mr 'V Pultenevy. 
Su John St Aubin. 
di: 1 Saunders ten. 


ward Digby, Knight of the Shire for Warwick; Mr Pulteney, 
Sir John St. Aubin, Knight of the Shire for Cornwall ; Sir 
Thomas Saunderſon, Knight of the Shire for Lincoln; and Sir 


Hude Cole. lohn Hinde Cotton, Member for Cambridge. The Courtier 


urg'd in Support of the Motion, That tho' the publick 
Tranquility of Europe was now eltabliſhed, yet the Prefer 
tion thereof depended on ſo many Accidents, that it could 
not be certainly rely'd on, and therefore we ought always to 
be in ſuch Circumſtances, as to be able not only to defend 
ourſelves, but likewiſe to fulfil all our Engagements to our 
Allies: That there was ſtill a very powerful and confiderable 
Party in the Kingdom, firmly attach'd to the Intereſt of the 
Pretender, and daily watching for an Opportunity to diſturb 
the Quiet of the Nation, by endeavouring to overturn the 
preſent happy Etiabliſhment ; and therefore it was neceſſary 
to keep up an armed Force ſufficient to diſſipate any ſudden 
Inſurrectiun that might be raiſed by ſuch Men: That this 

ty was ſtill the more audacious, and the more to be 
dreaded, becauſe they were encouraged and ſpirited up by 2 
great many ſcandalous and ſeditious Libels, which were daiy 
ſpread abroad, even by thoſe who pretended to be Friends to 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and to the illuſtrious Family now 
on the Throne.“ Sir Archer Croft ſaid on this Occaſion, 
That the continuing of the ſame Number of Forces was the 


mor? neceſſary, becauſe to his Knowledge Popery was in- | 


_ creafing very fait in the Country, for that in one Panih 


Sig R. Walpdie, 


which he knew, there were no leſs than ſeven Popiſh Priels; 
and that the Danger from the Pretender was the more to be 


feared, becauſe they did not know but that he was then 


breeding his Son a Proteitant.” Then Sir Robert Walpole 
took Notice, That a Reduction of the Army was the chief | 


Thing wiſhed for and deſired by all the Jacobites in the 
| | Kingdom 
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Kingdom; that no Reduction had ever been made, but what anno 6. Ceo. 17. 


173218. 


-ve freſh Hopes to that Party, and encouraged them to 
— —— the Government; and he did not 
doubt, but that if they ſhould reſolve to reduce any Part of 
the Army, there would be Polt-Horſes employ'd that very 
Night, to carry the good News thereof to the Pretender and 
his Adherents beyond Seas. To this Mr Horatio Walpole at k. wat;ole. 
added, That the Number of Troops then propoſed was 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport his Majeſty's Government, 
and would be neceſſary, as long as the Nation enjoy'd the 
Happineſs of having the preſent illuſtrious Family on the A 
Throne.” | . | 
peth's Motion, That if they gave any Credit to his Majeſty's 
Speech from the Throne at the Opening of the Seſſion, which 
they were in Duty bound to do, the Tranquility of Europe 
never was, nor ever could be on a more firm Baſis than 
at and therefore a Reduction was now to be 
made in the Army, or ſuch Reduction was never to be ex- 
pected: That as to the Pretender, he did not believe that there 
was any conſiderable Party for him in this Nation: That 7 
that Pretence had always been a Miniſterial Device made 
| | uſe of only for accomplithing their own Ends; but that it 
| was in reality a meer Bugbear, a Raw-Head and Bloody- 
| Bones, fit only to frighten Chi'dren ; for that he was very 
| well convinced his Majeſty reigned in the Hearts and At- 
| feftions of his People; upon that his Majeſty's Security de- 

I pended; and if it did not depend on that, the illuſtrious 


here ˖— r . , 4. ._ 


| Family now on the Throne could have but little Security in 
| the preſent Number, or in any Number of Standing-Forces, 

| that could be kept up for its Defence : That if there was 
| any Diſaffection, or any Diſcontent in the Nation, it was 
| owing to the keeping up of ſuch a numerous Standing Army 
in Time of Peace within this Kingdom, whereby the People 

| | were ſubjected to many Loads and Hardſhips which they 
ö 

| 

: 


| contrary, but only that which happen'd in the Reign of 

; King Charles I. and that therefore, if there was any Un- 

eaſineſs among the People, the proper Remedy was, to re- 

move thoſe 'Things which were the Cauſes thereof: If the 

| Miniſters ſhould change their Meaſures, the People would 

certainly alter their Minds: That the Dutch were, by the 

* | Situation of their Country, in a much more dangerous State 

4 than 0 


1732-33- 


Mr Shippen. 
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Anno 6. Geo. u. than we are or can be in, and yet the Dutch had then 6 
we 


folved on a Reduction of their Army, 


tinuing ours. 
e ©'T 


men, who argued for the Continuance of a numerous Stand. 
-_ 


ing Army in Time of Peace, always 

tinuance thereof only for one Year ; Gentle. 
man had now thrown off the Mask, we daring 
enough to declare, That the ſame Number of Forces mul 
* always be kept up ; and that a numerous Army 
ever be continu'd, and be made, as it were, a Part of our 
© Conſtitution: ' That we have already continu'd the Army io 
lone that ſome Gentlemen had told the Houſe this Day, 


K 
TD 


whac no Man would have ventur'd to have told them a few 


Years ago: That if they continued the ſame Army buta 
little while longer, it might be in the Power of ſome Gen- 
tlemen to talk to the Houſe, in Terms no Way agreeable to 


the Conſtitution or to the Liberties of our Country: That to 


teil the Houſe that the ſame Number of Forces muſt be 


115 


kette 


8 2 


i 


upport, wha 
thoſe who now deſired to have it continued. 
To him it appear d, in order to preſerve ourſelves againit ove 
who might perhaps prove a Tyrant, we were going to ela- 
bliſh 18,000 Tyrants, and to make their 
ſome Meaſure a Part of our Conſtitution: And that in order 
to be free of a Religion which we think a bad one, we ae 


Lys 


( 272" ) 

reſolved to have none at all: That as to the Party 
Pretender had in 2 e 

any ſuch Thing: It was nothing but a mere 
and tie making Uſe of that Pretence on all Occaſions, really 
could not but rr 
blaſphemous Sayi ope who, on Occaſion of a 
— by while he was at an elegant 
ment, ſaid to his Cardinals, Quantum profuit Nabi hes Fabula 


— wen- 


Polt-Horſes bo. 269 J had fon 


In legen wo the Argumene brought from the Mutes. 
of the Dutch Forces, Mr Pelham declar'd, 89 


o ; fo that the Dutch were naw only 
| which we had made upon the 
we had of ſeeing the Tranquility of Europe 
— That Aud —— — have 


1 r 
of Reſentment the Gentleman might mean, but he was ſure 
there were ſome People, who carry d their Reſentment 
that King to a very high Pitch ; and it could not be faid that 
he was ever guilty of any Fault, nor that thoſe empioy'd by 
him had, then at lealt, been guilty of any 2 — ſome 
People carried their Reſentment fo high, as thay aqgeer's 


We 
Arn © Ge. . in Arms, in order to dethrone him; That he thank'd God, 


LORE.) * 


2 dey did no ſoccecd in their Attempt: That happen 
to be defeated by the ſmall Number of — . . 
had then in the Kingdom, which were much inferior to them 
in Number; ſuch was our great good Luck at that Time: 
but that he mult fay, That thoſe Gentlemen, who defired 
to have the Country left as void of Defence as it was at that 
Time, could have but littie Regard for our preſent happy 
Conſtitution, or for the Security of the illuſtrious Family 
now upon the Throne.” | | 

Then the Queſtion being put on the Motion made by 

Mr Andrews, it was agreed to by 239 againſt 171. | 
„we Me”? Feb. 5. The above Reſolution of the Committee was re. 
ported to the Houſe, and 


tion for recommit- 
ting the Ke ſolut ion 
of the Committee 
latin to the 
Laird Forces. 


bebate thereon. ed by Mr William Bromley, Member for Warwick ; and 
Io jon tre, wept by Sr Jobs Tt Ackin, Mr Seadee, Sr Wiky 
NO Lawſon, Mr William Gwyn Vaughan, Mr Heathcote, and 
Mr V. liam &wyn Mr Wyndham. They were oppos d by Lord Hervey, Lund 

Yauyhan. Malpas, Mr Danvers, Mr Clutterbuck, Sir Phil 
Mr Wyndham. and Col. Bladen. In this Debate Mr ( 


Lord Hervey. aid, That he wonder'd to ſee Gentlemen fo jealous = 1 


Mr Anek. Encroachments upon our Conſtitution, at a Time w 
Sir Philip Yorke. was in its greateſt V igour, and ſhone forth in its pureſt Luſtre; 
— Mr Wyndham, in anſwer thereto, gave the Houſe an hiftor- 
cal Account of our Conftitution, and of the ſeveral Dan- 
gers it had been in, and the Changes it had gone through; 
and from thence he ſhew'd, © That it was very far from bang 
now in its greateſt Vigour, and that on the contrary, 


were many bad Cuſtoms had crept in of late, which were 


dangerous Conſequence to our Conſtitution; and prove 
to be the Cauſe of its Overthrow, if ſome effeual Remedy 
was not ſpeedily apply'd.” | 
The Re{olution of Then the Queſtion being put, for recommitting the abo 
the Committee . . iſ . . 22 
aerecd io vv me mentioned Reſolution of the Committee, it was carried in 
— the Negative, by 207 againſt 143 ; after which the fad 
Reſolution was agreed to by the Houſe. 
— 14cmg Then the Lord Morpeth ſtood up, and repreſented the 


moves for an Ad- 


eret: toe $32, bad Circumſtances of the Nation, by reaſon of the great 
Forces on the ft Debts and the many Taxes the People groan'd under, and 
IO x: therefore mov'd, That an humble Addreſs be prefented to 
Debarz thcreon. his Majeſty, to deſire his Majeſty, that he would be grac- 
ouſly pleaſed, from his earneit Defire to eaſe his People of 

every Charge not abſolutly neceſfary, and his Regard to the 
Contiitution of this Kingdom, to take the firit f:vourable 

Opportunity of making a Reduction of thoſe Forces, which 

this Houte hath votes. in purſuance of the Eftunate ow 
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thoſe Taxes might be | hi preſent lay f 
heavy on our Trade and our Manufactures, that moſt of our 
Neighbours were enabled to underie]l us in foreign Markets : 


mig e in a few Months, 

and if ſo, it would then become both 
for the Eaſe of the Nation, and tor the Preſervation of the 
Conſtitution, to disband ſome of them: That 


m 
ir 


j 


5 
Ek 
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Addreſs in ſuch Terms would, they believ'd, be 
ſhewing a very high Diſreſpect to the King 
um upon 


aps in a 


Sir R. Waipules 
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Motion for rai 


Contlitution : But that, however, he could not 


| ng 

at theſe Expreſſions Mr Shippen reply'd, © That he could 
not but look on himſelf as a very unfortunate Man, 
in the late Reign he had incurr'd the Diſpleaſure 
Gentlemen, and had undergone a ſevere Cenſure 
Houſe, for ſaying that it was one of the greateſt 
tunes of his late Majeſty's Reign, that he did not 

| „ and was inted with ituti 
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14 
47: 
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but that his Majeſty was thoroughly acquai 
that therefore he would look upon ſuch an Addreſs, as pro 
ceeding from that honeſt Care and Concern, which every 
Member ought to have for thoſe who ſent them thither, 
and not as proceeding from any Diſreſpect him: That 
his Majeſty could not be diſpleaſed therewith, that thoſe 
they repreſented muſt be highly pleaſed to ſee the Houſe 6 
watchful of all ities to leſſen their Charge, and to 
to the Crown." But 
the Queſtion being put on the Morpeth's Motion, it 
rried in the Negative, by 203 againit 136. 
Feb. 7. Being the Day on which the Houſe was, 


raiſing 
the Supply for the 
current Year, with- 
out creating 
Debt on any 
the Funds. 


Sir Wilf. Lawſon's 
Motion for an 
Adrireſs to the 
ing, do know 


to Order, to reſolve itſelf into a Committee to 
the 


to his 


Sir, | 
The many and great Loſſes our Merchants have faflan- 
ed by the Depredations committed on them by the Spaniards, 
„I believe, well known to in this Houſe ; 
Affairs were to have been 
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Purſuance thereof, becauſe there migh 


be imported oe 
in the Welt-Indies, was with 


a Part of our own Dominions, and contributed very confide- 
rably to the Riches and Power of England: That beſides, if 
a Law ſhould be made in the Terms of the Reſolution pro- 
| , it would embroil us with ſome of our Nei 

: That he did not know but the French would look 


upon it as a Breach of that Article of the Treaty of Utrecht, 


by which it was ftipulated, that the Trade between France 


; and us ſhould remain on the ſame Footing it was on at that 


: | . certainly 
Breach of the Treaties of Peace and Commeree ſubliting 
between us and them, becauſe, by ſuch a Law the Importz 
ectly into Ireland would be er- 


as was requiſite for the Conſumption in that Kingdom, in- 
ported directly thither from our own Sugar-Colonies in Ame- 
rica ; what was by the Reſolution moved for, wa 
only to prohibit the direct Importation of any of the Con- 
modities mentioned therein, from any of the other Colonies 
in America, and we had very good Reaſon for making fuck 
a Prohibition, becauſe it a that what was imponted 
directly into Ireland from the other Colonies, was generally 
the Produce of the Foreign Sugar-Colonies in that Part of 
the World, whereby the Trade of thoſe Colonies was very 
much encouraged and improved, to the Ruin of our om 
Sugar-Colonies in America: That though we were to look 
upon Ireland as a Part of our own Dominions, yet we ought 


not to allow them to encroach upon any Branch of the Trade 


of England: It was very well known that they were always 
wy IS 


( 2884 } 
eudedvouring to encroach upon our Trade; and if we did not Anno 5 Ceo. 11. 
take Care to keep that Country under the Yoke, they might 
in Time grow fo rich as to be able to throw it off, which » 2 
they one perhaps willing!y do, if ever it ſhould 
o be in their Power: That as to Portugal, ſome Words 


might be put in, or ſome Proviſo added, for obviating any 


Exeeption that might be taken by them. Herenpon Mr 
Doddington ſaid, I hat he was forry to differ from his honour- ti; Dodd ton. 
able Friend that fat by him, but that he had always look d on 
Prohibitions in Trade as of dangerous Conſequence, and that 


therefore no Prohibitions ought ever to be laid on it, but ſuch 


as are in their own Nature abſolutely neceſſary : That we 
had no Reaſon to be jealous of I , or to lay them under 
any Reſtraints and Prohibitions ; that Country had always 


mendment to the 
0e Motion. 


prohibiting the importing of them 
this regarded only our Trade 
among ourſelves, no foreign Power could take any juſt Ex- 
ceptions thereto ; but however, ſince there was no Deſign of 
prohibiting the Importation of French Spirits, or Portugal 
Sugars, directly into Ireland, therefore he would propoſe an 
Amendment, and that the Reſolution ſhould be in the Terms 
following, That no Sugar, Paneels, Syrups, or Moloſſes, 
of the Growth, Product, or Manuſacture of any of the Colo 
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Anne 6. Geo. 11. firſt Price of the Commodity upon which it was laid.” Then 


17333} the Queſtion being put, the three foregoing Motions were ſe. 
verally agreed to without any Diviſion. After this, the two 
following Motions were agreed to without any Oppoſiti- 


on, I. That all the Duties charged on the*Importation of 


all Sugars and Paneels of the Growth, Product and Rlanu- 
facture of his Majeſty's Colonies and Plantations in Ame- 
rica, into Great Britain, be drawn back on Exportadion of 
the fame.” II. That a Drawback or Allowance of 2; 
Six Reſclutions re- per Hundred Weight on all Sugars, refined in and exported 
Caleb ere from Great Britain, be paid on the Exportation thereof, 
over and above all Drawbacks or Bounties row payable there- 
Sir J. Barnard, on, This laſt Reſolution was ſeconded by Sir John Har- 
nard, who ſaid, That he would agree to that as well as 


the other Reſolution with all his Heart, for that the two lag 


were the only Reſolutions they had come to, which, in his 
Opinion, would be of any real Uſe to our Sugar-Colonies; 
and particularly the laſt Reſolution he was glad to ſee mov- 
ed, becauſe he hoped it would make them think of ſome 
other Things relating to our Trade, which ſtood in need of 


ſme ſuch Redreſs from Parliament: That there were ſeveral 


foreign Materials imported into this Kingdom, liable to Dy- 
ties on Importation, which Duties were drawn back, if the 
Materials were again exported in the ſame Shape ; but if ma- 
nufactured and made more valuable by the Labour of our 
own People, neither the Merchant nor the Manufacturer could 
draw back the Duties, even they ſhould afterwards 
export the ſame, and could ſhew that this Manufacture was 
made of Materials that had paid a Duty on Importation ; 
and would have had a Drawback on Exportation, if they 
had been carried out rough as they were brought in: That 
this was a ſcandalous Overfight when theſe Duties were irt 
impoſed, but it was much more ſcandalous that in ſo long 
a Time this Overſight had never been amended : That 
there were ſeveral Examples of this Overſight could be given, 
but he would then only mention the Duties on fore: 
„Flax, Cordage, &c. which were drawn back if the 
G ſhould be exported in the ſame Condition they were 


imported : But if theſe very Goods ſhould, by the Labour 


im 

and Induſtry of our own People, be manufactured intoCables, 
Ropes, and other Tackle for Shipping, and then exported, 
the Exporter could not have any Drawback : That tha 


was a gre:it Loſs to that Branch of our Trade, which was a 


very conſiderable Branch, but would be much more conkide- 
rable if it were not for this Hardſhip it laboured under. 
Theſe Reſolutions being all agreed to as above recited, 
A Wil pad in A Bill was ordered to be brought in purſuant thereto, which 
Fuste the: coſ. afterwards paſſed into a Law. 


The 


225 „ ne e ay By = == men, ey he 0 


wy 


( 285 ) 
The ſame Day the Penſion Bill was read the third Time Arno 6. Geo. IL, 
and S'd ; and Mr Sandys was ordered to carry it up to 
_—_— Lords, where it met with the fame Fate as in The Pen6on-Bitt 


the two laſt Seſſions. 

Feb. 23. The Houſe reſolv'd itſelf into a Committee of 
the whole Houſe, to conſider farther of Ways and Means 
ſor ra.fing the Supply ; the Account of the Money t 
remaining in the Exchequer, and of the Produce of the 
ing Fund | diſpoſable by Parliament, having with others 
reterred to the ſaid Committee, Sir Robert Walpole 
up, and ſpoke as follows ; 3 

Sir, 

In the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, this Houſe came 
Reſolution, which, in my Opinion, was a good and 
reaſonable Reſolution ; and that was to eaſe the Landed 
reſt of one Shilling in the Pound upon the Land-Tax, 
granting in Lieu thereof, a Duty on Salt for three 
[ See p. 236 ] By this the Landed Intereſt, which wy 
many Yo: hone i aver > Mon of GPM Mamwes, 
has in this laſt Year found a moſt ſenſible Eaſe ; and if any 
Method can be fallen on for continuing this Eaſe to them, 
ſuch Method ought certainly to be followed. As I had, 
iſt Seffion of Parliament, the Honour of moving for that 
ſolution, th» Approbation I then met with 
now to offer to your Conſideration another Motion, w 
[ hope will be cqually agreeable, and that is, that it may 
be reſolved, * That it is the Opinion of this Committee 
that towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, there 
be iſſued i —_ ed the Sum of 500,000 |. out of ſuch 
Monies as have ariſen from the Surpluſſes, Exceſſes, or O- 
verplus Money, commonly called the Sinking-Fund, over 
and above what hath been applyed to the Payment of — 4 
Million, towards diſcharging the National Debt, pu 
to an Ad of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 21 — 
[ hope, will meet with the Approbation of this Houſe ; for 
it has always been my Opinion, and I believe it will be 


ways to be raiſed according to that Method, which is the 
leaſt burthenſome to the P : By this Method we ſhall 
provide for a great Part of current Service of the Year, 
without laying any Burthen whatever on the People, and 
without doing Iojaftice to any Man, or to any Set of Men : 
The Caſe of the Creditors of the Publick is now very mark | 
altered from what it was; the Competition among them is 
not now which of them ſhall be firſt paid, but which of 
them ſhall be the laſt to be paid ; and therefore Gentlemen 
need not now apprehend, that any of the publick Creditors 
will look upon the Houſe's agreeing to this Motion as an 
and 
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might probably be obliged to defer to 
the Welfare of this Nation required ts 
preſent. I hope Gentlemen will conſider this, and that 
will again begin to follow the wiſe Method obſerved 
Anceſtors, and keep ſome Security in our own 
our Sitting, till we have heard and redreſſed 
vances of our Fellow - Subjects. There ar: ſeveral 
, | 8 this Seſſion 


© 
ö 


1 


Things 


E 
7 


4] 
T3 


Pound Land- Far, and for one Y . 

Gentlemen of this Nation have often ventur d th 
their Country's Cauſe; and it is an Indignity offer'd to 
to imagine, that paying or not paying ſuch a Trifle as 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, will be of any Wei 
them, when it comes in Competition with the W 


for 
the Debts and aboliſhing the Taxes, which lie ſo heavy on 

of this Nation, ought never to be 
I ought to prevail with 


us to convert that Fund to 
original] 
beg Pardon, Sir, Robbing is a harſh Word, I will not ſay 
robbed ; but I muſt ſay, that upon ſeveral Occaſions there 
have been confiderable-Sums ſnipped away from it: Upen 
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Anno 6. Geo. . the Demiſe of his late Majeſty, a large Sum was talen 
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Sir R. Walpole. 


with the Welfare or Happineſs of the Nation ? Is this the 


from the Sinking-Fund, and apply'd to the Civil-Liſt : By 
the taking off the Salt-Duty, another large Yearly Sum was 


taken away from that Fund ; and the People are now again 


charged with that Duty, but no Reſtitution. has been made 
to the Sinking-Fund. Thus, Sir, there has been 


E taken from it at ſeveral Times, and now it 


ſnip off it 500,000 |. at once. At this Rate, 


te Frope of tha Nation matt for ever groan under the 
Load of Taxes they are now ſubject to; and our Trade, 2 
long as we have any left, muſt labour under the Difficulties 
and Diſcouragements it is now expoſed to. Is this conſiſtent 


Method by which the Landed-Gentlemen are to be eaſed of 
One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax? 

The honourable Gentleman has been called, and once had 
the Vanity to call himſelf, the Father of the Sinking: Fund; 


but if Solomon's Judgment was he who is thus for 
and di the Child can never be deemed to be 
true Father. may claim, and I ſhall allow him the 


Honour of being the Father of two other Children 


brought forth in this Nation, a Standing- Army, and an Exciſe; 
but as for the Sinking-Fund, he ſeems now to renounce all 
Pretences of being the Father thereof. I ſhall not now enter 
farther into the Merits of the Motion that the honourable 
Gentleman has been pleaſed to make, becauſe I hope a 
per Time will be 'd for Gentlemen to conſider of a 


Queſtion of ſo great Conſequence ; and therefore I ſhall con 


Sa. the Chairman to leave the Chair.” 


„As for the Gentleman's ſaying, that I had once the | 


Vanity of calling myſelf the Father of the Sinking-Fund, 
I moſt fay, that whether I was vain of being ſo or 
no, I remember a Time when the eſtabliſhing that Fund was 
treated as a monſtrous Project, and then I was obliged w 
father it ; but no ſooner was it found out to be a good anda 
right Thing, and a Project that was both feaſible and agree 
able to the Intereſt of this Nation, but other Gentlemen 
endeavoured to rob the real Father, whoever he was, of the 
Glory of being the Father of that Child. As for the other 
monitrous Project ſo much talk d of, which ſome Gentlemen 
now endeavour to ſhew in ſo terrible a Light, I doubt t 
but that in a little Time it will appear in a quite different 
Shape to the impartial and unprejudiced Part of the Natio 
Let it be what it will, I am reſolved to l 


I have but a very little Time, I al by Balch yrs 
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your Confideration - I have no Doubt, but that upon a des Geo. 1. 


thorough Examination, it will te found to be for the general 
Interelt of the Nation, and for the Advantage of every fair 
Trader in particular; and this I am ſo much convinced of, 
tiat I believe I may live to have it told me, that I was not 
the Father of it, but that other People had of it before 
me. I never as yet was inclined to do that which I thought was 
ll; Jam afraid of doing fo; but I never ſhall be afraid of 
doing well ; I never ſhall be afraid of doing Good, either to 
my Country, or to private Men, ſo far as is conſiſtent with 
the Intereſt of my Country. As for the Sums which have 
been taken from the Sinking Fund, and added to the Civil-Liſt, 
they were not taken from it by me, they were taken from it by 
the Authority of this Houſe ; I was only one of thoſe who 
conſented to it ; and particularly as to the Sum which was 
taken from the Sinking-Fund upon the Demiſe of the late 
King, and given to the Civil-Liſt, the honourable Gentleman, 
who fits near me, agreed to it as well as I did ; both of us 
did agree to it, but our Motives for agreeing were perhaps 
very different. 
The Sinking Fund was eſtabliſhed for the Payment of the 
Debts of the Nation, but ſtill it was left ſubject to the Diſ- 
poſal of Parliament; if upon any Occaſion it ſhall appear 
that a Part of it may be more properly applied to ſome other 
Uſe, the Legiſlat 


that Manner, which they ſhall judge to be moſt for the Pub- 
lick Good, and for the Intereſt of the Nation in general. 
This is the proper Queſtion now under our Conſideration ; 
we are now to determine, Whether the Sum of 500,000 |. 
ſhall be apply'd this Year towards the Eaſe of the Landed 
Intereſt, where it is very much wanted, where it is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to give ief ; or if the whole ſhall be 
this Year applied towards the Payment of the publick Cre- 


ditors, who ſtand in no need of ſuch Payment, who do not ſo 


much as wiſh or deſire it. This is the plain State of the 
Queſtion ; and I could hardly have expected that this would 
have ſtood a Debate. 


ure has certainly a Power to apply it in 
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ano 6 Geo. u. amin d, and the Coniequences thereof conſider d, the more 


— 


the Projector will be hated and 
But as tu the Queſtion now before us, it affords me a mak 
melancholy Conſideration ; I own that the Landed Intereſt, 
as well as every other Intereſt, ſtands very much in need of 
Relief ; I allow that, by whatthe Gentleman now pr 
the Landed Intereſt may meet with ſome immediate 
and I will likewiſe eaſily grant, that it may, in cur proſe 
Circumſtances, be agreeable to the Creditors of the Publick ; 
| but while I have the Honour to be a Member of this Houſe, 
I am not to conſider the immediate Eaſe of the Landed. In- 
tereſt in particular, nor the preſent Pleaſure of the Publick 
Creditors ; I am to confider the Welfare of the Nation in 
general, both as to the preſent and as to future Times ; and 
as I am convinced that what is now will, in the 
| long Run, be contrary to the Intereſt of the Nation in ge- 
neral, I thergfore muſt give my Diſſent thereto. 
In all Affairs which come before this Houſe, we are 
have a due Regard to Pofterity ; we are in Honour and D 
ty bound to conſider the future Happineſs of the Nation, 1 
well as the 'preſent ; and the now before ws is, 
Whether we ſhall give a Eaſe to the Landed-Imere 
of One Shilling i | 
ing our Poſterity with the Payment 
| — thereof from this preſent 


Man, who has a Regard to 
pineſs of his native Country, muſt 
Side he is to take: This is the Light it 
fidered in; and whoever conſiders it in th 
conclude, that what is is — ur 
of 500,000 |. and the growing I £ 
a trifling preſent Eaſe to ourſelves. If the 
any Intereſt, could be relieved i 
pence, it would redound to the | 
Honour of the Author nd AG 
by loading our , Is a poor 
— or ſelf-intereted Politicians > and 


can never 
as ſhor-ighted or as ſelf-inereſted as himſelf. 


- I ſhall be taxed with affe&ing Popularity 
3 or as a Member for the C7 


Anno 6 Geo. Il. 


of London, as J have often been upon other Occaſions ; for 
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O Gentlemen! The 
you of One Shilling in the Pound Land- Tax. Whether this 
was done with a Deſign to do me Service or Diſſervice, I 


44 


L 7 


the Security of our Conſtitution, to any 
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eſt Veneration for; I look on it as a Sacred F 
priated to the relieving the Nation from that Load of 
and Taxes it now under ; I take it to be 
appropriated to that Uſe, that if upon any preſſing 
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never 
the ſame heavy and grievous Taxes ? 7 if there is 
ever a Time to be looked for of eaſing the of this 
Nation, the preſent is the Time for doing it: when I 
refle& upon what was done laſt Seſſion of Par 


- 
— 


Bminin 
ed: For the Relief of the Poor we did conſent to this En- 


Knight of your Shire was againſt eaſing Am A Geo. m 
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Anno 6. Geo. 1. Tax which we have always in our own Hands, and which 


17 233. 


we may grant or not as we fee Occaſion; and in the room 
thereof we are going to ſubſtitute a Lax, or at leaſt a Me. 
thod of providing for the current Service of the Year, which 
we have not in our Power; the Taxes by which the Sink. 
ing-Fund is raiſcd, being all granted for ever, and may be 
levied on the People without any new Authority from Parlia. 
ment. By this Method we clearly point out a Way, by which 
ſome future ambitious Prince may provide for the current Ser. 
vice of the Year, without the Aſſiſtance of Parliament; fro: 
whence he may judge that Parliaments are unneceflary, 
and will certainly lay them aſide as ſoon as he finds them 
troubleſome. By thoſe Taxes granted for the Sinking-Fund, 
which his Officers may levy according to the Laws in being, 
he finds himſelf provided of a Revenue ſufficient to ſupport 
his Government, without the Aſſiſtance of Parliaments ; and 
therefore he will reſolve to govern without them, if they but 
once begin to thwart any of his Meaſures. 

I know it will be told me, that it would be as illegal and 
criminal, to apply the Revenue of the Sinking-Fund to the 
current Service of the Year, without the Authority of Par- 
liament, as it would be to levy Taxes without any ſuch Au- 
thority : But there is a very great Difference between the 
two Caſes; in levying a Tax contrary to Law, every Off- 
cer employ'd knows that he acts with a Rope about his 
Neck, and therefore it would be difficult for the moſt pow- 


_ erful Prince to get Officers that would be employ'd in the 


levying ſuch Taxes ; whereas in levying thoſe Taxes appro- 
— to the Sinking Fund, every Under- Officer acts ac- 
cording to Law, there is no Man guilty of any Crime as to 
the levying of them ; there are none guilty but a few of 
the chief Officers, who agree to or connive at the Miſap- 
plication. | 

Another material Difference there is between thoſe two 
Caſes. The levying of any Tax, contrary to Law, gives in- 
mediately the Alarm to the whole Nation both poor and 
rich; every Man thinks he is robb'd of his Property, if he 
is obliged to pay the moſt trifling Tax, without the Authority 
of Parliament ; and as the whole People in the Nation 
would on ſuch an Occaſion take the Alarm, ſo it would be 
eaſy to ſtop ſuch a Prince in the Beginning of his tyrannicl 
Career, before he could have Time to fix himſelf in Arbitrary 
Power. But though an ambitious Prince and his Miniſters 
ſhould miſapply the Produce of the Sinking-Fund, by con- 
verting it to the current Service of the Year, the Body of the 
People would be no ways alarmed ; they would not think 
themſelves any way hurt, becauſe they would find that they 
were not obliged to pay any Taxes, but thoſe which — 
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new to be due by Law; on the contrary, they would pro- Anno 6. Geo. M. 


bably be well pleaſed with the new Sort of Government, 
cauſe they would find themſelves, for ſome Time at leaſt, 


bee From the Payment of thote Taxes which had formerly 


Leen apnually raiſed by Parliament; and thus, before the 
rody of the People could be made ſenſible of the Tyranny 
they were under, the Arbitrary Power of the Prince would 
be eſtabliſhed, and the Fetters of Slavery riveted upon the 
People. I cannot but dread the Conſequences of the Reſo- 
lution now before us, and therefore I could not let ſlip this 
Opportunity of again declaring my Diſſent to it. 
Mr Shippen then riſing up, Mr Danvers moved for clear- vt 
ing the Galleries of all ſuch as were not Members, which tal 


being done accordingly, Mr Shippen made the following Stra. gers. 
Speech. PT 


| Mr 
Mr Speaker, | | 

There was no Occaſion for fo great and ſolemn a Pre- 
paration for what I have to ſay ; but as I did not take the 
Liberty to give you any Trouble in the Committee, I will 
now beg Leave to ſay a few Words to the Queſtion before us. 

I have, in many former Debates in this Houſe, heard 
Parliamentary Faith often mention'd, and much inſiſted on. 
Particularly I remember, that laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
when it was propoſed that Scotland ſhould pay equally with 
England, towards a Duty which was then raid, or rather 
revived, and apply'd to the current Service of the Year, a 
certain honourable Gentleman told us, and inſiſted much upon 
it, that it was a Breach of Parliamentary Faith. I wonder 
to ſee that Gentleman, who was laſt Year fo nice an Obſerver 
of Parliamentary Faith, now ſo forward for committing what 
take to be a real Breach of Parliamentary Faith. 

J remember the Time when the Law, which we are now 
going to break through, was brought into this Houle ; I re- 
member that the Gentleman, who brought it in, introduced 
it with the greateſt Solemnity: He told us, that it was to be 
looked on as a Fundamental Law of the Realm, and that 
therefore it was to be always had in the greateſt Reverence 
and Eſteem ; that no Attempt was ever to be made for en- 

ing upon or altering it; that it was a Law which was 
always to be deemed facred ; and that the Surpluſes or Ex- 
ceſſes of the Funds thereby eſtabliſhed were always to be 


religiouſly preſerved, and appropriated to the paying off the 


Debts of the Nation. He then faid, That it was upon the 
ſtrict and religious Obſervance of this Law, that the Credit 
and the future Happineſs and Glory of this Nation entirely 
depended ; and in purſuance of what he faid, the Words of 
the Law were made very plain and expreſs, © That all the Ex- 
ceſſes and Surpluſes there r ſhould be appropria el 
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Diners moves 


caring the 


leres of all 


SA pen. 


Anno 6. Geo. U. «go the di 
»Debts, as were incurred before the 25th of December 1716, 
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* and were declared to be National Debts, and not provided 
"I Parliament, in ſuch Manner as ſhould be directed by 
any f Act, and to or ſor no other Uſe whatever. 
Theſe are the Words of that Law, and by theſe Words 
it is plain, that the Sinking-Fund is not abſolutely at the 
Diſpoſal of Parliament ; Parliament may di 


have Gentlemen reflect, that he that pulls down a M. 
ment of Glory, erects to himſelf a Monument of 
Infamy. For my Part, I have always been a Country 
Gentleman in this Houſe: I am afraid, afraid I ought not 
to fay, for I deſire to continue always to be a Country-Gen- 
tleman ; and therefore I am for preſerving entire and invio- 


lated this Monument of Glory, which was erected by an 
honeſt Country-Gentleman ; and for this Reafon I cannot. 
agree with the Committee in the Reſolution now before us. 


Sir William Yonge ſpoke next : 
Mr , | 
* As we had the Sentiments of moſt Gentlemen on the 
Subject now before us when in the Committee, I was in 
Hopes that the Reſolution would now have agreed 


to 
without any farther Debate, but I find it is le. An 


honourable 


ſurprized to hear it ſo much as . 
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Anne 6. Geo. U. that the preſent Reſolution is any Breach of Parli 
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to think of trampling upon the Rights and Liberties 


Royal Family 


Faith, or that the publick Creditors have a Right to demand, 
that no Part of the Sinking Fund can be apply'd to any Thing 


but to their Payment. The Caſe of the Sinking Fund 4 


very different from thoſe Taxes which are appropriated to- 


wards the Payment of their Intereſt : It was upon the Faith - 


of this laſt Appropriation, that they lent their Money, and 
therefore they cannot be diverted to any other Uſe without 


their Conſent ; but the Sinking-Fund was eſtabliſſied 


after, there was no Money lent to the Publick by — 
upon the Faith of that Fund ; and therefore it is entirely at 
the Dif of Parliament ; the Legiſlature may convert it 
to any Uſe they pleaſe, without the Conſent of any Man, or 


of any Body of Men; as to the Diſpoſal thereof, we are un- 


der no Reſtraint but that of the Publick Good; and as I am 
convinced that what is propoſed by this Reſolution is the beſt 
Thing we can do for the Publick Good, therefore I ſhall be 
for agreeing with our Committee.” 
To this Mr William Pulteney replied ; 
Mr Speaker, | 
The Fears, "which my honourable Friend has 
are molt juſt and reaſonable, however 1 may 
at preſent appear to the Gentleman who His 
II  —— 
are juſt and honourable, and we know that he will not allow 
himſelf to be miſled by any guilty Miniſter; he is too 


"the 
Subject, for the Sake of protecting any high Criminal what- 


ever: But we cannot certainly know what is to happen here- 


after ; we cannot depend on the Diſpoſitions, the Humours, 
or the Deſigns of all the Princes, even of the preſent Royal 
Family, that may in Courſe ſucceed to one another. Who 
knows but a Prince not yet born may ariſe, even of the pre- 


ſent Royal Family, who finding himſelf poſſeſs' d of a Reve- 


nue, which he may raiſe by virtue of the Laws in Being, 
and NT bs hos te ke ſufficient for the Support of 
his Government, without any Aſſiſtance from Parliaments, 
may from thence conclude, that Parliaments are uſeleſs to 
him, and therefore reſolve to lay them aide The preſent 
a to the Crown, as ever 
y Family *y has iway'd the er of rn | 
their Right to the Crown no more s u 
ments, than the Right of any former Royal Family ar dg, 
and yet we know, that ſome of our former Kings have had 
Views of overturning the Rights and the Liberties of the 
People. The only Barrier againſt ſuch Deſigns, is to take 


all proper Care that it ſhall never be in any future moe” 


r ans , ,, r 
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Power : This is what has hitherto preſerved our Liberties, 
and this is our only Security in Time to come. 

The honourable Gentleman has, I do not know how, 
lugged the Pretender into this Debate; I am ſure the men- 
tioning of that Bugbear was as foreign to the Subject in hand, 
as it ever can be to any Debate that can happen in this 
Houſe : But is the Pretender the only Perſon we have to 
fear ? No, there is no Prince in Europe from whom we have 
lefs to fear than from him; he has ſo little Power or Intereſt 
in this Nation, that our Liberties can never be in any 
from him, and I hope the preſent Royal Family will always 
be ſo fully poſſeſſed of the Hearts and AﬀeStions of the Peo- 
ple, that it never will be in the Pretender's Power to do us 
any Harm. The only Hopes he can ever have muſt ariſe 
from the arbitrary Deſigns of the Prince upon the Throne, 
and therefore we ought carefully to avoid all thoſe Meaſures, 
which may give a Foundation for the forming of any ſuch 
in Time to come.” | ; 

Sir William Wyndham ſpoke next againſt the Motion: 

Mr Speaker, . 

* I Did not deſign to have given the Houſe any Trouble 
this Day; but ſuch Inſinuations are thrown out, and ſo often 
repeated by ſome Gentlemen in this Houſe, as I cannot with 
Patience fit ſtill and hear. I generally obſerve, that when 
proper Anſwers cannot be made to what Gentlemen advance, 
then Jacobitiſm is brought in ; and becauſe ſome Gentlemen 
in this Houſe take the Liberty to differ from others, there- 
fore they muſt be taxed with the terrible Name of Jacobite ; 
I wiſh that Gentlemen would reſolve for the future always to 
give us Arguments, and not Names, for the Support of their 
Opinions. For my own Part, I will leave it to the whole 
World to judge who moſt purſue the Principles of the Revo- 
lution, They who are for ſupporting the Government in that 
Way, which is moſt eaſy and leaſt burthenſome to the People ; 
or they who are for doing it in a Way, which is ſo odious and 
ſo burthenſome to the whole Nation. 

Whenever there are any juſt Fears of the Pretender; if 
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sir W. Wyndham. 


there ever ſhall happen to be any real Deſigns in his Favour, 


which I hope never will, then I ſhall do as I always have 
done, I ſhall ſhew by my Actions what my Principles are. 
I believe I ſtand in the Opinion of Mankind acquit of any 
Imputatian of ſacobitiſm, as much as the honourable Gentle- 
man over the way, or any Gentleman in this Houſe ; and 
therefore, I as much deſpiſe that Imputation, as I deſpiſe be- 
ing always a ſervile Aſſentator to every Thing propoſed by 
the Adminiſtration. But as ſuch Inſinuations have been often 
thrown out againſt me in this Houſe, I muſt let Gentlemen 
know, that it is a Treatment, which I think inconſiſtent wid 


o 


( 304 ) 


Anne 5. Geo. II. 


and a Treatment which I will 


Houſe, 


Dignity of this 
lager bear with." 


the 
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«8 1 
[ Gentleman, who knows more of it than I do, would get | 

nnd fix a Day when he thinks it will be beagle bo. cad 
then move that the Call of the Houſe may be put off till 
that Day, or till ſome Day about that Tune. 

We have been long in Expectation of ſeeing this glori- 
ous Scheme, which is to render us all compleatly happy ; we 
| have waited for it with Impatience ever ſince the Beginning 
of this Seſſion of Parliament; we imagined, as had been in- 
finuated to us in the preceding Seſſion, that it was to come 
in lieu of the One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, as a 
Supply for the current Service of the Year ; but in this we 
are diſappointed ; that Meafure has, it feems, been alter'd, 
and we have ſeen this Eaſe as to the Land-Tax 
ſupply'd. I do not know whether the Scheme itſelf has late- 
ly met with any Alterations or Amendments, but I hope, 
if it be to be laid before us this Seſſion, that it will not be 
put off till towards the End of the Seſſion, when Gentlemen 
ue tired out with Attendance, and obliged to return home 
tomind their own private Affairs. It a Scheme of that 
|| Conſequence be at all brought in, it certainly ought to be 
| brought in when the Houſe is full, that it may be confider'd, 
and approv'd or rejected, by as many 
As foon as the Time for its 
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Occaſions.” 
| Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up, and ſpoke as R. Walpole, 
| | follows : 1 
13 Sir, 3 | 
24 s to the Scheme mention d by the honourable Gentle- 
} | man who ſpoke laſt, it is certain that I have a Scheme which 
| I intend very ſoon to lay before you. I am reſolved very 


ſeoon to make a Motion, for this Houfe to go into a Commit- 
deaf the whole Houſe on ſomething or another ; I have 


. then appoint a Day for going into the Com- 
92929 Member may have Notice 
wr mp2 1 


W. 


Prof 
this Houſe but when the Houſe does reſolve itſelf into ſome 


publick Revenue. I never had any Inten- 
it as a Supply for the current Service of the 
was always ſenſible that no ſuch Thing could be 


following Seſſion of 
Parliament as they ſhall judge proper; till then it cannot be 


appropriated, becauſe till then it cannot be known what the [ 


Amount may be. 


not know but it may ; I never 
ſtand in no Need of Aſſiſtance; 


; 


TORE 


: 
= 


| 


TH 


can be given by any Gentleman in this Houſe. 

© It is certain that there are daily very great 
' mitted in the collecting of the publick Revenue, and if any 
| Way can be fallen on to prevent thoſe Frauds, and to er- 
able che Publick to receive what it is now juſtly and ern 


or would propoſe w 
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venting of Frauds in the Revenue ? This I take to be a very 
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intitled to, ſuch a Project ought to be embrac'd, and the Ag 6 Gee. 11, 


Author thereof, whoever he may be, would deſerve the. 


Thanks of his Country; for it would not only be a great 
Advantage to the publick Revenue, but to every honeſt and 
fair hag 7 on becauſe that wherever a Tax is 
laid on, not regularly and duly from every 
Man ſubject thereto, it is really making the far Trader 
to the Publick what the fraudulent Trader turns into 
own private Pocket, and thereby the Smuggler is enabled 
underſell the fair Trader in every, Commodity he deals i 


s FS 


Ec 


by which all the fair Traders in the Nation muſt be at 
ruin'd and undone.” 
To this Sir William Wyndham replied, 
Sir, | 
© I have not the Honour of being let into the Secret of 
this extraordinary Scheme, I do not as yet know what it 
is; but by all that I could ever yet hear of it, I believe, 
when it is laid before us, the Queſtion thereon will appear to 
be, Whether we ſhall ſacrifice the Conſtitution to the pre- 


Sir W. Wyadbam. 


material Queſtion, and therefore I think it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to have a full Houſe ; for which Reaſon, I ſhall be 
not only for Letters to the Sheriffs, but alſo I hope that every 
Gentleman in this Houſe will write to ſuch of his Friends in 
the Country as are Members, and intreat them to give At- 
tendance on that i Day. 


many Frauds in other Branches of the Re- 
venue, as there are in thoſe which the honourable Gentleman 
| icu Notice of. I muſt think 
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Anne 6. Geo. u. order that they may be firſt hunted down ; but the very 
— ſame Reaſon, that may prevail with us to ſubject any one 
Branch of the Revenue to the Laws of Exciſe, may 
il with us to ſubje& every Branch to thoſe Arbi 
; and as ſuch Laws are, iti my Opinion, abſolutely in- 
confiſlen with Liberty, therefore I muſt think that the 
upon this Scheme, even alter'd as it ſeems it is, will 
be, Whether we ſhall endeavour to prevent Frauds in the 
collecting of the Publick Revenues, : at the Expence of the 
Liberties of the People ? 


For my own Part, I never was guilty of any Fraud; 1 


EFS who he will, to accule me of fo 
much as the nce of a Fraud in any Trade I was ever 
concern d in: I am reſolved never to be guilty of any Fraud. 
k way was, that fofe Frende are a very great 
to all fair Traders, and therefore I ſpeak againſt my own In- 
tereſt when I ſpeak againſt any Method that may tend 
towards preventing of Frauds ; but I ſhall never put my 
private Intereſt in Ballance with the Intereſt or Happineſs of 
the Nation : I had rather beg my Bread from Door to Door, 
and ſee my Country flouriſh, than be the greateſt Subject in 
the Nation, and ſee the Trade of my 
© and the People enſlaved da 
n feu. Then Mr Henry Pelham faid, 
Sir, 


I wiſh this Scheme, be what it will, were 


Thing of it. I do net know where the honou 
man, who ſpoke laſt, got his Information ; but as I have 
the Honour to converſe ſometimes with thoſe who 
knew moſt of this Scheme, I can aſſure him that there ne- 


_ tir Ferry. Then Mr Perry, Member for London ſpoke i 

3 tion of the Merchants dealing i i 

The Gall of the e Trade: After which the Q 

mi g. March, and of the Houſe was put off till that Day Fortnight ; and it 

to write tothe, was ordered, That no Member of the Houſe ſhould pre- 

tand, Kc. ſume to go out of Town without Leave of the Houſe : That 
no Leave ſhould be asked for any Member to go out of 
Town, but between the Hours of Vw Bog And that 


Mr ſhould write circular Letters to the Sheriffs and 


Speaker 
Stewards of the ſeveral Counties of Great Britain, requir- 


Country decaying, 


FP anon. 
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ing the Attendance of the Members on that Day Fortnight ; . 
againſt ſuch Members as ſaould not then attend the Service 
of the Houſe. | 

Then Mr Sandys moved for the Houſe to reſolve, © That mr sev: mores 
ſuch Members of that Houſe, who ſhould abſent themſelves Rune nh 
without Leave of the Houſe, ſhould be reputed Deſerters ould abſentthem- 
of their Truſt, and Neglecters of that Duty they owed to Leave, be 4cclar'd 
that Houſe and their Country.” Hereupon ſeveral Mem- Pran; uch i. 
bers got up, ſome of whom as was thought to have ſeconded Naples 
this Motion ; but Mr Horatio Walpole was pointed to by 
Mr Speaker, who ſaid, That he was againſt the Motion the 
honourable Gentleman had been to make, as being 
| a very extraordinary one, and ſuch as there was then no Oc- Debate the 
| cafion for, and therefore he moved for the Order of the Day, 


— wonds be for it.” To this Sir William Yonge dir W. Tou 
| reply'd, That an honourable Gentleman ¶ Sir William 
Windham ] had ſaid, That every Member ought to write 
to his Friends in the Country, and deſire them to give At- 
tendance ; but if the Motion then made ſhould be agreed to, 
they might, in his Opinion, fave themſelves the Trouble, for 
that no Member then in the Country would think he had 
dne Friend in the Houſe, if any ſuch Reſolution ſhould be 
| made againſt him.“ Hereupon Mr Sandys faid, © That what Mr Sandys. 
he had moved for, was ſo far from being without Precedent, 
that there was a Precedent for it very lately, and that was 
i the famous Caſe of Dr Sacheverel : That when that Affair 
| was before the Houſe there was fuch a Reſolution made, 
and from thence it was that he took the very Words of the 
Motion he had then made. 
Then the Queſtion was put upon Mr Walpole's Motion for 
the Order of the Day, becauſe of its having been ſeconded 
before Mr Sandys's Motion was ſeconded, and that being 
carried in the Affirmative, the other was dropp'd of courſe. 
| March 8. A Bill was brought in purſuant to the Reſolu- Deng eser 
| tions of the Houſe in July laſt, in relation to the Sugar- Rhode-ifand an 
| Colonies ; upon which Sir John Barnard opened to the de ya 
| Houſe a Petition of Richard Partridge, Agent for the Colo- Bil 
| Ty of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations in America, 
= ſaid Bill; and moved for Leave to bring it up, in 
wh was ſeconded by Mr Perry, but ſed by Sir , 
William Yonge ; who ſtood up, 15 *—<” WP 
| Mr Speaker : Sir W. Yonge, 
The Petition, which the honourable Member 


over the 
way 
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tirely to your Determination, and 
Opinion thereupon. However, Sir, I mult take Notice of 


another Thing, which I obſerve in the Petit 


hope you wall give us your 


they appre- 


hear it read. The Queſtion now before us, is not, Whether 
the Defire of the Petition ſhall be granted or no? Aﬀeer the 


Petition is brought up and read to the Houſe, we may then 


Judge whether the Deſire thereof be reaſonable or not, and 


may accordingly grant or refuſe it, but the refuſing to have 
| the petit 
to be a Determining the Defire of the Petition to be u- 


brought up and read to the Houſe, ſeems rally 


before we know what it is ; and therefore, 


1 ſhall be for having it brought up.” 


Sir 


I ſtand up to ſpeak to Order and to the Method of ho 
ceeding in this Houſe ; it has been a Cuſtom always chf 
in this Houſe, not to receive any Petitions againſt thoſe Bib 
which were | in for the laying on of any new D 
I do not indeed ſay but that there may be ſome Inſtanem 


happened but upon ſame very inary Occaſion; for 
if we were to receive all ſuch Petitions there would be ſuch 
Multitudes of them againſt every ſuch Bill, that the Natio 


might be undone for want of an immediate Supply fr ts | 


the contrary, but I am ſure they are very rare, and ae! 
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Duties, yet certainly that Rule could po may op thoſe 
Duties, which were to be laid on for raiſing Money for the 
Current Service of the Publick, it could not be preſumed to 
relate to thoſe Duties, which were to be laid on for the Re. 
gulation of Trade only; and this laſt is the Caſe now before 
us. The Duties to be laid on by this Bill are ſo far from being 
Duties for the Supply of the Government, that I do not be- 
lieve that even thoſe Gentlemen, who appear ſo fond of the 


Duties to be laid on by it, fo much as expect or wiſh that 


any Money ſhall be thereby raiſed for the Uſe of the Pub- 
lick; the Bill is not intended for any ſuch End; it is rather 
in the Nature of a Prohibition, and it was never pretended 
that no Petitions were ever to be received againſt a Bill for 
any Sort of Commerce. 

It may be the Caſe, that this Houſe has ſometimes re- 
fuſed to receive Petitions from ſome Parts of Britain againſt 
Duties to be laid on ; but this can be no Reaſon why 


Part of Great Britain have a Repreſentative | 


| in every 
in this Houſe, who is to take Care of their Particular Intereſt, 


. . . this Houſe, but in 


the way of being heard at the Bar of the Houſe by thi 


it has always been the Cuſtom of this 
Houſe, I am ſure it has been the Cuſtom ever ſince the Re- 


to be laid on, and that without any Diſtinftion whether the 
Duties to be laid on were for the Naiſing of Money, or for 
SD As our Colonies are all a Part of 
the People reat Britain, are generally 
in this rut 17 and in all 
the Reſolutions of this Houſe, a due 
be had to the particular Intereſt of every 
ſo far as it is conſiſtent with the general Intereſt of the Whole, 
for which Reaſon I can ſee no Occaſion for making 
ception as to them; and therefore I cannot but be _ 


volution, to refuſe receiving Petitions againit any Duties 
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{me Opinion with thoſe Gentlemen, who are for refuſing 
their Conſent to the bringing up of this Bill. As for the 
Duties on Wine, mentioned by the honourable Gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, though they are paid by the Conſumers here, 
yet they may be looked on as a Tax upon the French, for 
if it were not for thoſe Duties, a much greater Quantity of 


their Wines would be conſumed here than there is at preſent, 
and conſequently they would thereby draw a much larger 
Sum of Money out of this Nation than they now do ; and as 
to the Advance of the original Price of their Wines, there 
are a great many other Cauſes it may be owing to, but it 
never can be owing to the Diminution of the Quantity con- 
Mr Pulteney ſpoke next: 
« I do not pretend to be a Maſter of Form, but I believe 
there may be many Precedents found, for juſtifying the 


well know, Sir, how great a Maſter you are of the Forms and 


Methods of Proceeding in this Houſe, and therefore I ſhall 
always be as ready as any Gentleman in the Houſe, to ſub- 
mit to your Opinion when any ſuch Queſtion ariſes ; but I 
cannot think, Sir, that any of your Friends would deure you 
to give your Opinion thus upon a Surprize, in a Matter 
which ſeems to be ſo much conteſted ; nor do I believe that 


 haments Taxes very rare. 
Let any the Statute-Books lying 
upon our to what a vaſt , to 
what a N | 
have ſwelled 
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3ir Thomas Aſton, 


Mr Sandys moves 


for appointing, a 
Com ittee to tearch 
Precede'ts relat- 
ing to Petitions 
apainſt Bills for 
knpofing Duties; 


Wee is £:conl- 
ea by Mr Ecath- 
Caic, 


Hereupon Sir |, 
Burnayd d tres 
t withdraw nis 
former M tion, 
which paſſes in 
the Nraatve ; as 
does allo Me 
dandve'z Motion, 


ceiving, than for rejecting of ſuch Petitions. 
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As to the Queſtion now before us, I cannot fee why it 
ſhould be ſo much debated, I cannot fee why the Receiv; 
of this Petition ſhould be ſo much oppolcd, unleſs it be that 
the Rejecting of this Petition, is to be made uſe of as a Pre. 
cedent for receiving no Petitions againit a certain Scheme 
which we expect ſoon to be laid before us: This, I am 
afraid, is really the Cafe ; for then Gentlemen, u ho are 
not much Matters of Form, Gentlemen who are hut [itte 
converſant in the Journals of the Houſe, may quote a Pre. 
cedent of but a few Days ſfanding, for not receiving any Peti. 
tions that may be offered againii that Scheme; ] do not in- 
deed know whether there will be any ſuch Petitions, but if 
I may judge by the Spirit which has already appearcd in the 
Nation, I can make no Doubt but that Petitions will be ſent 
up from all Parts of the Country againit that Scheme.“ 

Then Sir Thomas Afton ſaid, 

Sir, | 
As to the Point of Form which is now the Subject uf 


Debate, I cannot venture to give my Opinion thereon, but 


I am ſurprized that the honourable Gen deman ſhould have 
any Apprehenſions of our refuſing to receive any Petitions, 
taat may be offered againſt the Scheme he hinted at: For 
whatever Objection there may be againit the Houſe receiv- 
ing any Petitions, that are offered againſt Duties to be laid on, 
there cannot ſurely be any Objection againſt our receiving 
Petitions, that may be offered againit a new and a dangerous 
Method of collecting Duties already laid on.” 
Hereupon Mr Sandys ſtood up again, and ſaid, 
Sir, 

Since Gentlemen ſeem ſo much to differ as to the Point 
of Form, I ſhall move, That a Committee may be appointed 
to ſearch Precedents, in relation to the receiving or not re- 
ceiving Petitions againſt the impoſing of Duties; for as ſome 
Gentlemen have affirmed it to have been the conſtant Uſage 
of this Houſe ever ſince the Revolution, to reject all ſuch 
Petitions, I muſt take the Liberty to affirm the Fact to have 
been otherwiſe ; and it is ſo far otherwiſe, that if my Motion 
be agreed to, I believe more Precedents will be und for re 
This Motion was ſeconded by Mr Heathcote, and there- 
upon Sir John Barnard defired to withdraw the Motion he had 
made: But that being oppoſed, and ſome Debate arifing as to 
that Point, Mr Speaker acquainted the Houſe of its being 
their conſtant Rule, that when any Motion is once made and 
ſeconded, the Queſtion, if inſiſted on, muſt be put upon that 
Motion; it could not be withdr:wn without the Leave 
the Houſe : Hereupon the previous Queſtion was moved for, 
and carried in the Affi mative by 140 to 112. Then the > 4 
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en was put for bringing up the Petition, which paſſed in 
the Negative: After this the Queſtion being alſo put for 
iea;cching of Precedents, it paſſed in the Negative. 

arch q. The Houſe went into a Committee, to conſider 
of the moit proper Methods for encouraging the Manufacture 
and Export of Home-made Spirits ; and Mr Horatio Walpole 
open'd the Debate with the following Specch : 

Sir, 

* As we are now in a Committee for ercouraging Home- 
made Spirits, it may not be improper fur us to take into our 
Conſideration the Duties payable on French Brandies and 
other Foreign Spirits: As the Laws now frand, the Duties 
piyable upon French Brandies amount in the whole to about 
6s. and 5d. per Gallon, which his always been looked on 
rather as a Prohibition, than as a Duty to be fairly and ho- 
neſily paid either by the Importer or Conſumer ; and indeed 
it has in Fact been always found to be fo, for ferv or none 
have ever paid that Duty; thoſe Biandies have always been 
ſmuggled and ſtole in upon us, notwithitanding all the Me- 
thods we could ever take to prevent it ; or they have made 
uſe of an Artifice to evade the Laus, which is this: As the 
Laus ſtand at preſent, the Duties payable upon Flemiſh 
Brandies amount in the whole but to 45. per Gallon, and as 
it is not poſſible to diitinguiſh Flemiſſi Brandies from French 
Brandies, therefore great Quantities of French Brandies were 
carried firſt to Rotterdam, and from thence imported upon 
us as Flemiſh Brandies; after that they were carried to 
Ottend, and from thence imported as Flemiſh ; and now for 
ſome Years paſt, they have been carried to Dunkirk, and 
from thence brought to the ſeveral Ports of Britain, and en- 
tered as Flemiſh Brandies. 
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As this Practice is, Sir, an Eraſion of the Laws in Be- 


ing, it ought certainly to be remedied, and the Manner 
how, will be the proper Queſtion now to be conſidered; If 
the Duties now payable upon French Brandies ſhould be 
laid on all Foreign Spirits, it would not only encourage the 
Smuggling and Running Trade, but it would be a Prejudice 


to our own Diſtilling-Trade, for our Diſtillers are under a 


Neceflity of mixing up a certain Proportion of French 
Brandy with our Engliſh Spirits, in order to make them fit 
for Uſe either at Home or Abroad ; and therefore if ſuch a 
Duty can be thought of to be laid upon all Forcign Spirits, 
as will prevent their being ſold in this Country ſo cheap, as 
to interfere with the Conſumption of our Home-made Sparits, 


and yet not diſable us from. importing honeſtly and fairly as 


much as our Diſtillers may have Occaſion for in the Manu- 
facture of our Home-made Spirits, I hope Gentlemen will 
xeadily come in to ſuch a, Propoſition. 
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* In order, Sir, to make ſuch a Propoſition to this Houſe, 
J have for ſome time conſidered the Cafe, I have talked with 
ſome of the moſt noted Diſtillers in Town about it, and 1 
have made all the Inquiries I thought proper, for obtaining 
a full Information as to this Particular ; and from the 
whole, I believe that a Duty of 55. per Gallon upon all 


Foreign Brandies, is the moſt proper Medium to be fixed 
on.” | 


This Motion met with very little Ox 
Members declar'd, © That they thought a Duty of 5s. 6d. 
would be more eſfectual for the Purpoſe intended: Then Mr 
Sandys ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: 

Sir 


« I am glad to hear from the honourable Gentleman over 
the way, that all Mixtures are not to be looked on as pub- 


lick Frauds, for it ſeems the mixing of French Brandy with 
Engliſh Spirits is not only no publick Fraud, but a Mix 
8 ht to be encouraged, uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary in 1 z yet with 

lick, I cannot conceive how the mixing _—_ 
with Portugal Wine, can be conſidered as a greater 


Ire 


than the mixing of 5 — ih 


ying 


* 
Duties under the e more eſpecially ſince 


the Uniting the Laws of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe is well 
known to be, eren. which is moſt grievous 
and moſt burthenſome to the 

In the Courſe of this Debate, Dunkirk having been men- 


vc W. Wyadtams ton d as a Port, Sir William Wyndham ſaid, That he 


— ates 
4 mention'd as a 
Port. 


Sir R. Walpole. 


| tion of every Eoglikmas : 11. 


was ſurpriz'd to hear it ſo much as mentioned as a Port: 
That it was againſt the Honour of the 
knowledge it as ſuch, or to admit that it ſhould ever be 
made Uſe of as ſuch : That it was not now the proper Subjet 
of their Conſideration, but he hop'd that the Houſe would 
at ſome other time take an to reſolve itſelf mto 
a Committee to conſider of an Affur of ſo great 
To this Sir Robert Walpole That he hop'd 
Gentlemen would not be diverted from what was then the 
proper Subject of their Conſideration : That Dunkirk's being 
mentioned as a Port, muſt neceſſarily raiſe the juſt Indigns- 
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guilty of them, or who expect a Beneft by fuch in Time 
to come. This, Sir, I am fully ſenſible of, and from this 
have ſprung all thoſe Clamours, Which huve been raiſed 


without Doors, againſt what I am now to p:opoſe to you. 


The Smngglers, the fraudulent Dealers, and thoſe who have 
for many Years been enriching themſelves by cheating their 


Country, foreſaw, that if the Scheme | am now to pro 


took Effect, their profitable Trade would be at an End; this 
gave them the Alarm, and from them I am perſuaded it is, 
that all thoſe Clamours have originally proceeded. 

In this 'tis certain, that they have been moit ſtrenuouſſy 
aſſiſted and ſupported by another Set of People, who, from 
Motives much worſe, and of much more dangerous Conſe- 
quence to their Country, are fond of improving every 
portunity that offers, for ſlirring up the People of Great 

itain to Mutiny and Sedition. But, Sir, notwithſtandj 
all the Clamours that ſuch wicked and deceitful Men have 
been able to raiſe, as the Scheme I have to propoſe will be 
a great Improvement to the publick Revenue, an Improve- 
ment of 2 or 300,000 I. per Annum and perhaps more, and as 


| It will likewiſe be of great Advantage to the fair Trader, [ 


thought it my Duty, not only as being in the Station I am 


in, but alſo as being a Member of this Houſe, to lay it be- 


fore you; for no ſuch Clamours ſhall ever deter me from 
doing what I think is my Duty, or from propoſing any 
Thing that I am convinced will be of ſuch ſignal Benefit 


to the Revenue, and to the 'Trade of my Country. 


It has been moit indultriouily ſpread abroad, that the 


Scheme I am now to propoſe, was a Scheme for a General 
_ Exciſe ; but I do aver that no ſuch Scheme ever enter'd into 


my Head, nor, for what I krow, into the Head of any Man 
I am acquainted with : My 'Yhoughts were always confined 
ſolely to thoſe two Branches of the Revenue, ariſing from the 
Duties on Wine and Tobacco ; and it was the frequent and 

Advices I had of the notorious Frauds committed 
in thoſe two Branches of the Revenue, and the Clamours even 
of ſome of the Merchants themſelves, that made me tum 
my Thoughts particularly towards confidering thoſe two 


Branches, in order to find out, if poſſible, ſome Remedy for 


the growing Evil ; what I am now going to propoſe 
I believe, if agreed to, be an effectual Remedy; but if I now 
fail in what I am to propoſe, it will be the laſt Attempt of 
this Kind that I ſhall ever make ; I believe it will be the 
laſt that will ever be made, either by me, or by any that 
ſhall ſucceed me in the Station I am now in. f 
At preſent, I ſhall lay before you only the Caſe as it 
now ſtands with reſpect to the Tobacco-Trade, and the Re. 
venue ariſing therefrom ; and here it will be n bt 
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to conſider the Condition of our Planters of Tobacco in 1195. Ceo. I. 
america; if we can believe them, if we can give any Credit 


to what they themſelves ſay, we muſt conclude that they are 
reduced almoſt to the Tait Extremity ; they are reduced even 


been committed in that I'rade, by the heavy Duties which 
the [Importers of Tobacco are obliged to pay upon Importa- 
tion, and by the ill Uſ:ge they have met with from their 
Factors and Correſpondencs here in England, who, from being 
their Servants, are now become their Lords and Matters. 
Theſe poor People have ſent home many Repreſentitions 
of the bad State of their Aﬀairs, and have lately ſent over 
a Gentleman with a Remonltrance, ſetting forth their Grie- 
vances, and praying for ſome ſpeedy Relief: This they may 
obtain by Means of the Scheme I intend now to propoſe, 
and I believe it is from this Scheme only that they can ex- 
pet any Relief. 

The next Thing we are to conſider, is the State of the 
Tobacco-Trade, with regard to the fair Trader; the Man 
who deals honourably and fairly with the Publick, as well 
as with private Men; the Man who honeſtly pays all thoſe 
Duties which the Publick is juſtly intitled to, finds himſelf 
prevented and foreſtalled, almoſt in every Market within the 
Iſland, by the Smuggler and the fraudulent Dealer; And 
even as to our foreign Trade in Tobacco, thoie who have 
no Regard to Honour, ta Religion, or to the Welfare of 
their Country, but are every Day contriving Ways and 
Means for cheating the Publick by Perjuries and falſe Entries, 
are the greateſt Gainers ; and it will always be fo, unleſs we 
can fall upon ſome Way of putting it out of their Power to 
carry on any ſuch Frauds for the future. | 

And laſtly, we ought to conſider the great Loſs ſuſtained 
by the Publick, by Means of the Frauds committed in the 
Tobacco-'i'rade, and the Addition that muſt certainly be 
made to the publick Revenue, if thoſe Frauds can be pre- 
vented in Time to come: By this Addition we may be 
enabled to relieve the Nation from ſome of thoſe Taxes, 
which it has laboured under ſo many Years ; whereas, as 
the Caſe now ſtands, the innocent and the honeit Part of the 


Nation are charged with Taxes, which they would be free 


from, if the fraudulent Dealers and the Smugglers could be 
any Way obliged to pay that, which is juſtly due by them to 
the Publick. This will, I am convinced, be the Effect of 
the Scheme I am to propoſe to you, and whoever therefore 
views it in its proper Light, muſt ſee the Planters, the fair 
Traders, and the Publick, ranged on one Side in Favour of 
it; and none but the unfair Traders and the 'Tobacco-Fafors 
on the other. | | 

« 1 ſhall 
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© I ſhall beg Leave to mention to you ſome of thoſe Fraud 
which have come to my Knowledge. The Evidence I have 
had of them is to me very convincing : But in ſuch Caſs, 
Gentlemen ought always to conſider what Evidence it is im. 
to bring, what Evidence it is by the Nature of the 
— >. Apa 


icolar Inſtance of this Fraud I came lately to 
the of by meer Accident : One Mi who 
had been a conſiderable Tobacco-Merchant in the City 
fail, a Time when he ow'd a 
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„ | 
unloaded at the Cuſtom-houſe : That of ſtripping the Stalks, anno 6. ceo. m. 
and afterwards ſplitting and preſſing them by an Engine con- I: | 
trived for that Purpole, and then exporting them: That of 
giving Bonds for the Duty payable upon Importation, where- 
by the Government had lott ſeveral iarge Sums by the Failure 


of Payment of ſuch Bonds: That of the rich money'd Men 


making prompt Payments, by which the Publick was obliged 
to allow them Len per Cent. Diſcount as to the Duties, and 
by entering the Tobacco ſoon after for Exportation, theß 
drew back the whole Duties; ſo that the Government 

ly loſt Ten per Cent. upon all the 'Vobacco that had been 
ſo enter d. Ihen he went on as follows: 


Sir, Theſe Frauds are notorious, moſt of them are known 
to the whole World ; and as the Laws of the Cuſtoms have 
been found ineffectual for the preventing of ſuch Frauds, 
therefore it is propoſed to add the Laws of Exciſe to the Laws 
of the Cuſtoms, and by Means of both it is probable, I may 
ſay certain, that all ſuch Frauds will be prevented in Time 
to come. 

By the ſeveral Subſidies and Impoſts now payable upon 


Tobacco, by ſeveral Acts of Parliament made for that Purpoſe 


Here he gave an Account of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament 
for laying Duties on Tobacco] it appears, that the Duties 

now payable upon 'Tobacco on Importation amount to6 xd. 
fer Pound Weight, all which mult be paid down in ready 
Money, by the Merchant, upon Importation thereof, with 
the Allowance of Ten per Cent. upon prompt Payment; 
or otherwiſe there muſt be Bonds given with ſufficient Sureties 
for Payment of the Money, which is often a great Loſs to 
the Publick, and is always a great Inconvenience to the Mer- 


chant Importer ; whereas, by what I am to propoſe, the 


whole Duties to be paid for the future will amount to no 
more than 4 4 d. per Poung Weight, and this Duty not to 
be paid till the Tobacco comes to be fold for Home-Con- 
ſumption ; ſo that if the Merchant exports his Tobacco, he 
will be quite free from all Payment of Duty, or giving Bond 
therefore, or finding out proper Sureties for joining in ſuch 
Bond; he will have nothing to do but to re-load his Tobacco 
on board a Ship for Exportation, without being at the 
Trouble to attend for having his Bonds cancell'd, or for 
taking out Debentures for the Drawbacks ; all which, I con- 
ceive, muſt be a great Eaſe to the fair Trader; and to every 
ſuch Trader the preventing of Frauds muſt be a great Ad- 
vantage, becauſe it will put all the Tobacco-Traders in Bri- 
tain upon the fame Footing, which is but juſt and equal, and 
what ought certainly to be accompliſhed, if it be poſlible. 
* Now, in order to make this Eaſe effeRual to the fair 
Vou. IL Ss Trader 
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much as poſſible any Frauds in Time to come, | propoſe, as 
I have ſaid, to join the Laws of Exciſe to thote cf the 
Cuſtoms, and to leave the one Penny, or rather three Far- 
things per Pound, call'd the farther Subſidy, to be till 
charged at the Cuſtom- Houſe upon the Importatier. of any 
Tobacco, which three Farthings ſhall be payable to lis Ma- 
jeity's Civil Lut as heretofore : And I propole that all I obacco 
for the future, after being weighed at the Cuitom-t iouſe. aud 

with the ſaid three Farthings per Pound, {hall be 


Jodg'd in a Warehouſe or Warehoutes, to be appointed 


by the Commiſſioners of the Exciſe for that Furpoſe, of 
which Warehouſe the Merchant Importer thall have one 
Lock and Key, and the Warehouſe-keeper to be appointed 
by the faid Commiſſioners ſhall have another ; in order that 
the Tobacco may lie fafe in that Warehouſe till the Mer- 


chant finds a Market for it, either for Exportation or for 
Home-Conſumption : Thus if his Market be tor Exportation, 


he may apply to his Warehouſe-keeper, and take out as much 
for that Purpoſe as he has Occaſion for, which, when weigh- 
ed at the Cuſtom-Houſe, ſhall be diſcharg'd of the three 
Farthings per Pound with which it was charged upon Impor- 
tation, io that the Merchant may then export it without 
any farther Trouble : But if his Market be for Home- 
Conſumption, that he ſhall then pay the thrce Farthings 


charged upon it at the Cuſtom-Houſe upon Importation, and 


that then upon calling his Warehouſe-keeper, he may deliver 


it to the Buyer, on paying an Inland-Duty of 4 d. per Pound 


Weight, to the proper Officer appointed to receive the fame. 
© And whereas all the Penalties and Forfeitures to become 

due, by the Laws now in Being, for regulating the collecting 

of the Duties on Tobacco, or at leaſt all that Part of them 


which is not given to the Informers, now belong to the 


Crown ; I propoſe that all ſuch Penalties and Forfeitures, 
ſo far as they formerly belonged to the Crown, hall for 
the future belong to the Publick, and be applicable to the 
fame Uſes to which the faid Duties ſhall be made applicable 
by Parliament ; and for that Purpoſe I have his Majeſty's Com- 
mands to acquaint this Houſe that he, out of his great Re- 
gard for the publick Good, with Pleaſure conſents that they 
ſhall be ſo apply'd, which is a Condeſcenſion in his Majelly, 
that I hope every Gentleman in this Houſe is fully ſenſible 
of, and will freely acknowledge. 

I know there has been an Objection made, I expect ta 
hear it again made in this Houſe, againſt what I now pro- 
poſe : The Objection is this, That a great many of his Ma- 
* jeſty's Subjects will be liable to be tried in a Mult- 
* tude of Caſes by the Commiſſioners of Excile, — 
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t there 15 no Appeal, but to Commiſſioners of Appeal, or to rear. u. 
dees of Peace in tue Country, all named by the King and 8 N 

removenble at Pleaſurc, Cn the 1 — 
eu pect to niect with Juſtice or Redreſs.“ I am far from think- 
1g there i» ary Ground for this Complaint, I am far from 
unking that any Man ever had a juſt Reaſon to ſay that he 
was wronged, or unjuſtly dealt with, either by the Commiſ- 
| Soners of Appeal, or by the Jutiices of the Peace at their 
Quarter-Seilons ; but in order to obviate any Objection of 
1 1 propoſe that all Appeals. in this Cafe, aa 
well as in all other Caſes relating to the Exciſe, ſhall for 
tie future be heard and determin'd by two or three of 
the Judges to be named by his Majelty, out of the twelve 
Judges belonging to Weſtminſter-Hall; and that in the 
| Country, all Appeals, from the firit Sentence of his Ma- 
| jetly's Juſtices of the Peace, all be to the Judge of Aflize 
upon the next Circuit which ſhall come into that Country, 
wio ſhall in all Cafes procced to hear and determine ſuch 
App-2ls in the moit ſummary Way, without the Formality 
et Proceedings in Courts of Law or Equity. From ſuch 
judges, and from ſuch a Manner of Proce:ding, every Man 
mutt expect to meet with the utmoſt Drſpatch, and with the 
mott impartial Juſtice ; and therefore I muſt think, that what 
I now propoſe can be no Inconvenience to thoſe, who may 
thereby be ſubjected to the Laws of Exciſe 3 but that if 
| there was formerly any Ground of Complaint, it may be a 
great Relief to thoſe who are already ſubjected to ſuch Laws. 
| This is the Scheme which has been repreſented in ſuch 
a dreadful and terrible Light: This is the Monſter, that 
many-headed Monſter, which was to devour the People, and 
to commit ſuch Ravages over the whole Nation. How juſt- 

ly it has been repreſented in ſuch a Light, I ſhall leave to 
this Committee, and to the whole World without Doors to 
judge. I have ſaid, I will ay it again, that whatever Ap- 

prenenſions and Terrors People may have been brought un- 
der, from a falſe and malicious Repreſentation of what they 
neither did nor could poſſibly know or underſtand, I am 
firmly perſuaded, when they do come to know and fally tc: 
| underitand the Scheme which I have row had the Honour to 


open to you, they will view it in another Light ; and that 
ite. it has the good Fortune to be approved of by Parliament. 
| _, and comes to take Effect, the People will ſoon feel the hap- 
Iz Conſequences thereof; and when they feel thoſe good 

Effects, they will no longer think thoſe People their Friends, 

who have fo groſly impoſed on their Underitaadings. 
I look upon it as a moſt innocent Scheme; I am con- 
vinced it can be hurtful to none but Smugglers and unfair 
Traders; | am certain it will be of great Beacfit and Ad 
=——— SI2 vantage 
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Anne 6. Geo. 11, vantage to the publick Revenue; and if I had thought . 
un. _ therwiſe of it, 1 never would have veutured to have 4 
ed it in this Place; therefore I ſhall now beg Leave to move 
that it may be reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that the Subſidy and additional Duty upon Tobacco 
of the Britiſh Plantations, granted by an AR of the 12th 
of King Charles II. and the Impoſt thereon, granted by an 
Act of the firſt of King James IT. and allo the one third 
Subſidy thereon, granted by an Act of the 2d of Queen 
Anne, amounting in tie whole to 5 d. per Pound, for ſeveral 
Terms of Years in the ſaid reſpective Acts mention'd, and 
which have ſince been continued and made perpetual, ſub- 
je& to Redemption by Parliament, ſhall from and after the 
24th Day of June 1733, ceaſe and determine.” 
Sir Robert Walpole having thus opened and explained the 
Nature of the Exciſe-Scheme, Mr Perry anſwered him as 
follows : | e 
| Sir, | | 
Mr Perry. »The honourable Gentleman on the Floor has taken up 
a great deal of the Lime of the Committee, in ſtating a 
great Number and Variety of Facts, and in drawing Con- 
cluſions and making Calculations, upon the Suppoſition that 
every one of thoſe Facts was exactly as he has been pleaſed 
to repreſent them to us. This I cannot. entirely agree with 
the Gentleman in, for if all thoſe Facts were exactly as he 
has repreſented them, and if all the Computations he has made 
upon that Suppoſition were juſt, that Quantity of Tobacco, 
the Duties of which the Publick is thereby ſuppoſed to be 
entirely defrauded of, would amount to a much greater 
Quantity of Tobacco yearly, than grows in the whole Coun- 
try from which we fetch that Commodity. I did not expect 
to have heard ſo long a Detail of Facts. or ſo many part- 
cular Computations : I do not think it at all neceſſary upon 
the preſent Occaſion ; I expected that the Gentleman would 
have taken a much more general and a more juſt Method: I 
thought he would have ſtated to us the Quantity of Tobac- 
co yearly imported, the Quantity yearly exported, and would 
have given us the beſt Proofs that could be found for juſti- 
fring his Computations in that Reſpect, becauſe from thence | 
every Man might have eaſily ſeen what Quantity remained | 
for Home Conſumption, and what Sum of Money this would 
have yearly brought in, if the Duties had been all regularly 


paid ; and upon comparing that with what thoſe Duties 
have really amounted to for ſome Years paſt, we might have | | 
been able to have made ſome Gueſs at the Value of tie 

Frauds that have been committed, and at the Advantage 
that may accrue to the Publick, ſuppoſing that all Frauds had 


been prevented for the Time to come. 
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This is the proper Way, the only Way of 
any Sort of certain Knowledge in the Affair before us, but I 
am afraid if we ſhould con 1 in this Way, we ſhould 
find that the Scheme now propoſed to us would be of no 
ſuch mighty Advantage to the publick Revenue as has been 
repreſented, even ſuppoſing that ban Frauds were for the fu- 
ture to be thereby entirely prevented: And conſidering that 

no Method of ColleQion,” no Pains or Penalties, that can be 


contrived, can be ſuppoſed effectual for preventing every 


Fraud that may hereafter be invented and ſet on Foot; we 
ſhould find no great Temptation for agreeing to any Scheme, 
by which the Liberties of our Country may be brought into 

the leaſt Danger, for the ſake of any Adv that we 
could ſuppoſe would thence accrue to the publick Revenue. 
'That there are Frauds committed in the 'Tobacco-Trade, I 
ſhall never pretend to deny, I make no manner of Doubt but 
that there are too many Frauds committed in that Trade, 
as well as in every other Branch of the publick Revenue: 
But upon a fair State ot the Caſe, I am ſure they cannot 
amount ro near that Value, which the honourable Gentleman 
has been pleaſed to mention ; and therefore I beg Leave to 
examine a little thoſe particular Frauds and — 
which have been mention d by him.” 


at Ano 6. Geo. N. 
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Here Mr Perry went thro' and examin'd all the Frauds SY 


that had been mention'd, and all the Compi that had 


| been made, more particularly as to the Bonds, then went on. 


Sir, It has been pretended, that the Publick has ſuſ- 


tained, and are ſtill in Danger of ſuſtaining great Loſſes by 


the Method of granting Bonds for the Duties payable upon 


Telus: Thi | hed Cofeer honed dinted ot by the hanas- 
rable Gentleman, and therefore I have lately had a Meeting 


with ſeveral of the Merchants in London trading in Tobac- 


co: We have examined that Affair, and I can now tell that 


Gentleman, that I have it in Commiſſion from them to pro- 
poſe, that if the Government will give us a Diſcount but 
of 20,0001. we will give undeniable Security for the Pay- 
ment of all the Bonds they are now poſſeſſed of, which are 


not become deſperate by the Bondſmen being already gone 


off, or become Bankrupts. 

* As to that Fraud call'd Socking, it has been already diſ- 
cover'd, and is, I hope, prevented. But it is well known, 
that the Merchants diſcover d it firſt, the Merchants went 
and complain'd of it to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſ- 
toms, and the Merchants join'd and aſſiſted the Officers of the 

in putting an effectual Stop thereto. This I mult 
know, becauſe I had the Honour to go at the Head of 


ſeveral Merchants raging in Tobacco, to the 22 — 
o 
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Anno 6. Geo. Il. of the Cuſtoms, to requeſt of them tliut we might be at: 
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which Ven muſt neceſſarily ſubmit to, or give up their 


low'd to give a Gratuity to one of their Officers, vo had 
been mott infirumental in the detecting ond preventing gf 
that Fraud, and accordingly I myſelf pd tat « 2 
very handſome Sum of Money. which ve all Liuunht iis 
Diligence and Integrity very well deferv'd. 5 

* As to the Frauds committed at the Weigbhing of the 
Tobacco either on Importation or xportation, | am afraid 
they are too frequent: But as the't'chacco is always weigled 
upon the publick Cultom- Howe Ces, where Cuitom-Hoafe 


Officers ſwarm like Bees before a ilive ; and as there mutt 


be two or three Officers of the Cuſtoms attending and over- 
looking the Weighing of every Cask of Tobacco, we cannot 
ſuppoſe that thete Fra ds were ever ſo enormous as they are 
repreſented to be: Vhatever Frauds are committed in that 
Way, mult be either by Neglect or Colluſion of the Officers, 
and I cannot ſce how the Scheme nov propoſed to us will 


make the Officers, either of the Cuſtoms or the Exciſc, more 


diligent in their Duty, or more iaithful in their Truſt, than 
they were heretofore. As to the Re-landing of Tobacco 
after it has been enter'd for Exportation, it was never pre- 
tended that this was practiſed at the Port of London, nor 
can it be pretended that any great Quantities of ſuch To- 
bacco were ever conſum'd in London: This is a Practice 


that may perhaps have been frequent in the Northern Parts 


of the Iſland, and in ſome diſtant Creeks and Corners of 
the Coaſt; and while there is ſuch a vaſt Diſproportion be- 
tween the prime Coſt and the Duties on Tobacco, I may 
prophecy, that in ſuch remote Places this will always be a 


Practice: It could not be prevented by ten Times the Num- 


ber of Officers we have, even tho' we had a much more 
numerous Army to ſupport them than we have at preſent : 
And as for the ſtripping, cutting, and preſſing the Stalks, 
and the Engine that has been invented for that Purpoſe, if 
the honourable Gentleman mention'd it as a Fraud, or as a 
late Diſcovery, he miſtakes it verv much ; on the contrary, 
it is no Fraud, nor is it a late Diſcovery ; it is a Buſineſs 
that has been openly, honeſtly, and publickly carry'd on for 
many Years ; it is a Buſineſs that has improv'd our Tobacco- 


Trade, and is as common and as well known as the Bulinefs' 


of a Woollen or a Linnen- Draper. 
Permit me now to take ſome Notice of the Tobacco- 


Planters, and of the Hardſhips they are laid under by their 


Tobacco- Factors, who are, it ſeems, now become their Lords 
and Maſters. I am ſure none of them ever thought of com- 


plaining, till they were put upon it by Letters and Appli- 
cations from hence. There are Hardſkips in all Trades, 
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Buſineſs 3 but every Man, tent underſtands the Tobacco- Anno 6. Neo. U. 


Trade, mull foe tha the Hardſhips the Factors labour under, 
ire by much rhe moſt numerous and the moſt grievous ; and 
t tius Scheme iliould take Effect, they will become fo grie- 
rous, that no Man would be able to continue in the Trade; 
by this the Planters would be utterly undone, and the 


rade quite loſt to this Nation; for it will be impoſſible for 


tem to manage their Plantations, or to ſend their Produce 
o Britain, without having ſome conſiderable Merchants ſet- 
led here, to fend Ships to receive the ſame in America, to 
receive and diſpoſe of it 2iter it is landed here, and to ſupply 
them with ready Money till their Tobacco can be brought 
to a proper Market. As to the Remonſtrance, mention'd by 
the honourable Gentleman to have been lately ſent over by 
tie Tobaceo- Planters, I know it was obtam'd by Letters ſent 
from kence, and | believe many of thoſe who join'd in it, 
don heartily repent oft what they have done; it was drawn 
up in Form of a Petition to this Houſe, and was deſigned 
to have been preſented, but it ſeems the Promoters of it 
have thought better of the Niatter : However, that it was 
obtain d in the unfair Manner I have repreſented, I am now 
ready to prove to the Conviction of the whole World. 

* This then being the Caſe, as the Scheme now propoſed 
to us cannot be ſuppoſed to be of any great Benefit to the 
rublick Revenue, as it will be fo far from being an Ad- 
vantage to the fair Trader, or to the honeit Planter, that it 
may probably ruin both, and entirely deſtroy our Tobacco- 
Trade; tho I, and all honeit Men, and I defy that ho- 
nourable Gentleman, I defy the whole World to reproach 
me with one unfair Practice in the whole Courſe of my Life, 
I fav, tho' I and all honeſt Men wiſu from our Hearts that 
Frauds may be prevented in this, as well as in every other 
Branch of the publick Revenue, yet I cannot give my As- 
ſent to a Propoſition that may be of io dangerous Conſe- 
quence ; a Propoſition which I look upon to be inconſiſtent 
with our Conſtitution ; I am convinced it would prove a 
molt fatal Stroke to the Liberties of my Country, which 
will, I doubt not, be made plainly appear by other Gentle- 
men of much greater Abilities than mine: And to eve 

Man who has a Regard for his Country, or for the People 


he repreſents, this laſt muſt be a ſufficient Reaſon for — 


againſt it, even tho' it were otherwiſe the moſt 
Scheme that had ever been propoſed. 

* But ſince I look upon my being a Member of this 
Houſe, as the greateſt Glory of my Life, ſince I look upon 
that Day on which I was choſe one of the Repreſentatives 
of the City of London, as the moſt auſpicious Day of my 
whole Life, I cannot tamely fit ftill and hear the whois 

Body 
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Si, P. Mothuen. 


there find, that there has been already more Power velled | 
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Body of the Merchants of that great City repreſented by 


that honourable Gentleman as a Pack of Rogues, Smug. 
glers, and unfair Traders. It is a Treatment they no 
deſerve, it is a very odd, a very unkind Sort of T reatment, 


and ſuch a Treatment as I am ſure they never will forget, 


and I believe never will forgive.” 
Sir Paul Methuen ſpoke next. 
Sir, 

When I firſt heard of this Scheme, I was in the Coun- 
try, and there I muſt ſay that it had been repreſented in 
ſuch a Light, as created a general Diſlike to it, and raiſed 
great Apprehenſions in the Minds of moſt People. It was 


repreſented as a Scheme for introducing a General Excite; 


ſuch a Scheme J own I would not allow myſelf to think 
was contrived or approved of by any Gentleman in the Ad- 
miniſtration ; I did imagine, that all thoſe in the Admi- 
mitration were very well convinced, that a General Exciſe 
was what the People of England would never quietly ſubmit 


to, and therefore did not believe that any of them would 


ever countenance a Scheme which had the leaſt Tendency 
that Way. But now, after having heard it open'd, and 
fully explain'd, by the honourable Gentleman on the Floor, 
I cannot but think that it is a wide Step towards eftabliſh- 
ing a General Exciſe, and therefore I muſt be excuſed af 
ſenting to it. 

How far it relates to Trade, with which it certainly 
has a very cloſe Connection, I ſhall leave to be explain'd by 
others more converſant in thoſe Affairs; nor will I take 
upon me to ſay how far it may be a Remedy for the Frauds 
mention'd by the honourable Gentleman ; but there 
another Concern which I thall always, while I have the 
Honour to fit in this Houſe, have a particular Eye to, and 
that is, the Liberty of my Country. The Danger with 


which this Scheme ſeems to threaten the Liberty of many 


of my Fellou-Subjects, is alone of ſufficient Force to make 
me give my Negative to the Queſtion. Let Gentlemen but 
reflect, let them but caſt their Eyes back on the ſever 
Laws that have been made ſince the Revolution, they wil 


in the Crown, than may be thought altogether conſiſtent 
with the Conſtitution of a free Country; and therefore, [ 
hope this Houſe will never think of adding to that Power, 
which there may be ſome Ground to ſuſpect is already too 
far extended. 


The Laws of Exciſe have always been look d upon B 


molt grievous to the Subject: All thoſe already ſubjected 0 
ſuch Laws, are, in my Opinion, ſo far depriv'd of ther 
Liberty ; and ſince by this Scheme, a great many more 
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who have now ſo 
will not think of thruſting it 
| they ſee that the Generalit 
an Opinion of it quite different from 

a Reſolution, ſuch an Attempt mi 
which I tremble to think of : this is 
Weight with me ; I 
Honour to know his Majeſty, his Royal Perſon 1 
merly had the Honour to approach, and I know hi 
ince of fo much Goodneſs, that were this 
in this Light to him, he never would 
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Then Sir Philip Yorke * fpoke as follows: 
* After the honourable Gentleman near me had open'd to 


the Committee, in a Manner fo full and fo clear, a Scheme 


ſo a Treat- 


which had met with ſo unfair and 

before thoſe who treated it ſo could know any Thing 
it, I little expected that the honourable Gentleman 
ſpoke laſt, or any Gentleman in this Committee, could 
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the Debate is now put upon a Footing very 
hat it ought to be: What can the Afar 
| r 
be nothing ſuppoſed to be in the Prope- 
honourable Friend, that can in the leaſt 
towards incroaching on our Conſtitution, or towards 
of the Subject. The only Conſideration 

us is, Whether we ſhall allow thoſe gioh 
committed in the Tobaces- 
Il carry'd on with Impunity, or accept of 2 
ich, by effectually preventing theſe Frauds for 
conſiderably improve the publick Revenue, 
Advantage to the fair Trader, and of fings 
to the whole Nation ? 
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« This is the plain Queſtion now before us, and if it be ag. n. 


conſider d in its proper Light, without con ing it with 
other Matters with which it has no Manner of Relation, I 
am ſure it cannot admit of any Debate. The honourable 
Gentleman, in opening this Affair to us, made it ſo maniſeſt 
that there have been great Frauds committed in that Branch 
of Trade ; and that the preventing of thoſe Frauds would 
be a great Improvement to the publick Revenue, that what 
he advanced on that Head has not been oppoſed or contra- 
difted : And this Houſe has been upon all Occafions fo 
careful of the publick _— and has been $ 
ready to to any Meaſures for preventing Abuſes in 
ata bf Grin that I cannot help thinking that 
Diſlike, which appears againſt the Remedy now 
muſt proceed from ſome other Motives than 
to 
and 


Il: | 
It is in, that by the Frauds hat 2 
committed in this Branch of the Revenue, not only the 


private Conſumer is moit groſly impoſed on, 
the ſame Price as if the Duties had actually 


| 


his Comfort, that 
of that high Price goes towards the publick 
Country ; but in all fraudulent TRE 
high Price he e in 
zer the fraudulent Dealer. This then 
aſe, I ſhould think that the Gentlemen, who 
Scheme, ough 
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ſtood up again and ſpoke as follows : 
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from the ral, Rule eſtabliſhed 
by the Great Charter, and therefore they altered the Method 
of Trial ; Why ſhould not the Legiſlature now do the ſame? 


Is not their Power the ſame ? And if they ſee good Reaſon 


for it in the preſent Caſe ought not they to do it? What. 
ever is done by the Wiſdom of Parliament becomes a Part 
of our Conſtitution ; and whatever new Method of Trial is 
introduced, becomes from thenceforth as much a 

Part of our Conſtitution as ever the old one was. 
© Now, if ever there was a Reaſon in any Caſe for al- 


tering the ancient Method of Trial by Jury, I am fure there 


is a very ſtrong Reaſon for altering it with regard to Triak 


concerning the Revenue : Every Gentleman, who has been | 


the leaſt converſant in the Courts of Weſtminſter- Hall, well 
s the Partiality of Juries in Favour of thoſe, who are 
ſued by the Crown for any Frauds in the ick Revenue; 
could give many Inſtances of it, but I ſhall 
[ farm d the Houſe of the Caſe.) 
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Being, all or moſt of thoſe Frauds may be effectually prevent- 
ed; and I am ſure, if they can be prevented by the Laws in 
Being, the preventing of them by that Method will contribute 
much more to the Increaſe of the publick Revenue, and to 
the Encouragement of the fair Trader, than the preventing 


of them by Means of the dangerous Scheme now propoſed to 


us. I now leave it to the whole World to judge, who are 
they that have ſecret Motives which they are not willing to 
own ; which they dare not own ; Whether it be thoſe who 
are the Propoſers and Promoters of this Scheme, or thoſe who 
are the Oppoſers of it ? 

* The learned Gentleman ſeemed to be ſurpriſed how our 
Conſtitution, or the Liberties of our Country came to be 
brought in to the preſent Debate: He ſaid, He thought they 
had no Manner of Concern in the preſent Queſtion. I am 
ſorry to differ from a Gentleman who, by his Profeſſion, 
ought, who certainly does underſtand the Nature of our Con- 
ſtitution, as well as any Man in England; but I am of Opi 
nion, that the Conſtitution of our Government, and the Li 
berty of the Subject, was never more nearly or more immedi- 


_ ately concerned in any Queſtion, than they are in the preſent; 


they are both ſo deeply concerned, that their Preſervation or 
their total Overthrow depends entirely upon the Sueceſs of 
the Scheme now under Conſideration : If the Scheme ſuc- 
ceeds, they muſt tumble of courſe ; if the Scheme is defeat- 
ed, they may be preſerved : I hope they will be 


preſerved 
till Time ſhall be no more. But I muſt fay, that the learned 


Gentleman, and every Gentleman who appears as an Ad- 
vocate for the Scheme now propoſed to us, is much in the 
Right to keep, if they can, the Conſtitution and the Liber- 
ties of their Country out of the Debate ; it is from thence 
that the principal Arguments are to be formed againſt their 
Scheme; it is from thence that ſuch Arguments may be form d 


' againſt it, as muſt appear unanſwerable to every Man who 


has a Regard for either. | 
The Gentleman tells us, That there are but 1 20, or 
* 150 Exciſe-Officers, beſides Warehouſe-Keepers, to be ad- 
* ded by the Scheme now before us; and this additional 
Number they ſeem to make a Ridicule of; but conſidering 
the Swarms of Tax-Gatherers we have already eſtabliſh'd, 


' this ſmall Number, as they call it, is no trivial Matter; 
and I would be glad to know from thoſe Gentlemen, what 


they call Warehouſe-Keepers, and what Number of them 


may be neceſſary ? I hope they will allow, that a Warehouſe- 


Keeper appointed by the Treaſury, and paid by the Treaſury, 
is an Officer of the Revenue, as much as any other Officer 
whatſoever ; and if the Number that there muſt be of theſe 
be added to the other, I believe we may find that the Num- 

Vo I. II. 3 ber 
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Arno 6. Geo. n. ber of Revenue-Officers to be added by this Scheme muſt be 
— very conſiderable. 


* As ſor tne new Method of Appeal propoſed, J can ſee 
no Advantage that it will be of to any unfortunate Man that 
may have Occafion for it: In all Cafes, the Charge and 

Troubie of attending malt be very great, and the Event very 

ious ; but in moſt Caſes, where poor Retailers may 

— Occaſion to be concerned, the Charge and Trouble of 
Attendance muſt be greater than the Subject can bear, io 
that all ſuch People muſt ſuccumb; they muit ſubmit to the 
Determination of the Commiſſioners of the Excite, and can 
expect no other Redreis, but what they meet with from the 
Mercy of thoſe Commithoners. 'The Judges of Welitminkter. 
. Hall are, tis true, for Lite, but they are all named by the 
Crown; I ſhall fay nothing ct the preſent Judges, who fo 
worthily fill the ſeveral Benches of Weſtminſter-Hall; but if 
they ſhould die, and if the Crown ſhould be reſolved to uſe 
that Power, which the Parliament had put into their Hands, 
in order to oppreſs the Subject, they will always find Jud- 
755 fit for their Purpoſe : Judges are but Men, they are 
ubje&t to the ſame Frailties that other Men are, and 

the Crown has always Plenty of Baits wherewithal to 
tempt them. A Judge may be made a Lord Chief Jullice, 
a Lord Chief Juſtice may be made a Lord Chancellor, and 
every one may have a Son, a Brother, or a Couiin to be 
provided for; and the Crown has many other Ways, by which 
they may win over a Judge to adminiſter Juitice according 
to the Directions he ſhall receive from Court; more eſpeci- 
ally when he is to adminiſter Jultice in a ſummary Way, 
and without the uſual Forms of Proceeding in Courts of Law 
and Equity. For by this new Method of Appeal, which has 
been ſo much bragg'd of, Care has been taken chat the Sub- 
ject ſhall not be reſtored to his ancient Birth-Right, that s, 
to a Trial by Jury: No, this I find is moſt carefully avoided, 
and yet I think it muſt be allow'd, that it is the inherent 


Right of every Englithman to be tried by his Peers; I am 


not ſo much acquainted with Law, as to give an Account of 
the ſeveral Cafes in which this Method of Trial has been 
ſet aſide, or the Reaſons for ſo doing; but I will venture to 
ſay, that wherever that Method has been ſet afide, whe 
ther the ſame was done by the Wiſdom of the Nation or 
otherwiſe, ſuch an Alteration was an Innovation, and was 3 
dangerous Encroachment upon the original Charter of our 
Conſtitution. | 

As to the pretended Partiality of Juries, ſo much com- 
plained of by the learned Gentleman, it is of no Weight 
with me; I cannot ſee how that honourable Gentleman, or 


may 


any Gentleman, can pretend to know what Reaſons a Jury | 
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may have for giving their Verdict: No Gentleman has a Right Anno 8. Geo. 1, 


to be believ'd upon his ſingle Say-fo, againſt a Verdict given 
by twelve honeſt Men upcn Oath. it there have been ſo 
many Verdicts given agaiuſt the Crown, as that learned Gen- 
tleman ſeems to inſinuate, it is to me a ſtrong Proof that 
Proſecutions have been ſet on Foot agaiuſt the Subject, upon 
the Evidence of Witneſſes, whoſe Credibility or Veracity 
have not been very much to be depended on; which is ſo far 
from being an Argument for altering the Methcd of Trial 
by Jury. that it is a very ſtrong Argument for the Continu- 
ance of that Method in all Time to come. But as it is now 
very late, and as I ſhall probably have arother Opportunity 
of giving my Sentiments more faily upon the Affair now be- 
fore us, I ſhall trouble you no farcher at preſent, but only 
to declare, that now, after hearing this Scheme opened to 


it that ever I hcard of, and therefore ſhail give my Negative 
to the Queſtion propos'd.” | 
Then Sir Joſeph Jekyll ſpoke as follows: 


Sir, 


1732 33- 
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us, I diſlike it as much as ever 1 did any Repreſentation of 


Sir J. Jekyll. 


* As the Affair, which is at preſent the Subject of our 


Conſideration, has been much talk'd of, and variouſly repre- 
ſented without Doors ; and as it has been for ſome Months 
the Subject of Converſation among People of all Ranks and 
Qualities, I was fully reſolved to ſuſpend my Judgment in 
relation to it, till I ſhould hear it fully opened and laid be- 
fore this Houſe. There were, indeed, ſuch Clamours raiſed 
without Doors, and it was repreſented in ſo many hideous 


Shapes, that I cannot ſay but I came this Morning to the 


Houſe, if prejudiced, rather againſt, than in Favour of any 
fuch Project; but {till I came, as I always do, altogether 
undetermined, and reſolved to to remain, till I was fully 
inform'd by other Gentlemen, in the Courſe of the Debate, 
of all thoſe Facts which ought to be known, before any 
Determination can be made in an Affair of fo great Impor- 
tance. | 

I had before heard, that by this Scheme the Landed 
Gentlemen were to be caſed of a Part of the Land-Tax; that 
the publick Revenue was to be greatly improved; and that 
our Planters in America, and our fair 'Fraders at home were 
to be greatly encouraged : But all theſe Conſiderations would 
have had no Weight with me, if I had found that ſo many 
of my Fellow-Subje&s were thereby to have been ſubjected 


do the grie vous Laws of Exciſe, without any Alleviation or 


Alteration. I mutt own, that the Severity of the Laws of 
Exciſe has been long jullly complained of, but at the fame 
Time I mutt ſay, that che many Frauds committed in that 
of the publick Revenue now under our Conſideration 


Uu? | are 
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Anno 6. Geo. I. are moſt heavy and grievous, and what I cannot think of 


ſecing the Nation ſuffer any longer under, without applyi 
ſome proper Remedy ; and fince by the Propoſition — 
made to us, there is not only an effectual Remedy provided 


againſt all thoſe Frauds, but likewiſe a Method propoſed, by 


which the Edge of the Laws of Exciſe is to be blunted, and 
that Severity taken quite off, which hitherto afforded juit 
Ground of Complaint, therefore I cannot heſitate one Mo- 
ment as to giving my Aſſent to what is now propoſed. = 
This Conſideration is of the greater Weight with me, 
and mult be fo with every honeſt Man, that by what is now 
poſed, the Laws of Exciſe are to be rectify d, not only 
in the Caſe now before us, but in every other Caſe ; the 
whole Bcdy of thoſe Laws are to be reform'd and rectifyd 
in ſuch a Manner, as to remove the greateſt Objection, with 
me indeed the only Objection that couid ever be made againſt 
the Extenſion of them; and if this Propoſition be now re- 
Jetted, it is not eaſy to know when we ſhall, or if we ſhall 
ever have ſuch an rtunity of reforming thoſe Laws, 
which have been ſo long thought fo grievous. With me 
it hath always been a Principle, to hearken to any reaſonable 
Scheme for ſuppreſſing of thoſe Frauds which are committed 
againſt the Publick ; I look upon the Perſons guilty of ſuch - 
Frauds as the greateſt Criminals, and if they have any Cha 
racter, if they obſerve any Decency in private Life, I take 
it to be only becauſe they have no Opportunity to do other- 
wiſe ; for that Man muſt have a very whimſical Conſcience, 
who cheats the Publick, and yet would ſcruple to cheat a 
private Man if he had the ſame Opportunity. 
Whatever Reſolutions we may come to in this Com- 
mittee, there will probably be a Bill or Bills order'd to be 
brought in purſuant to them; and if in the Courſe of the 
Debate, any real Difficulties be ftarted, if any reaſonable 
Objections be made, without Doubt all proper Care will 
be taken in the framing ſuch Bill or Bills, to obviate all 
thoſe Difficulties and Objections: This I make no Manner 
of Doubt of, and therefore I can find no Difficulty in giving 


my Aſſent to the Queſtion propoſed.” 


After Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Mr Heathcote ſtood up and ſaid: 

Other Gentlemen have already fully explain'd and ſet 
forth the great Inconveniencies, which muſt be brought on 
the Trade of this Nation, by the Scheme now propoſed to 
us ; thoſe have been made very apparent, and from them 
ariſes a very ſtrong Objection againſt what is now propoſed: 
But the greateſt Gbjection ariſes from the Danger to which 
this Scheme will moſt certainly expoſe the Liberties of our 
Country; thoſe Liberties, for which our 4 ceſtors have © 


R 
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often ventured their Lives and Fortunes ; thoſe Liberties Anno6. Geo. 11. 


which have coft this Nation ſo much Blood and Treaſure, 
cem already to be greatly retrenched : I am ſorry to ſay 
i., but what is now in Diſpute ſeems to me to be the laſt 
Branch of Liberty we have to contend for; we have already 
eftabliſh'd a Standing Army, and have made it in a Manner 
a Part of our Conſtitution ; we have already ſubjected great 
Numbers of the People of this Nation to the arbitrary 
Laws of Exciſe, and this Scheme is ſo wide a Step towards 
ſubjecting all the reſt of the People of England to thoſe ar- 
bitrary Laws, that it will be impoilible for us to recover or 
to prevent the fatal Conſequences of ſuch a Scheme. 
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We are told that his Majeſty is a good and a wiſe 


Prince, we all believe him to be ſo ; but I hope no Man will 
pretend to draw any Argument from thence for our ſurren- 


dering thoſe Liberties and Privileges, which have been hand- 


ed down to us by our Anceſtors : We have, indeed, nothing 
to fear from his preſent Majeſty ; he never will make a bad 
Uſe of that Power which we have put into his Hands ; but 
if we once grant to the Crown too great an Extent of Power, 


we cannot recall that Grant when we have a Mind; and tho! 


his Majeſty ſhould never make a bad Uſe of it, ſome of his 
Succeflors may: The being govern' d by a wiſe and a good 
King, does not make the People a free People ; the Romans 
were as great Slaves under the few good Emperors they had 
to reign over them, as they were under the moſt cruel of 
their 'Cyrants : After the People have once given up their 
Liberties, their Governors have all the ſame Power of op- 
preſſing them, tho they may not perhaps all make the ſame 


wicked Uſe of the Power lodg'd in their Hands ; but a Slave, 


that has the good Fortune to meet with a good natur'd and 


E: a humane Maſter, is no leſs a Slave than he that meets with 


a cruel and barbarous one. Our Liberties are too valuable, 
and have been purchaſed at too high a Price, to be fported 
with, or wantonly given up, even to the beſt of Kings: We 
have before now had ſame good, ſome wiſe and gracious 
Sovereigns to reign over us, but we find that under them 
our Anceſtors were as jealous of their Liberties, as they were 


under the worſt of our Kings: It is to be hoped that we 


have ſtill the ſame Value for our Liberties ; if we have, we 
certainly will uſe all peaceable Methods to preſerve and 
ſecure them; and if ſuch Methods ſhould prove ineffectual, 
I hope there is no Engliſhman but has Spirit enough to uſe 
thoſe Methods for the Preſervation of our Liberties, which 
were uſed by our Anceſtors for the Defence of theirs, and 
for tranſmitting them down to us in that glorious Condition 
in which we found them. There are ſome ſtill alive, who 
bravely ventur'd their Lives and Fortunes in Defence of the 
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Anno 6. Geo. I. Liberties of their Country; there are many whoſe Father 


were embark d in the ſame glorious Cauſe. Let it never be 
ſaid, that the Sons of ſuch Men wantonly gave up thoſe 
Liberties for which their Fathers had riſqued fo much, and 
that ſor the poor Pretence of ſuppreſſing a few Frauds in the 
collecting of the publick Revenucs, which might eaſily have 
been ſuppreſſ-d without entering into any ſuch dangerous 
Meaſures. This is all I fha'l trouble you with at preſent, 
but ſo much I thought was incumbent upon me to fay, in 
order that I migat enter my Proteſl againſt the Queſtion now 
before us.” 


A | 

The honourable Gentleman, who open'd this Affair to 
us, took up ſo much of the Time of the Committee, and it 
is now ſo very late, tllat I am almoſt a raid of giving you 
any 'Troubie at preſent; but I hope, conſidering the Im- 


ce of the Subject, that Gentlemen will excuſe me, 


and will allow me to take ſome Notice of what has been 
id by the honourable Gentleman who introduced the De- 
bate, and the honourable and learned Gentleman who ſpoke 


| laſt but one. As to the Frauds which the honourable Gen- 


tleman dwelt ſo long on, and which the honourable and 


learned Gentleman was pleaſed to call heavy and grievous, 


I believe every Gentleman in the Committee is convinced 


that there are ſuch Frauds, I believe every Gentleman will 


that they are moſt heavy and moſt grievous ; but I 
do not believe that it is of late only that the honcurable 
Gentleman has come to the Knowledge of them, nor do I 
believe that the Frauds relating to Wine and Tobacco, are 
the only Frauds he has heard complained of ; there is 
hardly a Gentleman in the Kingdom, but has heard of 
Frauds in almoſt every Branch of the publick Revenue ; 
even that honourable Gentleman muſt have heard many 
Years ago of the Frauds committed in the Tobacco and 
Wine- Trade; Why then was there no Remedy ſooner pro- 
poſed ? How could that Gentleman fee the publick Revenue, 
for which he expreſſes ſuch a tender Concern, ſuffer ſo long 
by thoſe Frauds, without propoſing ſome Expedient for pre- 


venting them : The Expedient now propoſed is certainly no 
| ſuch new or extraordinary Thing; it might have been thought 


of, I dare fay it has often been thought of before this Time, 
but it ſeems it was never thought proper to propoſe it til 


now; at lealt it was never 'till now thought neceſſary ; and 


yet it cannot be ſaid, but that the Frauds both in Wine 
and Tobacco were as great formerly as they are at this 


preſent Lime. 


« The 
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The honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed to tell us, 
that his Thoughts are eatirel. confined to the two Articles 
of Wine and 'Tobacco, and that nothing elic was ever de- 

by him, or auy of his Acquaintance, to be ſubjected 
to the Laws of Exciſe : Whatever his I houghts may have 
been in Time paſt, ne matt excuſe me if I fav, that I do 
not believe they will be io nuch cunfined in Time to come. 
Are there not Frauds committed in every Branch of the 
publick Revenue ? Will not that honourable Gentleman 


think himſelf as much bound in Duty to ly thoſe Frauds 


before this Houſe, and propoſe a Remedy for them, as he 
now thinks himſelf bound to expoſe, and to offer a Remedy 
for preventing the Frauds in Wine and Tobacco? And if 
the Remedy now propoſed, be deemed by Parliament the 
molt proper aud effectual Remedy for preventing the Frauds 
in Wine and 'Tobacco, will not that be made uſe of as an 
Argument for applying the ſame Remedy as to the Frauds 
in every other Branch of the publick Revenue ? Will it not 
be faid, You did io and fo in the Caſe of Wine and To- 
bacco, why ſhould you icruple to apply the ſame Remedy 
in the Caſe now before you? So that, from the Gentleman's 
own Reaſoning, from his own Way of Arguins as to the 
Caſe which he has been pleaſed now to lay before us, one 
may ſee a molt plain and evident Deſign of a much farther 
Extention of the Laws of Excife ; one may clearly fee a 
Defign of ſubjecting every Branch of the publick Revenue 
to thoſe arbitrary Laws; only the Gentleman has a Mind, 
it ſeems, to be a little cunning, and to do it by Pi-ce-meal. 

* Whatever Opinion the honourable and learned Gentle- 


man may have of the Propoſition made by his honourable 


Friend, it is plain it breathes nothing but the Principles of 
the molt arbitrary and moſt tyrannical Governments, that 
| have been eſablith'd in Europe: The eniarging the Power 
of the Crown; increafing the Number of Dependents on the 
Crown; rendering the Happineſs of the Subject precarious 
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and uncertain, and depending in a Manner entirely on the 


Good-Will of a Prime Miniſter, or of thoſe employ d under 
him, are the certain Conſequences of the Scheme now pro- 
poſed to us; they are the certain Conſequences of all 
Schemes for extending the Laws of Exciſe, aud are probably 
the principal Views of all thoſe who ſet up ſuch Projects. 
Let Gentlemen but read the political Teſtaments of Richlieu 

and Louvois, thoſe Legacies which were left by the Au- 
| thors to their Maſter, for inſtructing him in the Principles 
of Arbitrary Government ; let Gentlemen, I ſay, but read 
thoſe Teſtaments, and they will ſee, that the Author of this 
Scheme, whoever he be, mult be very well verſed in them; 


they will fee how well it agrees with the Principles 0 
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anos. Gee... laid down for the eſtabliſhing and ſuppoiting of Arbitrary 
do,. It is for this Reaſon that the Englith Nation 
always been ſo averſe to Exciſe-ProjeQs of all Kinds; the 
very Word Exciſe has always been odious to the People of | 
England. It is true, there has been an Exciſe eltabliſhed by 
Parliament, but it was firſt given as a Purchaſe for the | 
Court of Wards and Liveries; and tho' that Court was 
moſt juſtly look'd on as one of our greateſt Grievances, yet 
the Purchaſe has always been reckoned too dear, and that 
Parliament which gave the Exciſe has been branded with the 
infamous Name of a Penfionary Parliament. Even the grea | 
King William, notwithſtanding all he had done for the 
P of England, notwithſtanding he was moſt generally 
—— by his Subjects, ot he hal | 
have ſuffer d by a Notion's prevailing among the People, 
that ſome new Exciſes were to have been eſtabliſh'd. It 
was publickly ſaid, that we had got a Dutch King, and 
that therefore we were to be ſaddled with Dutch Exciſes: 
That wiſe King was ſo ſenſible of the Danger he might be 
expoſed to, by the Prevalence of ſuch a Notion, that he 


© I moſt readily believe, that the honourable and leamed d 
Gentleman over the Way comes, at all Times to this Houſe, | 
undetermined as to any Point that is to be brought bete 
us; I believe he always comes reſolved to be determined by © | 
what ſhall be offer'd in the Courſe of the Debate; but! 
am very much at a Loſs to find out what in the preſent | 
Debate has determin'd him to be of the Opinion he now 
ſeems to be of : He has, indeed, told us, © 'That the Refor- 
mation propoſed as to the Laws of Exciſe, is what very 
much weighs with him: He ſays, That the Laws of Excile 
are to be blunted, and their Edge is to be taken of by 


what is now propoſed.” In this, I muſt confeſs my Short 


the ſame oppreſſive and vexatious Powers continued to them? | 
Are not the Commiſſioners to have the ſame *diſpening 
Power with regard to Fines and Forfeitures? Are Trials by 
Jury to be reſtored to the Subjects? No, all theſe Grievancs | 
are to remain on the ſame Footing they were before. 
The Power and Influence of the Crown, by means of the | 
Laws of Exciſe, is ſtill to be as great as it was before, only 
there are by this Scheme many Thouſands more to be fub- 
jected to it: The Method of Appeal is, indeed, to be a li 
tle alter d, but I am afraid the Alteration will not be muck | 
for the better ; the Expence will be much greater, IE j 
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Redrefs as precarious as ever it was before : How then are 
the Laws o* Excile to be blunted ? Where is this Reforma- 
tion ſo much boaſted of, and on which that honourable and 
l-arned Gentleman ſcems ſolely to ground his Opmion ? But 
it ſeems he expects, that when this Propoſition comes to the 
| of a Bill, many fine Things are to be done, many 
more Things than we have ever yet heard of : If it ſhould 
come to the Length of a Bill, which 1 am in great Hopes it 
never will, he may very probably find himſelf diſappointed ; 
and if that ſhould be the Caſe, I doubt not but he will be 
of a different Opinion 

Gentlemen have faid, that there are no Complaints 
made of the Laws of Exciſe, or of the Oppreſhons of Ex- 
ciſe-Officers ; but I believe there 1s no Gentleman in this 
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Houſe, who cannot give ſome Inſtances, even within his 


own Knowledge, of moſt cruel Oppreffons committed by 
ſome of thoſe Officers ; I am ſure there is no Gentleman, 
who has ever ated in the Country as a Juſtice of Peace, 
unh r 2 


on the Generoſity of the Crown, in — 
Forfeitures, and Seizures to the Publick ; but, in my Opt 
nion, it will be but a poor Eq 
ſions and Exactions, which the People will be expoſed to by 


this Scheme. I muſt fay, that the honourable Gentleman 


has himſelf been of late mighty bountiful and generous, in 
his Offers to the Publick : He has been fo gracious as to aſk 


us, © Will you have a Land-Tax of two Shillings in the 


* Pound, or a Land-Tax but of one ; or will you have no 
Land- Tax at all? Will you have your Debts paid ? Will 
* you have them ſoon paid? Tell me but what you want, let 


_ © me but know how you can be made eaſy, and it ſhall be 


done for you.” Theſe are moſt generous Offers, but ther 
15 ſomething ſo very extraordinary, there is ſomething ſo 
farcical in them, that really I can hardly mention them 
without Laughing : It puts me in Mind of the Story of Sir 
Epicure Mammon in 7he Alchymift ; he was gull'd out of 
his Money by fine Promiſes ; he was promiſed the Philoſo- 
pher's Stone, by 22 he was to get Mountains of Gold, 

and every Tanz ſe he could deſire; but all ended at laſt 
in © ſome little bing bre the heck. == 

Vo r. II. II wiſh 
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very little converſant in Books of Law, however I ſometimes 
look into them; and I muſt beg Leave to read a Paſſage or 
two on this Subject, from my Lord Cre. That great 
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© I wiſh the Gentlemen, who appear ſo zealous for this 
Scheme, would have ſome little Regard to their Conſtitu- 


ents. It is well known that it was the Cuſtom among our 


Anceſtors, when any new Device was propoſed, to deſire 
Time to have a Conference with their Countries: I am but 


Lawyer, in the 4th Part of his Inſtitutes, Page 14, fays, 


+ It is alſo the Law and Cuſtom of the Parliament, that 


when any new Device is moved on the King's Behalf, in 


© Parliament, for his Aid, or the like, the Commons may 
« anſwer, that they tender d the King's Eſtate, and ars ready 
to nid the fame, only in this new Device they dare not 
agree without Conference with their Countries; whereby 
it appeareth, that ſuch Conference is warrantable by the 
* Law and Cutiom of Parliament.” And again, Page 34, 
he tells us, © At the Parliament holden in the gth of Kin 
Edward III. When a Motion was made for a Sublidy of 
* a new Kind, the Commons anſwer'd, that they would 
* have Conference with thoſe of their ſeveral Countries and 
* Places, who had put them in Truit, before they treated 
* of any ſuch Matter.” If ſuch a Conference was ever ne 
ceſſary upon any Occaſion, it is ſurely neceſſary before we 
agree to the Device now offered to us; a Device which, in 
my Opinion, ſtrikes at the very Root of our Liberties ; it 
is, in my way of Thinking, a downright Plan for arbitrary 
Power; and in this I am not ſingular, for there ſeems to be 
many Gentlemen of the ſame Opinion within Doors as well 
as without; therefore I muit think that it is neceſſary, it 1s 


- Incumbent upon every Gentleman in this Houſe, at leaſt, to 


deſire to have a Conference with his Conſtituents, before he 
agrees to any ſuch Device: This would have been neceſſary, 
it we had been entirely ignorant of the Sentiments of our 
ſeveral Countries; but indeed in the preſent Caſe, ſuch 2 
Conference ſeems to be quite unneceſſary ; we already know 
the Sentiments of our Conſtituents in relation to the De 
vice now offered to us; the whole Nation has already, in 
the molt open Manner, declared their Diſlike to it; and 
there tore I hope the Gentlemen of this Committee will e 
je& it with that Scorn and Contempt it deſerves.” 


Sir Ww. Wyndham. Sir William Wyndham ſpoke next: 


to offer my Sentiments upon the Queſtion in 


_. 


* 'Though it be now very late, yet I muſt beg 


for it is a Queſtion of ſuch Importance, that : 
think I diſcharged the Duty I owe to my Country, 
declaring, in the moſt open and publick Manner, m 


NAK. & 


than another, it muſt be granted, that the Method now 
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Ind Abhorrence of the Scheme which has been now opened Anno 6 Geo. I. 
do us. The Scheme, as now explained to us, has, in my \ z 
Opinion, been no Way miſrepreſented ; it is the very ſame 


with what has been repreſented to us, it is the very ſame 
with that which the Nation has ſo openly and fo 

declared their Diſlike to; it is fraught with all thoſe Evils 
which were ever ellen to it, and molt apparently ſtrikes 
at the very Fundamentals of our Conſtitution. The Col- 


lekting of any Duties by the Laws of Exciſe, has, in all 


Ages, and in all Countries, been looked on as the mot grie- 
vous and molt oppreſſive Method of collecting Taxes ; and 
if one Method of raifing an Exciſe can be more oppreſlive 


poſed to us, of raiſing this new Exciſe, mult of all Methods 
be the moſt oppreſſive, and the molt vexatious to the People : 
In all Countries, Exciſes of every Kind are look'd on as 
Badges of Slavery; and though the Engliſh Nation be now 
unfortunately ſubjected to ſome of them, yet I hope they 
will never conſent to any new Exciſes, or to any new Ex- 
tention of the Laws of Exciſe, let the Pretences for ſo doing 
be ever ſo ſpecious. 


e N. in the preſent "gn let us confder what ave the 


the Publick and to the fair Trader, is, by what I can find, 
the only Pretence now made uſe of; and yet thoſe Frauds, 
even aggravated as they were by the honourable Gentleman 


who propoſed this Scheme to us, do amount to a meer 


"Trifle ; fo that the Improvement to be made, as to the publick 


Revenue, will be but very inconſiderable, if any at all, af- 
ter deducting the additional Charges of Management, which 


the Publick will become liable to by the great Increaſe of 


Officers: This Pretence therefore, even when ſet in the 
ſtrongeſt Light, can be no ſufficient Argument for prevailing 
on us to expoſe our Conſtitution to the leaſt Danger, or to 
ſubje& any of our Fellow-Countrymen to great Hardſhips: 
But this Pretence is ſtill more frivolous, ſince it has been 
made appear to us, that thoſe Frauds are not at all ſo con- 
ſiderable as they have been repreſented ; that all Sorts of 
Frauds cannot be prevented, even by tie Scheme now pro- 
poſed ; ond het mary of thoſe Frauds, that have been lately 
committed, might be prevented by the Laws now in Being, 
if Care were taken to haye proper Officers, and to make 
thoſe Officers diligent and faithful. I grant, indeed, that 
*** Crown will de Lag -S 
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Anno 6. Gro. u. They had the Misfortune to outlive their Maſter: But his 
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Son, as ſoon as he came to the Throne, took off both their 
Heads; and in this he did juitly, tho” he did it againſt Law: 
They had done nothing contrary to Law ; they had only put 
the Laws ſeverely in Execution, and what they did was in 
Obedience to the Command of the King his Father ; yet 
that could be no Excuſe for them; their Manner of executi 
thoſe Laws was ſo grievous and oppreſſive upon the Snbjetts, 
that nothing lefs than their Lives could be admitted of as a 
ſuſñcient Atonement to the People; and certainly, that Op 
flion which is committed under the Sanction of the Laus, 
or of the Royal Authority, muit always be deemed the mot 
heinouſly criminal, and ought to be the moſt ſeverely pu- 
niſh'd. | | 
There never was in any Reign a Scheme br Project at- 
„ fo much to the Diſlike and Diſſatisfaction of the 
People in general; the whole Nation has already ſo of 
— nt their Averſion to the Scheme ow cs 
that I am ſurprized to ſee it inſiſted on; the very propofing 
of ſuch a Scheme to the Houſe of Commons, after ſo many 
Nemonſtrances againſt it, I muſt think moſt audacious; it is 
in a Manner flying in the Face of the whole People of Eng- 
land; and fince they have already declared againſt it, God 
forbid that we who are their Repreſentatives ſhould declare 
for it. 
To this Speech of Sir William Wyndham's Sir Robert 
Walpole replied as follows : 
Sir, . 


As I was obliged, when I opened the Affair now befor 


| you, to take up a great deal of your Time, I then imaged 


that I ſhould not have been under a Neceſſity of giving you 


any farther Trouble; but when ſuch Things are thrown out, 


Things which in my Opinion are quite foreign to the D. 


bate ; when the ancient Hiſtories, not only of this, but other 
Countries, are ranſack d for Characters of wicked Miniſter, 
in order to adapt them to the preſent Times, and to draw 


Parallels between them and ſome modern Characters, to which 


they bear no other Reſemblance than that they were Mini- 
ſters, it is impoſſible for one to fit ſtill : Of late Years, I have 
dealt but little in the Study of Hiſtory, but I have a very good 
Prom by me, [meaning Sir Philip Y:rke] and by bs 
Means I can recollect, that the Caſe of Empſon and Dudley, 
mention d by the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſ, 
was ſo very different from any Thing that can poſlibly be 
preſumed from the Scheme now before us, that I wonder how 
it was poſſible to lug them into the Debate: Ihe Caſe as to 
them was, that they had by Virtue of old and obſolete Laws, 


moſt ur juitiy extorred great Sums of Money from * 
| 
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Difuſe. RT me 
think, that it is very unjuſt and unfair to draw any Parallel 
between the Characters of thoſe two Miniſters and mine, 
which was, I ſuppoſe, what the honourable Gentleman 
meant to do, when he brought that Piece of Hiſtory into 
the Debate. If I ever endeavour to raiſe Money from the 


People, or from any Man whatever nA, omg ering 


Means, if my Character ſhould ever come to be in 
like theirs, I ſhall deſerve their Fate: But whi 
know myſelf to be innocent, I ſhall depend upon the f 
tection of the Laws of my Country; as long as they ca 
otet me I am ſafe ; and if that Protection ſhould fail, I 
am to ſubmit to the . orſt that can happen. 


1 
know that my political and miniſterial Life has by ſome 


Gentlemen been long wiſhed at an End, but they may aſſæ 


their own diſappointed Hearts, how vain their Wiſhes have 
been; and as for my natural Life, J have lived 


2 
wt ata aces parting with it, as any 
well 

As to thoſe Clamours which have been raiſed without 
Doors, and which are now ſo much inſiſted on, it is very 
well known by whom and by what Methods they were raiſed, 
and it is no difficult Matter to gueſs with what Views ; but 


I am very far from taking them to be the Senſe of the Na- 


tion, or believing that the Sentiments of the Generality of 
the People were thereby expreſſed. The moſt Part of the 
People concerned in choſe Cl Clamours did not ſpeak their 
own Sentiments, they were play'd by others like ſo many 
Puppets; it was not the Puppets tht ſpoke, it was thoſe 
behind the Curtain that play'd them, and made them ſpeak 


There is now a moſt extraordinary Concourſe of People 
at our Door; I hope it will not be faid, thał all thoſe 
People came there of themſelves naturally, and without any 
Inftigation from others; for to my certain Knowledge, ſome 
very odd Methods were uſed to bring fuch Multitudes hi- 
ther ; circular Letters were wrote, and ſent by the Beadles, in 
the moſt publick and unprecedented Manner, round almoſt 
every Ward in the City, ſummoning them upon their Peril 

down this Day to the Houſe of Commons: This 
I am certain of, becauſe I have now one of thoſe Letters in 
my Pocket, ſigned by a Deputy of one of the greateſt Wards 
in the City of London, and ſent by the Beadle to one of 
the Inhabitants of Ward ; nd | han chat thats Lanes 


whatever they had a Mind. 


that 
were ſent in the ſame Manner almoſt to every Liver-man 


and 
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of the Nation. 


Gentlemen may fay what 
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warrantable Methods have the Clamours 
in every other Part 
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Right of the Subject, and what has been always practiſed 

all Gecafions. The hononrable Gentleman talks of Sturdy 
Beggars, I do not know what Sort of People may be now 
at our Door, becauſe I have not lately been out of the Houſe ; 
but 1 believe they are the fame Sort of People that were 
there when I came laſt into the Houſe, and then I can aſſure 
you that I ſaw none, but fuch as deſerve the Name of Sturdy 
Beggars as little as the honourable Gentleman himſelf, or 
any Gentleman whatever. It is well known that the City 
of London was ſufficiently appriſed of what we were this 
Day to be about ; where they got their Information I do 
not know, but I am very certain 6 No- 
tion of the Scheme which has been now opened to us; and 
they were ſo generally and zealouſly bent againſt it, that 
whatever Methods may have been uſed to call them hither, 
am ſure it would have been impoſſible to have found any 
legal Methods to have prevented their coming hither.” 


upon the Motion made by Sir Robert Walpoie, it was car- 
ried in the Affirmative, by 266 Voices againſt 205. The 
ute old ©2 Os tha of the Matos, who voted 
Pro and Cor in this Debate, in the APPENDIX. 

After this three other Motions were agreed to, with- 
out any Diviſion ; which, with the firſt Reſolution, are as 
follows. I. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that 
and additional Duty upon Tobacco of the Britiſh 

by an Act of the 12th of King Charles II. 
and the Impoſt thereon, granted by an Act of the 1ſt of 


Then after ſome farther Debate, the Queſtion being put 


upon dune 56. Geo. 1. 


run. 


— 


Fur Ref lu: ions 
ct the Committee 
of the whole 
Houſe, in pan ſu- 
ance of Sir Robert 
Walpol-'s Motion 
relating to the 
Exciſe Scheme; 


— 1 _ II. and alſo the one third Subſidy thereon, 


_ continued and made — — 
| e 
1733, ceaſe and determine. II. That in lieu of the ſaid 
Duties ſo to be determined, there ſhould be granted to his 
Majeſty an Inland Duty of 4 d. per Pound upon all Tobacco 
imported from the Britiſh Plantations, to be paid before the 
taking the ſame out of the Warehouſe. III. That the In- 
' Ind Duties, to be raiſed and levied upon Tobacco, be ap- 
ated and applied to the ſame Uſes and Purpoſes, as the 
Ned and lied IV. Thar ol Fines, were ap- 
and applied. IV. That all Fines, Penalties, 
and Seizures, to ariſe by the ſaid Duties, be 
t the Uſe of the Publick, except © much there- 
of as ſhould be allowed to the Informers or Proſecu- 


. Anne, — in 


Vo 1. II. > March 
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Which beirg re- 

ried to the 

ſe, and a Mu- 
tion made for 
agreeing with the 
Committee in the 
Firſt Retolution, 


( 354 ) 
March 16. Sir Charles Turner reported the above Reſo- 
lutions to the Houſe ; and a Motion being made for agreeing 


with the Committee in the firſt Refolution, Sir John 
ir, | | 
Though the Reſolutions which have been now read to 


ſtcod up and ſpoke as follows: 


it occations a frcih, us, were agreed to by a Majority of thoſe preſent in the 


Debate. 
Sit John Barnard. 


Committee, yet I can make no Manner of Doubt, but that 
now, after Gentlemen have had Time to conſider that Affair 
ſeriouſly, there will be many of a different Opinion from 
what they were of in the Committee ; for my own Part, I 
mult fay, that the more I conſider that Scheme on which 
theſe Reſolutions are founded, the more Objections I find to 


it, and the leis I find in thoſe Arguments which were offered 


in Support of it. One of the chief Ends propoſed by this 
Scheme is, the preventing of thoſe Frauds which have for- 
merly been commitred in the Tobacco-Trade ; but, if we 
particularly examine thoſe Frauds we ſhall find, that every 
one of them may either be prevented by the Laws already 
in Being, or they are ſuch as cannot be effectually prevented 
by any Thing m the Scheme propoſed. 

The Fraud which has been committec 


on the Weigh- 


ing of the Tobacco at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and likewiſe that 


of exporting one Sort of Tobacco for another, is alto 
owing, as has been already obſerved, to a Neglect of Duty 


in the Officers, and not to any Defect in the Laws: Andas 


to the Frauds of running or re-landing Tobacco, after it has 
been enter'd for Exportation and has received the Draw- 
backs, which are thoſe by which the Publick has and always 
will ſuffer moſt, there is nothing in the Scheme that can any 


Way contribute to the preventing them; for it is not the 


Manner of collecting of Duties, but the Amount of the 
Duties, which occaſions Smuggling and Running in all 
Countries, and in all Branches of Trade; and fince the Du- 
ties on Tobacco are by this Scheme to be as high, or very 
near as high, as they were before, we may expect there will 


be as much Smuggling as there was formerly; where the 
Temptation is great, the Number of the Tempted will in- 


creaſe in Proportion, let the Danger they run be never fo 


* As for the Warehouſes propoſed, if there be any Thing 
in that Part of the Scheme, which may be of Ute agauft 
Smugpling, it is not to this Scheme, that the Propokiten 
owes its Birth ; it is what the Merchants themſelves have 


long ago deſired ; and for that P I drew up ſome Tune 


ago a Clauſe to have been offer'd to this Houſe, which [ 
ſhewed to the honourable Gentleman on the Floor ; and at 
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aroſe ſome Diſputes and Differences among the Merchants anne6. Ceo. u. 
themſelves, which occaſioned its being deferred: That Part \ — " 


of the Scheme therefore I ſhall find no Fault with, I believe 
no Merchant will, but then we would have it without the 
Laws of Exciſe ; for this Reaſon the honourable Gentleman 


1 out againſt the Merchants, as a very unreaſonable Set 


| at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and to be drawn bk on | 


of Men; he fays, that they formerly deſired to have Ware- 
houſes, and yet now they refuſe to accept of them. But do 
not Gentlemen ſee where the Differcnce lies ? The Merchants 
deſire to have Warehouſes without an Exciſe, and the ho- 
nourable Gentleman will not, it ſeems, favcur us with the 
one, without loading us with the other. : 

As to what the Civil Lift may get by this Scheme, it 
will depend entirely * the Effect the Scheme may have 
in relation to the of Frauds; but it is certain, 


or rather more; for, 
pro that Part of the Duty, which goes 
ine 
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r a Twelvemouth at a Time; and the Laying out of 
Money for ſo long a Time, may often happen to be of 
to the Merchant's Credit. 
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free, that at every one of them the Merchant will be ſub- 
jected to more Trouble and Expence, both upon Importa- 
tion and Exportation, than ever he was before. Vis true 
that upon the importation of tobacco, the Merchant was 
formerly obliged to pay down the wile Buties, or give his 
Bond with ſufficient Sureties for t., ; Hat th was never 
any Hardſhip upon the Merchant, bec de, if he had ready 
Money, he advanced it for the prompt Payment of the 
Duties, and he had an Allowance for io doing ; which was 
but a reaſonable Allowance, conſidering how long he was 
ſometimes obliged to keep his Tobacco on his Hands, be. 
fore he met with a Market either tor Home-Conſumption 
or Exportation, and how many Months Credit he was often 
after that obliged to give to the Buyer ; and if he had not 
ready Money at Command, he could formerly give his Bond 
for the whole Duties with two ſufficient Sureties, which a 
Man of tolerable Credit could always eafily find ; whereas 


bacco muſt pay ſome Part of the Duties at the Entry, let 
him make what Shift he will for the Money, which to a 
poor Man is a new Hardſhip ; and to a rich Man the Pay- 
ment of that Part of the Dutics in ready Money, 1s a greater 
Hardſhip than the Payment of the whole, conſidering that 
he has no Allowance for prompt Payment, as to that Part 
of the Duties which he is obliged to pay in ready Money. 

I am ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman ſay, that Brew- 
ers make no Complaints on account of their being ſubjected 
to the Laws of Exciſe ; I do not know what Sort of Brewers 
thoſe Gentlemen may converſe with, but I never converſed 
with any who did not complain of it as a very great Gne- 
vance, nor did I ever meet with any who could not give 


very ſubſtantial Reaſons for their Complaints. There are 


many particular Ways by which the Officers of Exciſe may 
be troubleſome and vexatious to the Brewer; but there s 
one which is generally practiſed all over the Kingdom, and 

that is, that thoſe Officers not only gauge and take an Ac- 
count of their Liquors, but likewiſe oblige the Brewers to 
ſhew them their Books as often as they have a Mind ; by 
which Means they not only pry into all the Secrets and 
Myſteries of their Trade, but likewiſe into their Circum- 
ſtances and Fortunes. Can any Gentleman look upon this 


as no Grievance ? Is it not a Hardſhip upon any Man to 


have the Secrets and Myſteries of his Irade expoſed to every 
little Fellow, whom the Commiſſioners of Exciſe ſhall pleaſe 
to put in Authority over him? But is it not ſtill a greater 


Hardſnip, for a Man to be obliged to diſcover hie Circuny 


by this Scheme, it ſeems, every Merchant-Importer of To- 


( 357 ) | 
fances to one who is an utter Stranger to him, perhaps to e e. Geo. u. 
one who is his moſt implacable Enemy ? WD - 
The honourable Gentleman, I find, values himſelf much 
upon the ſmall Increaſe of Exciie-Officers that is to be made 
" by his Scheme; but then he ſeems to forget the Warehoule- 
| Keepers ; they, as well as the other Officers of Exciſe, are 
all to be named by the Crown, and paid by the Publick, 
conſequently they are certainly to be called Officers of the 
Reveaue : Fhey will be as expenſive to the Publick, and as 
great Slaves to the Adminiſtration, as any othe: Sort of Of- 
| ficers whatever. As there are to be a great Number of To- 
| bacco- Warehouſes in Britain, there nut be a great Number 
| of them employ'd to attend thoſe Warehouſes as often as 
| there ſhall be Occaſion for them, otherwiſe it will be impoſ- 
ſible for the Merchant to manage or diſpoſe of the Goods he 
has there lodged; from whence I mut conclude, that the 
Number of taote Warehouſe-keepe:s will be much more 
than double the Number of the other new Officers to be 
added by this Scheme. | OO 
Gentlemen ſeem to make light of the Trouble that Mer- 
chants will be put to by thoſe Warehoule-eepers ; they 
think it will be no Inconvenience to the Merc'i.ant to be de- 
darred all Acceſs to his Goods, but at thoſe Hours when the 
Warehouſe-keeper is to be obliged to attend him. Thoſe, 
who argue at this Rate, ſeem to know but little of the 
various Accidents that Rappen in 'i'rade ; but this is not the 
only Inconvenience that even tne Merchant is to be expoſed 
to by this Scheme; he muſt, for every Quantity of Tobacco 
be ſells, make a Journey, or ſend a Meilenger to the Per- 
Y mit-Office for a Permit, which muſt neceſſarily put him to 
' 2 preat deal of Trouble and Expence ; and therefore, that 
the Merchant may be as much eaſed as poſſible, I hope that, 
as ſoon as thoſe publick Warehouſes are all appointed, there 
will be two little Lodges like Centry-Boxes, built ſome- 
where adjoining to each Warehouſe, one for the Warehouſe- 
— and the other for the Officer who is to grant the 
its. | 
II has been ſaid, that Liberty has nothing to do in the 
_ Queſtion now before us; but, in my Opinion, if it is not deep- 
| ly concern'd in this Queſtion, it never can be concern d in any 
| Queſtion that can come before this Houſe : Is not every 
Mau's Houſe looked on as his Aſylum ? Is then the giving 
a Power to any little Exciſeman, to enter People's 
Houſes at all Times cf the Day and Night, no Encroach- 
ment upon the Liberty of thoſe People ? It it is not an En- 
croachment upon a Man's Liberty, it certainly is a very 
direct one upon his Property, and of Conſequence it will 
be found to be an Encroachment upon his Liberty ; for can 
| X any 
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Anne 6. Ceo. IN, any : Man be ſaid to be free, who muſt ſubmit to, and be 
de humble Slave of his Exciſeman, otherwiſe he muit ex- 
no Quiet or Comfort within his own Dwelling Houtc : 
The molt blameleſs Conduct cannot ſecure him agatiull V c 
tion ; and no Man can be faid to be free, who cannot de- 
pend upon his Innocence for his Prote&tion : An Officer 
iuveſted with ſuch Power, may fall upon twenty Ways 
to teaze and vex the moſt innocent Man upon Earth: I 
know, that one of my Acquaintance, who has the Misfor- 
tune to be ſubject to the Laws of Exciſe already in Being, 
was, for a conſiderable Time together, regularly viſited by 
his Exciſeman at the Hour the Family went to Dinner ; 
and if they had but civilly aſk'd the Gentleman to call at 
any other Time, his immediate Anſwer was, No, Sir, 
I am in a Hurry, I have a great deal of other Buſineſs to 
attend beſides yours; I muſt immediately viſit ſuch a 
Place; if you will not allow me, I muſt go, and I know 
© what to do.“ By this rude Behaviour the whole Family 
was diſturbed, and one of them was always obliged to get 
up from Dinner, in order to go and let him viſit ſuch Places 

in the Houſe as he had a Mind. 

* Theſe are the Fellows who, by this fine Scheme, are to 
be put into every Man's Houſe that is a Dealer in either of 
the two Commodities of Tobacco or Wine : 'Theſe are the 

to be by Law appointed to lord it 

every ſuch Dealer pe. his whole Family : We know 

what was the Fate of the Lord Danes we had formerly in 
| I ſhall be very little ſurprized if theſe new 

ith the fame Fate. In ſhort, Gentlemen may 


true Colours. I am convinced that it will 
nothing but the moſt miſchievous Conſequences, not 

ho are to be immediately affected by it, but 
22 Properties of the Nation in 
therefore I am enti ing to the 
Mr Walpole. Mr Horatio Walpole ſpoke next for ing with the 
Mir Brarnftan. Committee; Mr Bramſton againſt it; Lord Hervey for it; 
vir T1 ie then Sir Thomas Robinſon hood up and ſpoke as follows 
ton, 

As I had not an Opportunity in the Committee of giving 
my Opinion in this Queſtion, I hope I ſhall be indulged the 
Liberty of doing it now, ſince I find the whole is to be ca- 
vaſſed over again. I will take up as little of your Time s 
poſſible, in making a je Obſervations on the Scheme itſelf 
as it now appears to us, and on what has fell from ſome 
Gentlemen in the Couric of this Debate. | 4 


( 339 ) 
* I cannot help expreſſing my Surprize, to hear fo often 
the cruel Utage the Engliſh Merchants have met 
with of late : For God's Sake, let all that has been faid in 
this Houſe, during the Time this Affair has been upon the 
Anvil, be fairly and impartially canvaſſed, and 'twill come 
out to be againſt che unf.ir Dealers in Wine and Tobacco, 
and againſt them only ; why ſhould Gentlemen therefore 
apply it to Merchants in General? Give me Leave to ſay, 
whoever makes ſuch Application, tis they who pin the Que: 
{tion upon the whole Body of Merchants, and not thoſe Gen- 
emen who think the Method propoſed of collefting this Re- 


venue, will ſecure to the Publick what they have an un- 
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doubted Right to. All that has been ſaid on this Head, and 


ed to affect thoſe Men only, whoſe Artifices and Cunning 
have hitherto evaded the Cuſtoms, whom no leſs Cau- 


would n if he ima- 


Body of the Englih Merchants immediately concerned in the 
Exportation of our Manufactures, or by way of Return for 
them in the Importation of —_— — — 


of this Nation are principally to be 3 
rere e bg on 
Shape reach theſe Men, which when they come impartially 
to conſider, they muſt be ſenſible of; and then they will 


gined the Succeſs of it would either affect our Trade, or the 


able to judge, whether they have been alarmed at the Ap- 


proach of real, or only at the Noiſe of 


imaginary Dangers. 
* I am very ſorry to hear ſo often urged, that theſe Re- 


ſtrictions propoſed only for the preventing of Frauds will be 
a Diſcouragement to Trade in general; for the natural Con- 
clufion from thence would ſeem to be, that Frauds and Trade 
were inſeparable : As the very Foundation of this Scheme, 
appears to me to be intended for the Improvement of the 
publick Revenue by the 
is ſo often affirmed, that it will alſo be a 
to Trade, a Stranger 
Debates, would naturally imagine that a Continuance of, 
or a Connivance at Frauds, was in this Country a neceſſary 
t to Trade. 

* As this Bill appears to me to be attended with certain 
Advantages to the Tobacco-Trade, and as I ſhould be glad 
to be ſet right if I am miſtaken ; I beg Leave to ask a few 

Quellians 


of Frauds ; when it 
in the Gallery, who was w hear our 
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ions of thoſe who are converſant in Trade: Whether 
high Duties on Goods imported are not a great Weight on 
every Branch of Trade fo loaded; as it not orly obliges the 
Merchant to keep a double Stock in reacy Money, but of 
courſe confines that Trade to a very narrow Circle of Dea- 
lers, and ſurely it never can be the Intereſt of a Trading Na- 
tion to encourage Monopciies ? Then I muſi an, Whether, 
| as the Law now ttands, the Tobacco- Trade has not this 
Hardſhip attending it? If it be fo, I would aſk, Whether 

this Clog is not entirely removed by this Scheme? no 
being to be paid at Importation, nor any Money demanded 
till the Factor has made his Bargain with the Retailer, who 

is to pay the whole Duty? 
© Is it not another allowed Maxim in Trade, that one of 
the greateſt Temptations to Frauds are large Drawbacks on 


Goods exported, nuy the very Parent of Frauds in this Com- 


modity ? If this be a Fact, is not this Motive to Frauds en- 


tirely removed, there being by this Scheme no Temptation 
whatever to Fraids on this Head? for Ly this Scheme as 
now ameraed, ti. ere is no Part of the Duty to be paid at Im- 

ti tion, there is not a Farthing of the Duty ever to be 


that the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke firſt, and who 
always fpeaks ſo well and wit: fo much Weight in this 
Houle, has in tais Particular entirely miſtaken the Scheme 
now before us. 

Has not the Method of Bonding the Duties, till very 
lately at leaſt, been univerſally allowed to be often fatal to 
both the Planters and Factors, and as often detrimental to 
the Publick ? Is not this Hardſhip quite obviated by this 
Scheme ? Is not Bouding entirely out of the preſent Que- 
ſtion? 

Were not the Charges in the Bills of Sale from the Factor 
to his Planter a very great Hardthip on the latter? Accord- 
ing to all thoſe I have ſeen, they never amounted to leis 
than 25 per Cent, and oftner to much more, on the whole 
neat Produce returned to the Planter for his Tobacco. I don't 
mean to accuſe the Factor of taking an extravagant or unjuſt 
Gain on this Head : but what I think we are now contend- 
ing to remove, is the Pretence for and the Foundation of 
theſe Charges, which have been fo greatly detrimental to 
that Trade, and ſo great a Hardſhip on the Virginia and Ma- 
ryland Planters, who now fend you a Merchandize that 
proves to this Nation, by the great Quantities re-exported to 
foreign Markets, a very beneficial Branch of your Commerce; 
and if ſomething be not now done in their Behalf, I am told 
from very good Hands, we hal! run the Riſque of loſing 
this Staple of Tobacco: Then "twill be two hae to canteen 
* 


id for the Tob:cco which $:4ll hereafter be re- exported; 
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what Methods are beſt for coll. ting the Duties on it; and Anno 6. Geo. n. 


therefore, were there no other Motive for this Bill, this Con- 


ſſderation alone woul.] weigh greatly with me, to make a 


Trial, at leaſt, of the Method now propoſed for giving Re- 
lief to ſo conſiderable a Part of our America. Colonies. 

No I am up, Sir, give me Leave to remind Gentlemen, 
that, as the Law now fands 4d. neat Money, at leaſt, is 
paid on each Pound of 'P'ob1cco, immediately on Importa- 
tion, tho the Importer takes the Advantage of all the Diſ- 
count» on prompt Payment, otherwiſe the Duty comes high- 
er : But by this Scheme, the whole Duty will be at the high- 
eſt but 4 d. r Pound Weight, and will not be demanded 
'till the Tobacco is taken out of the Warehonſe for Home- 
Conſumption, and therefore may ſometimes not be paid till 
eighteen Months or two Years after the landing of the To- 
bacco : Let therefore who will advance the Money, this 
farther Credit given by the Publick, for the Payment of the 
Duty, mult be a certain Benefit to this Trade ; and thus, 
by Poltponing tue Payment of the Duties 'till ſo much nearer 
the Time of Conſumptian, the Dealers in Tobacco will be 
enabled, and ought to afford it to the Contumer on more rea- 
ſonable Terms. 


If then this Scheme be found to be no real Detriment to 


the fiir Merchant, and a certain Benefit to the Planters, I 
believe in another Particular it will be a demonſtrable Ad- 
vantage to the Publick, I mean an Improvement of the Re- 
venue : But what appears to me pretty extraordinary is, to 
hear that Improvement urged as ont of the chief Objections 
againſt the whole Scheme, becauſe the Civil-Liſt Revenue 
will alſo of courſe receive tome Increaſe. Give me Leave 
to ſay, that whatever Appearance of Weight there might 
have been in this Objection before the Scheme was known, 
yet now when it comes to be conſidered, that the Crown in 
Return gives up to the Publick all Fo: feitures and Seizures, 
this Objcction can be of little Weight : But ſurely this could 


never have been thought a ſufficient Objection for the Le- 


giſlature to refuſe a Remedy agaiaſt the k. own Frauds, prac- 
tiſed in the Collection of the publick Revenues, on ac- 
count of its preventing thoſe practiſed agaiuſt the Crown; e- 
ſpecially, v hen even this Improvement of the King's Income 
is no more than what was, in Effect, granted by the Parlia- 
ment, when they appropriated the Produce of thoſe Duties 
to his Majeſty for Life. 

* But fince it is ſaid, that this Alteration in the Method of 
collecting the Duty on Tobacco will be ſuch an Augmenta 
tion to the Revenue, thongh no new Tax be laid on, nor an 
Addition made to any one now in Being, it may be aſked, 
From w hence this Augmentation will ariſe? To this 

Vol. II. 2 2 bare 


the 
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in the Collection of this Duty, . 
eſpecially, if we conſider the large Sum, which the Frauds 
that have actually been diſcovered yearly amount to, and 
that it cannot be ſuppoſed, that one fifth Part of the 
Frauds, which have really been committed, have ever come 
to the Knowledge of the Publick, or of thoſe intruſted with 
the Collecting of this Duty: But as the honourable Gentle. 
man, who the Debate in the Committee, has ſo 
fully and ſo demonſtrably ſne wn the Particulars of theſe un- 
lawful Tranſactions; and as there are in this Houſe ſo many 
Gentlemen, throughly acquainted with the Courſe of the 
publick Revenues, who can ſpeak more minutely to the Na- 
ture of theſe Frauds than I am capable of doing, I ſhall 
not enter into a Detail of them ; tex andy wade i, Ow 


there have been ſome Inſtances, where a tripple Fraud has 


been committed in the Diſpoſal of the fame individual Par. 
cel of Tobacco; he, indeed, who practiſes this Method, 
muſt be very adroit in the Buſiceſs of Sm but it is 
: The unfair T has con- 


ed from Government che Drawbacks upon a Quantity 
—— 2 to mg 

any Duty again running lame Tobacco 
from Holland in fnall Parcels, he has a ſecond Time receiv- 
ed the Drawbacks from the Conſumers, by ſelling i 


e ſince, in ſome Caſes, 
the unfair Dealer in Tobacco may very well afford to give 
ſuch Bribes to the Cuſtom-houſe Officer, as will even more 
than compenſate to him the Loſs of his Place, if he ſhould 

be diſcovered. 
„ the Parties in this Conteſt are, the 
the Na- 


Publick, the Planter, and the fair Trader on one Side; 
the unfair Dealer only on the other. It is a 

tion pays; the Planter and the fair Trader feel the Incon- 
venience of it, but the Benefit is intercepted by the fraudu- 
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Duty twice from the Publick, with- 
it once to the Publick ; he has receiv- 
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to the public% Purſe, but has converted towards the ſupport- Anno 6. Geo. 11. 


ing or enriching of himſelf. 

But there is another Reaſon, which will have the greateſt 
Weight with me, for coming into this Propoſition, and that 
is, becauſe I think, that in its Conſequences, the Landholders 
of Great Peitain will find a conſiderable Relief. As long as 
[ can remember, I have always heard the Land-Tax com- 
plain'd of, as one of the moſt unequal and moſt grievous of 


our Taxes ; unequal, as it is only paid by a Part of thoſe. 


who poſſeis Property in Great Britain, and fo great a Diſ- 
proportion is there in this Particular, that as our Property 
is now divided, I believe one may ſay, the Money ariſi 
by this 'Tax, is paid only by five out of ſux of thoſe who 
ſeſs the Riches of this Nation; and it has hitherto been the 
more grievous, as there was no Proſpect that any one of this 
Generation, would have been relieved from the Burthen of it. 
From Land alone, 64 Millions and a Half have been raiſed 
ince the Revolution, and an Eſtate of 1000 l. a Year, fully 
ceſs d fince that Time, has paid 64501. which Sum amounts 
to near one ſixth Part of the whole Produce of ſuch an 
Eſtate in that Time; ſo that by taking it at an Average, 
the Landholders of theſe Eſtates thus ceſs' d, have paid very 
near a fixth Part of the groſs Produce of their Eſtates for 


A Years ſucceſſively, which bears no manner of Proportion 


to what has been paid by any other Set of Men, towards 
defraying the Charges of the Government ſince that Time. 
This has always been moſt juitly reputed a Grievance upon 
the Landholders, yet now when a Scheme is offer d, which, 
as it appears to me, would be a certain Relief to the Land- 
ed Intereſt, a new Language, a new Opinion has ſtarted up, 
and prevails, at leaft without Doors, that the Lands of 


| Great Britain ſhould ſtill continue to carry that Burthen, 


which, till very lately, all Mankind were unanimous, they 


ought to be relieved from. * 
* If ſome Gentlemen may think there can be any mate- 
ral Weight thrown into the Scale of the Crown, by the 


Addition of a few Exciſe-Officers, let them on the other Side 
refleft on the Relief given by this Scheme to the Landholders 


of Great Britain, who always have been, and ever mull be, 
in Time of Trial and Neceſſity, the real and ſolid Support 
of the Liberties of the Nation. 


© And as the Landed Intereſt muſt be allowed to be our 


incipal Strength, all to invade our Liberties muſt 
— . — TY able the Gentlemen of Landed Eſtates 
ſhall continue reſolute, and retain ſufficient Force to oppoſe 


any arbitrary Deſigns : Any Thing therefore, that tends to 
put them upon a better Footing, and to encreaſe their Sub- 


Ace, firengthens our Conſtitution in the moſt eſſential 
| Z 2 2 | 


Part; 
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Anno ö. Geo. U. Part; for this Reaſon, when the Eaſe that will be given to 
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Landholders is in this View impartially coniider'd, the Ad- 
dition of a few Exciſemen, with Salaries of 40 or 5ol. a 
Year each, will not have that Weight in this Day's Debate, 
which at firſt Sight it migi:t ſeem to carry with it. 
Sir, I have mention'd the Advantages which, sit a 

to me, will naturally arife to the Publick Revenue, to the fair 
Trader, to the induſtrious Planter, and to the Landholder 
by this Scheme; aud I think there is another Benefit attend- 
ing it, which Gentlemen do not ſeem to give ſufficient At- 
tention to, I mcan the Reformation that will be made on 
this Occaſion in the Laws of Exciſe ; for tho the Extention 
of them, as they now ſtand, might have been thought 
ſome a ſtrong Objefion to this Scheme, however beneficial 
in other Reſpects it might prove to the Publick, yet I think 
the Weight of this Objection is greatly removed, when we 
conſider, that the Alteration now propoſed will take away 
many of thoſe Powers, which might in Time to come have 
been abuſed to the Oppre ſſion of the Subject. One of the 
moſt material Objections I ever heard ſtarted was, the Want 


of a proper Appeal from the Determination of the Com- 


miſſioners of Exciſe ; but this, I think, is entirely obviated 
by the allowing of an Appeal from thoſe Gentlemen to three 
Judges, choſen from thedifferent Courts in Weſtminſter-Hall; 


or from the Juſtices of Peace to the Judges of Aſſine in 


their reſpective Circuits; who are to determine in a fumma- 
ry Way, without either Delay or any confiderable Expence 
to the Parties concern d. Now whatever Influence the Nomi- 
nation of theſe Officers by the Crown might have on their 
Actions, or however regardleſs their Power, being uncon. 
trolable, might make them in their Determinations, this 
Check mutt prevent the Execution of their Intentions, were 
they inclined to abuſe their Power in Favour of the Croun; 
it will certainly make them more cautious in giving Judgment, 


when they ſhall know, when they ſhall reflect, that their 


Judgments are liable to be canvaſſed in a ſuperior Court, 
where no Favour, where no Intereſt can ſcreen an ill Action: 
The Judges to whom the Appeal muſt be made have their 
Offices for Life, and therefore cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
to be byaſſed, ſo as to countenance any unlawful Steps of 
the Commiſſioners, let them be the Favourites of any 
Miniſter whatever, or let the Party oppreſs'd, let the 
Party complaining, be never ſo obnoxious to an Admi- 
niſtration. 

There is alſo another Benefit that will attend the Suc- 
ceſs of this Scheme, which is the Repeal of an Act made 
in the 11th Year of the late King, which obliges People to 
accuſe themſelves : As this is certainly a very great Grier- 


ance, 
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ance, the Repeal muſt be a very agreeable Relief to thoſe Anno 5. Ceo. 11. 
who are ſudject to it. I hope therefore, if this Queſtion — 
| faules, wuen the Blanks in the Bill come to be filled up in 
dee Committee, thoſe Gentlemen, who may think that there 
arc any unneceſſary Clauſes in the Laws of Exciſe, will take 
tals tavourable Opportunity to have thoſe Laws review d; 
and by the Addition of proper Clauſes to the Bill now to 
be brought in, to extend the Regulations of them in Behalt 
of the Subject, as far as may not leave the Duties under 
the Management of the Commiſſioners open to groſs Frauds. 
Upon the whole, I believe the Benefits propoſed by this 
Scaeme, by an Improvement of the publick Revenue in pre- 
reuting Frauds, will be a certain Relief to the Landed In- 
tereit ; and the only real Objection that ever could be to ſuch 
a Deſign, was the Method by which it was to be effected: 
But wat, I think, as I ſaid before, is in a great meaſure 
removed, by tue Mitigation of thoſe Methods of proceeding 
in E-xcite-Laws, which ſeemed moſt to infringe the Liberties 
of the Subject, and which Alteration may, nay is deſigned 
do be extended to the other Branches of the Revenue, ſub- 
ject to the ſame Laws. | 
| This Scheme therefore, as it is intended to be a Review 
of the Exciſe-Laus, and an Amendment of the Rigour of 
thoſe arts of them where lefs Severity would ſecure the 
Duty to the Publick, appears in this Light as much in Fa- 
vour ot the Subject as of the Revenue; and as ſuch, when 
it comes to be rightly apprehended, and the Benefits at- 
tending it are felt and diffuſed through the whole Nation, 
I believe it will ſoon take a more favourable Tum among 
the People; the ill Impreſſions of it that may now be in- 
duitriouſly ſpread abroad, I ſhould think, would ſoon ſubſide 
and be forgotten. 5 
* I bez Pardon, Sir, for taking up ſo much more of your 
Time than I at firſt intended. I now only add, that fince 
upon the Examination of the particular Merits of this Scheme, 
the Advantages propoſed by it appear to me to be certain; 
and of ſuch a Nature as not only to increaſe the publick 
Revenue, without any new Tax on the Subject or Ad- 
dition to any one now in Being ; to advance the Intereft 
of our Trade and Plantations ; and alſo at the fame Time to 
raiſe the Value of the Lands of Great Britain, I ſhall there- 
fore readily give my Aſſent to it. | 
Sir Thomas Aſton, Member for Leverpoole, ſpoke next sir T. Aon. 
againſt the Motion for agreeing with the Committee, and 
took Notice, That it was his Misfortune to know too much 
of the Influence, that the Officers of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe 
had at Elections; for at his own Election there were many 
of the Voters were fo free and open, as to come © EGS 
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him rather than any other, 
threatned to rum them if they 

they had Promiſes either 
be made Officers in the Cu- 
nilt ; and as their Bread de- 
upon getting thoſe Promiſes fulfilled, which they 
* 
of this illegal Influence by Experience, therefore he 
ainlt any Meaſure, that might tend to en- 
as this Scheme moiſt evideutly would: That he 
ſhould always diſdain to owe the Honour of repre- 
his Country in Parliament to any Adminiſtration 
: That he hop'd he ſhould alva) depend upon the 
Votes of his Fellow Subjects; and for tnat Reaſon he 
againſt what he thought would deitroy that Freedom, 
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mittee ; I 
Mr Pulteney fpoke as follows: 
Sir 


I muſt fay, that the recommending the Care of the pub- 
lick Revenue to this Houſe, the recommending to us a 
Scheme which may, any Way, tend to the increaſing of i 
are Doctrines, which come very properly from the honour- 
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It is certain, that the Liberties 
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pon which only he was reſolv'd always to depend.” | 
Then Lord Glenorchy ſpoke for agreeing with the Com- 
againſt it; Mr Clayton for it. Then 
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their own Creatures in every Houſe of Commons, and from ane 6. Geo. N. 
ſuch Repreſentatives what can the People expect? Can it be n 
expected, that ſuch a Houſe of Commons will ever be 
Check upon thoſe in Power, or that they will find Fault 
wich the Conduct of the molt rapacious, the moſt tyrannical 
Miniiters, that may hereafter be employed by the Crown. 
It is well known, that every one of the publick Offices 
have already ſo many Boroughs or ng own. which they 
Boroughs which 


r 


look on as their Properties; there are 
may be called I reaſury- Boroughs; there are others which 
may be called Admiralty- Boroughs; in ſhort, it may be 
ſaid, that almoſt the whole 'Towns upon the Sea-Coaſt are 
already ſe z d on, and in a Manner taken Priſoners by the 
Officers of the Crown: In moſt of them they have ſo great 
an Influence, that none can be cnoſen Members of Parlia- 
ment but ſuch as they are pleaſed to recommend. But as 
the Cuſtoms are confined to our Sea-Ports, as they cannot 
travel far from the Coait, therefore this Scheme ſeems to be 
contrived in order to extend the Laws of Exciſe, and there- 
by to extend the Influence of the Crown over all the Inland 
' Towns and Corporations in England. 
* This ſeems plainly to me to be the chief Deſign of the 
| Scheme now under our Confideration ; and if it ſucceeds, 
; Which God forbid it ſhould, our future Miniſters of State 
| will be very much obliged to the Gentleman who projected 
tit; the Election of a Houſe of Conimons will in all Time 
to come be an eaſy Taſk ; for whoever ſhall be Prime Minilter 
under any of our future Kings may fit at home in his 
great Chair, and iſſue forth his Orders to moſt of the Coun- 
hs in Great Britain, to chuſe ſuch Perſons 
for their Repreſentatives in Parliament, as he ſhall pleaſe to 
think proper for his Purpoſe. Moſt of the chief Clerks 
"reaſury, and other great Offices, are already Mem- 
bers of this Houſe ; they deſerve it, they are Gentlemen, 
and Men of Figure and Fortune in their Country : But if 
this Scheme takes Place, we may in a little Time fee all the 
| little Under-Clerks of the Treaſury, and other Offices, Mem- 
ders of this Houſe ; we may ſee them trudging down to 
this Houſe in the Morning, in order to give their Votes for 
impoſing Taxes upon their Fellow-Subje&ts ; and in the 
' Afternoon attending behind the Chair of a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, a Secretary of State, or other chief Miniſter : 
iy, I do not know but ſome of us may live to ſee ſome 
with fix Members of Parliament behind his Coach. 
' © Theſe muſt be the fatal Conſequences of the Scheme 
mo under our Conſideration ; and therefore I muſt think 
| hat every Man, who has a Regard to the Conſtitution of his 
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Anno 6. Ces. I. Country, or to the Liberties and Properties of thoſe that 
bhave put their Truſt in him, is in Duty bound to give his 

Negative to the preient Qeition. . 
Gentlemen may indulge themſelves in the vain Conceit, 
that by this Scheme all Manner of Frauds in the Tobicco- 
Trade will be prevented for the future, but the Thing is in 
its own Nature impoſiible ; when the Duties are to high, 
where they amount to five or ſix Times the Prime Colt of the 
Commodity on which they are laid, it will be impoſſible to 
revent all Manner of Frauds ; and therefore the Tacreafe of 
the publick Revenne by this Scheme, is ſo far from being cer- 
tain, that it is altegether precarious ; and unleſs the publick 
| Revenue be thereby greatly increaſed, the Landholders can 
expect no Relief: But granting that the Benefits expected by 
this Scheme were certain; it is as certain, it is as demon- 
ſtrable, that our Conſtitution will be thereby deſtroyed; and 
are we to make a Sacrifice of our Conſtitution, for the poor 
Conſideration of adding 4 or 500,000 I. a Year to the pub- 
lick Revenue? That Increaſe may ſoon be diſſipated by an 
Adminiftration under no Fears of being called to an Account 
by Parliament ; and then they will be obliged to come upon 
the Landholders for Money, to anſwer the neceſſary Services 
of the Publick. There never was in any Country a Scheme 
ſet up for introducing arbitrary Power, but what was fup- 
rted by ſome ſpecious Pretences : The preventing of Mads, 
Inſurrect ions Invaſions, Frauds, or the like, have in all 
Countries been made the Pretences for introducing arbitrary 


Power: But in ſuch an Aſſembly as this, where the Principles 


of Liberty ſo much prevail, where there are ſo many Gen- 
tlemen of good Senſe and Penetration, I hope no ſuch Pre- 
tence will ever be of any Weight. To me it a indi 


putable, that this Scheme is abſolutely inconſiſtent with a free 


Election of Members of Parliament, and of Conſequence it 


muſt be inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution ; therefore though 
the Advantages to be reaped from it were much greater, and 
much more certain than they are, I ſhould be moſt heartily 
againſt it, and for that Reaſon I mult give my Negative to the 
preſent Queltion.” | 


Sir k. Walpole. Aſter ſome few Altercations between Sir Robert Walpole 


Mr PultenY- and Mr Pulteney, Mr Walter Plumer ſtood up, and took 
M: Tal. Finer. Notice of ſome Gentleman's having ſaid, That no Body 
he oppo."4 the * had oppoſed the ſubjecting of Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, 
Tex and Chocolate © to the Laws of Exciſe, but the Gentleman under the Gal 
CO > 2 [ Meaning Sir John Barnard'} And he thercupon 
added, * That he muſt put thoſe Genticmen in Mind, that 
he had then the Honour to be a Member of the Houſe; 
That he thank'd God, he did oppoſe that Exciſe-Scheme 35 


well as this; and that he would oppoſe every ſuch Scheme 


that 
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that ſhould ever be offered to the Houſe, while he had the 4080 6. Geo. th 
Honour of fitting in it: That he knew how grievous and op- — 
preſſive the Laws of Exciſe were to his Fellow Subjects; and 
therefore he could not anſwer it to his Country, if he did not. 


to the utmoſt of his Power, oppoſe every Scheme offered for 
the Extenſion of thoſe vexatious and arbitrary Laws. 


After this the Queſtion was put upon the firſt Reſolution, 
and carried in the Affirmative by 249 againſt 189. Then . 
the Queſtions were ſeverally put upon the ſecond and third tetaing to the Ex- 
Reſolutions, which were agreed to without any Diviſion ; ©, leon Todo 
and the fourth Reſolution being read a ſecond Time, Sir How 
Robert Walpole inform'd the Houſe, * That the King 
had commanded him to acquaint the Houſe, that his Majeſty 
gave his Conſent, that the Houſe ſhould do as they ſhould 
think fit, in relation to the ſdid Fines, Penalties, Forfei- 
tures, and Seizures. Hereupon the Queſtion was put, and 
this lat Refolution likewiſe was agreed to without any Di- 
viſion. 

Then it was ordered that a Bill ſhould be brought in, 
to the ſaĩd Reſolutions; and that Sir Charles Turner, gan — — 


Sir Robert Walpole, Sir Philip Yorke, Mr Talbot, Mr Dod- 


dington, Mr Clayton, Sir William Yonge, Sir George Ox- | 

enden, Mr Sorope, and Mr Edward Walpole ſhould prepare 

and bring in the ſame. 

April 2. The Houſe, in a Grand Cotnmittee, confider'd far- Iden wr im. 
ther of the Land-Tax Bill, for the Service of the Year 1733, bengrins the Com 


miſſivacrs of the 


and a Motion was made, That it ſhould be an Inſtruction to the Land-Tax to ap 
faid Committee, that they ſhould be impowered to receive a . 
Clauſe to enable and direct the fevera! Commiſſioners, to be | 

d in the faid Bill for 
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Commiſſioners, anſwerable for any Deficien- 
3 or Receivers." 1 


L 
f 
5 


1 


L 
i 


52 
7 
e! 


7 
F 


were alſo hevint . of the Perſons offered 
ſuch Receivers : And that it would be a great 
the Publick, which had often ſuffer'd by the 
of ſuck Receivers, and the Inſufficiency of the 
had been given for them. 2 the Cour- 
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Anno 6. Geo. u. tiers oppoſed this Motion very {trenuouſly ; and the Queſtion 


1733- 
being put, it paſſed in the Negative. 
The Bill for ex» April 4. The Exciſe-Bill was b ought in, and read a firlt 


weng tb Fel Tine, Time; after which Sir Robert Walpole, by his Majelty's 
and afterDebate or. Command, acquainted the Houſe, That his Majeſty conſent- 
ſecond Ti ed to their making ſuch Alterations as they ſhould think fit 
for the publick Service, in relation to the Subſidy on Tobac- 
cothen payable on account of his Majelty's Civil Liſt. Here- 
upon it was objected, That ſome Parts of the iaid Bill were 
not within the Reſolutions of the Houſe, purſuant ro which 
the ſaid Bill had been ordered to be brought in ; and there- 
fore it was moved, That the Bill ſhould be withdrawn: | 
But this paſſed in the Negative, by 232 Votes it 176: 

Then a Motion was — 4 for adjourning, — lke296 
in the Negative: But at laſt it was reſolved, That the 
Bill ſhould be read a ſecond Time on the 11th Inſtant, 

by 236 againſt 200. | | 
Motion for Printing April 5. A Motion was made for ſuch a Num- 
i, e of he Bd os Rad be Co: for ah 
Uſe of the Members of the Houſe : But upon the Queſti- 
oe we Lane it was carried in the Negative by 128 a- 

112 

April 10. The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
etitionagaint Council of the City of London, preſented a Petition againſt 
| the Exciſe-Bill, Cale forth, That the Petitioners, on occa- 
ſion of the Bill ing in this Houſe, for ſeve- 
ral Subſidies and an Impoſt now payable on Tobacco of the 
_ Britiſh Plantations, and granting an Inland Duty in lieu 
thereof, preſume in all Humility to expreſs to this Houſe, as 

they have already done in ſome Meaſure by their Repreſen- 
tation to their Members, the univerſal Senſe of the City of 
London concerning any farther Extenſion of the Laws of Ex- 
Ciſe : That the Burthen of Taxes already impoſed on every 
Branch of Trade, however chearfully born, is ſeverely felt; 
but the Petitioners apprehend, that this Burthen will grow 
5 Fr it be increaſed by ſuch vexatious 
and oppreſſive Methods of levying and collecting the Duties, 
as they are aſſured eta „that the Na- 
ture of all Exciſes muſt neceſſarily produce: That the Mer- 
chants, Tradeſmen, and Manufacturers of this Kingdom, 
have ſupported themſelves under the Preſſure of the Exciſe- 
Laws 14 by the — 
on, Laws, which but | 

ould be a Motive to enact, would —_— Fin Favoar 
the Trake of the Naiee” cnl of the Like of the Subject, 
— —— —— 
preſume it eſfectually is, by undiſturb'd Tranq at Home, 
and a general Peace ſa firmly eſtabliſh'd Abroad: L 14 
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Anno 6. Geo. II. 
„. 


OY ed 
Mr Glanville, 


gain 


18 | 
en by Mr Glamille, who food up, and ke as fl 


Mr Speaker, 

© There is, in my Opinion, a very great Hardſhip to be 
put, by the Bill now before us, upon the Proprietors of 
the Publick Funds. As the Law now ſtands, a Gentleman 
may ſell his Eſtate, a Merchant or Tradeſman may fell his 
Goods, every Man may diſpoſe of his Property by a Bar- 
in for Time, or in whatever Manner he pleaſes : But by 
this Bill the Creditors of the Publick, thoſe who have put 
their Truſt in the Publick Faith, are to be laid under a par- 
ticular Reſtraint ; a Reſtraint which they 


j 
JA 
propoſed by this Bill will cer- 
tainly be de I and injurious to the other, 
therefore I cannot let it paſs, without taking the Liberty of 
offering my ObjeCtions againſt it. | 
It is in all Caſes a great Hardſhip put upon People, to 
ject them to Penalties, which may often by meer Ignorance 
be incurred : But in this Caſe, the Hardſhip is the greater; 
Publick Funds, 
ed to be Readers 
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Anno 6. Geo. . ment: And if a Purchaſer ſhould, by any Diſappointment, 


1733- 


Mr Bowles. 
Sir G. Caſwall. 


be diſabled to comply with the Purchaſe be had made, but 
was willing to pay down, in ready Money, the Difference, 
which might not, perhaps, amount to five Pounds, it would 
be very hard to oblige him to ſtand out a Law-Suit to the 
very laſt, which would cott him, at leaſt, treble that Money. 
ho: That Clauſe, Sir, of obliging a Man to anſwer upon 


Oath, in a Caſe where great Penalties may be incurred, ſeems 


likewiſe to me to be a very new and a very extraordinary Sort 
of Clauſe ; for it is noway conſonant to the Spirit of our Laws, 
to oblige any Man to accuſe himſelf : And as it lays a Foun- 
dation for every Perſon, that is inclin'd to be malicious, to 
belag © Bid bÞ Chimwy aan init any Man, who is or ever 
was poſſeſſed of any of the Publick Funds ; it will conſe- 
quently be a great Diſcouragement to any Man's becoming 


a Purchaſer, or continuing to be a Proprietor of thoſe Funds, 


and will of courſe tend to the Deſtruction of all Publick 


Credit. 


Another Hardſhip I ſhall take Notice of, is, Sir, that if 
this Bill paſſes, no Man for the future can employ a Mer- 


chant to buy or fell Stock for him; for if a Merchant 


All theſe, Sir, are Hardſhips, which I think the Credi- 


tors of the Publick ought not to be ſubjected to, and there- 


fore I cannot give my Conſent to the paſſing of this Bill. I 
would ſooner have Eben Notice of theſe "Thi „ but there 
happened to be ſuch a Noiſe and Diſturbance in the Houſe, 
both upon the ſecond Reading of this Bill, and likewiſe when 
it was in the Committee, that I could not expe& to be 
heard ; and therefore I did not then riſe up to fay any thing 
againſt it.” 

Mr Glanville was ſeconded by Mr Bowles ; and hack'd by 
Sir George Caſwall, as follows, 

Mr 

It is evident, that this Bill will be extremely Inconvenient 
to all the Proprietors or Dealers in any of our Publick Se 
curities : The Words of it are ſo general, 2 
but that even Navy-Bills, and Contracts for R 
Navy with Proviſions, will be they 
are, the uſual way 1 
ly prevented, mod ney by of uence to 
the Nation; for it is well known, that thoſe who contract 
for furniſhing the Navy with Proviſions, ſeldom or never 


have 


nt 
e- 
W 
he 
* 
e- 
to 
t 
er 
ve 


A d n mT „ © Fr 179 7 WY V7 " oo 1 * WF WW = ” 


( 379 } 

have as much Money of their own, as is ſufficient for making | 
good the Contracts they enter into. It is uſuil for a Man 
who has not perhaps 10,0001. of his own, to contract 
for the Navy with 40,000 I. worth of Provi- 
fions ; and in ſuch Caſes the Method always hitherto ob- 
frond i is, for the Contractor, as ſoon as he has made ſuch 
Contract, to go to ſome monied Man, who furniſhes him 
with what Money he ſtands in need of, upon his becoming 
bound for the Money advanced with Intereſt from the Date ; 
and obliging himſelf to deliver Navy-Bills, at the Price then 
agreed on, equal to the Principal Money then advanced, and 
the Intereſt that ſhall in the mean time grow due. 

© Theſe Bills, oy I 1 on as Publick —— becauſe 
they are 


7 it 'will for the future be unpoſ- 
„who contract for furniſhing the Navy with 
— o enter into any ſuch Agreement with any mo- 
nied Man whatever; conſequently no Man can hereafter 
contract for the Navy, with more Proviſions than 
he can purchaſe with his own Money, which will of courſe 
make the providing for the Navy much more difficult than 


| heretofore. This, Sir, is one very great Inconvenience 


which muſt ariſe from this Bill; but there are ſo many others, 
that, in my the Title of the Bill ought to be alter- 
ed, and inſtead of calling it a Bill for preventing the ſcan- 
dalous Practice of Stock-jobbing, it ought to be called a Bill 
for the deſtroying of Publick Credit. 


and ſaid, 
Mr Speaker, 

I did not offer, Sir, to riſe up ſooner, becauſe as we are 

now upon the third Reading of this Bill againſt which there 


were few or no Odjections made in any Part of its Progreſs 


through this Houſe, I was N hear all the Objections 
that were to be made againkt it, fore I roſe up to anſwer ; 
that I might thereby give you as little Trouble as 

I am, indeed, ſurprized to 1 * Gentleman ſay, that 
there was upon any Occaſion ſuch a Noiſe in the Houſe that 
he could not be heard: It is true, when a Bill is paſſing, 
which is thought to be a Bill of courſe, there are but few 
Gentlemen give great Attention to it ; and upon ſuch Occa- 
ſions, when Gentlemen are not otherwiſe employed, they 
will fall a talking with one another, which mutt of courſe oc- 
caſion ſome little Noiſe in the Houſe : But every Gentleman 


knows, that upon any ſuch Occaſion, whoever ms * 


B b b 2 


Hereupon Sir John Barnard Rood up in Favour of the Bill, 


Anno 6. Geo, I, 


1733. 


Sir John Barnard. 
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| Anno 6. Geo. II. 


( 382 
© This, Sir, may, for what I know, increaſe Publick 

Credit for a Time ; but I am ſure it is a great Diſcourage- 
ment to Trade, which i is the chief, the only ſolid Support of 
Publick Credit, and it is the Ruin of all private Credit ; it 
deſtroys that mutual Faith among Merchants, by which only 
our Trade can be made to proſper and flouriſh. This, Sir, 
is a domeſtick Evil, an Evil which, tho' fatal in its Cuante- 
quences, yet does not perhaps immediately draw any 
out of the Nation ; but there is a foreign Evil attending yd 
Game of Stockjobbing, by which the Nation may be plun- 
dered of great Sums of Money at once. It is, by the means 
of Stockjobbing, always in the Power of every foreign Court, 
to raiſe Contributions upon this Nation whenever they pleaſe ; 
They have no more to do but to fend over, and order a 
n be fold out at the current Price for 
1 the Pretender, or ſome ſuch 
my may make all our Publick Funds fall 
Cent. and fo purchaſe Stock 20 l. per Cent. 
fold ; in order to perform their Part of 
the Contracts they had before made for Time. Thus, Sir, 
make a Harveſt of the Fall of our Publick Funds; 
beſt when the Alarm will blow over, they 
new Harveſt of their Riſe. 
Sir, are but a few of the many Inconveniences 
Stockjobbing. Give me leave now to examine 
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paſſing of this Bill into a Law. As to the real and 
TO of the — =» ws t a Regard 
hat Faith, which ought to be preſerved towards them, as 
tleman whatever : I ſhall never be for 
that may leſſen their Security, as to the Paymen 
ipal or Intereſt, and I wiſh 
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Good requires for the cransferring of their Property from 
one to another, is any Impeachment of the Publick Faith? 
The preventing of Stockjobbing is ſo far from being a 
Breach of Publick Faith, that I am ſure it is what all the 
honeſt Creditors of the Publick wiſh and defire ; and as 
there is ing in the Bill that can be a Hardſhip upon any 
fair Purchaſer or Seller, it will be ſo far from being de- 
ructive to Publick Credit, that it will rather increaſe it; 
becauſe it will make the Value of every Man's Property in 
the Publick Funds more certain and invariable. All thoſe, 
wito have no other Aim but to receive their Dividends punc- 
tually, and to have their principal Money ſecure, choole to 
be in that Fund which is ſubject to the feweſt and leaſt Mu- 
dations; and this is the — ator * 
nuity 
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Anno 6. Geo, u. deliver Hemp at a certain Price, at a certain future Time, 


1733+ 


Sir R. Walpole. 


tho', perhaps, at the Time of making the Contract, the 


Hemp is not ſo much as purchaſed or contracted for in Ruſ- 
fia : This is a Privilege which is enjoyed by all Merchants 
with reſpect to the Goods they deal in, and I can ſee no 
33 wndadoamoaotecnas 
38 bo: arey 
The other Inconvenience I ſhall mention, is, That of the 
I which ſome of the publick Creditors may 
meet with in the Sale of their ies, Which will certain- 
ly be much agravated by this Bill: Suppoſe a Man enters 
into an Agreement for the Purchaſe of a Land-Eſtate, and 
covenants to pay the Price againſt ſuch a Day under a great 
Penalty ; for enabling him to perform his Agreement he 
ſells out 10,000 1. of his Stock, to be delivered ſome few 
Days before that Day on which he is, by his Covenant, o- 
bliged to pay for his Eſtate : Suppoſe the Purchaſer of the 


THY 
117 


ker 
8 


chaſe of the Eſtate. As theſe are Inconveniencies w 
oſten occur, I think it is hard to ſubject the Proprietors 


S and therefore I ſhall be againſt 
the Bill's paſſing in the Form it is at preſent.” 

Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke next : 

: jecti paſſing of 
ing, or in the Committee. I do really think that the Bill 
might have been drawn up, as to ſome Parts of it, with 
ſomething more Perſpicuity, ſo as to have intirely ob- 
viated the Objections now made to it: But as moſt of the 

| | to the 
5 of Opi- 


nion, that they ought not to be of Weight enough to pre- 
vent its paſſing. 


* As to w hat the honourable Gentleman was pleaſed to 


mention about Navy- Contracts, I cannot think that they 


colue 
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( 7 0 
come any Way under the Cafe now _— The Navy anne 6. Goo. Ih 
always contracted to pay ready Money to all thoſe, who \ —. 
Z n or Proviſions; and ME > 
Man has entered into ſuch a Contract, he may certainly fell, 
or aſſign any Intereſt, or any Share of the Intereſt he has 
| therein to another, notwithſtanding the Bill now before us. 
1 Upon ſuch Contracts the Money is indeed paid by 
Navy-Bills, but that cannot hinder the private Contracter to 
F raiſe Money upon his Contract after what Manner he pleaſes ; 
he may even oblige himſelf to deliver Navy-Bills at ſuch a 
Price ; for, before they are iſſued, they cannot be deemed 
to be Publick Securities; and if, upon delivering the Stores 
and Proviſions, the Navy ſhould "aQtually pay ready Money 
to the private Contractor, can it be ſo much as 

that he would be then obliged to deliver Navy-Bills to the 
Perſon, from whom he had borrowed Money upon his Con- 
tract with the Navy: Would not, in ſuch a Caſe, the Re- 
payment of the Money borrowed with Intereſt be a full Per- 
of his Engagement with the Lender ? Navy-Bills, 
after they are once iſſued, do certainly become Pub- 
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anne 6. Ceo. n. obviate, as much as poſſible, all Objections that have been 


1733- 


or may be made to the Bill.” 


Sir John Barnard, Then Sir John Barnard ſpoke again, 


M: Olanvllle - 


Sir, 

It is very certain that Long Annuities are included in 
this Bill; they muſt not be bought or ſold hereafter but ac- 
cording to the Manner perſcribed by this Bill: But I am 
certain this can be no Objection to the paſſing of it; for no 
wiſe Man, no honeſt Man, will preſume to fell any thing 
"ell he has made his Title to it as clear as the Nature of 
the can admit of; and therefore I think, that no 
Poſſeſſor of a Long Annuity will preſume to ſell till after he 
has deduced his Title, and made it fo clear, that no Difh- 
culty can be made in approving of it, in which Caſe all 
ſuch Bargains may be ſpecifically performed within ten Days 
after 


in the mean Time ha 
n ſpecifical Performance for what Time they 
; there is nothing in this Bill that can prevent ſuch a 
| Indulgence. 
J did not before take Notice of the Objeftion made, 
this Bill, if it paſſes, may be the Occaſion of the 
inging many Suits in Equity againſt the Poſſeſſors of our 
Funds. This, I mult ſay, I am ſurprized at. V*hat 


publick 

Guard 

cery Suits ? May not any Man now bring a Bill in Equit 
againſt and ſet forth, that I owe him a Sum of 
—_ ag © Yn had any Dealings with the Man in 
? Such a Bill may certainly brought, but I 
hat would be the Fre of Þ > n be 
Ld Colt This is my Dependence, I know I have 
any Thing that may render me liable to the bav- 
a Bill brought againit me, nd I de- 
it that no ſuch Bill will ever be brought. And 
it not be the ſame if the Bill now before us ſhould 
Is it to be fuppoſed, that any Man would ſubje& him- 
the unmediate Expence of ten or twelve Pounds, 
Danger of being obliged to pay twenty or thirty 
more, unleſs he had very ftrong Proofs againſt the Man 
whom he made Defendant to his Bill? This, Sir, is really 


putting Cafes almoſt impoſſible, in order from thence to 


raiſe Gbjections againſt a Bill, for the Remedy of what is, 
by every Gentleman in this Houſe acknowledged to be, a 
molt inſufferable Evil.“ | 

Then Mr Glanville ſtood up agair, and faid ; 


Sir, 


I muſt obſerve, that the Poſſeſſor of a Long Annuity, who 


has a Mind to ſell, may think his Title as clear as the Sun 


at 


the making thereof ; but if any accidental Delay ſhould 
the Parties may, by mutual Con- 


has any Man, as the Law now ſtands, againſt Chan- 
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lowed to bring a Bill in Equity, and ſuggeſt generally that une 8. Geo. .. 
the Defendant has 2 unlawful Contracts in Stocks, — 
and pray that he may be obliged to diſcover al. his Dealings ; 

no, tie Plaintiff muit certainly ſet forth the particular Con- 
tract of which he prays a Diicovery ; and this he cannot do, 
unleis there has not only been ſome ſuch unlawful Contract, 
but ſuch an unlawful Contract as he has had ſome Informa- 
tion of; and if upon the Iſſue of tue Cauſe his Information 
appears to be gruundlets, he may expect to be made pay all 
Coſts of Suit; ſo that no Man can have Reaſon to be afraid 


— 


to 
with all my Heart be for its paſſing in this Houſe, and 
I hope it will be paſſed into a Law. 5 

it was carried in the Affirmative by 55 againſt 49 3 and f. © mon. Bt 


is afterwards 
drup'u, on account 


5 
4 


of che Alte: ations 


4- The Houle being in a Grand Committee to 88 
Methods for Relief of the Sufferers by the Chari- 
ion, the Lord Tyrconnel mov'd, That a Sum 


11 


E 


p 
g 


not exceeding one Million be raiſed, by way of Lottery, moves for Lotery 
for that Purpoſe. His Lordſhip was oppoſed by Mr Sandys ; Rlict of the Suf- 
who was anſwer d by Sir William Yonge. Hereupon Mr fg C he mathe 
Erle Hou up and faid, Debi 

Ir, r Vs. 


© I am very much for giving all the Relief we can to In ti. 
as are Objects of Charity, but I am as much againſt 

ing it by way of Lottery; for by ſuch a Method, in order 

relieve thoſe who have been cheated and undone, we ſhall 

give a Handle, by which a much greater Number of weak 


J 


8 


lieved, and I hope that ſome effectual Methods may be fal- 
len on for procuring that Relief; but do not let us think of 
giving them Relief by ſetting up what has been always — 
ö > d d : 


Lis FFA A8 . e dere 
85 
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8·: Charles W ger. 
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Anno6. Go. 1. ed a publick Nuſance; I believe it will be a better Way for 


us to grant a Sum of Money to the Crown, for the Relief of 
| thoſe of the Sufferers who are really Objetts of Compaſſion : 

This Method I mention only to the Committee; but, what- 
ever Relief is to be granted, I think it ought to be very 
much confined, for as to all thoſe who ſhall appear to have 
been Gameſters in that Stock, they no more merit the Com- 
paſſion of the Publick, than thoſe who are undone at a Gam- 


ing-Table. I doubt much it any of the Men who * 


Adventurers in that Corporation deſerve much Com 
I afraid, that moſt of them purchaſed, either with a 
View of making an unjuſt Profit by the advanced Price of 


the Shares they bought, or with a View to have a higher In- 


tereſt for their Money, than what they were by Law intitled 
to, and in either Caſe they are almoſt as fradulent as thoſe 
who were the Managers ; for he that cheats, or extorts from 
a Man a Shilling, is as much guilty of Fraud, as he that 
cheats him out of 10001]. Indeed, as to the Ladies, a great 


many of them may have been innocently drawn in by thoſe, 


to whom they intruſted the Management of their Affairs, 
or by thoſe who, from the Beginning, had a formed Deſign 
of cheating them out of their Money: Their Cafe is really 
to be pitied, but in my Opinion, of all the Sufferers, they 
only are the proper Objects of Compaſſion, and therefore I 
hope, that whatever Relief is to be given, will be — to 
the fair Sex only. 
Io this Lord Tyrconnel replied, 
Sir, 3 

have as great a Regard for the fair Sex as the Gentle - 

man who ſpoke laſt, and with him I think, that they are 


really the greateit Objects of Compaſſion; but, Sir, let us 
conſider, that many of thoſe Gentlemen, who have been un- 


done, have Wives and Daughters ; and I cannot but look 
upon the Wives and Daughters of ſuch Men to be at leaſt 
as great Objects cf Compaſiion, as any of thoſe Ladies 
who have been undone by their own Act and Decd.” : 
Hereupon Sir Charles Wager ſaid, 
Sir, | 
I maſt think, that the only Means we can think of 
for relieving the uhappy Sufferers in that Corporation, is to 
make a Lottery for taeir Benefit ; but I muſt likewiſe be of 
Opinion, tliat a Lottery of a Million will be too large; I 
believe one of :00,000 I. m. 1y be ſufficient ; and therefore [ 
ſhall ſeccpd the Motion to the Amount of that Sum.” 


Then Cir Joſeph Jekyll ſpoke againſt the Motion as 


follows : 
Sir, 


Ee fere we think of granting any Money to the Crown, or 


of 


7 
F 
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of granting Money in any other Way, for the Relief of Anno 6. Ceo. u. 
thoſe Sufferers, we ought firit to conſider, whether or no "73s: 


we have any Power or Authority to tax the People, or to 
grant away the publick Money for the Relicf of any pri- 
vate Perſons. I _ really be of Opinion, that we have 
no ſuch Power; we are indeed to diſpoſe of the publick 
Money, but then we are to diſpoſe of it for publick Uſes ; 
we are not to convert it either to our own Uſe, or to the 
Uſe of any private Perſon : Tis true, we have ſometimes 
— Money to the King for the rewarding of private 
rſons, but ack Grants have always been made for fome 
Services rendered by thoſe Perſons to the Publick ; and 
therefore, what Money was in that way granted, was really 
5 the Uſe of the Publick. Even the raiſing of Money by 
a Lottery is raiſing Money upon the People, and if any 
Part of the Money fo raiſed is granted away to private Per- 
ſons, I muſt look upon it to be a converting the publick 
Money to the Uſe of private Perſons, which I chink we 
have no Power to wad, and open — 3 as well as on 


4 
: 
I 
' 
| 
| 
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Mr Winn pron ſpoke . next in behalf of the Motion : Mr Winnington. 


Sir, 
© I have always had a great 3 for the Opinion of the 
honourable and learned . who ſpoke laſt, but I 
hope he will excuſe me, if I fay that I do not think the 
Objections he has now made againſt the Propoſition in 
Hand, are near fo ſtrong as thoſe uſually made by him. 
As to our Power of granting Money for the Relief in Queſ- 
I tion, I do not know what Power we may have in that Re- 
I ſpect; but I am ſure there are ſeveral Inſtances, where we 
| have granted even a publick Tax for the Relief of private 
| Perſons. One ſuch Inſtance, Sir, is within my Knowledge, 
aud is fo late, that every Gentleman in this Houſe may re- 
member it; that is, the Caſe of the Suitors in Chancery, 
whoſe Money had been loſt by the Miſconduct of the late 
Lord Chancellor, and the then Maſters in Chancery: It is 
well known that this Houſe laid a Tax upon the Law, which 


I taketo be a Tax upon the People, becauſe the whole is 

paid by the Clients in that Court, and not by the Lawyers; 
yp | and the Money to ariſe by this Tax was appropnated to- 
f | wards making good the Loſs, which the Suitors in that 
5 {| Court had ſuſtained. Another L nitance of the ſame Nature 


is that Tax, which was granted for Relief of the Orphans 
within the City of London; an I believe ſeveral other In- 
ſtances could be given, if we were io examine the Journals ot 
this Houſe, 


0 Ddd2z How 
or. | 0 


( 396 ) 


anno 6. Geo. 11. © However, Sir, I do not take this to be the Queſtion now 


before us. It is not propoſed to impoſe any Lax, or to 
_ any Money to the Crown for the Relief of thoſe un- 
appy Sufferers ; for I cannot imagine how it can be thought, 
that the granting a Lottery is ei. her a Fax or an Impoſition 
upon the Publick. By grantiag a Lottery we do not oblige 
any Man to pay towards it, no Man is to be forc'd to be- 
come an Adventurer ; it is not really ſo much a Grant of 
Money, as it is a Repeal in fo far of an Act of Parliament 
lately made ag inſt private Lotteries ; for, if it were not for 
that Statute, the Charitable Corporation could of them ſelves 
ſet up ſuch a Lottery as is now þ : And as the mak- 
ing of that Law was occaſioned by the many Frauds that 


were committed by the means of private Lotteries, and the 


downright Bites that were often put upon People under 
that Name, the Cauſe entirely ceaſes with reſpe& to the 


Lottery now propoied, frum which no Fraud or Bate can be 
ſo much as ſuſpected. 


Sir, 
As to the Affair before us, I am afraid we are begin- 
ning at the wrong End. We are now in a Committee, to 
conſider of Ways and Rleans for relieving ſuch of the Suf- 
ferers in the Charitable Corporation, as ſhall be deemed Ob- 


Fe of Compation, and we are now going to reſolve upon 


a certain Sum to be for that Relief, before we 
know any Thing about the Sufferers ; whether there be any, 
or how many of them there be Objects of Compaſſion ; or 
what Sum will be neceſſary for giving them a proper Relief? 
All theſe Queſtions ought, "I think, to be refolv'd, before we 
to grant any Sum for that Purpoſe, either by way of 
or any other way. I am, Sir, firmly of 
that we have no Power to lay on any publick Impoſition for 
the Relief of private Perſons ; and to think of giving a Re- 
lief by way of Lottery, is to eſtabliſh by Law a new Deceit, 
for the Relief of thoſe who have ſuffered by an old one. 
As to our having it in our Power to relieve private Perſons 
by publick Taxes, the Initances mentioned by the honourable 
Gentlemen who ſpoke laſt, are not at all to the prefent Caſe. 
The Sritors in Chancery were in a very different Situation 
from thoſe we are now about to relieve : The Court of 
Chancery is one of the publick Courts of the Kingdom, and 
conſequently is the fame with the Publick ; whatever Mo- 
ney was put into the Cuſtody of that Court, was put into the 
an 4 Foe rot Bo Anh of gr nes 
by thoſe Officers who are appointed by the Publick, there 
is no 


1, but that the Publick is obliged to make ir 
; Beſides, — IO OI Oe. 
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did not voluntarily put it there ; Ti Toy of "os. 


trary - to leave it in that Court ;; they 
could not get it vat again without an Order of Court for that 
Purpoſe ; they could not ſo much as inquire in what Man- 
ner their Money was diſpoſed of; whereas, with reſpe& to 
the Sufferers in the Charitable Corporation, they have no 
Pretence of having truſted the Publick with their Mon: y ; 
they voluntarily put their Money there ; they might have 
taken it out when they would, and they mig t have every 
Day inquired into the Management of it; io chat what they 
have lult is entirely owing to their own At and Deed, or 
at lealt to their own Neglect; they have nothing but Com- 
. to plead for granting them any Relief from the Vub- 
and I am afraul, if we conſider the Publick aright, 

and the Loads it already labours under, we mult conclude it 
is not in a proper Condition for granting ſuch large Charities. 
That other Inſtance, Sir, relating to tae Tax for relieving 
the Orphans of the City of London, is ſlill leis to the preſent 
Caſe ; it is a local Tax; it extends no fartier than the City 
of London; and it was mol reaſonable that the Citizens of 
London thould be obliged to make good the Lol., that was 
ſuſtained by Perſons who were under a Neceſſity of trait 
ge = to them, or at leaſt to the Officers 


by them. 
© Now 3s to Lotteries, Sir, the honourable Gentleman 


was the only Reaſon for prohi 


lick or private, is a publick Nuſance, becauſe it +7 cat 
great many poor unthinking People rum themſelves by ven- 
turing more Money in that Way than their. Circumſtances 
can admit of ; and, as all Latteries are a Sort of Gaming- 
Tables, they give great Encouragement to Idlenefs and Ex- 
travagance, by buoying up weak People with the Hopes of 
getting Riches in another Way than that of Induſtry and 
Frugality, which is the only Way of getting Riches that 
ought to be encouraged by a wiſe People ; therefore, Sir, 
the Cauſe of the Law does not ceaſe with reſpect to the Lot- 
tery now propoſed, but will, I believe, grow more ſtrong a- 
gainſt it than againſt any publick Lottery that ever was pro- 
poſed ; for, conſidering the Expences of Management, it is 
certain that the Corporation, or the Sufferers (herein, can 


make little or nothing by a Lottery, unleſs it be made fa 


diſadvantageous to the Adventurers, that no Mian but a Mad- 
man will put any Money into it; and if ſuch a Lottery 
ſhould fill, it would be a very powerful Argument againit 
this and every n for it is 
really granting a Licence by Act of Parliament to cheat 


" _ 
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that the Frauds committed in pri- | 
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Anne's. Go. n. People out of their Money, which is a Sort of Project fr 


raiſing Money that this Houſe will never, I hope, agree to 
in any Caſe whatever. | 

Lord Hervey ſpoke next in Favour of the Motion: 

Sir, | 

There is, in my Opinion, no poſſible Relief to be given 
to thoſe unfortunate People, but what muſt be attended with 
ſome Inconveniencies. I am, in general, as much againſt en- 
couraging Lotteries as any Gentleman in this Houſe ; but 
where no real Fraud is committed, I cannot think that a Lot- 


tery is a Thing of ſo bad Conſequence ; where the Money 


thereby raiſed is duly applied, and no underhand Dealings 
allowed to be put in Practice, which, to be ſure, will be taken 
Care of in the preſent Caſe, it cannot be attended with ma- 
ny Inconveniencies ; and as a Lottery is the only Method 
which I have yet heard mentioned, or can think of, for 
giving Relief to thoſe Objects of Compaſſion we have now 
under our Conſideration ; I have ſo much Pity for them, 


that I think the few Inconveniencies, that can attend ſuch a 
ſmall Lottery as that of 500, ooo l. ought in the preſent Caſe 


to be overlooked. 


Upon the Petition of the Proprietors of this Corporation, 
| we have all had two Things under our Conſideration. The 
firſt was that of doing Juſtice by puniſhing the Guilty ; in 


this we have gone on as we ought to do in all ſuch Caſes ; 


we have proceeded with the utmoſt Caution; becauſe, if we 


had been rigorous in that Point, we might readily have de- 


viated into Severity, which in all Caſes ought to be carefully 


avoided ; but as to the other Point, which is that of giving 


Relief to the unfortunate Sufferers, and which is the Point 


now before us, there is no need of fo great Caution: If in 
this we ſhould go a little too far, it is erring upon the ſafe 
Side ; the greateſt Fault we can be guilty of, is that of 
ſhewing too much Compaſhon and Pity for thoſe innocent 


Perſons, who have by the Frauds of others become proper 

Objects of Compaſſion. | 
IIt cannot, I think, be ſaid, that we are beginning at the 
wrong End, by voting for a 500, ooo I. Lottery, before we 


know the Number of the Sufferers that are Objects of Com- 
paſſion, or the Sum that will be wanted far giving them a pro- 


. per Relief; becauſe, Sir, we are not now to ſettle the Scheme 


of the Lottery: Before that is ſettled, there will be Time 


to inquire into what Sum will be neceſſary for giving ſuch 


Relief, and according as that Sum is large or ſmall, the 
Lottery may be made the more or the leſs advantageous for 
the Adventurers; If 100,0001. ſhould be found to be ne- 
ceſſary for relieving all thoſe of the Sufferers, who are really 


Objects of Compaſſion, there muſt be a fifth Part of the Money 


contri - 
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|  eontributed by the Adventurers funk for the Uſe of the Suf- anos. Ges. u. 
ferers ; and, if it ſhould be found, that half that Sum will 
be ſufficient for the End propoſed, then it will not be ne- | 
ceſſary to fink above one tenth of the Money contributed by | 
the Adventurers; and whatever is thus ſunk by the Adven- 
turers, is not really to be looked on as Money thrown away, 
it is to be looked on as ſo much Money given by them for 
a charitable Uſe; and the raiſing of this Charity by way of 
Lottery, is propoſed only as an Inducement for ſome People 
to contribute towards a charitable Uſe, who would not per- 
haps otherwiſe contribute to the moſt charitable Uſe that 
can be imagined.” 3 | 
Then Sir Joſeph Jekyll ſpoke again: Sir Joſeph Jrkyll 
Sir | 


© Iam very much convinced, and I find it is generally 
allowed, that a Lottery is in itſelf a bad Thing; and, 1 
think it is likewiſe allowed, that there is no Reaſon for our 
coming into ſuch a Meaſure at preſent, but only the Ne- 
ceſſity we are under, and becauſe no other Means of Relief 
can be thought of. There is no Sort of Lottery can be ſet 
up, but what muſt expoſe Multitudes of People to be un- 
done; and it is impoſſible to prevent ſeveral of thoſe frau 
dulent Practices, which are always ſet up under the Sanction 
of every Publick Lottery. If then a Lottery be in itſelf a 
bad Thing, ſurely the leſs we have of it the better; why 
ſhould we vote for a Lottery of 500,0001. if one of 250, ooo l. 
will do the Buſineſs? This Conſideration alone makes it, Sir, 
in my Opinion, neceſſary firlt to conſider who are Objects of 
Compaſſion, and what Sum will be ſufficient to reheve 
them; for if upon ſuch Inquiry it be found that a Lot- 
tery of 250,0001. will be ſufficient for the End propoſed, it 
would certainly be very wrong in us to vote a Lottery of 
500,000]. for we ſeem all to be convinced, that a Lottery 
tor any Sum will do Miſchief ; but a Lottery for a {mall Sum 
can never do ſo much Miſchief as one for a larger.” - 
Mr Heathcote ſpoke next as follows : 9 
"WE, | | 
I muſt confeſs that what is now propoſed ſeems to be 
a new Method of raiſing Charity; but I hope the charitable 
Diſpoſition of the People of this Nation is not as yet ſo 
much decayed, as to make it neceſſary to trick them into 
the giving of Charity ; when they are fully convinced thit. 
the Uſe, for which the Money is raiſed, is really charitable, 
| in ſuch Caſes I have never as yet obſerved the People back- 
| ward in their Contributions; | am, indeed, afraid that tha 
Objects of Charity now under our Conſideration would not 
meet with any great Relief from the People; for the Ge- 
nerulity of the People do generally think, chat thois who 
are 
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anos. 'Geo. 11 are undone by any fort of Gaming or Steckjobbing, are not 


m7 33: 


proper Objects of Charity. Thoſe who are ruined by Ship- 

wrecks, by Fire, or ſuch Accidents, are certainly much 

Objects of Charity, and more intitled to a Parliamen- 

tary Relief, than thoſe who ever were or ever can be undone 

by the Management af any Publick Stock whatever; be- 

_ caulſe every Proprietor may look into the Affairs of the Com- 

and may prevent the Mi nt, if he is but to- 

Chis nc] bd can fave « and yet we have uever 

ſeen any of the former ſo much as claim a Relief from Par- 

] muſt obſerve, Sir, that what we are now about may 

come to be a very bad Precedent; it will for the future make 

all Proprictors of Publick Funds leſs careful of their Directors 

and Managers; fo that I am afraid, we may have many Ap- 

plications of the ſume Nature. There is now a Company 

under our Conſideration, which will likewiſe, I believe, 

Land in need of the fame fort of Relief; and I do not know, 

but that in nine or ten Years, another great Company may 

find themſelves under a Neceſſuy of applying for ſamething 

of the fame Nature; eſpecially if they ſhould go on with 

their preſent Scheme of diminiſhing fo conſiderably their 

Trading Capital, and loading it with all the Debts they now 

owe. For theſe Reafons, Sir, as well as a great many o- 

thers, I cannot but be againſt the Motion now in hand. 9 

This Debate being over, a Motion was made, That the 

A Lottery or Chairman leave the Chair: But the Queſtion baing put there- | 

oo. voted for upon. it was carried in the Negative by 85 to 61; after 

&rers by the Cha- which the Committee came to ſeveral Reis, which 

upon the Report were agreed to; and a Bill brought in for 

the Relief of the Suiferers by a Lottery of 500,000]. which 
into a Law. 

June 11. D D 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
— Bate H E Seafon-of the Year, and the Diſpatch you have 
the ian Seon. 46 given to the Publick Buſineſs, make it proper for 
« me to ut an End to this Seſſion of Parliament. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 
I return you my Thanks for the Provifions you "YH 1 
made for the Service of the current Year. I have never 
_ *« demanded any Supplies of my People, but what were ab- 
« folately neceſſary tor the Honour, Safety and Defence of 
« meand my Kingdom ; and I am always belt pleated, when | 
the Publick Expences are __ in a Manner leaft bur- 


* thenſome to my Subjects. 1 
oF 
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